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Ulnatîls1t% bau renolved où amsa

S h th slam orn < hia ex.
trein iy "' týI à~obld.înaiî, De Ilaurevert?"l

sMOiTe ' bPe dEperno&"
" L i,. Aitjé JoVeuse trewhînlsef back

lu ll1I ctq'i>e ty ree veu4t b hie boist.roil
hiilrityr.

6 NW.abit .ureerE!~I,4" aid thé Due
d'EpssÀIo0, md 00 rarl tAen 114 part. ln the
Coliviersati 'lý appears IDlue that y* have
tiot ude r] thIW F mptio4. Mor the

i ososue.e9=4 flpILa. idTakt
oare thuat tbt4 ant".

" %iOuttetig,fl lnterrupted De Maureverth
déI1titkP Lhe liberty to remind you that Monsieur
le Di)e de Joyeuse has, guaranteed ln your nains
aw w,.ll as bie own that no harm shali coule tk
nme on acoount of what 1 bave mest said. The
leact Violence offed 10 my pergon would dis.
honor Monsieur de Joyeuse; 1 therefore brave
your auger."1

iMY good frlend Epernoîs," crled De Joyeuse,w hosi-gaàletz instantly disappeared and -lave
place to & serilous air, ilMonsieur de Maur;vert
ta righ t -e ýre oùund to hlmt."

'T ot ata C Sald d'Epernou, quickly. il We
)lave gIvaen bea no promise, my dear De
Josyeuse, tW l"4 is l1ng.nd caiumilesgo tinpun-
islîed. IoiTji ~.that I bave 'lever Cora-

nài..ioîé~~î~tÇ'Ill the Chevalier Sforzl."1
"i tih id~peur," replied the captain,

coly ý biii o to me persouaily, but to
ni l' Cousia 6%,~ you have givenii he coin-
Ii ist-lin;bit, 1* consderation ofasum 0f rnoney
1 sn po ;ZÎ, m y cousin bas transferred the

rumnt' ~ me. WIth mue, tisarefoe'e, resta
th(i' t'ik or *aylaylng and killlng the Chevmâelr
Storsi."1

A soiju what pr>tracted silence folléoed
I)'E'lorlln, taetly admlttlng bis (iffeat vas
rumlnatîng vengeance. The Ditc de Joyeuse
was~ the firizt to> renew thse brokeis Conversation.

"Tîf'nay D'ppersnoni," ha uaid, 1"iL woDd ha
loi(y to Stboil the galety of this charipe iInter-lew; DIII youti eLtue go on wîLtmhgtjon
-Vas; thaîiks. l)ear De Maura.vt, the posai.lit bu nf ting-if I ar nfot mletakea*,.-u his:
You hav~e t.o Ifi Monsieur le Due diEprnno
#lic(>unit of ftosstpir Sforzi, and W il C =isx
Sîlorzl (on ac-ouxt of thi. lDoc d'EpernonV'ir

O Your staternent of thse case la rigoroualy et-
nect, mfonseitgneour."

id Very good. WiIl you olow tell us vItL rO
volîr Pi'f'-lios? Du yen aecept thls o'je
missti

")Ro vo, propo.se 10 kli my belov*d brother,
D'Epernou ?"

1I viii at leasi do my hest Lo that end."
Aund afterwarda yoit wîîî."kiî the Chevalier

qtorai ft"
ilAfterwards or hefose, sicording as clrcum.

stances may present theniseives Mmr or less
f4vorshiy; but 1 shahi certtiily kiU 'b5p."

ilI arn autonished great.Iy, good De'Kauýrever%
that yuu, who are so prudent and reticant lnbusinessn, sbould flot yet have thought of one
thing "l

I 1thnk I have taken everythîng into con-
sideration, monseigneur." *

idNot, 1 think, the penalty oif the rack aud
tIhe wheel, vbieb vwould crowîn your double «-
ploit. You would bave labored simply fo«bCthe
isenetit of the executLoner, wbo would inhxerit
your spoilI."

