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gregation, in recopnition of his kindl)'rnml cfficient services
as Moderator dunng the vacancy. he presentation con-
sisted of two handsome easy chairs for Mr. and Mrs. Mce-
Knnon, and clicited a greateful response from that surprised
gentleman,

Tne ire cream social and sale of fancy-gouls in Victoria
1lall, Winnipeg, under the auspices of the Ladies® Aid
Suciety of Knux Church, was laygely patcunized, and in all
fespeets a great swecess.  The hall presented a brithant ap-
pearance, being advrned with flags, muttoes and evergreens,
A splendid collection of articles of beauty and utility was dis.
layed for sale on tables presided over by ladies who did a pro-
}u; le business in the interests of the guod canse, The sewing
table was presided over by Mres. Conklin, Mrs. MeMillan
and Miss Bucttner ; the toy table by Miss Holmes and
Miss Dunn ; the fluwer table by Mes. Strang, Mrs, Mc-
K.ligan and Mr. McKilligan, and the refreshment table by
Mrs. Coyhendall, Mrs. Lawsun, the Misses McGregor,
Mies. Benson, Mrs. Shead, My Young and Miss Porter.
In charge of the ice cream tables thrughout the room
were Miss Taylor, Mos. Miregor, Miss Peddie, Miss -
Yuill, Miss M-Dougall, the Misses Thumpson, Miss Dunn,
Miss Morgan, Miss Bare and Miss Oslarne. An lalian
sting band was present furnislung  muste at ntervals
thruughout the entertainment. A pleasing muident was the
announcement by the pastor, Reve Do M. Gurdon, of an in-
viration eatended to members of the yotl Bauwtalivn and the
Winnipeg Field Battery, to partake of a seven sioned *¢ wels
come ” cake prepared expressly for them by Miss Wilfong.
The cake was most tastefully ornamented and had the word
“ welcome ” inscribed on every story,  The announcement
of this recognition of the returned volunteers was received
with general appreciation.  The enjoyments were protracted
unti! a late hour, many gaests cuntinuing to arnsse untad the
evening was far alvanced.  The best of suctal fechng pre-
vailed.

IN a communication to the Sentinel-Revicirr, the Rev. W,
A. McRay says : From a poivate letter I have just received
from Dr. Mackay, of Formosa, 1 make the following extracts
which, I feel sure, will be ot interest to some ot your readers ¢
1 have now gone the round of all the churches in Northern
Funnosa and 1 am able to report that the converts have
remained faithful and true.  An English captain said to me
duning the bluchade. * Machay, I sympathise with you, for
every une knuws how you wurhed 10 Formosa without any
teal hielp from others, and now I don't believe you will have
a duzer converts when youreturn, 1 don't believe half wiil
stand ; if they do I will say they are genumne,” Now, dear
brother, what are the facts? Not one man deserted the
ranhs, and not one s grumbhing about suffering.  Iave
hundred more came furward this time wishing Chrstian -
stuction.  Matk well, this is, by the grace of God, the
gesult of work tn the past. It 1s no sudden outburst, ctc.
These ate abongines on the ¢ast coast. Do you know that
last year when several hundreds having no surname begged
to be allowed to be called *¢ Mackay "—Kai in Chinese—
they so persisted that at baptism their names were enrolled
assuch. Think of hundreds of * Mackay’s® in North For.
musa, with the finest church on the kast Coast, near the
savages, called * Mackay Church’ in memory of my dear
father, all built with moncey from the converts themselves ;,
all of stone, and costing double the amount of any of the
other hiwe chapels. Give God the glory. I nearly fcll at
the hands ot the Freach. ©  For the publicatson of the above
eatracts, 1 alone am responsible.  For the wonderful stead-
fastness of thosc heathen converts, and for the general pros-
penty of this work in spite of all obstacles, many will fecl
devoutedly thankful.

