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THE REY, DR. SMRLLIK'S JUBILERK.

The Guelph Preshytery of the Peesbylesian Chureh in
Canada held a speaial mecting in Melvalfe Chreh, Fergus,
on Thursday, 15th April, mote patticularly to celcbrate the
Rev. Dr. Smellic’s jubilee.

The following account of the proceedings hias been largsly
drawn from the Ferpus News- Kecond,

The Rev. George Smellie began his ministey as a licen.
tiate of the Church of Scotland in Apmil, 18;33. in the
patish of Ladykirk, Orkney, whete he was ondained in
1836, and laboured until his retroval to Canada in 18413.
He was inducted to St. Andrew's Chuich, Fergus, in
December of that year, succeeding the Rev. A, Gardiner,
who dicd in 1841, At that time thete was no other Church
in the villages but in 1844, Mr. Smiellic and most of his

egati~n throwing in their lot with the portion of the
Church favourabile to the principles of the Free Church of
Scotland, atrangements were made for building Mclville
Church, though wotship, joined in b?- most of those remain.
ing In their old connection, was continued in the old chuich
until the new church was completedt in 1846 and opened by
the late Reve Dr. Buins, of Totonto, At that time Mr.
Smellie’s regular pastorate included Elora, Alma, Crem:
nock and Douglas (now Belwood): but, as m the case of
other pioneer ministers of our Church, his ministrations ex.
tended over a much wider ficld. It used to be a joking re-
mark with him that his charge reached from Fergus to the
North Pols, and the clder members of his family have vivid
recollections of the accounts piven them on his return from
long and toilsomne journeys, olten taken in the depth of win
tee to insure good roads, through the conntry north to the
Georgian Day,

When Dr. Smellie was settled in Fergus the communion
roll numbered 275.  When the congregation entered Mel.
ville Church it numbesed 361,  In subsequent years it soon
rose to considerably above 4oo, the budy of communicants
occupying the whole available space in the church ; but by
the scttiement of ministets in newly-formed congregations
in thegncighbouthood, as well as by the opening of places of
worship by other denominations, the toll was again
diminished, and ever since it has oscillated between 300
and 400, The communicants number at present 345.
These have been from first to Jast nearly 1,400 persuns
admitted as members of Meclville Church, Four clders
enteted Meiville Church with Mr, Smellic: and twenty-
eight others have been since ordained, of whon, foustcen
arenow living, and eleven are still in connection with the con.
gregation,

Dr. Smellic has baptized over 1,400 children during his
incumbency, and has marzied probably 600 couples,

The church amd manse have both been enlarged since
1846, and under God's {;ood hand are occupied still to the
satisfaction of everybody, by the good old minister, now a
Doctor of Divinity. Here a latge family has been brought
up, now widely scattered ; hut of the sucvivors, all within
reach, were present in the old house on the ocgasion of the
celebration of the) ubilee,

With the exception of the year 1863, Dr. Smellic has
enjoyed almost unbroken health, and has been able to dis-
charge the full duties of his office, until the occurence of an
accident which, for ten wecks previous to the jubilee service,
had confined him to his room, and which now necessitated
his being carried into the church, though hisappeaance and
strength of voice were such as to encourage the hope on the
past of all that he might soon occupy hus accustomed place.

The Rev. J. K. Smith, of Galt, was chosen Moderator
oro fempore 1o the absence of the Rev. J. €. Smauh, of
Guelph, from sickness. There was a gouud meeting of the
Presbytery, and Dr. Reid, Dr. Gregg and the Rev. D. J.
Macdonnell, Dr. Smellie’s son in law, from Torontv and
Dr. Ure, from Goderich, were present  The Synod of
Hamilton and London seat the Rev. \V. S, Ball, forn:erly
of Guelph, and the Rev. W, T, McMullen, of Woudstock,
as a deputation to partake in the jubilee. A good many
letters of apology weie read from varicus ministers and
others of high standing in the Church.

About twenty minutes to theec the jubilee services were
commenced by the Moderator giving out a psalm of praise,
followed Ly reading several passages of Scripture and a very
comprehensive prayer offered up by Dr. Torrance, the es-
teemed and now vencrable Llerk ot resbytery.

THE PRESBYTERY OF GUELVPH’S ADDRESS.