"4Oh, nlo, no, nionseigrs<ýr!" crled De Maure.
vert, with a otnunlng amile. "lIn the first place,
whittever rnsy lia the irieisdsbip felt by bie ma-
jesty for Monsieur d'Epernnn, lie would be
obliged Wo behead me, beeause 1 amn of noble
race, sud dlaim the rlght or axv aînd bloek. Ilii
the îîext pîsee, Monsieur D'Epernon onu de-
fundt, you cannot suppowe that I sbould amuse
Inyseif by mtroIlîng about thA dstreet.s 0of Paris.
The meanneof tilgrht, wilh bhave already pre.
pared, vîli enable me Lis paix as ithont dangt r
luto a foreign country; once t-ive, I shiah take
service, andl tranquilly cbontinue 10 foliow the
profession of lirins. And now, wiso knows ?-
perhap-tbe Lhought cut is ns' Wthe hpart-
.Monsienr de Guise mîsy one day finid himiealf
tupon the throne0f Franice! Mlylkwitlo,îwonld
then ineonitinentîr ha cbanzed from tint of exile
to that of favorite. Monsieur de G4uise vould
knov lsow Lis reward me for the deutb of the
Duc d'Epern)oni. 1 ehauld ha overwbeluned with
houore, dignities and offices. 1 assure you, mon-
seigneur, that the more 1 Lhink of the matter,
the more 1 am onvincad ttîat, frort ail points of
viaw, It lseaxtremnely advaîîtageous k> me."

41 Emmtgh of Chis absurdlty 1"1 Intarruptd thie
Due d'Epernon, very pale,."CapWan, yon
snay go."

De Maurevert rose at once, but at a slgn made
Wo Mim by D'Epernou, and whlcb he understood,
De Joyeuse recalled him.

"dDe Mairavert," ha aaid, I"comae soon tW Mybouse.Ip aTihal inha arry-l-- bae a- but o

ÏF
X.

- <tlie bch l* Ov ahareas umuls vi t as1
VItole oç any o reaoet adoutmatainl

C. ried Des 'mêe ashn hMiy Hr
flsy purse, tDe MverC. I don't know hol
MAu6b. it conains; l»stau I sbs.ll .4111 continue t4

k treat YùÉ a a friand, if you 11sd te minrasuu
afileu4.%l'ou, On your aida, viii not heettate lis ai

drOeÏsiuse iiiua raliable fdiend,"1
c The dulge's pUrue contained Cvo haudrec

e crÛw nslu edl& De Joyeuse justiy passed as Lb
e moAnt genor(us and magnificeat of anl Lb. noblei
e of thie CoiLÏl'Lof enry III.

ik~

CHAPTER XLNII,
r THE ASTROLO(JERSPREDI(TION.

3 On quitting the cabinet or the Duc d'Epernon,
De Maurevert passad wiCh imajestic step througli

*tihe vaàst roomas crowded wlth sultors, and c"aîs
3look of pity on Chese hungry creatures, attracted
thithar by the great credit of the mignone.

"lMonsieur," he said, addressing tihe taLtered
Gaecon wbo hadl found a valet to aisnoune ili

L on isis arrival, dé two words wltb you, if you

1iT*euty, monseigueur5t " rephed the Gascon,
ebov'lng to the grouud. .Pl

Followed b># h poor fllov, De Maureveri
0ontinued bis way until haovas outaide or tise
palace.

"1Monsieur," be said, g"Ch. dishonesty of the
bman who robbed you bas not greatly prolita

hlmn, for 1 have found two more of your stoien
crovua. Here tbey are."

Thea son of the Garonne once more over-
wbelmed De Maurevert for bis ge"rU.oly, and
contiuiuad k> pour forth bis thanke long atter thse
ixaptain as ont of hearing range.

