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SHALL COMMUN SENSE PREVAILr

—

#Y KRNOXONIAN,

To butt against a Synod ¢: a General Assembly s
a somewhat senous undertaking.  Yet two of three
esteemed munisters, not a thousand muiles away, have
done that very thing and have lived. Not only have
they lived, they secm (o prosper in their work quite
as much as those who say amen o every deliverance
of the. majority. If the amount contnbuted by the
congregatuns of these munisters to the Schemes of
the Church were taken out the withdrawal of the
specie would leave a hole not casily filled. It has
been said that a sermon preached by ane of them was
nailed up n barrooms during the late Scott Act con
tests. Few places arc more 1in aeced of good ser-
mons. Naihing a sermon on the back wall of perdi.
tion would not affect the truth of the sermon. The
main question about any scrmon s, Is it true?2 Not
Where s it raled up? The Ross Selections have
been burnt before now, but that did not prove any-
thing 1n regard to the Selections. The whole Bible
has been burnt, but that did not make anything
against the Bible.

This excursus 1s merely meant to show that a min-
1ster may differ trom tus Church court and rub along
down here 1n a rcasonably useful sort of a way. If
distinguished men may differ from the majority on a
burning questron and sull prosper, perhaps one not
distinguished may ask the majority a civil quesuion on
2 business matter without being extinguished,

The question we propuse to ask is, Would 1t not be
better to have Synods and Assemblies meet in cen-
tral places? This 1s not a deep metaphysical ques.
tion. Itis not a profound theological problem. We
have not the shgntest hope of ever being made a
Doctor in Divinity for wrniting a paper on any such
useful subject. [t s, however, a question which
gravely affects the welfare of the Church.  The week
before last the Synod of Toronto and Kingston met n

OWEN SOUND.

Considered apart from 1ts location, there ts no bet-
ter place for a Synod te meet in. We have two
splendid church buildings there with every possible
convenience. The Owen Sound Presbytenans are a
whole-souled, generous, hospitable people. They en.
tertained the Synod in right royal style. In the mat.
ter of kindness and personal attention, the members
were probably much better cared for than they would
have been in a large city. If the main thing is to
have 2 good time, give us Owen Sound every year.

The chief defect about this meeting of Synod was
that the Synod was not there. Technwally it was,
but actually it was not. How many members were
present from the Presbytenes of Kngston, Lindsay.
Peterborough and Whuby! No blame can be at
tached to the people of Owen Sound for the thin at-
tendance. It 1s no fault of theirs that their beautiful
town 1s 1n one corner of the terntory covered by the
Synod. They could not reasonably be expected to
move their town into the centre.

Gananoyue 15 about 180 mules east of Toronto. In
gomng to the meeung of Synod Brother Gracey and
his elder—if they attended—would have to travel 180
miles to Toronto and then start out on another journey
of 122 mules to Owen Sound—n all, joo mules. Isat
a reasonable thing tu suppose .hat anybody will tra-
vel 300 miles to a meeung of Synod which lasts less
than two days and does little more than recewve, dis-
cuss and ad>pt the reports of two ur three standing
committees ?

Kingstor, 1s a Presbytenian centre.  The protessors
of Quezas and other members of that histonic
Presbytery shouid besa the dynod. Could they be
expected to travel neacly 3w mules to a two days
meeting at which there was Lule done but routne
pusiness: The memnbers in and around Kingston
were a hundred miles aearer the meeting of the Synod
of Moatresl and Ottawa than they were to the meer-
ing of their own Synod.  Is «t Iresbytenan comnmon
sense to ask a Presbytery to uavel mure than a han-
dred mules farther to a meetang of thewr own Synod
than they would have to travel to the mecung of a
acighbounng Synod? To get (o Owen Sound a
. large numbes ol the members of Synud would have
to travel about 100 muies o Torunto, and thep stant
out. on another joyrney of 1.2 mulss |

The utter lack of business capacity and common
scase shown in these matters is still mote apparent in
the General Assembly. This year the Supremo Court
meets in

HALIFAX.