The Rev. Dr. Middlemiss, uf Elora, then aruse, and read
the following address to Dr. Smellie, from the Presbytery
ot Guelph:

To the Rev. George Smellic. D.D., Minister of Mel=itle Church,
Fergus:

Deax_Six,—VYour brethren, the minisicrs and elders of the Presby-
sory of Guelph, believe that their word is not needed to avsure you that
it is with sentiments at ouce of great respect and of rincere Christian
affection that they congratulate you on the completion of the fifticth

of your service in the ministry of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Ehrist. For the first time the P!eus‘:ytery i» called to take notice of
such an expericace, on the past of any Wf ir. winisters, ard, though
some of us are growing old in the ministry, a long time may elapee
before 1t ts called again to note a similar eaperience, It s not, haw-
ever, the mere fact of the continuanc Wl a Mty for half a century
that v:e_are to-lay called 1o record.  Unusual and noteworthy as the
factis, it is the character of?'our long ministry that is uppermost in
our thoughts, 1 the service of thanksgiving by which we celebratethe
unusual occugrence of the completion of a Bity yeans ministry. For

yet in the future : andthat the people wlxoha\!uolong fookedd up to you
may yet evpericnce no little Christian quickeningand edification through
yout nunistrations.  That you may ** still bring forth fruit in old age ™ ;
that Mre. Smellié may be yet long spared to adom the place that she
hat w0 lmg’gllul with an exemplarinesa, in all tevpecte, worthy of yuur
own, st that both of yuu may have the ever-growing happiness of see.
ing your children filling thelr several p in a manner worthy
therr inhetitance of a highlyshonourad name, is the sincerc and carnest
prayee of your Lrethrn of the Presbytery,

Signed in the name and b)l-‘ the onler of the Presbytery of Guelph,
this tsth day of April, 1886, k
Jo Ko Surra, AM,, Maderatar p. 8.

oPKRT Torwanc®, D.1V., Srvs. Clerk.
" The ‘:{cv. Dr. Reid, of Toronto, in presenting Dr, Smel-

e wit

A VERY IHANDSOME CI1OCKR,

purchased by the members of the Presbytcry, said ¢

Drax Dr. SsziLig,—An unexpected honour has been
conferred upon me, snd an unexpected pleasure is affor.ded
me by the Presbytery of Guelph, in my beirg asked t) be
the madium, as the mouthpiece or the hand of the Pnsby.
tery, of putting you in possession of the valuable and t eau.
tiful thincpiece on this tahle, and which is presented by the
winisters and_elders of the Presbytery as & token of ‘their
tespect and affection and of their hearty congratulations on
your being pesmitted in the providence of God to
teach the hiticth anniversary of your ordination as a minis.
ter of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Cheist, 1 presume I
have been sclected to discharge this very pleasant duty, on
tre ground of senlotity, as I am the oldest minister present,
and one who has been for the longest time connxcted with
you in church and ministerial relations. Not many ministers
arc permitted to sec jubilee services, and not many have the
privilege of havinf hadsucha Iong pastorate as you have had
as minister of Melville Church, Fergus. I do most heartily
congratulate you on this most interesting occasion, I con-
gratulate you on Icing permitted to see, under very pleasant
circumstances, the fifticth anniversary ol your ordination,
and I congratulate ?'ou on your long, happy and successful
pastorate. I most fully sympathize with every sentiment so
well expressed in the address from the Presbytery, which has
just been read by Dr. Middleniiss, and I can assure you, m
dear Lrother, that I belicve every minister in the Churc
who knows you would most cordially concur in every senti-
ment and expression. 1 congiatulate you o having an at.
tached and affectionate congregation, which has never gone
back, but has always been making progress, and on having
around you dutiful and affectionate sons and daughtets who
have grown up in the manse, and are honoured and useful
members of the Church and of society., 1 trust you and
Mrs. Smellie may be permitted to retumn from the Old Land
with increased health and strength, and that you may be lon,
permitted to note the hours on this beautiful timepiece, unti
the time shall conie when you shall enter into the sest which
remaincth for the people of God.

In teply, Dr. Smellie said that before attempting to te-
spond to the very kind and brotherly address of the #'reshy-
tery, it became him, with all humility, wonder and gratitude,
to acknowledge the favour and forbearance of Almighty God
in sparing him so long, and permitting hir to complete

HALF A CENTURY IN THE WORK OF THR MINISTRY

—a term of service which, though hie hopes he may be able
to say in the words of & brother minister, ** I trust that I
have not lived altogether in vain,” he is conscious has been
characterized by manifold deficiencies and shortcomings. In
addiessing the Presbytery, he had to say, not only that not-
withstanding  differences of opinion, which of nccessity
occasionally arise, a uniform good understanding had pre-
vailed between ham and all lus brethren,  But tﬁzt on the
r-resent occasion, ne had to tender his most sincere and cor-
dial thanks to them for thinking of any demonstration of
this kind ; for condescending to appoint a special meeting
in Fergus, for appearing here to-day in such goodly num-
bers, for the terms of fraternal aflection contasined in the
address just now read ; and, aboveall, for the substantial
and handsome gift, by which they had provided the mcans
of perpetuating the memory of their great and brotherly

- kindness.

