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lins been icreisittg in i ntcmbcr auii( lin wcaltbi.
Thero is vcry evidcntiy something %wrong lierc
and we believe Ilînt il is oniy ticccssar>' te
direct the attentionx of niany of otîr people ta
this inattcr 1.oeffeTct a1 change. Tu tink of
a misn %viîa pour or wheiî i>cgitxning tu cicar
a farm git'tng, five dollars annîtial>' for the
Support of Ose Gospel contilnuing tu give lthe
maine tmfsusit wlien in coînfortable circuits.
stances, witli bis farn in a good state cf citi.
vation, dtiMng in ixis wcll cîîsiind carriagc
te clitirch wltcrc formcrly lic lad ta trîîdgc
Isis way on foot for six ir cighit long muiles,
andi al thc tvliilc a îxxemýKr of a congrcgabion
drawing on îlie 1 lomne Mission (tutti for thec
suîport ofls iîîiistcr. Ilicredlible as il nia>'
apjicar tltcrc tire sote suici to-day in the
imcmibcrsliip uf on upicm.x ciîargcu.nd
mission stations, anti iin thcir owîî intercxl,
tio' ta speak of the interests of thec 1 laine

Mskfurie., sucb pcrsons rccîtirc ta bc faitit.
ftur 7 -1 with.

Aga!n-, we fint i n almnost ail conigregations
a inumber of persans in the reccipt of a saiary
or wages who are net rq>îilar contribtîtors t,à
cltnrçh ordininccq, sticb as clcrks, f.îrîn àtr
varits, mccbnanics, tcaclicrs, ctc., etc., younig

Ixel or womcnl t4way from <udcr oiwn homes,
or, it mn)' be, living at hiome, but wlio thiîîk
il ceugx that tlbcir parets .ontribîitc fur
chtirch purposcs. It (s important thiat ail
such bc reachcd anti matie ta (ccl tliat it is
their privilcge anti duty ta git-c for tdxc sup-
port of tlie Gospel.

WcJ believc that many younig men anti wo-
mcii liave thcir intcrest in religions matters
attractcd or iîxercased b1 contributing tovards
cluhur.! ordininiccs, and aî>art from the dut>'
cf training sticît systcmaticaily to give as seon
as tlicy begin ta carn stnoai,", for tibcmselve.î,
their gifts %vill hclp ta swehl lte aggrcgale

b jntributions of thxe congregat lit or mission
station.

,ic v;aruxestly trust tuat the approaching
,«isit of the deputations of 1resbytcrics. %vil1
tend tu more systcmatic giving frams Christian
principle an the part of the people in our sup-
plenicnteti charges anti mission fieltis, andi
that the resttlt wvill tell favourably on aur
liome Mission Funti.

D)RIFTING.

T HE RE is a grent deal of drifting ini tiis
world. Tlhere aiz .a great m.uxy mtsî

who arc merci>' chips or straxvs tipon a streani,
borne along by tlhe current wltatsocvcr direc-
lion il may take. Thecre arc many people who
dmift su far as tixeir *vicws andi opinions are
concerned. They atiopt-no,thcy don't atiopt;
tbicy arc .--t active enougli for that -they arc
atiopteti by the sentimenxts whichi prcvail
aroundt them. They take their colour from
the society in which they mingle. In Cana-
da we sec this in political, affiuirs. The saine
thing may bc obscrvcd in thc inatter cf re-
ligiaus bolief. A mani is torn aw.-y from Is
olti faith, secli as it is, and landeti at lcngth
in a faith altogether différent, such as it is;
And he lias not been awarc of the c.hange until
ithlas fully taken place. The sam . thing may
bc witnessed also in the matters of charactcr
and life. Mcen am- ail the whiie floating along

cainily, scrcnciy wvlitibr tbicy wotild neyer
deliberatcly choosc ta go. The>' -drift.'
Tltcy " drift "front lioncsty tu dlshoniesty,
froint punity te inipurit-, frein sitccrity ta
dtiplicity, froms cbnarity ta bigotny.