In everything but its location Halifax is a pre-emi.
nently suitable place, It is perhaps tho tnost hospi-
table city in the Dominion. The kindness of the peo-
ple knows no bounds. No western city would be hkely
to take as much interest in the Supreme Court as
will be taken in Halifax. If the main thing 1s to ac-
cept the hospitahty of the kindest people on the con-
tinent then go to Halifax until the millennial era
dawns,

Bat let us see what going to Halfax means., It
means that the commussioners from Brish Columbia
travel about 3,000 miles to Mantreal, and then statt on
another journey of about 1,000 miles 1o the Assembly !
The commissioners from Calgary travel 2,262 miles
to Montreal, and having rested, start agawn for an:
other long journey, Even the commissioners from
Winnipeg aze only a httle more than half way to the
Assembly when they get to Montreal, and about half
way in Toronto !
North-\West can stand apy such expense all we have
to say i1s that they have more money than many of
thetr neighbours.

Going from any part of Western Ontario to Halifax
will spoil a month and $100, Whether 1t 1s the duty
of a mumister or elder to spoil both these good things
for the sake of attending a meeting of Assembly each
one must decide for himself, Few mimisters can take
the gth of June for Assembly purpases, and then take
a much-needed holiday in August.

The common-sense remedy 1s to hold all such meet-
s at central points. Toronto s the ratural place
for the Synod of Kingston and Toronto to meet. No
one would have any reason to complain 1f the Assem.
bly met rio farther east than Montreal and no farther
west than Hamilton. Thers may have been good
reasons why the perambulating system should have
been adopted for a time after the Union. Now that
the Supreme Court has met as far west as Winnipeg
and as fareast as Halifax, and at all important points
between these extremes, would it not be as well to
drop the perambulating system at least for & time and
let common sense prevail ?

IS CHRIST OR PETER THE FOUNDATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH ¢

BY THE REV. R, WALLACE.

Continued.

Dr. MacVicar says the programme of the Vatican
and the Jesuits at present is the capture of Britain and
America, and through them the subjugation of the
whole world. Nor is it spinitual subjugation alone that
s aimed at,but temporal as well. La Versté,the strong
est Ultramontane journal of Quebec, on December
31, 1887, says, “ The Church is not only absolutely
«dependent of the State, but what is more, superior
to 1t.” If we have any regard to the welfare of our
country, whether as patriots or Christians, we must
resist to the utmost Romanism as both a political and
religious system. Why? Because it perverts and
suppresses the truth of God—is now in the maiy
Jesuism 1t corrupts and poisons the fountains of
education, elementary and advanced, makes national
education and national unity in Canada impossible,
¢ cnpples human freedom aad undensably impovesr-
ishes the people. The Bible is interdicted and has
been burned in the Province of Quebec at the in-
stance of Rome. The schools are botbeds of super-
stition, in which pupils waste their time over vapid
icgends of the szints, and are obliged to sacnfice theu
manhood in the confessional. The vast majority of
the people are made poor and non-progressive by the
unlimited exactions of the Church. They are not
frec in any sense; but the s, "vit of liberty is nising
«n their breasts, and all true patriots should help them
i0 cast ofTthe yoke. It isnot too mach to look for the
Jdownfall of Romanism, That which it hates and fears
most—the Word of the living Gou—is the appointed
nstrument of its overthrow. It declases that the great
apustasy shall be destroyed with the breath of His
mouth and the brightness of His coming—that 1s,
with the general circulation of the sacred Scnptures
and-the general ceception by the deluded followers
of Rome of the pure and simple Gospel of saivation

through faith in Christ only.

