
JM4UARY x6tb, zSSg.1

ZBAfPER4NCE POLITCAL ACTION IN REL4 TON
TO SPECILLQ~UESTIONS.

MR. EDIToi,-Your issue ef the 281h uit., lias been fer.

aarded te nie and 1 wish te niake a few observations on a
paragraph in a weli written article by Il Knoxonîan » inder the
heading, Il Is it a Wise Pelicy," the geaerai subjact bcbng pro-
hibition. The writer's real question is : IlIs it a aisO policy
te aVenate friands ? "And lie mentions iithse vays linîvhich
lie censiders that this bias been donc in Canada, viz., by estab-
lishing a third party, by agitating for famale suffrage, and by
making the use cf unfernientcd aine lit the Lerd's table a
piank in the political platform.

On the frst ef these points 1 have nothing to say because
1 amrnont suficiently acquainted nith American pelitics te
etfer an opinion. But the second and third arec matters on
avicb temperance referniers may taka different vielvs witîoutt

*any interferance witb their unitaui action for tlhe attaînment cf
prohibition. 1 certainly would protest Ilagainst saddling the
temperance question aifl femaile suffrage."

On the question ef comumunion %vine, 1 do net sec why it
sheuid enter inte the niovament for prohibition at ail. it is
not a pelitical question, and the use cf unfermcented wine rnay
be adoptcd and advocatcd by those wbose convictions load
tbam se te do, nitheut any disturbance of their hearty ce-
eperatien with those diffcring froni thei n nibis malter fer any
good public ebject. The use cf tbis aine is steadily and, 1
atri thankful te say, peacefîîiiy increasing amengst our variei.s
Christian danoîinatiens in England, and 2peaking generally,
tiiose ahe use it are prohibitienists, n'hile the uecided eppen-
ents cf ts use are for thecmest part anti-prohibitionisis. And
1 do net sec ho%' it can ba denied that the use, in onc cf the
most sacrcd as our ordinances, cf flhc very article, the coni-
mon traiac in wiicb n'e are striving te prcbibit because it is
prcving such a curse te our population, cannet but operate as
a serions hindrance te the attainniant cf out object.

Knoxonian says IlT'le literature cf the question weuld
seeni te show that the weight of iearning and piety is against
the twe-wine tbeory." He dees riglt te say Ilseeni te show."
* I nish to cail bis attention te the follewying facts

i. The word Ilwine " neyer once occurs througtaeut the
nen' Testament ini cennection with the sacrament. 'The
only d*signation of the contents cf the cupis' the fruit cf the
vine."

2. There are non', and frein early tinies bave been, ccrn-
munities amengst the Jews, whe have cartefuily avided the
fermiented aine in the observance cf their passcver feast.
Tbey have used elither grape wine prapared frem the grape, or
raisins steeped in water. Grapes hung in the cluster in a

îceci and dry place keep good (rom the vintage to the passever
and even fronin ear te year.

3 The word wîne, in our English Bible is genaric, embrac-
ing the fruit cf the vine, whetbcr ferniented or unicrmented.

(a) The Hebrew waord liros/z denotes vine fruit as a naturai
production. Some years ago, 1 effered a sum of money te
any anceavho sbouid prove frein tle context that this wvord

tever referred te an intexicatîng beverage. The gentleman
avho undertook te prove it, norinated bis ewn uroapire, a lec-

>turer in Hebrev in one of aur English universities, and the
I 'eciqion n'as that Mr. - bad "lnet proved MNr. 3nov's
prohibition."

(b) Tbis avrd /1,-os/z, in cormun witlî other Hebreav
werds, is rendered oinos in thc GYP-ek Septuzgint, thus ptcv-
inj- that oios, the avrd for Ilaine " in the Neav Testament is{generic.

(c) Apart from the names cf the berry, grapes and raisins,
there is ne word in the English Bible designating vine fruit
except Il vine."

The chapter cf i Cor. xi. 2t, is appealed te in support cf
the fermentcd comimunion aine theery, but flic facts and con-
sideratiens presented in the ittie tract wvlich 1 enclose vili

* show that this text affords ne tenable argument fer sucb
theory. lits titie is, "lAn Examination cf i Cor. xi. 2t, in reter-
ence ta the question cf Intoxication." Londan : Partridge&
Co. 1 shahl be giad te forward a copy te Knoxonian or any
other cf yeur readers wbo nill faveur me withi their address.

TueMAt.s SNO\V.
Underbarrow J'arsfoiage, Kendal Eng/and; .auf Dcc. r888.

