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THIE POET AND THE MANDARIN.

0O1,

LE-PIH&t3 ADVENTURE i1i TIIF GARDV.XS OV

XWO-iFOOTSE.

Apassajc front CYitnese- llistory.

TiiE moon shone like glorificd and floating
dev oni the bosom of the tranquil Pei-ho, an('
tho lienri of the yoiung poct L--pili was bkci a
cup runniing over witb veine. It was no abate-
men: of bis exulting ftilness that lie was as yet
the sole possessor of tie secret of his owii
gerus. Conscious of exqisite, stisceptibility
ta beauty, fragprance tend nikisie, (tbe three
graccs of ibe Clîiic.) lic was more intent
upoxi enjoying bisgilits tban iipon the awaken-
ing of envy for their poýs--ssion-î!'e latter bc-
ing the second leaf ini ibe hocjk of genius, and
only turnced over by the oigc f sa.;iy-
Th-,irygiiless of the acqtiis;uoün of fanie as the
youthful poct may be, bowevcr, lie is alvays
ready to anticipate its friiWts, aend Le-pib corn-
mLtted but tbwi poet's cri-or, wlben, baviqg the
gemn ini bis bosD3m %vbiehI could buiv the faveur
of the world, lie took the favour for granted
wiibou t producing, tbe gem.

Kwonfooisc lîad riurned a conquercir, froni
the war2 w'itf the- Hvong-k:ln, and this n;,ght,
on %vhicli tlie nioon shonc si gloriously, wvas
tho heur of bis iriumiph, for the Ernperor Tang
had condescended to 'onour with bis presence,
a gala given ')y the victorions general nt bis
gardens op the Pei-ho. Softened ly lu:s ex-
Ultingy feelings (for though a brave soldier, lie
was as haugh:-y as Lu3'kongc the thunder-god,
or H-wuylco .be monarcb of fire-,) the warlike
mandarin tlrcýw open bis gardens on this jov-
fui night, not oniy to those who wore in thecir
cape the gold bail significat of patrician birth,
but to aIl whose dress and mien warranted their
appeararice in the presence of tlie emnperor.

Like the realmis of tbe blest shone the gar-
dens of Kwoiîfootse. Occupying the %vhole
valley of tbe Pei-ho, at a spot where it curved
like the t%%isted cavity of a shell, the sky seemn-
ed to shut ini tic grounds likc tbc cover of a
-vase, and the star- soemied but the garden
Iights overhead. Fro.'i one edge of the vase
to tho other-fromihill-.op toliili-top--extenld-
ed a broad avenue, apagoda at eithcr e.-trcnîi,:y
glittering wîth g-.d and scarlet, the sides fia-
nîing with coloured larnps and flauntirg with
gay streamners of barbarian stufis, and the
moonlit river cutting it in the centre, the whole
Vista, at the fir8t glance. resembhing a girdie of
pirecious stories %with a fastening of opal. off
from thîs &entral divýision radiated in ail direc-

%ioi. allys of camphor and cinnamon treêl
ligli-ed %vitîx amnorous dimrness, and Ica-iir
away to bowers upon, the bili side, aend 1roz
every quarter resoundcd music, and ici evtn
nook ivas seen feasting anid merriment.

Ici diisguisc, tbe emperor and inipeîiia3
niingled in tbe crowd, and noonesavc fbehoe5
tend bis daîîghters knew ;vhat part of tbe cii.

dens 'vas honoured ;vith their presenfCe-
Tbere wvas, bowvever, a retreat in the grounrà
sacred to the privileged few, and liere, %vL>_
farigued or desirous of refreshinent, the rov-ýI
persoiîages laid aside d'sguise and %ver(e sz
rounded,ç with the deferential honours oi t
court. It %vas e50 contrived that the acete
'vas îinobserved by the people, and there wLu
thereofore, no feeling of excluîsion to qualifv th.-
lh;larity of the entertaiient ;Kwonfoosu
wvitb ali bis pride, lookîng carefully to lis pip?»
iarity. At the foot of each deuscent, iipoii tihe
miatted banlis of the river, floated gildcd i>.3a5

wvitl lamps burning ici their provs, and gali
dressed boatmnen offerîng conveyaiice aérost-),
ail wvho requiîed it; but tl'ere wvere also, uiio-
served by ilhe crowd, bonis uiîlighited and c5i.
drcoratcd holding off from the shore, Nvhiù,
at a sýzgn gîven by tbe initiated, silcntiv ap-
proacbied a mnarbie stair wviihout tic lincofiia
blazing avenue, and taking ilîcîr freigbt e,
board, swiftly pulled up tbe rnoilit river, to -
landing concealed by the sliouler of the li'
No path led from the gardens biithecr, aend fio:ý

no point of view could be ovcrlooked tîce ni
brilliant scene of imiperial revel.

It wvas vcrgiicg toivard rnidnifht vhîen ido,
uiilknown poer, îvîth braiî fioatiiig ici a ý-
r ual giddiness of delight, stood on the brink t-9
tlo glianuing river. The boats plied coa.id-Çui
,vith ilîeir frcights of fair daisels and ga:Iy.
dr.essccl youths, the miany coloured laip
throwing a rainbowv profusion of tints on t
water, and many a v'oice addressed lîini wXù

ic-rry invitation, for Le-pib's beriuty, s) 11-

mous noev ici history, was of no forbiýIJ:û
sitatehinvees, and bis motions, likie bis COUea-
ance, were as frankly jovous as ilhegainbolsul
a young leopard. Not iiîclined to boisteroi.
gaiety at the moment, Le-pili sîepped belwecu
the lamp-bearing trees of tic avenue, and feld-
ing bis arns in bis silkcn. vesi, stood gazn,
in reverie on the dancing waters. After a le
moments, one of the dark boats3 on wbich lit
had unconsciously fixed his gaze drcw silerly
towards hirc, and as the cus Ic.aed steri, wi
briught round to the bank, the boatnian iaiî
a reî-erence ta bis kneeb and sat %vaîttin thE
poet's pleasure.


