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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

VENISTERS AND € HURGHES,

MINISTERS who nmpy receive o pnreel of our
Posters, will contera favour by handing them
(0 some relinble person for distribution in
stores, post oftices, ote, e have sent out.
G000 copies of, these bills: and, i properly
displuyed in plaees of publiec resort, they will
grewtly add asents In their canvass,  The
fue-shniles of Premium Engravings enclosed
should be handed to some one willing: to act
asugent,

Ir the Rev. Mr. Nelson will send his address to Mr.

Forbes of Kinloss, he will receive some pleasing intel-

ligence.

ST. MATTHEW'S Church, Halhfax, is about to try
the abolition of pew rents. The churches knownto us
that have abolished pew rents would not revert to the
old system. They findthe “free.will offering ” systemn
~yery much better.

Ox the evening of the 1oth inst., in'connection with
the re-opening of the Onthia Presbyterian Church, the
Rev. G. M. Milligan, M.A., of this city, lectured under
the auspices of the Presbyterian Young People’s As.
soctation, on ' \WWhat the Sunbeams say.” A local con.
temporary speaks of the lecture as “able, eloquent,
and impressive.” \We are pleased to notice that the
special contributions at all the services amounted to
over one hundred dolars.

THE collcction taken up in St. Andrew’s Church,
Hillsburgh, after the thanksgiving service, on the Gth
inst., amounted to $33, which was appropriated to the
Home Mission Fund. This togcther with what the
congregation previously contributed tn this scheme
makes, for this ycar, a little over sixty-four and a-half
cents per member.  \We hepe to hiear of many of our
congregations in the country responding as heartily to
the circular issued by the Moderator of the Assembly.

THE anniversary services in connection with the
College street Presbyterian Church were held on Sab-
bath, 23rd inst. In the morning Rev. Ptof. McLaren
preached to a large congregation. In the course of
his very eloquent sermon he discussed the very founda-
tion of the Christian religion, and impressed upon his
hearers the moral responsibiluy which rested on them
to accept sogreatsalvation. Rev. John Hogg preach-
ed in the afternoon, and Rev. G. M. Milligan in the
evening. College street Churdh, sitsated as it is in a
rapdiy mnproving naghbourhoud, 1s well atiended,
and hasin it all the elements that assist in making 1t
an important religious centre.

A MEETING of the French Evangelization Society
was held on the 1gth inst. in the basement of St.
Paul’s Church, Montreal. A large number of ladies
and gentlemen were present. Rev. Principal McVicar,
of the Presbytenian College, submitted for the con-
sideration of the mecting a scheme for the opening of
a“Home"” 1n connection with the Society, where as-
sistance mught be given to young French.-Canadian
gitls, and employment secured for them. The pro-.
posal scemed 10 meet with the approval of the meet-
ing, and was supported by Rev. Dr. Jenkins and Mr.
D. Morrice.  Rev. Dr. McVicargave some account of
the progress of the work of the Society, and specially
aesired the co-operation of the ladies.

A VERY pleasant soirec, in connection with the
anniversary services of Cobourg Presbyterian Church,
was held i the Y.M.CA, Hall, on Tucsday, the
1Sth inst.  About 300 people sat down to a most ex-
c~llent tea, provided by the ladies; after which Rev.
Jas. Ballantine, the pastor of the church, took the
chair, and conducted the later part of the proceedings.
Capital addres<es were delivered by Rev. Messrs.

Suuth, of Grafton; Litutle, M.A,, of Bowmanville;,

McWilliam, LL.B., of Bomanton; Drummond, of
Newcastle ; Beattie, M.A,, of Balumore, and Dun-
can, of Colborne. Interspersed with the addresses
was instrumental music by Mrs. Henderson, Mrs. N.
F. NcNachtan, and Miss King; and vocal music by
Miss McNachtan, Miss Stanton, and the Misses
Ross All of these performances were exceedingly
well recetved.  Ti.c money result of the entertain.
ment was about $§75.  Able sermons, in connection
with the anniversary, were preached on Sabbath by
Rev. J. Litle, M.A,, of Bowmanville,