THE CONGREGATION’S ADDRESS.

Mr. A, D. Ferrier, asccompanied Ly Messts, Robest
Phillips and Wm, Castell, then came forward and read the
tollowing address from the congregation .

Address to the Kev. G. Swmellie, D.D., from the comgregation of
Mebostle Church, Fergus @

Ryv anr Draw Sig, - As it has pleased the Almighty to spare you
to complete the fifticth,year of your service as a minister in His Church,
we, the uadersigued, on behalf of the conyregation of Melville Church,
have vc?- great pleasure in congratulating you on this memorable oocas
sion. More than forty~two years of that ministry have been spent in
this place, and very mafy who weuvrmm at your induction to St.
Andrew's Church, Fergus, have passed away ; but we ate happy to say
that there are sull mane]r who were present at your entrance into minise
tenal Iife in Fergus.  We may safcly say that from the commencement
of your ministry here, up to thix time, there has been unbiokea hare
mony (save at the Divuption in 1844) betwoen minister and people.
Differences of otnr.ion there may have been; but, under the good hand
of God, no break 1n the attach of and people has
cves taken place.  You have baptised many of yonr present flock, you
have united a grodly number in the holy gonds of matrimony, and 12
the course of Providence you have officiated at the funerals of many.
We happily feel assured that yonr mimsirations have advanced the
cause of the Master to a large extent, and the Church of Christ has had
many recruits from the young people of your flock. Afthough over
the threescore avd ten, we hope and pray that it may pleate the
Almighty to spare you yet for many years of usefulness in His Church,
Understanding that, God willing, it is the intention of yourself and

neasly forty-five years your name has been int y and h bly
ideatified with the Preshyterian Church in this country ~ your personal
exertions wnd aacrifices havisg contributed in no small measure v its
progress and extablishment—and throughout the land, from the time
that most of us can remember till now, the mention of your name has
been_suggestive of all that is eaumplary in the Chrutan pastorate.
Coming_into the Province on the cve of an event that divided the
Church in its'early days, and having now m:u_?' yearssurvived the union
of all the branches in this D of the Church of the Scottish Re-
formation, no differcnces of opinion in retatiun tu the changos thi t have
taken place, have, at any time, or in 2ny degree, affected the g aeral
high estimate of your character as a Christian minister, and of your
value 1o the Church as a counsellor. i

Your ren of the Presbytery, after a scason of ng little anxiety,
rejoice greatly that, having been forbidden by your serious and tryin
illness to meet with them, acconding to their dasire, on the fiftieth mnﬁ
versary, of your ordination, you arc now so far recov. as to be able,
oa this, the fifty-first anniverary of your licensure, to join with them
in their thankegivings to God for your Jong and uscful ministry, and for
the hope, pow again, as we trust, unclouded, that, though you have
seen some years of the decade that few live to we, your beat' days are

Mrs. Smellie to revistt your native land during the g . we
would respectfully requost your aceeptance of this purse and ats con-
tents, along with this short and imperfect address, a< a small token of
our regard for yourse!lf and Mrs. Smellte, whose tn jed and faithfu?
services are hughly appreciated by all connected with Melville Church.
We are grateful to the Mmiﬁm for 5o far blessing the means for ve.
storing you to your wonted th and strength after your late scrirus
atfliction, and we truse the cure under His d may soon be com-
plete e pray heartily that the Lord may prosper your journey.
ings by land and by sea, may watch over and protect you from all Jan.
E::' a}::! a{}n your m.ti’cg),med visit to the dear native land ;hall h:‘;’e
0 y accomplished, may restors you again to your home

youn o copte i this P,

A. D, FExnizs,

(Signed) R, Puitiirs,
Wi, Castert,
Fergus, 15tk April, 1500,

' Dr. Smeliie said this was » fresh call for thanks on his
part, and though somewhii disconcerted by so wmuch atten-

. hand of God.

tion, he wished to say that the address and accompanyin
valuable gift were just another expression of the good.will
and kindness which the congregation had shown toward
him during the long course of his ministry among them,
lle had reccived many similar tokens of their regard. It
was not merely in one case or in two that such had on dif-
ferent occasions been realized ; he could count the instances
by the dozen,  And it was peculiatly gratifying at this stage
to be again thus reminded of the good feeling which has
hitherto subsisted.  *' I beg,” continued Dr. Smellie, **to
take this opportunity of thanking them also for their many
kind calls and inquities after my health duricg the weeks of
my late confinement to the house.  And as the present act of
the Uresbytery is to e regarded as a high compliment paid
to the eongxeﬁtlkm. as well as & matk of sespect to thelt
pastor, T am happy to understand that they are ready to
show their appreciation of the same by giving a cordial re.
ception to the l‘-*:shyterr, aml an entestainment in the deill
shed. I could have wished, did time and other clrcum.
stances permit, to Fivea brief sketch of my ecclesiastical
life,.and a history of this congregation, with a few statistics ;
also, sume explanations regarding the lengthened pestorate
to which reference has Leen made; for I presume that many
outsiders account for it only on the ground that the congre.
gation of Melville Church, Fergus, must tie a long-sufferin
peaple, or that 1 ncver had an o )vommity of getting out o
this place. But I must reserve this,”

Rev, Dr. Wandrope, of Guelph, in addressing the con.

