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0 "sistance. Go-carts, whistles, sucking-bottles,

-4d Corais were made for an infantile race, and if we
)f judge boodes b h ep reae o hm

Inust, many of tbem, ho stili in long clothes and

'0 INDIA N MISSIONS.

.0 >YDEAR MRs. HÂRVIE,-Only a few more days of
~1Yu and as I wisb to write to you before the close,

18tteI made a beginning. I will do so flrst of ailJ ishing you a " Happy New Year."1 The etr
*« r"n and cioudy, wbicb is trying in this climate.

1 'e Children bave a week's holiday ; they bave flot

4 rY since school began last February, except per-
kasa day now and again on the occasion of any of

great days. The attendance bas improved the
Slix weeks, all those baving returned wbo were

St a'~tt «home by the performance of ceremonies whicb

Scaste people especially are expected to perforin
44~r the doatb of one of their number. The school

0OU %ou la been cbanged to eleven. Since the cold

% ~ther they do not corne out in the early morning
*encold 'tbougb most are clad very comfortably for

'9' i"doo girls. Sandilàri and Saiva are better pro-
" 'ded than the others. The former shewed me one

daY ber différent garments. No less than tbree mus-
4Iidrwaists, above these a short jacket of chintz,

agretvery mucb like a waistcoat of plaid.
jý er the skirt, like aIl Hindoo women and girls,

erfull They like to have tbem six yards wide; it
been the custom for ages ; they would not think of

94 aking any change. She wears the chaddar also ; a Il
%' hechildren do, witb two exceptions, two cousins, who

ýt Maraîbas, and came to tbis part some monîhs
&OU ]~ r11Bombay. Sandilâra, niece of Saiva, bas lost
r1aother, and lives wiîb ber grandparents. Tbey

ha 8,salary Of $350 per monîli, but they live in real
Odt 4Ithee style. A chair is always brouglit for me when-
1V t% 1 go, but the women and girls either sit on the
bo 800" of the verandab wbicb surrounds the courtyard,

0 O* 1 a charpii (bedsîead) in it. Little Saiva, so
A# 4ned to disîinguisb ber from, the eider Saiva, is as

B% tSCtive as ever. She wears many silver ankiets,
ý1d lte noise of these and ber merry laugh tell of ber

15 Olrg hofore she is in sight. I visit the homos of
r5 a4 IhO chiidren in scbooi witb one exception. The

Oe b'rU ave only iaîely come from Cawnpore, altbough
Io90 he consent oftheir father, their mother, i

%e1 is not willing. Their grandrnoîber, it appears,
> a great influence in preventing my coming. She

l" e0 Y Uliliko Sandar's grandmothor, who always re-
>eive me so kindiy. Her only brother lives in Agra,

joê4 as he is a Christian ber family wihl not allow ber
01 t 9o to visit him. If she went they would not take

ir h'ack again amongst tbem. She seems to bave a
01 V#s to see him, as she bas not seen him for years.
01 0qIlong ago I went into the bouse wbile Sandar was

ttt ber food. Sbe ate ber chapàtis (tIm cakes of
h4eýee read), drank a mouîbful or two of water,

ortYeichIvasin a brass cpby ber side, tben witb the
0 tAaue of the water wasbed the part of the floor

it 'hkre site had been eating. The floors are aIl simpi>
>Ir '%'d floors, washed over frequentiy witb a mixture of

eil eo rlanure and sand as a means of cleaning them.
jOt 'e0terday I was forbidden to enter a bouse in the
,le 'nY» Whiéb I had before visited a few times. The

I1 1101Were aIl friendiy, but the mon were opposed,
anI~~d as titewomen wished to prevent distu rbance I bac

, t t-r-rn away. One of the mon asked me for my
IL 0014 a Hindi New Testament, wbicb I bad in my

Z U, 011 Pretence that ho wishod t6 know wbat book it

eit Iave it to bim ; ho walked off into the house
Ï0 . It t angc ho wouldA bave me put in prison.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

DA VIZYS LAST PSALM.