PRUSBVTERY OF HaMi1LTON.—This Ccurt met on
the tSthinst. There weretwenty-scven ministers and

nine elders present. The draft minutes of last meet-
ing were confirmed. A call from Elora Knox Church
to Rev. S. \V, Fisher of Burlington, was accepted and
Mr. Fisher's translation was granted.  Strong opposi-
tion was made by the congregation who are deeply
attached to their most efficient and estimable pastor,
but Mr. Fisher saw it his duty to make the change.
‘The resignation of Mr. Hancock, of Notth Pelham,
was aceepted.  Statistical and financial returns were
considered, and 12 was -esolved to make another at-
tempt to reduce the arrears of stipend due at Vittona;
as the ministers of other places which are in arrears
were not in attendance, action was deferred.  The re-
ports on the Appeal for the Home Mission Fund were
received, showing that in thirty-four congregations the
circular of the Moderator of the General Assembly
had been read and arrangements more or less satis-
factory had been made by Sessions for a special effort,
and already $1,510 had been sent to the Treasurer;
threc congregations reported nothing done as yet, but
the numisters promised to attend to the matter soon ;
and the Clerk was instructed to write to ten Sessions
which had not reported. Arrangements were made
for the supply of vacancies and nussion stations. The
remit on the Hymn Book was considered. It wasre-
solved to hold a Conference on the State of Religion,
at Jarvis, on Tuesday, the 13th day of fanuary. It
was resolved that henceforth the Presbytery shall
meet at ten a.m. and have recess from half-past twelve
ull two pan. A minute of respect for the memory of the
late Mr. John Bowman of Dunnville, and condolence
with his widow, was adopted.—JOHN LAING, Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF GUELPH.—This Presbytery met in
Knox Church, Guelph, on the 18th 1nst,, Rev. W. S,
Ball, Moderator. The statistical and financial returns
as published 1n the appendia to the Genera! Assem-
bly’s Minutes for 1879 were exannned, and the stated
Clerk was instructed to wnte to the congregations
that were low in their contribations, or that had
omitted all or any of the schemes of the Church.
The Presbytery further agreed to express their regret
in view of the large number of blanks in the column
for Sabbath school and Bible Class contributions to
Missions, and wstructed their Clerk to write, urging
the obligation to foster missionary liberality in con-
nection with the Sabbath school. The report of the
committee to arrange for holding the Presbyterial
Sabbath School Conference was submitted, adopted
and ordered to be printed. A Committee was ap-
pointed to arrange for holding a Conference on the
state of Rehgion in the bounds, with instructions to
report at next ordinary mecting. The proposed addi-
tions to and changes in the Hymn Book in course of
preparation, were referred to the Committee who are
to give mn their report at an adjourned meeting on the
sth December. Inquiry was made as to the number
of congregations that had complied with the instruc-
tion of the Gencral Assembly to make special contri-
butions for the Home Mission Fund. After reading
the special appeal on the subject, and from the replies,
it appeared that the matter had been generally at-
tended to.  Notice having been received by telegraph
that Mr. Fisher had accepted the call from Elora, and
that the Presbytery of Hamilton had agreed to his
translation, his induction was fixed to take place on
Thursday, the 4th of December,at half-past one o'clock
inthe afternoon. Arrangements were made for the sup-
ply of St. Andrew’s Church, Galt, chiefly by mmembers
of Presbytery overthe 25th January., The Presbytery
refuscd to sustain a call from the congregation of West
Puslinch on the ground that there was not sufficient
harmony among the people. A suitable minute on
the death of the late Rev. Mr. Anderson was laid on
the table, adopted and ordered to be engrossed in the
records. After some other business, chiefly of a
routinc character, had been disposed of, the {Presby-
tery adjourned to meet at Elora, in Knox Church
therc, on the day agreed upon for the induction of Mr.
Fisher.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.—This Presbytery met
in the lecture room of Dr. Proudfoot’s Church, on
Tuesday the 18th inst.  There was a very full attend-
ance. A call from Bear Creck and Brigden was
laid on the table as also the report of the Moderator
in the call shewing that it was unanimous’and that a
salary of $700 with fifty acres of land was promised.
On petition, a moderation was granted to Kintyre
congregation. Mr. Milloy to act as moderator.
The report of the deputation to Aylmer was read by
Rev. Mr. Murray, convener, and the parties present

