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to-ay the most successful, because hki
exaggerates. " He tries t- make out bis

ou yading, that i a population made
uas theirs is, of immigrants fromt every

eider tation aind reniote corner of the
world. there m uit nec. isarily be elements

* as curious as tlsey are variable, inçongru-
ousauid grotesque ;an3 wmat to an out-
sider miglit appear an exaggeration, i; in
reality a truthfui îir-roriing of nature.
No doubt tLýre is a great dleat of truth in
this statement, but yet it cann--t bd gain-
uaid that the Anierican lîumourist exag-
gerates, and exaggerates, too, ini a groïter

deretan uny other humnourist cf'hprsntt da. Ayne wbohnra Dic-
ens.merle n Notes sd Martia C~I&:-

zlewit or Mai O'Refl's Joitat<u(t& and lits
Contipient, or bas lîjuiseif trave Jxd through
that- wonderful country, and obs. ived thia
vauicus types of charact;er among its pop-
ulation their h'Js)its, wcalinesses, follies8,
and ludicrous peculiarities, can judsge cf
the adaptablity cf the soil to the growtlî
cf this spOcies of literature. The Iogging
Camps cf the Nortb, ana the ncgro plan-
truions of -the Southi, th-it part cf the
country wbich is fsnmiliarly known as
'*downi East," and tise mnining campis tif
the "4fà -West," thé Indisn tritils aud tie
p rairies of the Central States, have ail
furnished unique characters fur the peu
of. the literary comedisii. Inimigramît
Chinese, Germans, Italians, Trishmen and
-Englisis " swells" have ail their peculiari-
ties paited, ini the moet glowing colours.

.1 haven't space in this short paper to
run over the whole list cf Americais hum-
t urists, but'wil only glane at a few cf
thme leading repreentatîves. Artemus
WVard, (Charles Farrar Broswe)-thce Arn-

erican Rabelais-during thse tighlt years
in whicb he was before the p)ublic, con-
vulsed, two contin ents vith bis humourous

9p-rodie and quaint satirical descriptions
cfathe prevailing customs-itf his day. To

the" 1I lorno Ridcîîs" cf the present day,
A-tenaus lFttr-iIis "ok is a veritable
istorehouse cf humour of the most rcfinèd
airid cliasical nature. Sitice his deatis ini
Lciudon in 1867, Mark T%çain (Samuel, L.
Clemens) han been tise nation's accepted

prince cf humouriste. OId life on thse
Mississippi, wbere he hiraseif spent *.nie
cf bis carlier years as a pilot on cite of
thse steambonts, lias been wvell portrîyed
by him. iii Tow à%aw4jer and llnckZebitry
Fisai. Here do we see his art at its best,
and it may well be regrettud that he Là4s

iiot oftcner entertained us with tise citui-
icalities 4-f his own native country., The
bulk of bis productionms consiists cf iscikx
of travel whieh are ail materpieces of
their kiud. Hia latest venture ini -the
literar,y mworld is A* (Cnneticut Y«»ikec at
thse Court cf Kingj Arthur which bas iant
met with the succesa cf bis earlier w..r-z
I xnay mention ent 1K,aat, that lie tookz
bis psendonymn froni a tenta used by the
'leadmen on the Mississippi steamuboars,
meatiirsg tbe fatbom, cf water. Bret
Hante bas long been amusing un i'-ith bia
realiatie descriptions, near]y all written lu
dialect, cf life in thse miuinig camps aud,
on thse frontiers cf the Pacific Stattes.
T/te Luick (if Rcaiwtj Camp in, prose, . and
l'lie lieidihe& Chince, and lier Letter in
verse, have a world-wide reputation. The
eccesîtricities and national peculianities cf
the New England Yankee bave had their
chief exponents iii the pensons cf James
Russell Lioweil in hi" Biglow l'ai ers-tfic
bebtt of Arneniciri bumourous productions
-sud cf our owit countrymien Thomas
Chandler fialiburtou i that. immortal
work Sam. .&3irJ tMe Lockmaker. Dr. Ol-
iver Wendell Holmes bas. been char-ater-:
ized ms oue cf thse "funniest felloiWs cf
that brilliatît ccmpany cf New Englatid
lirerary celebrities wbichi are to he f -sid
at tbe gatheringa of thse old ri"atii i :.f
Harvard and the autlior.t' c'-ilis . f 1i1-;
native City cf Blostoan. 111 hi-4 tiuc voI.-
urnes. Thse Aitiocrat, Titc P. et aIAd Tha
Frofe.uor at thse Brealfeott 7tWc,* latc bas
given thse wonld a series cf ess.ty- aboisu-
icg iii huanourcus pleasantrie:s. and keen-
observations on men, mnamers; antd.thiigt..
Intcrspersed here and there t1irough--ut
tbe collection is a number cf reumsrkably'
witty poems of which Tite Wiotidroffs
Otte-lieu àSlay and tbe hleight (if thme
Riictdoits are perhmps thse mnt. noted.
bas He lately bid farewell te Iiterary


