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FIVt horrible înurdcrs hîave taken place in the
caunty of WVelland %vtllîmn sie past two ycars. .>îil)
ane of <lic criuninals lias bieu caîîght and punisiicd.
Four rnurdcrs have taken place mn Torxento within a
comparatîvciy short peariod of <isse. Nanae af the
murdeters hins ever beers aricsied. Dynamite out.
rages have beconema naucs ni atiiiost mnnhly oc-
currence. .ilurdcrous assaults, cipccial i an vIhiskay
inforirers, arc nlot uncoinnon. Ainidst this carnival
of vioence and crime liait a dozen judges arc
going up and dowiî througliotit the cauintry trying
elccion peitians 1 1 <lihe law officcrs of thia Crawn
try as liard te arrcst «Insîistais as sie politicians do
to vold cilections, thec> do not suicceed as wcli.
WVonderful, i <t net e how easuy mnatcriai can bc
round t0 vaîd anr alectton and 'iQv liard si is te catch
the fiends wlia use dynamite and contiu nmurder.
Therc sens to bc soinething %vrong somcwlîere.

T:<m tact that close, constant contact with cvili s
very likely ta sir t'le moral nature and degrade the
whaie man is oftaîm strikingiy illtu.trated by tha dawn-
fllof dectives. Net long age' the waorid was starticd
by the discavery that saine cf the Scotland Yard de-
tectives wcre in league with soivie of the worst crimi-
naIs cf the day. To furnish anuther illustrann it is
neot naccsstary to assuma the gusait of the Montreal de-
tectives recantly ciîargcd witli most beinaus offcnces.
If thcy arc net guilty the datectives who profess ta
have discovercd their guilt ara mast infamaus men.
It is nat at ail wondartui that a detective shauld end
in being a crîmînsal. Constant familiarity with evii ini
its worst terni must sooni ruin the moral nature of
aimost any mani. The constant deception practised
by detectivas mnust aise have a lî.rdening effect.
Whether and hawv far moral refarmcrs arc justiflad in
emplaying detectives who teil faisebood and practise
grass deccit ta catch law-breakers is one of the ques-
tions that should bc discussad at ne distant date.

Nor* varte many years ago, probably at a point
within thz memiory of many of our readers-thle
Fishery dispute with ou r nigburs would have been
settled with the sward. &Naw the commissianers of
both nations arc sattiing it peaceluliy,and whatever the
terms of settlement may he, noe .ne expects war. That
two Chriiat nations sisauid arrange tîzair difficulies
in this way is wbat ona wouid expact. 1< would be a
listing diegrace to bath if tlîîs 1- isliery business led
<o tht useoaiarms. Sometlung unaxpccted, however,
bas recentiy happened, wich shows that peace prîns.
cipies are becaming po:ent. France bas actually
changed ber political liead ivithout bloodshad. Tbat
certaunlyîs somaxhing aew under <hasun. it is quite
truc thsal; the rotin of govcrnmtnt bas flot been
changed, -but for F rance te change even a president
wiîhout bloadshed s!, a grcai stcp mn advance. The
wanld is improvmng. It becames harder every year ta
sec any "'glory"i in 'war. Man is lcarning te do sorte-
thing better than butther bis brother nec.. NVere it
nat for the grasping ambition aml tyranny of two or
ibrec European dynastias, tiiree*fourths of the military
the woria river might bc disbandau.

Tnu: Evangclsst bas grave doubts as te wlie:her
even very young mainbcrs shoutd bave a vota in
choosing a pastor :

NVby àhould a boy of tern or gwetva, tbough hae be a Chris-
tia, be allowed tu assume so serious a repon.sibility as the
sciectlots of a pastor for a Christian congregahiun ? Such a
youth cia bardly tic supposed Ia hava une tinglc qualifi-
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caion fer thie sight qlitchsrge of a duiy over whiciî thie
wltest '<estion pausfs willi solerrin hecsilation. Ilill qes-
tionamie whellîr surh elîildren otîghi la bc prmtttt1I taoit!
cven In the cItation of un cidtr. we irecus nInstance In
whch a company ut such yoailî cievated tu the cidershil i<
favourite leadet, wlia hsd but j ast testcled Fi% n.ajorlty.
luit uo the prepricty cf pnimtting sucli youth in cctia
iattor, ot even ia ihlage In such ceitl, thete car haidly
la question amorg consldeale mînds.

Thara is much force in the (oregning, but who would
care to talie the responsibility of fixing thec age at
whicli a young Christiani slîouid vote for bi% spiritual
alisar? Semae young people have more sense at
fifîcen or .tixteen than athers have at twenty-ome.
rImeta is samcîhing absurd in thet heony <liat a y-outl

tif hifteen, wlmo may be uingularly lacking is judgrnent
ni ae;îa<mence. should have as inuch <In %ny in ste
selectioui of n paster as ani expcdiencedt Chistian of
<hicescore bt %vis can sîîggcst a practical remîîedy ?
l>erlîaps the besi way out ofaitet difficulty îvotid bc
for timosa ndvanccd in y cars and axpenience te give
moeatutention te tha training ot tht yaîiiftil vmîteri<.