from the congregations were heard, Messrs. Steel and
Gordon, from Alymer, and Dr. Mills from Springfieid.
A communication from Springfield was also read,
asking the Presbytery not to accept the resignation,
and expressing confidence in Mr. Beamer. After the
parties had been heard on behalf of the congregation,
the difficulty appearing to be solely on financial
grounds, Mr. Beamer's administration being generally
spoken of as acceptable, the Rev. Mr. Beamer said
that he thought the difficulties in Alymer arose froma
want of Presbyterianism among the people, the ma-
jority of the Presbyterians in Alymer were so mixed up
withthcother denominations of Baptist and Methodist,
The Rev. My, Fraser moved that the resignation be
accepted, and that Rev. Messrs, Murray, Paradis and
Fraser be a committee to draw up minutes, and report
to the Presbytery upon the resignation of Mr. Beamer.
Mr. Paradis was appointed to preach and declare
the pulpit vacant, and Mr. Fraser was appointed
to act as interim moderator, The Rev. J. A. Murray
seconded the motion, although it gave him great re-
gret, and in doing so stated that the deputation who
went down to Alymer could not find one single thing
which they could lay at Mr. Beamer’s door. The
motion was then carried. Reports from- several con-
gregations on Home Mission Fund were read, wien
Rev. Mr. McKinnon moved that a committee consist- -
ing of the Rev Messrs. Thompson, Henderson and
Geo. Sutherland, and Elder Cameron, be appointed to
considerthereports received and also the course advis-
able to be taken with regard to those who have not re-
ported, and report to the Presbytery. Carried. There-
port of the delegate to the Delaware congregation with
respect to the provision of a manse by the congrega-
tion for the pastor was read and agreed to, the con-
gregation agreeing to provide a manse, as requested,
A letter was read from Mr. Duff, asking to berelieved *
from the position of member of tae Provisional Session
in London East. A letter from Rev. Mr. Donaldson,
asking to be transferred from London Presbytery to
Guelph.Presbytery, as he had removed to Galt, was
read and the application granted. Considerable time
was spent in discussing the question of the debt on
Knox College. It was agreed that the Clerk should
write to delinquent congregations asking them to pay
up as promised. The Sabbath School Convention
was fixed to be held 1n London, on the 3rd Monday
in January, and the Presbytery to meet on the follow-
ing day. Mr. Cameron, under calt to Glencoe, de-
livered his trial discourses, which were sustained,
and his ordination was appointed to take place at
Glencoe onthe 2nd day of December. The Committee
appointed to consider the reports on Home Missions,
reported to the effect that three Sessions had reported
and that it was to be regretted that so many (more
than the half) had neglected to pay regard to the
instructions of the General Assembly, in this way
helping to bring on the present crisis of the Home
Mission Fund. It rccommended the Presbytery to
enjoin upon Scssions to carry out theinstructions of
the Assembly and to report. This report was adopted,
It was moved and adopted that all congregations
within the bounds of the Presbytery hold missionary
meetings, and if possible report at the January meet-
ing of Presbytery, if not, at the meeting in March
without fail.

WE are all sculptors and painters, and our material
is our own flesh and blood and bones. Any noble-
ness begins at once to refinc a man’s features; any
meanness or sensuality, to imbrute them.—74oreaxn.

THE Rev. W, M, Statham, of Hare Coiftt Chapel,
Canonbury, London, has been preaching on the stage,
He considered the relation of the drama to morals,
to realism, to religion. He claims that in England
the old Stuartism and Puntamism are in conflict in
these days, and he is for Puntamism. He makes a
good point when heasks : “ Islifeas it is a fit subject
to be represented on the stage? Ought men and
women to be portrayed by actors and actresses?”
He decides in the negative, and he is nght. Few
people are found—few people of any mcral character
and spiritual life—who will defend the drama as it
generally 1s.  They speak of-some possible reformed,
purified drama when they claim that the stage can be
made useful.  But we have to take things as they are,
and not as they may be madc or as visionaries imag-
ine they can be made. And, taking the stage as it is
-~with some rare exceptions, of course~every Christ-
ian must heartily condemn it,
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