(2 Samuel xxiii. 1-7.)

Hear David's song-like dying swan lie sings
His iast-good Jesse's son, the man whom God
From low estate uplifted to high honour,
Messiali, with the oil of Jacob's God
Anoint; of Israel's psalms the singer sweet

By me Jehovah's Spirit spake, His word
Was on my tongue. Even Israei's God, the rock
0f Israel, thus unto me spake:

A ruler be thou over men for righteousness,
By God's fear guided in thy rule ;
Then blessing cornes ; cheering as dawn of morn,
After black midnight; glorious as the sun
When rising in a cloudless sky, glistening
Like grass bedewed with raindrops, beauteous ail,
In the clear sunlight.

Fulfilled bas been His word beyond desert,
Not so with God bas been my bouse; and yet
His covenant of ages stands with me,
In everything arranged, unfailing, sure,
That covenant of promise is my ail,
My safety, my desire; aithougli my faults
Have hindered stili its growth and beauty.

The sons of Belial; in God's name 1 wili
Root out-ali of them, like briars shaken out;
No careful hand of husbandman shall touch
To gather-but with tool of iron girt,
A tool long-bandled, will together heap
And toss into the flames to be consumed,
Before my judgxnent seat. L.

SCRIPTURAL TESTS AND CHRISTIAN
LIBERTY.

MR. EDITOR,-Whiie thanking you for your cour-
tesy to my last letter, I intended, with your kind
permission, to go a littie fartber into the question of
the right of Churches, as constituted in the naine of
tbe Lord Jesus Christ, to make admission to His min-
istry.conditioned or inteilectual conditions of belief in
regard to what are universally admitted to be non-
essentials, or to exclude, on the ground of such tests,
men of God plainly calied by the Lord Jesus Christ,
to 'His ministry. No reasonable person wouid expect
any body of believing men to sanction teaching which
left out or altered anytbing they beiieved essential to
the faithful preaching of the Gospel of Christ, and I
should think it most desirable that eacb Church
should thoughtfully and prayerfully agree upon what
these essentials are ; but will tbe most enthusiastic
upholder of our standards assert for a moment that
everything contained in them is such an essential ?
Such an assertion would be simply impious, for al
must admit that God bas abundantly blessed tbe
preaching of men who could not endorse every doc-
trine of these standards. By what rigbt then does
any Church set up tests excluding such men from ber

r ministry ?
I am quite aware that Churches do assume this

right, and therefrom bas sprung mucb lamentable
schism and separation, but that does flot prove it, for

s they can bavç it by no other authority than that
d Christ bas given tbem, and thore is no ground wbat-

. ever in Scripturo on wbicb tbey can dlaimn it; and I
e am arguing, flot on the ground of expodiency or cus-
ýr tom, but on the single principle of Scriotural rzght,
Y believing tbat this will be found, in the end, the true

ff expediency. Wben you can shew me anything in
1. Scripture whicb warrants the exclusion of men frqpi

e Christian Churches on account of différence of opinion
e in non-es.rentials, I shail at once concede the right of

1)Churches to dlaim wbat I now believe to bo an un-
d scriptural assumption of lordsbip over the conscience.
,Y We have a question, arising in tbe early Churcli, of

rY difference of opinion in regard to matters involving
it what seomed thon most important principles-the eat-

;e ing of tbings formerly forbidden, or of meat offered
I.to idols, and the observance of sacred days. Does
d St. Paul lay down an article for the Cburcb in these
d matters and say, "If any man thinks differentiy, be

,r can beave us?" No!1 But "let every man be fully
persuaded in his own mind." "Who art thou tbat
judgest another mnan 's servant?" and it seems to me
ascler-as ayligt thaAChurcesis1uld1"ook.t

2 2C

byterian Cburcb is waking up 10 appreciate the evil
wrougbt by the prosent systemn of traditional tests.

