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to-day the most successful, because lie
exaggerates.” He tries t»make out his
case by adding, that in a population made
up, a8 theirs is, of immigrants from every
older nation and remote corner of the
world, there must nec.ssarily be elements
ascurious as they are variable, incongra-
ous and grotesque ; ani what to an out-
sider might appear an exaggeration, is in
reality a truthful microring of nature.
No doubt th.re isa great deat of truth in
this statement, but yet it cann«t be gain-
said that the American humourist exag-
gerates, and exaggerates, too, in a greater
degree than uny other humourist of the
present day. Anyone who has read Dick-
en,s American Notes and Martin Chuz-
zlewit or Max O'Rell’s Jonathaw and His
Continent. or has himself trave lcd through
that wonderful country, and obs.rved the
various types of character among its pop-
ulation their hubits, weaknesses, fo]Yies,
and ludicrous peculiarities, can judge of
the adaptablity of the soil to the growth
of this species of literature. The louging
camps of the North, and the negro plan-
t=tions of  the South, thut part of the
country which is familiarly known as
‘down East,” and the mining camps of
the “‘far West,”’ the Indian trails and the
gniries of the Central States, have all
urnished unique characters for the pen
of the literary comedian. Immigraut
Chinese, Germans, italians, Irishmen and
English “‘swells” have all their peculiari-
ties painted in the most glowing colours.
-1 haven’t space in this short paper to
run over the whole list of Americau hum-
« urists, but'will only glance at a few of
the leading representatives. Arvtemus
Ward (Charles Farrar Browne)—the Am-
erican Rabelais—during the eight years
in which he was before the public, con-
vulsed two continents with his humourous
parodiés and quaint satirical descriptions
of the prevailing customs of his day. To
the *‘llomo Ridens” of the present day,
Arten:us Ward—Ilis Book is a veritable
storehouse of humour of the most refined
and clussical nature. Siuce his death iu
London in 1867, Mark Twain (Samuel L.
Clemens) has been the nation’s accepted

prince of humourists. Old life on the
Missiesippi, where he himuelf spent scmo
of his earlier years as a pilot on oue of
the steamboats, has been well portriyed
by him in Tow Sawyer aud Hucklebury
Fiun. Here do we see his art at its best,
and it may well be regretted that he lus
not oftener entertained us with the .con-
icalities of his own native country. . The
bulk of his productions consists .of bouks
of travel which are all masterpieces of
their kind. His latest venture in .the
literary world is A Connectiout Yunkee at
the Court of King Arthur which has not
met with the success of his earlier w..rk<.
I may mention en passant, that he took
his psendonym from a termn used Ly the
Tleadmen on the Mississippi steamboats,
meaning the fathom of water. Bret
Harte has long been amusing us with his
realistic descrintions, nearly all written in
dialect, of life in the mining camps aud
on the frontiers of the Pacific States.
The Luck af Roaring Camp in, prose,. and
The Heuthen Chince, and Her Letter in
verse, havea world-wide reputation. The
eccentricities and national peculiarities of
the New England Yankee have had _their
chief exponents in the persons of James
Russell Lowell in his Biglow Pagers—the
best of America1 humourous productions
—and of our own countrymen Thomas
Chandler Haliburton in that immortal
work Sam Slick the Clockmaker. De. Ol-

iver Wendell Holmes has, been character-:

ized a3 one of the ‘funniest fellows” of
that brilliaut company of New Englaud
literary celebrities which are to he f «und
at the gatherings of the old alwa i iof
Harvard and the authors’ ¢'uwhes . f Lis
native city of Boston. Iu his three vol-
umea, The Autocrat, The P-ct and The
Professor at the Breakfust Tulle he has
given the world a series of essay- abound-

ing iv humourous pleasantries. and keen

observations on men, manners; and.things. .

Interspersed here and there throughwut
the collection is a number of remwrkably
witty poems of which The Wondesful
One-lluss Shay and the Height of the
Ridicnlous ave perhaps the most noted.

has He lately bid farewell to literary
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