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TIIERrb was gr-lm humour la an Incident tisai oc'currcd ln New York Uie other day. Bllly McGlory
was tht keeper afient of the towest «"dives" i tisai
city. hi wasan Infamons den and isad been frequented
by tedissolute af bath sexes. Bhily was canvicted
for seing liquor without a lcense and setenced te
six monîhs imprisontrent ha the penlîentiary. Before
bis removal, McGlory was vislîed by a Mr. Gibbs, a
local temperance reformer, and professed te bc pont.
tant. Hhs peniten-ce was coup!ed witis an aller te
lecture mn temperance lnstead of goiag ta ftc pont.
tentiar/.. Gibbs trled bard ta have Biliy's sentence
changtd s0 that ho migisi go inta tise Ieclnring busi-
ness, but th.- courts wouid flot consent. A New York
judge can usually do sarne queer ihingas but keeping
tisa proprietor ci a "l Ul ont cf pcniîentiary sa tisai be
mighi engage in lecluring on temperanca seerned toe
much-thc line muaI bc drawn somewberc. And ibis
la the rigisi place ta rematk that whtn al tht hhily
McGiorys are kepi off tht temparance plaîforru tht
tempe-ance cause wiil make ranch mort rapid pro.
grass. There la a rnarked improvement lu Ibis regard
ai late in Canada. Had it flot been for tise Bhily blc-
Glorys ai by-gone days prohibition would not ha far cf.
Men cf char-acter and influence are taklng tht work
ln band.__ _ _ _

ML KING DODD, tht well.known advocatc ai tise
Licensed Victuallers, 'vas fined by the Police Mugis.
tinte sometime ago for carryiag cr i klnd ai business
wIiscis Mr. FentGn, tht lndelatigabe County Attorney
conld flot distîngulsis from gansbling. An appeal wa3
taken and tise conviction quasbed an the ground tbat
Uie result af thc gaine depeaded on' skil ratiser t1îan
chance. Part cf Uie defence 'vas that Mr. Dodd
learntd the gaine ai semne churcis calertinnient and
ane of tise îudges alludcd ta tisis alleged tact la bils
decision. Have not chuircis entertaianeontil tcuched
botîcai ai last? Alter thse Kingston baz.,Ir and this
Il Bean " case, 'viai respc;able congre£g.lton hat se
Uitile self-respect and so limea regard for religion as ta
engage Li tisese doubtîil meîhads af raisiag money ?
It may ho ur-ged tisat &orne cherches must do such
things or dit. By ail aseans let thoea die. Their
fir-at duty is te die. A charch that cannot live with-
out makin& money by piactices tUni an astute lawyer
like Mr Fenton cannot dissuagnislstrom gamnbllag bas
ne riglit ta lare. We have ne idirwhere tht cmxrch
la, or wviai denomination, i bclongs ta. Pr-obably 1:
existed nowhere but on the record, but the haie fact
thai sucis a plea cou/l bc set up Speaks volumes cf
itielf. If any congregation is so poor, or so saui, or
seosatan, that It cannfi exist 'vitiout practices Unit
bring re'.giau ina cêer contempt, thea sooner those
connec.ed with It v .irsbip sanserhere tise Uic botter.

Ws bave head cf camplaints becanse ont of Uhe
regulaticas af thc Augmentation Schoe pr-avides tisat
congregaiona receiving aid should coatribute ai the
rate ai 45o per momber. Itis asked: "«Shculd tie
Cisurch refuse tht Gospel la people whe are not abLa
te pay ibisauscun?-" Tht Cburch dats net propose
ta do anythlng cftUickind. Congregations notable ta
mut: the conditions of rid sisal!, ho tr-eated as ex-

ceptIonal cases. Ilttbawmanycangregationsmun
able ta pay ai the rate cf $4 Sa per meinher? Haw
mucis dci this ansoni ta per Sabbath ? Net nine
cents 1 Supposing thc Ilnc.mber I gme ta clsurch
twice a day, each service cos im, about four and a.
balf cents. And supposing four cf Uic fansily attend
acis service comba abolit a cent aplece And then ail
the week.day services and prayer.rneelhsg strvicies are
thrcwn ln 1 Snrely a rrlicus service là woflh 3 cent
If worth anything rit ail. It must hc remernbered coo
tisait tisera arc many adisereats ln aIl congregatians,
tmre af whcm pay quite as iiberally as many cf the
members. Taking ail these tacts Into consideration,
thc lo cwrttny nothIins; ta complain alicut. Tise
plain truth cf the mater Fs, tisat a man "ho dot$ flot
think a religlous service wotb four aad a-half.cents,
dots flot think it warth anytbing. If thosa id -i coin-
plain, ia any case, would jusl divide their contributions
by iifty.îwo, the lttie quotient would seltle the malter.
Belore yen say anythieg, divtde your yearly subscrip-
tions by ifty-two. That lile quotient la an cloquent
fittie rellow. __________