%Vc have someitinxcs ttotiglit titat unost of
lthe cvils xvbiichi wc sec arotinti us arc disc tu
titis liabit of "' drifling " oi the ptart of mtecn
Qnte saii ltat " more cvili s %vrougiî for want
of tiuuglt tliait is wmruugliî for want ef iicart.
Aud thte statcricnt is neot far (rom beîng truc,
tlie doctrine of total dcpnavity ta lthe caîxtrany
nutivitlistaniding. MINxe are led unthitliigly,
titi rcaisoninigly, b>' tixcir associations, b>' forces
wviticl tîlicy arc iîartily awarc of, forces, cen-
talio ly %wliicit they do axaI inxtionally subittit
ho.

lit.t it nxxy be ct Is il utot iitcvitabie
tuiat mets shouid ', drift ta somec cxîcnt Is
il itet iiicvitabie tIbat oulsidu inifluence% sixotîld
leavc t<iem imiprcss tIPOl tlient ? %Ve antswcr,
yes. But theil wi add :Tue formative forccs
sîtoulti si il Lce itircly otside of men. Tltc
sltc,1ilci b sointhling withisn as Wel as3 witi-
utit c; -.cý tuait tit.t shiah decîde xvliat lite siali
bc ý.itd ti- Lvcny mnais shiotîlti have a ittinti
of 1- own ; ct-dry mani sitoutît itave a seul
anîd cviisr.encc of itis own. Anti before duit
mniît, antd before thaI %oui anti conxscience,
uvery.iriicie ot bclict anti ever>' titail of con-
tic sîtotîlti pass txlustçr. WVitat are: metss
iiids for if bbey are ual matie tu work?
\'iat anc tnets consciences for if titey are
neyer calicti it operation ?

%Ve believe tixat it is gcîxcmally confesseti
lixat tlt,.e is mîxcî erroncous religiotus doc-
trine in lthe world of to-day. Tîxere arc tibose
wli go far astray becatisc tlxey believe too
iuuch. Tlxcy carry on tltcir backs a bunt
of tmaditionalismr lîxat is hecavy cîxotgh ta sink
a sitip of tlirc tixousanti toits register. Tiey
ecito ail tite Jutcs of bte ftliers anti granti-
ftlers. Tlici, tîtere arc tîxose wlho go far
astmay bccausc thcy believe tee little. Titcy
wili ltartiiy carry an cmpty soldicrs knapsack.
Buit thcrc is worsc than this. There is a large
amnount cf dcfcîivc religions life in thxe worid
of to-day. It is crilpl<ng aur churches, hiux-
dering ail spiritual progress, bringing disaster
anti defeat oit the armies of riglttcousness anti
truti. Why arc tîtese lixings? Wc htave too
pxncl "tirift woti" among Christians.

Rentier, wc dpu't men yeîî. But try te
lcarx wlxom we mean. Look anti sec if tie
c ýp tyjl fit yeîîr friêîtti tl tîe ext pew%.