If the ministers and elders of the”

—

Already about 40,000 French-Canadians have bey
thus convested by the efforts of the Churches of Chrig,

Let us then speedily give the Bible to all; and
this terrible battle with error, daily increasing in ma;.
nitude, let us, with the faithful and heroic Baptist mi;. 1
sionary, William Carey, * expect great things frog -
God and attempt great things for God.” Filty yeay §
ago the Romaanists of Great Brtain constituted neg.
ly one third of the population , now only one-seveny, {3
With all the efforts of Rome the gains of Protestan,
1sm have been vastly greater in the United Sty
than those of Rome. From 1851 to 1881 Rome addy
5,000 t + the ranks of hes priesthuod, to the Protey,
ant mimstry there were added during the same tim,
44,315 In twenty years 1850-1870) Rome built 2,50, [
aew churches , the Protestants of the United Stay -
duning the same time increased the number of the, B
churches by 21,000, Rume swavs about 7,000,0000; §8
the population of the Uated States ; whereas they B
are over §0,000,000 Protestants, 70,003 Protestant myg.
1sters and about too,000 Protestant churches, iy
evident both from the predictions of the Word ang
the signs of the times that the progress of Prote.
tantism and evangelical religion is onward and v BB
ward, and the destiny of Rome s downward, | S
would therefore warn pohticians that thoss who ally
themselves with Rome and 1¢an on her for streng
and support are destined to disappointment. They BB
lean on a broken vreed—hke Israel of old when they ‘8
tooked to Egypt for help—a reed that will picrce . i
hand that leans on it, Dr. Watts, of Belfast, I, N
land, after approving of the action of the Empuy I
of Germany in sending his sor, the present Emps.
ror, to take partin the Luther festival in 1883, siy;, I
* The history of Western Europe proves that no Gor. ' Bl
ernment can with impunity espouse the cause of 1y JlE
Papacy (witness the case of Napoleon IIL); o B
treat with indifference the Gospel of Christ and pros. -
per (Isa. Ix. 12). Statesmen would do well to bearke .
to the voice, for the dogm of the pation which legy. |
lates 1n the interests of Rome is wrntten s
clearly 1n the history of the past four centuny B
that he who runs may read. Recent explon. 33
tons in the ruins of Rabylon and Nineveh bny; X
10 light the causes which wrought their overthrow,
Deeds of cruelty, robbery and oppression, ke
which the patronage of their false gods was claimed
brought down upon them the judgment of Jehovzb.' N
And just as clearly are the causes of the judgment §
wherewith the Papal Governments of Europe hin
been visited portrayed in the history of the pox. Ji8
Reformation period.  Ia her has been found the bleot [N
of prophets and of saints and of all that were ship.
upon the earth (Rev. xviii. 24). Cruelties perpetratd 98
in some instances on a scale of provincial or evey §
national magnitude, and culminating in wholess: i
massacres—cruelties inspired and patromzed ty JS
Rome —have been visited by the fearful penalties of S
judicial blindness and national humiliation,” Lits J
causes are always sure to produce like effects in il &
nations and times. Let us see to it that we do why.
we canto avert such judgments from our belovd
Canada by not ailowing our Governments to form oa. J§
hallowed alliances with Rome, forif we do we becoms
partakers of other men’s sins, and we must suffer from
the judgments that are then brought on our nation. :JE

We should pot hesitate, with the Reformers, to ds ‘8
scribe Popery as the Great Apostasy, or as i 1 Tim”
v, 1t is called “ The Apostasy ” in the Greek, with
an article to give it emphasis. Let any intelligent:
and candud student of God’s Word compare Dansl '}
vii. and viii. with 2 Thessalonians ii. and i:
Timothy iv., and he must come to the conds.:
sion that Popery is the greatest Apostasy with
which the Church of ‘God has had to contend. |
2 Thes.u. 8, it is described as ** The Lawless One’
the power that sets asiae and nullifies the law
God aad sanctions<smmorality and sin among mes.
This accords with what Daniel says of the Lite
Hora (wii. 25, . “ He shall wear out the saints of t
Most High, and th.nk to change times and laws®:
“ He shall exceed in wickedness all that went before
him” {Sept. on Daniel vii. 24, either by prome
ung wickedness in general of idolatry in particols;
as the term sin often signifies in Scripture {see Bisht
Newio.. onthe Prophedies, p. 390). In proof thatthi
desusprion  refers and those titles belong to the
Papacy we neced only refer to the system of indeh
gences (ommenced in.the thisteenth centary t0 io-
crease the puwer of the priests over the people), tothe
tanff of sins by which many -iniquities are sanctiondd