PRESRVTERY OF LoNUON. -This Presbytery met on the
1gth ults in the Pirst Presbyterian Church, London. The
aiandance of mctulees was gowd,  In the absence of Mr.
I'. Ballamyne, M. rator, Mr. J. Johnston acted in that
vty et the sading of munutes of furmer mccungs
the duchet of business prepared by the Clerk was read and
the arrangement of business settled.  Eatracts from the
minutes of Assembly in connection with the Presbytery’sap.
plication for the reception of Mr. J. Robbins as a minis-
ter of this Church, were read, granting leave to receive him,
The Presty tery after putung tu Mr. Robiluos the questions

reseribed by the Church in such circumstances, and recen-
ing satisfactory answers, recaaved him in the usual way., Ex-
tracts were also read in connccion with the retirement of
the Rev. W, R. Sutherland from the active duties of the
Bunioiry, and Jihewise i regatd 1o the application for the
receptivn of Mr. R, H. Craug.  The Assembly granted the
fequest of the Preabytery an the case of Mr. Sutheriand, but
refuced the application in thc case of Mr. Craig.  The Pees.
byrery nated these facts and instructed the Cleth o nouty
thise trethren in awwrdance therewith.  The Presbyieny
then twk up 2 motion of Mr. Musray's of which nutice was
previously given, fur the appuintment of a committee tor
1o armanging certain purtivns of the fickl wathu. the bounds,
Afrr wme discussivn the motwn was carned an the fol-
Inwing fam . T'at a committee be appointed to consider
the re arrangement of certain congregations and statiuns
within the snuthern part «f the Prestateny, and any othes
eangrepatiane and sfatinns where such astaagements may
be JleciraMe with a view to the nore cfficient working
«fthe came ; <aid commitice 10 report, if prepared, at next
meeting of Presbytery.  The followsng form the committee
I conncction with the abave resolution: Dr. Proud-
frer, Messrs, 1. Reanie, W. S. Ball, N. McKinnon, George
Sutherland, J. Johnston, and D. K. McRenzic, clder. There
¥as Jaid on the table a call from Glencoe in favour of Rev.
J Rahbing, signed by 330 members and 150 adherents,
prmsing $1,000 stipend and manse.  There was also lad
on the 1able and read a petition from seventy-four members
and <evemty-two adherents of the congregation requesting
delay and a further opportunity of hearing =gain some of the
candidaies with view to greater unanimity,  The Presby.
tery, after Kearing Sommissioners in support of the call, and
also commissioners in favour of the petition, sustained the
calland put it in Mr. Robbins' hands, who signified his
acceptance.  The induction was appointed to take place on

the 2gth July, at eleven o’clock a.m., Mr. James Ballantyne
to preach, Mr. Murray to address the minister, and Mr.
McDonald the people, and Mr, McKinnon to preside. A
call was also read }rom Wardsville and Newbury in favour
of Mz, R. McNair, promising $450 and maunse, and request-
inga grant of $300 from the Angmentation Fund, The
call was thoroughly unanimevs,  The Presbytery sustained
the call, and ordered its tra  mission to Mr. McNatw, and
requested an answer, if possible, by the 29th ult,  The
Preshy tery agreed to change the hour of meeting from eleven
o'cloc), a.m., té halfopast two p.m.  Messss. Childerhose
and McEwen, students withir "¢ bounds, read discourses
which were favourably received,  The Clerk was urdered to
certify them to the Scenate of Queen’s College., Com.
mittees for the year were appointed in connection with the
various Schemes of the Church.  Mr. Rennie gave ina re-
port of the meeting of the Presbytery’s deputatiun with that
of Sarnia Presbytery at Williams. The juint deputations
recommended that leave be given to Williams to muderate
in a call, and that $250 be asked from the Augmentation
Fund on its behalf, and that meanwhile nure-arrangement of
territory be entered on.  Mr. McConechy was appointed to
dispense the Cammunion at Springfield, and Mr. McConnell
at Tempo (provisional sessiuns to be furmed at bouth places
from the sessions of neighbouring congregatiuns). The Pres.
Lytery atjourned to meet at Glencoe un the 27th of Tuly at
c?cw:n rclack a.m., and was clused with the Lenediciion,
— GEORLE SUTHERLAND, Pres. Clerk.

MONTREAL NOTES.

THEIR NEW PASTOR.

A meeting of the Presbyterians of St. Joseph Street Tres-
byterian Church was held recently un the session roum of
the church, Professor Scrimger acting as Modcrator, and the
Rev. james Patterson as Clerh. There were alsv present the
Rev. Messts. E. Patterson, James Bennett, A. Lee,
Leach, and James Flack ; also the Rev. Mr. Wood, of the
Reformed Episcopal Church, of Oshawa, and Messrs. Wal
ton, Paul, 2nd \Wm. Drysdale, elders. The sermon was
preached by the Rev. William Leach, avhu touk fur his text
Galatians vi. 14: “God lorbid that I should glory save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” At the cundusivn of
the services, Professor Scrimger explained the olject of the
meeting, which was the induction of the Rev. Dr. Smyth as
Easmr, and narrated the steps which led up to it. Dr. Smyth