"Morbleu! " crled Chie adventurer, "i axa
pliwaed wlCh mysaîf. At bottom I1sa au ex-
cellent fellow, as this sudden limpuse of charity
Ctilled; for lndaed vItL jterait bave I to
serve la givlug two crovus to Chie Gatscon?
Nouse i I bave almply given *&ý ay W goed
mnovauent of my heart. Tihe ides hait this
Gamoou 4, who le an enire strauiger lis me, may
bo euiaU. W pais a pleasant day je agresa ble
to mue, teiiam sidecidedly a thouasaud imes
behier tt= 1 amr puted 10 be..But now let
me MIfet a UlIte on the presesît situation of
thixugs.* Doas my double.dealiug vlLb d'Eper-

n on onat.t a trait of geulus or an act of con-
sgumbta ObUMm.a? I knWo lt lusany case,1 vAS bOldhy inaPired.'bhat I1imade th. prond

Lavaiett.e &(raid la beyousd dossbt; he vas car-
Lalnly very much afraid. Tb*e question lu wbe.
ther bis feara viii be favorable or prejacdicial to
te ehevaliar'. interesta.

idBelievlug himsaift bisobetu danger, d'Eper.
non Wiii nov emplo>- lu bis own defeuce-.at
least I hope so-Che rasources he hbcd intended
to use againat Sforzi. That, aL aht eventà4,viii
make a useful diversion. Beuides, 1 have net
yetmasl y aat word. Whou tLie proasd mignson
sanda me ans ambassador, as b. viii, 1 vili go te
the bottorn of h. question. I vili undertakre Li
abandon mnyliunagiuary prouact, on bis rets.
bursiug ime tise pratandad suin I expeet to l'e.
caiva for killng hlmu, and Lise five hiundred
crovus wbicb xny bonored coumin bas agreud lis
glve me for Lb. deatb uILsoul. Yeu, Yen ; I tbresae
Chat 1 shall sucoeed lu comaing to au arrange.
ment wîthi Monsieur d'Epernon. Ha la vindic.

'hive, bust ielas utterly wauting lu stoîcîsin. Yes,
'ye; I abat) eertaiuly make a btudeorne gain
out of may'freladilp for Rpoisl 1"

De Maurevert lightly uiroked tise ends of lits
lonîg moustaches, and lsLarted forward aL sncb a
rapid pace that a trotng isorse wssuld have had
somne difficulty ln keeping up with lhuas.

Whi,- tise captalu vas busy wlth the uneas
of brlnging bis a iuccas8ful end the projeot whioh
liad eutered lits inmd, Messieurs tise Ducs de
Joyeuse sud d'Epernon. vore euîgsged lu serions
conversation.

diMy dear d'Epernou,"l sald d'Arquas, diI ove
ît o te unalterabla f1rleudablîsby w1islh va
ara United, isot to withliold aîîy portion of Chie
trutîs froM you. Your unfortunate renconstra
wMlii tis accnrsed RSfnrzi han miade a great noise.
People are netonished that you bavea llowed the
deadly insuitto bis hch yous bave beau subjeod
by Lhisa gabonsdbis go ununished. 1 vili not
conceal front you hat a part of Chie biama ex-
eited by yossr douhitful conduci., b>' your vaut of
;srasence of mmid, fails iscck upon tIhe king and
upon your very humble servant. It ls openiy
said thatlbe Quluses,Lhe Maugirons, andoihiers,
have no succemsri-Lisat our evords are as pa-
tient as theirs vere hasty 1 People affect ws
doubt. You know bow va are envied, aud con.
sequeutly detestad, b>' the mob. People, 1I a>,
affect to doubt the soldity of Our courage!1
DeaLh ausd carnage 1-tha thougbt made lue an
forions hat for tvo days I have heen seeakiug
evcrywhare a cause of quarrai. Sonabody I
must kIllt "

&4Caim yoursalf. dear brother," interrupt.,.