Ilcannot be denied that whieProtestantisiflstarted
witb liberty-liberty for every man not only to read
tite Word of God for himself, but also 10 forin from
the Word of God that theological belief whicb bis
reason, informed by the Holy Gbost, gave him-that
the latter liberty was soon denied, and practicaily
abridged the movemont. Protestantism found il neces-
sary t0 agree upon its confessions. From that mo-
ment, liberty of forming or asserting any convictions
different from those already deflned by the particular
Cburcb was sacrificed to the instinct and nocessity of
order. A traditionai sense was attacbed to the pas-
sages of God's Word by the various Churches of
Christendom, just as by Rome bersoîf, and mon were
bound 10 that traditional sense under sufflciently
heavy penalties. Tbey wero not cast out witb curses
or excommunications, but tbey were thoroughly cast
ouI for ail that. The Cburch of Eligland, the most
liheral of all the Protestant Churches, expeiled the
Puritans. She expeiied the Non-conformists; she ex-
pefled practicaily the Metitodists, Presbyterianism-
bas destroyed ber fertility, that she migbt stand stern
and austero in the dignity and immutability of ber
Confession, wbule tite glowing life wbicb wouid bave
quickened ber passed ouI of ber pale forever. The
Cburcb of Rome in occupying the ground of exclusive-
noss is consistent, while Protestantism is inconsistent.
The Cburch of Rome presents a united body in favour
of ils dogmas. Protestantismn is divided within itself.
These differences give to the former infinite advan-
tage, and are the real reason why the Reformation
bas suffered arrest, for no carnal weapon of Rome
could over have prospered against tbe spiritual wea-
pons of the Reformers.

IlWbat romains 10 ho done? The Reformation is
arrested ; il must ho completed. The standard of
liberty must ho carried forward to a higher vantage
ground; the lasI intrenchmenî must ho scaled; we
bave won a free Bible, a free Churcb govornment, a froc
civil govrnmenî ; wo must win a free discussion of
theology. But we are toid the press is froc ; that al
mon may and do write as they please. Il is not truc ;
discussion is not free as long as ministers who take
any side but one are liable to be proceeded against.
So long as Ibis is the case the substantial intellect of
the ministry will flot express itsolf, and the baIlle wili
ho fougbt, as now, by outsiders, who are competent
merely 10 disturb the repose of assured conviction,
and not 10 restore il.

"If the realiy able minister of the Gospel is cieariy
convinced ltaI Ibere are some tbings in te ostab-
lisbod formulas witicb roquire 10 ho changed, as no
longer tenable witb reason nor reconcilable with an
advanced knowledge, ho socs plainly wbat il wiil cost
to put bis convictions forth. ' If I break the ice,' ho
argues,'lit wili ho instanîiy said that I bave broken
faith and dishonoured my professional views. There
wil ho an instant cry 10 have me stiflod, silenced, or
trampled down ! And thus the resulî is; that laymen
are froc 10 say what tbey ploase upon such subjects,
wbiio ciergyrnen cannot express aught but the estah-

lished opinions, nor show variation from îhemn in
îtougbt or word. Tbis is the anomaly wbicb the case
prosents. Il is said that the ministers wito are set
aparî bo the study of Ibis particular subject are t0 ho
te only persons who shall not ho permitted to have
an indopendent opinion of il. Uncortainty oxtends 10

all classes of society. The surface crust of argument
grows thinner day by day, and Ihoro are ever and
anion sharp cracks as of vague misgiving. There is
one class of mon competont above ail others 10 prove
lte sources of Ibis unrest 10 lite core, but they are
donied full liberty 10 say what tbey tbink. You can
speak ouI, but if your speech varies from te tradition

of te Cburcb, witose bired exponent you are, thon
you are a rocreant 10 your trust, a breaker of your

covenant. This is lte perid, and il is sufficient 10

kepnrudeànt mon warily sulent, lte mon most fiîîed,

'À

Éle,