TIE N. Y. !ndcfrrnlcnt bas been takling an Episca-
pal clergyman af jersey City sorncwLat severely ta
task for gcing ta tIke theurte tu sec Irving lu onc cf
him noted characters. Pasing as a Puritai tht Inde.
pendent ls qulto as mucis ont cf lis naturai elament as
thse hosi miaulter is New Yorkc conid ha ai a theaire
Tht garb cf Puritan dots mlot sit kindly on soa' broad "
a journal as aur contemporary. lu faci tht Ind<e6ad.
etit bas been guIiîy of an il.natured, Impcrtinence.
If ht là wr-ong for a clergyman ta ga ta tise theatre it ls
equally wrong for any Christian se ta do. There fa
net anc code cf marais for ministets and anotiser for
allier Christians. Thas whicb ls lawfui for any Chris-
tian le do a minister rnay do If hc chooses. This
theory af laylng dowz. ont code of marais fer minis.
tars and another for Christian laymen is anc cf tht
renants af Popery that lingers ln aur Protestantmnis.
litii part o&the theory which says a tusnister sbould
not ha married, nor be ln rnnny other respects like bis
fellow Christians. It Is Popcry-rank Pcpery. It
may be urged tisai a minister should bc careful about
bis example. Sa shonld every Christian. Golng ta
the tistatre may burt bis lnt1uence,'says sorte onar.
Yes, and golng ta tht theatte, or deubtfni places of
any kind ay and dots burt tht Influence cf ethers
ar well as minîsters. For thîs zason tkey should nlot
go ctber, la aur opinion it is very nnwise for a
miaister ta frequent tise tiseatre, not hecause ho is a
mînîster, but because i isun.wlse and injurions for
any Christian te do so.

REPRESEN'A TIVE CHARACTER 0F
CHURCR COURTS.

IN consnsnting tht ather week an IlEquily's"I letter
on tht payrnent ai expeses incurred by attendance

on Church Courts, tisera was not tht allghtest mien.
tien cf belittllng tise importance of these stated asseau.
biles ; nor was tisera any dasira or design ta impair
the prapar conception of tht spirltuaity af tht Cburch
as a divine Institution. Nahîher ci these points eu,
called hn question, car are they in thesa columas likely
ta ha. The objaci was slmply ta call attenionea 0tise
isardship insposad on many wor-îby asinisteis and elders
who live ai a distance firm tht centres where Church
courus are beld wvh'se incarnes are so limitcd tbat
even thea moderato cutlay sncb dulles reqaire la realy
foit Our raspected correspondent" D. D. M.,," whosa
latter appears in another column, saya : 'eWhea the
people lcnaw that owing tathe smali>sess ofthe atlpend,
and thei exceptional, expense of trave'lig ta thesa
courts, wa cannai watt mat i, they 'will as axait niake
1: up.l" This la exactly what w.e ballera and i was
.slmply ta press this malter an thse attention cf thc
people that Uie article r-eferred ta was wditten.

Il ls, howrevers surrising ti. Il D. D. M." should
haee coma ta tht conclusion tisai because reference
was m&'_ &%t the paymeni of municipal aud ailier
representatlve's expenses, tht Church wus placed on
the samm leveI as thest purely mandant Institutions.
Such was neltiser stated nor lmplied. The mrgument
was plain : Tisat if in all these instances the ceai cf
atter;dance was defrayed, why nlot the expenses cf
repre=ctativcs in Churcis courts. It ras tht pay.
ment ai expenses and that oaiy thPt was referred ta.