ad been unanimously called at & meeting on June 24. Pro-
fessor Scrimger then put the usual questiuns to the incoming
pastor, which were sadsfactorily answered.  Dr. Smyth was
then formally inducted with prayer into the pastoral charge
of the congregation. The charge to the new pastar was de-
tivered by the Rev. Mr. Patterson, of St. Andrews, and that
to the congregation by the Rev. Mr. Lee. At the conclu-
sion of the services the congregation cordially welcumed the
new pastor.  Dr. Smyth, who has been the principal of
Demill Ladies® College, Oshawa, began his duties oun Sab-
bath weck, when he conducted both services.  The cungre
gation has continued in prosperity for a number of years
bagk, and is to be congratulated on the acquisition of a pas-
tozawho, has rendered such good service to the Church in
tint® past, and who has also distinguished hamself in the
ficld of science, having written 2 number of valuable papers
for various scientific magazines.  In additiun to his degrees
in Arts and that of Bachelor of Science, Dr. Smyth has also
taken the degrec of Doctor of Philosophy from Bloomington
University, 11l In Arts he is a graduate of Queen’s Univer-
sity, Kingston, and in Theology a graduate of Kriox College,
Toronto. The former pastors of St. Joseph Street Church
were the Rev. Professor Scrimger, M.A., now inthe Presby-
terian Cullege of this city, and the Rev. Thos. Camming,
now of Truro, N.S.

%agbatb School Teacher.

LESSONS.,

INTERNATIONAL
Aug. 26, } {1 RingerR*

wi)  THE PROPHET OF THE LORD, | %incs

Gorpex Text.—*“The Lord, He is the God! the
Lord, Heis the God I"—1 Kings xviii. 39,
INTRODUCTION.

The Prophets of Baal are not Xcl defeated.  They receive
no answer to their prayers and are disappointed, that s
such of them as expected an answer.  No doult many o
them had no faith in their own performances.  They were
priests of Baal because it was the papular religion.” They
waould have heen just asready toserve any other if the
queen would reward them as liberally.  Their onlv hope
now is that Elijal may also fail ; and, if so, they can yet hold
up their heads.  The whale tone and bearing of Ehjah, huw
cver, must have taken away the last hope.  He acted with
the confidence of assured success.
EXPLANATORY,

1. Elijah’s Tum. —There_is no_ telling how long these
pricsts would have cuntinued their franuc appeats to Haat i
allowed. Dut Llijah was aiddter of ceremonies, and when
he saw fit stepped forward to take his turn, and none dared
resist ham.

(1) Z¥me.—~1lc chose the time of the evening sacrifice.
Evea in such exceptional service as this, to Ehjah theze was
a propriety in the time of the Lord's appointment. It is
more hallowed and always more blessed 2o serve the Lord
according to tlis own prescribed way. This was three
c'clock 1o the aficrnoon.

(2) Place.—11c prepared an altar that was in former use
by the Lo:d’s people, probably amongst those thrown
down by Jezebel. .

He took twelve stunes and with them rebuilt the altar.
Thes: stones represented the twelve tribes of the sons of
Jacob, unto whom the name Jsrae? was given by the Lord
Himsell, (Ver. 31.)

This is a very significant statement. It shows that Elijah

does not recognize the division of the kingdom, or the right
of one part tu all themselves by the name Jsrael. The
name means * Prince that prevails with Gol.” A great
name il they only had, as well, the eharacter.  But they had
not.  Wemay Decalled by agood name—Chnistian, dis.
ciple,ete.~ but nuguud withvut the reality —only adds to our
cundemnativn,

¢ In the name of the Lond.” —That s, i dependence vpon
and for His glory.  The true spint of service, and the secret
of Eljah’s suceess,

(3) LPreaution.—1le invited the people to draw near, to
gather around him, that they might sce everything he did
and be convinced that there was nofraud ; but especiaily that
they might goue A in an act of worstup.  To get thewm
back loJchu\'ah 15 the chief end 1a view.

In order to prevent the posstbility of an mmputation of
decent by the secret intruducuon of fire, he caused twelve
barrels (jars) of water to be poured on the sacnifice and
woud, so that st fitled the trench that he dug around the alar.

The trench was “*as to contain two seahs of sced.” A
seak was equal-te about three gallons,  Some think it was a
trench about as deep as two measures of that size.