BURNS' ANNI VERSA RIES.

i *~

k;

4
I

2-

MR. EDITOR,-Amid the pregress cf avents, aise or
otheraise, that bave characterized aur passing century, there
bas been at ieast an annual effort, more or less successful, ta
gradually recenstruct tbe character of the peet B3urns by cut-
ting off and ccnsigning te endicss oblivion bis more gross and
glaring infirmties, and then se stretching and spreading the
nmantde cf charity ovar others as by-and-by te give him a
valid dlaim ta saintly canonization avth ail its kindred cen-
comitanti. In this effort ««even ministers tboy bac been
kind"' in days gane by and in ne small nunaber, te take a pro-
minent if net a praisen'erthy part, and aven in days near hi',
sente fen' straggiing cnes, by a littie flattery and desire for a
littie fame, arc stihi persuaded, annuaily at least, and for this
end te ««orate"I on the character cf Buns. ln ail this there
is ne ittie peicy manifestad hy îlaose n'bo cauntenance and
keep up sucb cechrations, for cn thme ane band if tbey can-
net in tbem elevate the character cf Burns, they, of neces-
sity, lewer tbeir an'n, and if thcy can get a minister of the
Gospel, and espcciaiiy a DD., hi' a littie faavning and flat-
tery, ta laudabiy "corate"Ilta thcm, this tends at once ta quiet
the conscience, gives a kind of validity ta every fulsome
uttcraiaca, as n'el as a sanction, if nût a sanctiti', ta their
Ilaricus cenviviaities.

THEF CANADA PRESI3VTERIAN.

Prominent among the rapidlv lessening number of minis-
ters who "lorated I at )agt 'ear's Burns' birthday celebia-
tion, a wvorthy D.D. in as far as 1 remnember, the only 1
one in the Province, if not ini the Dominion, who did
94erate,> is reported in substance ta have said :"lThe ques-
tion lias been aslced, WVas 1'Burns a .a-iglous man ? If by tItisj
is meant a firni believer in the fundamentais o! Christiaitity,
ive sbould say say, Noemni could bc a sceptic who ivraiec
'The Cotar's Saturday Nigit' and IlMan Xas Miade te
Mfourn.' But if is meant a consistent, devant and heoly mnan,i
ive answer, No. He associated ivitli men of ne dermîite creed.
lie becamne at tmes degraded te the Iow mnoral levei of lis
age, and these wvit ought te have been bis helpcrs and advis-
ers, encouragcd him in se deing. The strict, unsymipathictic
rigereus dealings of certain religienists rcpeiied himn and mnade
him suspicieus cf the sanctity cf Christians. Takec him as a
îvhole, whcn shall Scotland or the wcrld sec his aqual ? Scot-
land, wben tee late, recognîzes what shoe bas lest in the death
cf Burns. The worid breaks the hecarts cf ihs best benefatctor.s,i
andi tlereaftcr builds their sepulchres, bc it Burns or net.»
Such is the man wvbernthe Dr., as a ainister of Christ, se
fraque tly at the festive board deliîghts te heneur, while (lie
most noted champions of the Church, sucli as Luther, Calvin,
Knox and Chalmers are unnoticed as if aînknown.

Whlite it saveurs not a littie of Popery te put a mari throughi
a purifyîng process long after hie is dead, yet tlhc Dr. shriîaks
flot from the Herculean task, for if Burns did net liveaa
Chîristian life, wherein lies the cil or the consistency cf
mînistars of Christ Ilerating " at bis birthday celebrations.
On rcading the Dr.'s deinition cf iBurns' religion as being
but a Ilfaith without werks," one iveil said, l'Odd man I îhat's
the Dei's religion, for nane beleeves mair strangiy in the foon-
dementals ' Christianity, an' yet niair strangly despîses its
requirements." Such was the religieus life of Balaani, cf
Saul, cf Judas, of Simon Magus, etc. Ait these belîcved, yet
eacb one bcied bis belief. The evidence presented cf lBurns
Christianity is that "lne manl could bc a sceptic îvho %vrate
«'The Cttar's Saturday Niglit ' and "Man Was Made te
Mcfurn.'" Non' ihis gees upen the untenabie assumptien that
ne man ceuld picture eut what hie hinself did flot prefess, that
ne man ceuld cîther by pan or pencil peurtray a geod.icoking or
a geod-living man unless hie nas a good-leoking or a goed-iiv-
ing man himseif. It cannot be denîed that aman may pour-
tray what ho secs witheut hlm as wiel as what ho feels iithin
him, as is donc every day in poetry and prose, nay more,
hon' many picture eut fer pay, more or less grapbicaily,
îvhat neyer existed, but only what thcy iniagined. Ta even
suppose, then, that a'man ceuld write nothing but what hie
realizes, is in entire variance nith every-day experience. But
suppose that in thîs case the principle held good, and there
ceuid bc collected ait that Burns ivrate that n'as se unseemly
and offensive as te be unfit for publication, or ait those untoavard
prominenccs'in bis character and course cf life, îvhîch bis
successive biographers and celebrators have ail aleng striven
se carefully te cenceal anad consign te oblivion, and a man
manufactured therefreiniatone, as the Dr. and ethers have
donc eut cf Burns' better qualities, each drawing a pîcture
te suit hianseif and serve bis purpese, the verdict in the one
case would bc as vaîîd as in the ailier that ne such man could
be aitier than a sceptic. Each cf these might be called
Burns, but netther of theni n'uld be Burns. This is the rea-
son that ive have non' sa many Burnses, and the ground for
question if wve havé- the right one after ail. This much ive
know, that the Burns of aur day is net the Burns who wvol
nigh a century age, with a lifc's grovvth cf bis beliet, as n'el
as cfthie greatness #--: bis manhocd, n'as avent te strell, shal
1 net say stagger, îdly about the streets cf Dunmfries, shunned
by respectable people, and Il vhen any drunken fellon', pos.
sessed cf a fan' shillings, ivas n'iîîing te spend theni in the
public house, could casily command bis ccanpany." In olden
tume the heathen were n'ont te strip their deities cf every in-
firmîty, and clothe tbein with every perfection and thon wor-
ship theni. On a somewhat sinîilar principle those birthday
oraters scecn te act, îvhe select their niaterials and manufac-
turc their man te suit the tastes and serve the purpeses of
their auditors, and those ministers n'ho are the most succcss-
fui in sa doing are the mest highly applauded and most fra-
quently asked te Ilerate"I hefore thein, white the mode each
adopts and the man each produces are both irtended at once
te arouse and enrapt the bearers and te justify and gratify the
cpeakcr.