hm ba»Otblugt t dread fromntChie aiight cioud; Chia
allbctlon eiit.rtained for you b>' Henry la un-

ls questlOUably solid; but IL la flot te besui Crie
w tbat hla1 mortiied.-paliîest You know vhsat
to Henry la, dear broCher. Tbe idea Chat va MaY
f. bis kllied lu single combat makes hlm Lurn Paie
t- and tremble; but Lbougts sorrov for our loua

iVeeLisO Uf>'hklm W bis grave,lite would nover
di forbid uà tW 4g lnry la axcessiveiy louchy
e on Chie Point Of honor. Nobody botter tissu ho
)s unidfratands Chie dutuas of a gentleman."

"éSo," ansavered d'Epernou, Lioughtfully,
*"larn of Opiioa tiats afej ng between rme

ethis fiorzi lu uecassary 11"
lungo0d faith, my doar friand, yes."y

diWhat !-you wonid have me descend is tise
levai of Chie advexturer? You musC ha mcd,

ilDe Joyeuse!1 I have often observed tisa faciiLy
si wtth whtch yoas compromise our diguity. Dear
a brother, if you sud 1 occnpy a pIost so eievated
i Chat princes tisemeelves envy us, Lt h noL becanse

chance has alded us, builisecause we aure greutiy
t superissr k all b>' wionit se aie surr<sndad. I
i tighit wlth ibis, Iiforzi!-Oit! That vouid ha
s too good a joke ! Tise lseqnaiLy of LIhe stakt-s

muakrestise gaine tumpossible. Wlsere I have*beau vrousg l s not haviusg kllled tire felow on
Chie spot. Withiuî tvasnty-four hours 1 wili re-

L pair my fanl."
déTaka cara whist >'ottdold'Eperuîon ? Beflect

vel iseacating. IL viii be as id Chat you bave
liadt recoUs-s; lte assassination because yoai hava
v antai OoUtsge, to iigit."

" dpeople rnays>' visat they ika !" cried Id'E.
peruon, vlolentîy; "but Chie>' shahl see tisat, aL
tost, thosa vIte dare tk> lnlise--dia!"

" lMay' I tell you ona Ching, beloved d'EPer.
non t" askad De Joyeuse, after a muoments si-
lence. s"IL la hat 1 féal sure Sf(srzl vilI come
eut of ait Chie vitIt advantage. I do vroug,1
perbapa, lu teliing you Chie, A fev days agi%,1
I coniiulted te astrologer, AibaLia ooerniasg1

byou."9
"iOh I-he bus gone baok Ltisah practice ofi

1aorcery, ban ha ?II"
"iDo no& speak lghtly of aatrology,"1 repliedj

De Joyeuse, gravai'; i L la anuisstaliibhe science.t
Albatla ta neyer vroug."1

1,And vItLhmisthie liislslihlo AibatIapu-edlot-
ed of met"1

",lie bas predicted hat If yen obstinately d
peast In puîsuing a young in uof vhons ho
gave me a description-an.sd that descrip-

ion tailles In an exLraordiaary sauner vithd
Oforzi-you viii die b>' the strokce of ad
poignard! Nov, Aibatis kuows no more1
about Sforzi than be does about Lb. projeota oftDe Maurevert. Doea not Chat at leait atrika you
as belng ver>' singular ? I admit that hesrlng i
that rascal jnst nov couifles te you, vitIt the
splendid Impudence vhicis beiougs k> biLn ahone,
bis sinlater projects againet your persous, I foit aF
abuddar paso hrongh my body. This De Maure-g
dart ta a cunning sud determined feliow, a rough
âvordsrnan. Ha e mroreover andôwd-it muâtsC
lu justice lhead austLed-vitb unequailed modes..I
t>'; lie maires no attempt to push himer for-
yard, and haever slngs bis owu praises; her.-g
fore, vbeu hae advancesanaythilng, It rnay ho -
Cakaus for certain."p

idIf tise constellatiousakre part aganat me," l
replied d'Eperuîos, aiTectissg a galet>' vhich vas
complateiy contradlcLed b>' the palior of bis q
visage, "4tisera romaisns for mue nothiuj but Lop
mount ns>'horses and hi>' as fast I caus ont of the i
kiugdons."lo