Tii New York Et'angelist thinks duint the Genseral
Assanibly of the Ainenican Chuncb shîould settle the
question, WNho may vota in choosing a passr?~ Our
contcmpoary is ofth<le opinion that noe îdlîarent
shouid vote but thosa wlîo lire beads nf bou£echolds,
and thai there shouid bc an age-lmmiit even for <hase
who are members in full communion .

lit 19. -scaiau% questioni &hcther tdicte sîmoul.! iot amlo lie
%orma iindred limitation inier.g <liera wi aie canimuml-
canig. Instance% nie net want lng in xwhich %ccietics of
ye îing peustons bclowllawful aea orgallirad is relagious cern-
paiîionthlp of una sart and annthr--ntîissastic, zealous,
nver-torwâtd. but quise disqumliied te faim an Intelligent
jmidgnen< as tn <he character andm qualliriatioi of a paitor
-have sometimes ut their own motion. endi occaticinai-
ungter inc.,nsiderate or amtutous tesitesship, <akcn thea
whole nmasser insu <hein awn hande, end dcterni.ed the
ciaction of a pattur, greatly te their own geai inlutîy as wcett
as <bat af the Church lit lat;e. in one instance or wiich
WeC arc cognirant, <ha inconsîderate rac! ut such a conupansy
af youth, mny of whom wete h&aidly more timan childien,
remultail in <ha choie of a pàsier îgainsi <he unaisimus
judgment <'f the eldcershlp. and o! a larje part of tht mia
luter menibers cf <ha Chuich 1
In these days, when sacieties cf vanieus kinds are
,niutiplied wiîiiin the Chuncb, there is souma danger
in tht direction indicated by aur eon<cmporary. The
danger arisas tram using such societies for purposes
ciller <ban those for which <bey wenc cstablislied. No
missionary society, mission band, mnutual improve,
ment association, or similar organizations sheuid, in
its uniteti capacîty, intertare with tIhe calling of a
passer. The members cf these organizations have
their rigbîs as individuai members of the Churcli, and
with thie exencise cf their individual riglits <bey
thauid be satisfltd. The ol'power witlîin a power"
is always bail.
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TiblE in its calm, steady progress bas brouglit round
again the season cf festivity, sie tume for social and
tamily enijaye cnt. Eagerly anîticipated for- weeks,
langed for by <l'e childrcn, ta whom it cognes with
ail but unalloyed deiight, <hase who bave seen nîany
happy returgns cf the senson are astonished at the ra-
pidiîy with wh*.zh it recurs. AIl are prepared to wel-
camne the seasisn whose az-sociatians appeal to the
truest and deepest feelings of hunianity. Tht ricli
make <hein palatial dweihings ail tht: bnighter when the
jayous season approachm±s; tht humblast ;ibodc bas
its inexpensive decorations and little briglit touches
responrive ta the gevieral gladnass that bas echoed
round the worid since first the angel choristers
sang their benedîctiun liymn. Wbetlier the imme.
diate outiook be radiant with belle or dark viith
forebodings cf comning trials and difficuity, Christmas-
<mdc at any rate bas a brightîiiss peculiarly its ewn

Tht advent ef this glad seasan deserves tht heant-
test welcome. Event wbere lire is mnost leisurely, in
remota cauntry homes, il connes ta niake a brief dis-
turbanca of tht rnonotony <bat is inseparable frani
the ordinary routine of daily lite on thetfarte or in
tht peaceful lîttle village. To hurrîcd toilers in large
towns and cistes there is blessîng in tht short pause
ut gives te the raîmd whiri cf modern business lire.

.arcely a bomne, hawevcr, far rernavcd f=oL -'ie crn-
tres af activity, but has its absent Unes, whobe oniy
chance of joining the family circle is the I.oliday lima.
It us a good limne for ah) concerned.

In spite cf tht famniliar proverb <bat ab3ence makes
the heart grovè fonder, Ibert: are mpmy ls?, nences tetd-
sen; ta waaken the attacliments that bînd the scattered

incmnhbers of fanuhhies. Nev sctnes, clinmged associa.
tiens. tircsi attractions. nnd site iendy dcmands af
imniedinte dmuty arc mborbing <imn nd attention.
Many a dutiful son (.lils te write witm dlue reRuiarity
sie letter whiich is suengcrly laokcd for by mather
and si-tens, whose misappointiîent ni its non-arrivai
us tteeper <hînn uisunlîy finds e.xpression. Wlic-. ail the
distant iliiînbsers f thie Iatnity lire reunited ini Ille
finisse clîcle dtiring tlia Christmmms hlîiiays, thase
breaks in tlhe chmaits oi negular corrcspondencc5 and
jîositbly iiany ailier tings, arc clierfuhly torgottens
and forgiven. T'ha affections bave a chance for fret
anîd ,,pontisicnus exercisr andi aIliare greatly <lie
bctter for dit kiNidly touches of îîatiîral feeling <bat
imake lime wiîole weorM kin.