The statements that the "strict, etc., dcalings cf certain
reigionists repclled bini and made bina suspicions cf the sin-
cerity cf Christians," and Ilble became at turnes degraded to
the iow manrai level cf bis age, and those whe ouglit te have
been bis helpers and advisers encouraged him in wrong-
doing," is fraugbt wth much significant meaning ; it shows
us who werc blamcwvortby in what they did te bur, wh:le the
silence e"the Dr. sets B3urns scot free. And what did hc do
fer himseif te nobiy resist and risc aboye it al? The record
says "holi asscciated with men of ne definite creed."1 Ailt is
is but in il.accord avtb the opinion cf one cf bis flatterers,
,vhe Il ratus I that B3urns was " the chief pioneer cf the more
moderate and ratienal religieus life cf the people cf Scotland,"
or cf another n'ho net less ccnfldentiy and ail but blas-
pbamnusly says, 'i not*Latimer, net Luther struck more tciiing
blews against false tlîelogy than B3urns." Ail is in ill accord
withi that lofty disceriment, that staîavart independence, and
that medel naanlincss which is the ceaseicss bo3st alike cf bis
biographers and celobrators. But did nottlhe bimseif, despite
bis defenders, do much in bis life, brief though it n'as, te
ilrepel"I frcmn good and " degrade"Iltaecvii, alike by bis utter-
rances and bis actions, by the fostered passions cf bis yeuth-
fûti days and the chcrished appetites cf bis; matuter yaars ?

Trhis did lie w'hiteclhe ived, and since hae died bas hae not heen
and stili is the mens, more er Iess direct, cf I" xepelling
front goed, and Ildegrading"» toecvil, an untold number aahicb
can neyer be knoavn tillIl"the day shall deciare it ?" nwhite
front lis birth ta bis burial, frein that day te this, 1 have
yat faîiled te find the record et bis ever lîaving led a single
seul te the Saviauir. StilI the "orating" Dr., reused into
rapture, selects bis anateriai, constructs bis cfligy, arites under
it, "This 's Burns," and exuitingiy exclaints anaid flec piaud-
ts of tlîe people, IlEureka 1 Eureka 1 when shahl Scotland

or tlic world sec bis equal ?"I And hae than ainds up aitli tha
wceful accusation that Ilthe aaord breaks the bearts of its hast
banafactors, and tlîereafter builds their sapulclires."l