(4) Lrayer.—The prayer is short and breathes the one
ruling thought of Ligah’s heast, viz., that this people may
hnow that the Lord 1s Gud, and that their hearts may be
bruught tack to i, He prays that he lamsell may not
be an ubstacle in the way, that they may know that he 1s
unly a servant doing what the Lord commands and cnables
him to du; und that his prayer may be answered he pleads
the cuvenant promises.  Gud had declared Himself the God
;Jf Abraham, Isaac and Istacl, and for that reason there was
lope.

{lc!c are the clements of true successful prayer. A desite
(or the salration of scuds, a desire tur the glory of God, a de-
site that sef be lost ssght of, and faith 1 the promises of
Gud.  With such a state of mind there cannot be failure.

(3) Ansver.—There 1s not a Jong nterval, 2s is often the
case, between prayer and answer. At once the fire descends
and consumes all.  There must have been something about
the supernatural appearance very starthing.  Iis effect upon
the people shows that.

1. is always su when the Lord answers by fire, as at
Jerusalem on Pentecost.

11. Result. - This is what the Prophet was particularly
looking fur. The answer by fire is unly a means to an end.

(1) Confession.—The people fell on their faces and con-
fessed the Lord  That so lJar is good. They understood
the trial and now drew the right conclusion.

{2) Olel e ¢.—The divine command was that if any man
should te. 1 idolatry, he shouid be slain, (Deut. xiii. 1-18.)
Elijak tells them to give proof of their sincerity by slaying
all the Prophets of Baal,  They obeyed s lilij:\{\ went with
them. Al the 450 Pruphets of Baal are taken to the brook
Kishon which floned near by and are pul to death. The
400 Prophets of Ashera were not there ur they would have
suffered the same fate.

This terrible execution gives an awful lesson of what sin
descrves, and is typical of what all will suffer some day who
persist in opposing God. It will be everlasting destruction.

In our dispensation this method of overthrowing idolatry
is forbidden.

I1I.  Abundance of Rain.—Elijah had a premonition
that rain was at hand.  His spint was sensitive to such in-
dicatiuns of the divine wall as uther natures coud not per-
ceive. Chust reproved the Jews fur not being able to read
the signs of thetimes as they cuuld 1ead the signs of the
weather.  If they were as interested in spintual things as
in temporal, they would be able to anticipate much of things
to come. y

\When we see or feel a spirit of enquiry and prayer and ex-
hectation sn the churches, we should at once recogmize that
itisa sound of rain, and should begin to prepare.

(1) Hoiww Ahao did.—1ie had been tasung all day, as all
the rest had.  And af after all that occurred he were unable
to do anything but-lic upon the ground in self-abasement,
itwould not be surpmsing. s heartis so hard as to be
unaffected by all that transpired. e went up {rom the
slaughter to cat and dnnk.

(2) How Elijak did.—1c went up to pray. In humility
he cast himscif upon the ground, and besought the Lord to
send rain according to Hisword.  Such should be the effect.
of every tuhen of blessing.  We should continue in prayer
that the Lord would ful(ﬁ s promises and should not be
discouraged by delay. e sent his servant to look toward
the sea.  The seventh ime he saw a Bittle cloud, which the
prophet knew would soon grow into a great tempest.

(3) Alessage to Aiav.—lle now sent his servant to Ahab
telling ham to hasten homie lest the swelling niver should
stop him. In the meantime the heavens were overcast and
there was great wind and great rn. When Ahab started
with his chariut, Llgah, under the influence of the Spint,
ran before him all the way to Jertecl, a distance of about
seventeen miles.

He taught Ahab by this act that he had goodwill towards
him -willing tu be hisfootman.  But espeaally it expressed
the ardour of Elijah's hopes that the fatal blow had been
given to the worship of Baal.  He wished to sce the results,
and to strengthen by his prescaice the Lord's cause, deepen
the impressivn and increasc the result.  We shall, 1n sub-
seucnt lessons, see his disappuintment.  But how natural
an capressivn of the camest desire of the heart for fruit is
the sending of the servant w0 watch for rain and the race
to Jerrecl

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Inrcligious gatherings we should ¢¢ we wcar and show
an intcrest in the service.

2. We donot nced to get outside of the ordinary channcls
in order to get Llessing,

3- The fire {rom heaven can coasume all the water the
devil can pour upon the world.

4. Truc prayer exalts God and humbles self,

5. The heart of man may become so hard and obstirate
as 1o remain encased in sclfishness and indifference in the
presence of the greatest miracles.

6. The Spirit of all grace can strengthen the body as well
as the soul, )