IlYou do wroug k> Jest, beloved brother; but 1
I have doue my dut>'. I camne thuts oruîtng tis
waru you, snd I have varued you; run> cois- ti
science la ic>w at resL. Good day, brother; I s1muast nov retasrn to Henry." ft

Tisa Duc de Joyeuse, afier eunbraeîug d'E. tiperson, vaa about Liilug bis departaure visen h
Chie latter called hlmu back. hdéYou are golng t sole De Xaurevert sisortlilt"M
h. asked, vlLh an air of embarrassaient. Yi

luYes, dear frieud. Have yon au>' proposition gi
to maire tohilin t"

diI treat viti tise captain as equai bis equai ? is
Yon are ont of your sausas ! But thougis I ai- yLacis usoimportance tolbisthreats, I thinkiltvwitî
hie couvenlent lis me tW geL rid of hirlm e ha
inlght imnpeda me lu tise course of my yen- y,
geance. Whatever youi promise him, I vii
agrea Ca; vhatevair Yeu engage to (do, I vili lx
carry ont."D

CHAPTEpR XLVIII. ti
WRAT 1-S TO BE DONE? l

IL vas slmost tvo o'ciock lu the aflerusoon. a
Rasoul, fearlug k> dieturi tisa rest of visich Diane, VI
viso liai uotal pt the uighL before, stood 50
greatiy in need, bai not venured k> returu k>
tise Young giri'e ide. But, conunr.d dau lesîglisby Impatieunce, ie vas preparing 10 o a
ouit, visen hoe aa De McureverL enter thie door
of tise Stag's Hesad.

61 Parbieu!-I arn back juxt iiil' ime," crilad C

"Who are Chiase on, and visat dû Ch.>
vaut t"1halienquirai <«fDe Msss'eveuh »t!
dertone.

"Tises.People are yo w servants, deâIi5'
sire toiseas hat you ara alloved k> l
p ea 1" r e pliai t h ia e ap ta in. id « s 1là D
uessgit>' for you ta %wu se ide y@Si ae* 5 suu

tO torture you- igain to s$0deursWtd.
spl C hiagreater pan t Iix )%W_~a ti
cs'aitlng this troop of brave taPlonsIti iv
Chat I amn W Pa>' eaoh tvo a raneujad»Y.
ditiO o isfeedlug for themsehyes «W hl W' .o
thiat Lb>a amto obe> 'W lLMg>bd
10 aeaatiY- basaî, but
cive me s u udrtakug W ,gimboree
OUtlaY In your defênca. yul you not, inydeS-f

RatlBut, Into tise saddia I 1long k> ee
mysaîr ua tise head of ns>'troop!1 B>' lltise
treasures Of Piastus !-we shah usnake a brsve
appearaue! Wa shall hatakn for hiulh 5 d

rniglsty seigneurs! Who kuove thie ns
heip me b ceonclude a brilliaut marriage
k> ns> dear and honored pul.1C.~
takre IL lut')bis be-ad to ha otieýrwise thân o~l
shonld va chance t4i meet agatu!1 MoiD che-
val le r! -Mademnoiseilled'Eriauges 15 W'altingfO"
yoaî!"

The moment vould have> bean jlj.ohos#P
addressi any emonstranca tt h. oa iaî;de
terring ail hae vas impelled t10 as>'therefte
Raoul mouusted hie horse. De Maurevert la
atausti>' urused k> bis ars', a&utluia a if
voîca, cried:

diAtteintion 1-marcs!"
Tisa escort moved forvard at s trot.
As scoîs as tisa tvo compaulons reilObed

Diaue'e bouse, De Maurevert dismouiitad, e
vîth a sauperb air, thirev tise bridle ofthlbisf
Wd oe uaof bis men. As k> LRaouslbefora tisa CA7
tain had even erossed the thresbold of tise 0t
hie vas ln the preaenoa of Mademoiselled't
Janges.