But seriously, whercin lias the cati or the consistency, to
say nothing averse, cf a minister belenging te a churcb se
specially doavn on drunkaniness, its devices and debasamients
as ours, te stand up one day before an audience, year after
year te celabrata the hirth-day of bina aaba enbodied and
exhibited bis helief ini tie principles but net aha practices of
Christianity ; and on another, ta proclaim t te purity and
poawer of Ilim avbo aas Il cly, barmlcss, and undeflied, and
separate frein sinners."l On one day, and at tlie lestai beard,
te iaud almest as bigli as language aili carry, one ashiein
livinz eut bis belief becomes a sad, a seîf-ruined wrcck; anud
on aimther, at the sacramnental table, and aith the sacred
syiabeis cf the sacrifice in bis bauds, te commemerate the un-
ulying love cf One avhc se leved us as te Ilofier himsclf without
spot te God for us." Besidas, the minister is speciaiiy expected
bn connecticu with those very universttl celebratiens te do
what lie can te ereate, se ta speak, an atînesphera consistent
aith ecd, and eacb te be in keeping aith the character and
permeatad witb the spirit ef the individual se celebrated.
Could any minister of jesus Christ conceive cf hinm acting
sncb a double uart, or conaending snch a course ta ethers,
and n'onid the dector have tbought ail tlic more cf lim had lac
done seoa Or could hoe cenceive even cf Paul, though "the
least cf ail saints," and becenaing "ail tbings ta ail mien," or
any cf the ether aposties doing se ? Truc it naay hacentcndcd
tlaat specially in our day " thetfruti makes frea"I and Ilthat
wbcrc the spirit cf the Lord is there is liberty." But there is a
freedorn that trutb neither creates nor ceuntenances, and thare
is a liberty whicb the spirit botla cenEures and condermias, and
need it be said that in Bnrns' celebratiens Il another spirit"I
predominates? i 1arn net se faniliar aith the lité cf Burns as
to say atiglit cf bis ordinary cburcli attendance, or hoav long,
if ever, bien'as a niember of any churcla. In short, atter ait
the fulsomne and laborate culegies with ahicia the peet's flat-
tering iinisterial partizans bave sought te, array and exhiblit
huit, te conceal, if net cancel bis faiies, waould ho bave been
received and rctaincd by any cf thein as a cburcb member,
or weuld tbey have ccnimendcd bis example te those avho were
already communicants ? Vet such is the nman seane ministers
of Christ stillIl deiight te bonour" and justify it by the excla-
mation, Il Men shahl the werid sec bis equaliIl Aman, the
longer lac lived, the ioe ch sank and sank others aitb bim,
tili shunned by the respectable, hie seught for, and n'as sought
by, convivial cempaniens, became a confarmed debauchec, a
reguiar set, a seif-ruined wareck, that did net '"Byie ont hait bis
days."l Yet, after nil and despite al, I suppose that even bis
Cbristian celebrators aill still exultantiy say or sing, "lA man's
a man for a' that." Alloav nie then instead to commend te thcm
the lofty resoive cf Paul, I magnify mine office,"l and
stili mere, te hear and te beed the inj'înctien cf bis Master,
IlLet the dead bury their dead, but go thou and preacb the
kîngdom of G cd."1

I regard it as a very hopeful sign that 1 failed te flnd
another cleric in our Province, and recoliect of only anc other
in the Domninion wbo Ilorated"I at Burns' iast birth-day
If others, I weuld cnhy say by a modificd quotation, IlIf truc
'tîs pity and pity 'tîs if truc." Thîs cicric differs soreabvat
front tie decter by saying, IlOrators ncav sink the man in the
past, and only did their best te show the excellency cf bis
verse. The frail nian, aith ail lus fauits and follies, shouîd be
forgetten as speedihy as possible, and be remembered by bis
immertal averk, and as a living force in seciety on the side of
maniiness, truth, and righteousncss." This ast statemnent,
bon'ever, is more than questienabie and must be taken cumn
Zr-ana salis.

That Burns avas greathy gif:ed none wiil dcny, but "ail
gifîs are net graces"I and do net aiavays cnstitute great men.
For poaver possessed, n'hether cf mmnd, muscle, or mencey, if
aantonly n'asted, or even avrse, as is often the case, wiil ncver
produce greatness. A man anay bo able clcariy te discern,
yat net cesîre the good, as aven a heathen poat bas said : I
sec and apprave the good, yet 1 felen' the cvii," and further,
if true as one cf aur oavn poets bas said: IlThe good alone are
great ; " and if mian's chie! end is te giorify God, te benefit
man, n'a sec in n'hat truc greatnass censists. Truc, Burns
avas a great genius, but if genius is te bc admired, if net
adored, irrespective cf its eperations and issues, then lu this
Satan himsehf bas the pre.emincnce, and hoe tee is a most
IIfirin believer in the fundantentais of Cbristianity," a believer
in the principles but nat the prâctices cf religion. It bas
ahavays been a mystery ta me bon' Burns cauld ho sucb a
great "lliving force"I in seiety en the side cf manliness and
its cenremitants, and yet be se signaliy feetahe in regard te
binaseif. It is cften assumed and asscrtad, said, but nat
shown, that lacieavas the greatest of ail Scctcbmen. As eacb
decade lias passed, bis poaver bias gren'n, and the people have
been transiating bis bigb and noble thought and senti-
ment inte politicai life. His songs arte pricelcss beritage cf
the Scaîish people. Their influence bas beau great en.British
literatura, and peaverful beyond estimate an the national life
That in point cf intellect, in right feeling, in banesty cf pur-
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