: ;i:cgulon, said : There is a drawback to the enjoyment of
t

is day in the continued illness of our beloved friend, ynur
pastor, It would have been to all of us a great satisfaction
ad he been among us in his wonted health,  $lut inthe
affliction with which he has been visited, we recognire the
He docth all things well. iﬁnd by no une
is this more hearstily acknowledged than by ove brother in
honour of whom we are gathered hete to-day, 1t is but sel-
dom that an opportunil{ is afforded us of congratulating &
minstes on the completion of fifty yeats® service in the Gos.
pel. It must, from the naturc of things, be but seldom that
such a jubilee occurs.  Thave been in the ministey avet foety
year3, and it has never, until now, fallen to my lot to take
part in, or even

10 WITNESS SUCH A SERVICE AS THIS,

The same could probably be said by most, if not by all, ot
you to whom I now speak. Of Dr. Smellie's fifty {;Au'
service, over forty-two have been spent in the pastoral charge
of this congregation. It will be forty-thtce years ncit
autumn since 1 first saw;him, when he had just come froin
his native Jand. He preached on a certain Sabbath in the
town in which I was then teaching, from a text which I re-
member to this day: The Spirit and the Bride say, Come,
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst, Come. And whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely. The preaching to you has-been in line with
what I then heard—the pubilishing of a full and frec salva.
tion through our Lotd and Saviour fesus Chiist.  There
may be some here who temember his fitst coming to this
place, and his entrance on the pastorate. By the circum-
stances in which we are this day met, you are led to think
of many touching and many hallowed scenes which you have
witnessed, or in which you have tuken past, during the in.
tervening years.  You remember the baptism, and the first
communion, and the marriage of m: ny still among you, and
of many who are among you no muee.  You remember times
and occasions in which your pastor has rejoiced with you in
your joy, and symlpalhiud with you in your sorrow. You
remember times of joy and times of sorrow and bereavement
in his family, You remember what he has been to you amid
the cxperiences, vicissitudes and the trials which thesc
things represent. You reniember words in season spoken
by him in the ordinary intercourse of life, in chambers of
sickness, by dying beds, and by open giaves.  You remem-
ber how, in this place, hic has preached to you the Gospel of
the Kingdom ; beseeching you to be reconciled to God,
exhotiing and comforting and charging every onc of you,
as a father doth his children, that ye would walk worthy
of God who hath called you to Ilis kingdom and glory.
I am not here, however, to pronounce an culogy upon him,
or upon his beloved partner in life, by whom all his efforts
for your welfare have been seconded with such aflectionate
solicitude, 1 am here to make menfion of the loving kiud-
ness of the Lord, who has so long kept you together in this
relation as pastur and people. It is no common privilece
to look b+ck on such a relation, so long continued, with
such unbroken harmony, and with so many tokens of the
Divine blessing. Iam sure your pastor will say that his
ministry in the Gospel here has been blessed to his own
soul ; and I am sure many of you will say that it has been
blessed to yours. This is what we all, as ministers of the
Gospel, desire.  1f we come short of this,

\WE MISS OUR AlM,

We are in the position that we occupy, not merely that we
may be skiful expounders of the word, or wise administra-
tors— although it is most desi~able that we should be cither,
or both, of these ~but that we may bring souls to Christ,
whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every
man in all wisdom, that we may Etuem every man perfect
in Christ Jesus. We would not have a single Sabbath to
end, we would not have even a service like thisccme toa
close, without some sinner being brought to the Saviour,
ot some bLeliever being built up in his faith, And why may
it not be? Why may not some here who are not far from
the kingdom even now come in? That would make thisa
day to be remembered—a jubilee indeed. It would fill
with greatest joy the heatt of your pastor, whom we hape ta
see strengthened by God's grace yet to go out and come in
among you. It would occasion joy in heaven among the
angels of God, It would bring glory to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. Now untd Him that is
able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultlcss
before the presence of 1iis glory with exceeding joy, -to the
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and cver. Amen.

Rev. W, S, Ball, taking Dr. Smellic for a moment by the