«At Ch. outiet lise conversation of the lovais
vaa of an utter>' dtecotsneoted, kind-hCY gai'
go happy tW seaesacis other again, tise>' had 00
mucIt W sa>' o eacis other, so man xi>'axynd5

Clous ho sIt1IAftar listeulng for sybule, bflot w1thost givlug signs 0f ImpableneS, tisC
hamiug talk l iniclth e wo Young Pol

appeau-ai te flud no great a deltgbt, De Mr IlirOvau
determined at leuigtis to gîve thse ossver"lool
more ordinar>' ebaraeter.îl

"'Chevalier Storzi, and yox, Madelioîm
d'Ersssges," hie said, i ra>' cease >'ou- cisido
disooure. The positions lusviscis va re plWe
la grave enongh tu occupy Our montaafius
tentlon."1

"lMademoiselle Diaune bas ganerousi>' fOy-'vau
ma-whst more have 1I W desire tl' orled R0l
"Cean>'ntig ha wanting tW my happ- nf4

",Wba. la wsuting k> your bappueS',fo
p oted the captaiu, in an ironical toixe, an
shirngging hiseshouidars, il ounetiing 0eeî
-is stabilit>'. ILs duratiou. Mhsblue as 0Ostrika you as beiug pieasnt W passeabl[g &on
Iinod vith assassins sud studded vIth daKg
ro observe you- mad sa'curity, and b10rsiu
gay talk, oue vould imsagine List everybsaS»
was striving tW reuder himeli apleae£lC -
Possible W you-thîntt everybody vas bOn t 

On
Ieplg you te yoair lèlcit>! B>' the ellt of'

Miadame ]Llsrva !-IiL l ot in tise ieMe ">'
qute otierwlse. Let us not hi bu si Old 1b'
pieaaure, but see bisinge s tiste>' are lu ra t

1

aid fot as you look utL Liem, hrougis thpise
f lov. I begin wiLb you, chevalier; Presentu
1vili deal i ti Mademoiselle d'Erlanigen-

"lMadame de Monpenaer, the mot vlus4
e

Aive visman lis Fs-ance; Monsieur hea cýOPer
sou, tise mosi. powerfui issu of Lte day ~<

miath>, tie Marquis de la Trembla-t, a knov
tha vorst sort--aIl desire yen r dfflthiîd tis
have neitiser mrore nor iss tIssurOUle
homses of Valois anad Lorraine agaiu5 tO
Wlhiat defeusca have yoas agaluet . f ou-Coo
your eneitetlRexuarksble împrudai<îof
gÉreaL deal of temarit', sud Chea friendsh1pe
bold Captain de Maurevert. Your IPuec
es bayond question, your Lamait>' vos1

yotu to destruction, sud ivere il; net fOr b revotion of thiat valiant sud knovlng1» s
aert, I abouldai aread>' advine yon t
yourself as no longer bdloigijg tW eaut-Ch"

i4Masi, captaiu, you are u-tgit!" crled sic0eo
palean su trambisg. "Ohl 1 conjure >'<>"
sot îabsandon Monsieur Sforzi. You alO" &ie
-spabi> of gettiug bis ont or Chis horrible Po'$
lois 11,

"6Tiati rue, maedamoalle" yrepliud Po
slaurevert, ccoliy; "haut toaaat Chil hIPI»
ansd 'ilftcult resaxît, ItLis neceesary Ctis te 00
isaliar ci> 'nid blîsîdi>'foilov ns>' savice."

"Ha v iii1foilov il, Ca pwan." ,b6ve,
"Idoasbt it.But, lu an>'caseI ebi,» 0