l'ixElýtil ILPY.Ub BARKIxt-Ta last regu~lar mteet-
ing cf titis Presbyter was beld ai Barrie, on the a9îth
anti 301h uIt. There v re presenl nineteen midlaters
anti nine eiders. 0f the business, wbich occupieti
ficîliy two tinys, a portion is reporleti as foliows: The
Pmesbytery was informeti that M%1. Richard bIcKee,
represen<ative eIder cf First Essa KIUc Session, ht
tiepartecti Iis lite. MmI.iMcKec was weIllknowntlathe
members as faithfui in itis attentiance and interesteti
in the business cf the Court, and was highly esteemeti
for lis Chrmistian character. The Presbytery adcpted
a resolution expretsing sympatby with the faznily cf
the tieceaseti anti with the congrcgation, aîîd r-ccording
the respect with whicbho i ras regardeti. Mr. Duncan
NicDonalti, of Creemore, was electeti Mcdera<or for
the nexti welve mantbs, and thanks given tu bMr. J. A.
hMcCcnnell, theretiringMboierator. The Rev. Messrs
S. Aclician cf WVick, and R. D. Fraser, laie ef Taranto,
were present, anti inviteti to sit with the Court The
resignation cf Cooksîawn, a part of the~ charge of
of Cookstown and First Es&a, tendered by Mr. Ache-
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sont nt the previcus inccung, was duly costaîdereti :itcr
hearinx parties anteresîtt, and ti a.elitetl. Dr. r.aser
appopniet to prcari miii ticlare site pulpit vacant on
the~ 171h isse ÎNr. Cochtrane was appointeci Modera-
1cr cf Sessicia when vacant anti suppiy of the pulpit
co11tlmitteti tu the li0111C Mission Commitece. l'cti-
tlini front lit Essa andi i;aîrns* Churth congcga-
dions ta be uniteti ln one pastoral charge were tiext
deailt with. Comînissioneri werc liearci ini the Interest
of tiiese congresntions, MnI ln those cf Coolcstown anti
i>unn*s Citurch. The finding was tu separate Eirst
Essa froînt Cookstown, su unite il tu liurns'anti lhtin
(iturrhes as one charge, andi ta appoint the Moderntor
of Session of the two L.ist namiec to moderate ln a cali
te a iniinister on Tuesday ic)th inst., ai two pain. A
taretul report cf the cemnnitiîe for cxamîining Session
Records was received. The report brought into ne-
tire a gooti nany irregularities, anti cliciteti brief <lis.
eussions on the right cf coîîgrcgattons tu dlci office-
besarers, on rebapîismn of Roman Catholics, nd
privaite.acininistration cf the Lordis supper. The scv-
eni records were orticredti bcb attesteti as reporteti
on, anti for tuie guliance of Sessions the following
recomimenîlat ions wcre.itdeptetl andu orticret o bc sent
cwn, vit.L (i.) Th.n mninisters give miore attention to,
thc keeping cf Session records andi reati over the min-
cites carefuiiy befere slgning ns Moderator. (2.) That
Rcordis bc handedt In tu the l'resbyîery for examina.
tien each Vear nt the first meeting nfter lthe beginning
of thte calendar year. (3.) That sie attention of
.Nuler.ators anti cicrks et Sessions be calîct u Liap-
ter viii. cf the new bock of furtîts, anti thét Matit Ses-
51011 preserve a copy cf saiti bock. INr. Gray, Dr.
Fraser anti Nm. J. J. Brmown, eider, werc nppointeti a
deputat toit te visit Gutirit Cliurch ln respect to ftnan-
mil tntteri.- A desme for union bet-.%een Siecond
Tecuisetit cengregation andl that üt Fini West Gwil-
limbumy having been brou,,,hý before site notice of J'mcs-
bytery fi was agreedtu ' appoint a conférence of thie
Kirk Sessions cf these cotigregations, cf rowntitne and
ivy, of First Tecuniseth anti Aijiin, ant i cfCccks-
town, le be helti ai liceton, for 'lie consîcleration cf a
rearrangeinent cf thc wlîole ficîti usader thc cama cf
thcse Sessions. Thte 'Motcrater, Mmi. MicD'nalti,
was appointeti tu presîde ai tibis confércnce. Report
is te be given in te next meeting et i'resbytery.
Messrs. Acheson anti lsAton, minîsters, anti Mr.
.NcWhiinney, wcre appointeti assessors la ait wiîh the
Sessioni ef First Tecîîmsetlt in a case cf discipline.
W~hile tienling wih Fiome 'Mission business the Pres-
bytemy mnbirutet its coniniittce te proctre if possible
anr ordaineti mtssionary for the M.iganet.iwan joup
cf stations, te enter on the wcrk in Octoberant 1 pro-
cure anoter îidsionnry labourer for ste grcup which
includes lMiinesing, Craigburst, Mlithurst, llunler's
ant i McCrae's stîleInentS, tu beIîî at the sanie lime.
Titis prctniising fielti presenteti a guarantee cf $45o
per annum for stipenti. Arrangements were matie te
administer the sacraments ni différent stations, asalso
for visiffng supplementeci congtegatiens and aiticti sta-
tions an accordance wîîb lite i uh mesolution of the.
General Assenibly anti the report cf its Home Mission
Cominittîje. Mmr. Fintiiay gave notice cf motion for
the appointment cf a cemmittee tu prepare the busi-
ness of the Court. The Presbytcry agreeti te terminale
thie workirg union for somte lime past exîsîing between
the Duntreon anti Notlawa congregalions and that cf
WVest À;ottawasaigtt, antul place the former under the
care cf the Hlome Mission Commitîc for supply. MIr.
Rotigers was appointei Mlotierator. INI. Millard re-
porteti the erganizalion cf a congregatien in Shrigley,
which the Presbyemy agreedtu l put untier care of the
Session cf Singhampton, etc. 'Mr. Mtillard ltaving
expressed bis willingness te resign H oneywcod, a por-
tion cf bis charge, witb a vicie la its union tu Horn-
ing's NI dis, ste Presbytery agreetu summon the Ses-
sions and congregations cf tbe wbole charge te ascer-
tain their wishes in tbe malter at next meeting.
INessrs. W. Fitzsinimons, LX.A, anti Daniel MN. 13eattie,
bl.A. (the latter being transferreti train the Presby-
tery cf Toronto), we e ta1ken on public prcbaiticnary
trials for license. The trials were passed in a man-
ner higbly satîsfactory, and afîer the usual questions
anti prayer the Mloderator, in the naine cf the Lord
Jesus Christ and by aulbority cf the PresbyeMy, iiccn-
sed btessrs. Fitzsiînmons nad 13eattie tu prench te
Gospel, andi suitably adtia-ssed themn. Nexti ancetîng
On 301h September.-ROtxERT MoODIE, I're. letk.

Txsî obcoxiou publiwaions have bc=n stajapîcustin
:cdizt.