'lie sevenal enjoyllîants of hiumie lita wîll neccssa.rily
<tii Ille thom)iglits in hiiiin whom th Ille lt
lin limaven niîd cartm is iinied. Chîristmas, wlîatevcr
difféenuces of opinion rcgarding tlhc precise time or
miner ot uts observance, is cuîîpliatically a Chrnistian
institution. 1<ta.kes ils n'ie train hlin wbosaadivant
te thl ieilliîdil seeks to cauuîîmiorata. is chic[
associations claîsser around thlic maîgcr cf Bhlîehiem,
and tlie kindliest and most charitable teehinsp% af the
liusîîan litant rament te its îmenies. 'lic davout
seul wili ted ie tunce- af ils appeal. Thcre <s in this
svorld of minglcd joy and sorrow, <lis lif(ýof surprNsing
changes, abumîdamît occasion for the exes-cisc of tht
largestliearted ganerosity. In niany caises <bat need
»mt bc ostemaîntieus on pecumunirly expansive. The
riclmest Ur limant gufis mnny have no represanitative cx-
pression in unanctany valuae. By gerîcrat consent
<hart is a truce to the ordmnary contendmngs, se coin-
nuon in modern lite and entes-prise, in îvbich otlier <han
tha hast feelings of humanity are in tlhe ascendant.
At <lus season <ha sacred words Il Pence on aartb and
good wiil ta nment" bave mont moeaning <han unhappiiy
îlmey hava nt other times. Let <hem <lien bave full
scoli, for none will be tht warse, and ai will be slte
better for the actual tmbodiment cf <bis part ai a
practical Christianity. Mlay tlia blessing of Hîim wiîo
laid His bands on tht littia childten and who loves ail,
nest an evcry borne tbroîughout aur (air Doinison,
threughiaut tha wvorld, wherc <ha inmates mccl on
Chrib<nias Day, and espaciaily rnay il rest on tii;
homnes <bat have bcen darkanad by sorrow. Alay ut
be a day of widespraatd joy and gladness 1

TIIR EVP'ANEJJLl-AI. ALLIANCh AT
11 *AsII4 YON.

TuE negular meetings of chtineli courts, conféences
and unions are denoîîîinaîional necessities. Tbcy anc
of grent importance ta sie Churches whase wonk <bey
carry an aud whlose distinctive charactenistics <bey
voice. Thay atre noexciusively conflncd to xecessaxy
routine and businass detail. AIl questions ofta public
chas-acter receive mont on less discussion and the
general sentiments of tht particular Churches find
embodimcnt in fittmng resolutions. Sucli meetings
however as ara beli under the auspices of <ha Evan-
gelical I.lliance hava <hein legitimate place and power
Thenet<ha speakers are untrannaid by considera-
< ions cf nmunediate expadiency. The Alliance is nlot a
hegislativa but pre-eminenthy a deliberativa body. II,
is representativa, net of separate danominatians, but
cf the Evangelicai Chus-ci. Tbeugh without authaniîy
<t :carry- ils coniclusiaons imita iunnedinte practical
effect, it is rnuch more <han a very superior debating
club. The best men in the variaus Churches are
sure to take a conspicuous place in tha daliberations,
and <bey bring their best and most niatured tbougbî
ta bear on tlie subjtcts under canbideration. Subject
to 'ha somnewhat stringent but irscessary rules gavern-
ing thie proceadings of the Alliance, tha mambers
nevcrtheless avail ibemselvas of sie opportunhîy
afforded to speak with tlie utmast tîeedom tlie thau<gbt
<bsat is in thcmn.

At the racent miniig of thte Amermcan brant,:i of
sihe Alliance in Washington, aIl seuions of tlie Evan-
gelical Chuicbi were fully and ably rep-esented. The
resuit cit the meeting was such tbat <hase wlits werc
prescrit we. e lîîghly delighted, cxpnessing tbetiisetves
.n the warmsl trnis of tlue picasura ind profit dc.
rivtd front the proceedings, and uvera dasirous cf sett-
ing a sinmiiar gathering as soori as such unighî bc suit-
ably cenvened. At tha %Vashington meneting, Preshy-
terians, Episcopalians, s¶ethodists, Baptists, ongeg.
îionalists, Luthîtrans, MaNfravians and Friends were rc-
presented and wrought togethen with comrntnd;ible
banmony. Thii, in itself, is a mot hopelal siga.,

tbtcltuultk 2ille ikhl.