It ay aise hc stated tisai the Idea of representalori
containied. ln eur previeus rentarka wus a Iitie more
comprehensive than Il D. D. M." zoeo= disposed ta

recognize. Populâr representation at ail events la
Church courts là not nLcessahily thetecho of popular
prejudices or local rlews. The members of Churcb
courts are members ln virtue ai the spIritual offices
they fi11. They arc o.clained mmca Their allegianco
is ta Christ and ii truth. ln ail cases they arc
bound ta act conscientiauisiy. Thcy amreot there to
Interprot any temporary capricc. GrantIng ail that
Il D.D.M*&" argument demnands lhe yct concedes that
niembers cf aur Churcb courts arc representatives..
In Presbytery the respective congregatIons are t-
prtented. Ortly mrunistcrs and eIders la office clected
for thât purpose arc entitlcd tm raenibcrsblp ln our
Presbyterles. According %,) t1tu Immentorial practiceo
ai Presbyterianlsm these c w anly ln tbeir represe-
tative capacity bave thetl t ta taire part ln presby.
terial or synodical dtliberxi"ans. Thet ane holds,
truc af the Gecrai Assembly. Thu delegates are
zhasen by rotation and by ballot. They represclit
their respective Presbyteries. In recogntion of their
representatîve capacity, la sme Preabyteuies at least,
It la tace customi of these delegates to report their
diligence alter their returs.

The method by whlch thelr expenses la the service
cf the Church are ta be met niay bc sately loft ta the
clicuxustances cf the respective cnngtegaionm. Pez.
haps the botter way wouid be the payrnent cf an ride.
quate stIpend so isat the minuster may be ln a posi.
lion ta pay ungrudgingly hi% tmsvelling expenses, et
failing tisat ta provide a fond go tisat they can bc met
withouî enîaillnZ Inconvenlence on any ac.
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W HEN a Christian congregation 15 enjoyIng a
season cf steady prosperlty, very littie 15 knawn

aboutilt beyond Its inembers and their friends. Itii
thse unusual tisai attracta attention. Let misfortune
beali or dlsturb-ince arise ln a congregation, thon Ils
affairs becomt a malter of gencrai notorlety. In these
days of shadeleas publicity the daily pretss, Argus.eyed,
waiting and watching for sensation, seizes with avidity
on a churcb quarrel and spreads it with ail possible
and sometimes Impossible detal hefoie fIts teadets.

A painfui disagreement in a New Y'ork Congrega.
tional churcli receatly attractedl considerable atten.
tion. A minuiter belonging ta the Miethodtsi E:ptscopaû
Cisnrcb had engaged la supply its pulpit. After a
rime itwas considered that bcshould become connected
witb the Congregational, body and bc Iastalled, as a
regular pastor of the congregation ta wbich ha minis.
tered. An elderly deacon eba had been long con.
necîed with the coagragation seemed %fery desirous
that Uic proposed change bc made. Mlsunderstand.
ings arase, and strong party feelings spread among
the members cf the church, part holding wlth thse
deacon mnd part with thse minister. Stornsy meetings
were beld, motio.ps and amendments were submltted
and wrangled over, unil Uie direct proposai for thea
mlnistcr's dismissal was rtached. If tht descriptions
of thc scenes that appeared la the dally journals were
in any mnigsure refiable, tfzey can on!y ba charactcuized
as disgracefui in thc extreine. The wlldest excite.
ment prevailed. Several cf the speakers seemcd ta
forget that they bore tht Christian came, sorne of
thora forgot aven more than ibis, and many af thse
fnterestd spectators Indulgcd la conduct wltnessed
oniy wben partizan political feeling is ai white boat
ln tht midst cf -àa election campaign.

In religions affaira as ln other spiserts tisera hzve
been and thera wll continue ta be différences of
apinion. Seeing oye t0 cye la apparently yet a long
way off. But what as Uie use ci Ialhng eut by tht %ýay i
Members cf cb'arcises have thelr rights. They ara
bound ta =xrclse Uielr jaudgment ln matters vertain-
lng ta th: vvelfara and prosperlty of a congreLadon..
There vfuU bc dîversities of vlew as ta the hest m-ethod.
cf promoitng Christian work. In ail cas s, howçver,
Uic fullest and frankesi statement cf opinion 15 the
best. Let Uic statemeni be given wlth candeurs and
lot it be Ustener. ta wiuh respect A no lots candld
and firm, rejoindar may ba ade. The points cf dit.
ference may.be thoranghly dlscussed and a satI.afaý.
factory underrtandinig reached. This can neyer bc,
however, if there la forgetfulness of Uic spirit af Christ
and Uic feeling of mutual respect for Uic Christian
braiiserhood. If poronal antagonistes arc permltted
ta appear confusion and cvii work follow.

Congregational strife is eei and only evil. Good.
=ay and oftcn la evolved firm It, but la lu very nature

1: la essentially bad. It bas an unforturate infuence


