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ment, wliat stronger caix be adduced than is ta be found iii the

preface ta the poenii whichi contains the trucst record of his
religiolns views ?

"'Strong Son of God, Immortal Love"

This is his own prayer. It could only have l)ccn written, by
onc wlici believed iii and liad liad experience af its lieipful
efficacy'.

Leaving the reahni af spcculative tliealogy and faithi, let us

iiext iniquire as to, ihie poet's teaclxing an the subjcct ai lived-
out relig-ion. Whiat is hiis ideal af lufe ? In biis -works, as,ii-.
the Book af B3ookcs itself, we have no one-sidcd picture. Tie
wvroiig course and.the riz-lt onie are bath set before us, by
exaiple, and Nve are tauglit, cithier directlv or iindirectly, to,
avoid the anc and to folloîv theý othcer. Thiere are sorne wlio

tliiik that man's. ligliest anid truest lufe hiere cansists iii coin-
plete retirernent, -wlicre by frequent prayer and fasting and

scaurging, the Ileshi niav, le inortified and the soul developed.

This v'iew ai lie the poet clearly shows is fialse 2and at vani-

alice wvithi duht'. 14c (lacs iiot positively say so, but no one

cani reýad " St. Sinicon Stylites " iiout feelingr thiat aithougli
it is oiily an hiistorical portrait, it is drawn ta repel rather than

to attract. Never -%vas thle: liarshier side af nonastic lice paintcd

in strongrer colours. \Vc turui f-on the picture .in disgust as

w-e gaze at the figurc on tlhe pillar, "hlall deaf, alinxost blind,

and withi loth thighis rottcd with tlîc dcw," and wheni we study

the muiier iaxi, as xv'c can thiroughl biis words, -we are not less

strongly repchled. Wlhy ail this suffering ? Wliat is the
main motive bchind it ail ? To bc registcred and, calendared

as a sainit."' One thoughhi sustains hlmi and cilables imi ho
endure-that a tinme ilay corne

"Wv-lien you xuay vworship nie withioxt reproachi
For I will leave niy relies in yotir land,
And yout may carve a slirine about xny dust,
And burn a fragrant lamp before my bones,
'When. I amx gathered to, the glorlous saints."'


