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Chinamnan nover eJxlports lus beSt tea-
he keeps iL for hîirnsef-fbr bis manda-
rins and long-tailed celestia-l aristo-
cracy goenerally; anything seems to
Iiîm good enoughi te sond out of the
country for sale to, foreigners, wvith
whom he lias no sympatliy wlatever,
except te ratie in thecir cash in the
greatest quaiîtities hie can.

%Vhat Jolin Chinaman cannot and
doca not keep for himself of tlue best
quality or first, growth of genuine tea
is sent overland to IRussia, whiere it
commiands a very higli price, froquently
ten tîmes wvhat it wvould average if sold
in a Canadian or American city.

The second growth of Chinese tea,
rnixed with inferior and refuse leaves
of varions kinds, is that wvhich is pro-
pared foir export; the mixture, com-
posed of a miscellancous assortment, of
trasb, dried or crispcd, and thoen colour-
cd vi th acids and dyes of noxious and
often poisonous quali ties, is that which
the cunuing Orientail prepares to send
away, auid Iaughs in bis sîceve as he
boxes up the stuff, the stcaming decoc-
tions from wvhich arc to be s'vallowed
with gusto by the Iloutside barbarian."

The price at which stuif called tea
eau now be boughit, should alone con-
vince any oneC who at ai reficts on
the subjocts that iL cannot possibly be
the genuine article. The price would
neyer puy its freighit and other expen-
ses across the ocean - thousands of
pounds of a compound urdor the name of
"Iten," is now daily consumed in
Anicrica. whiclî Las been nmanufactured
or manipulatod bore.

AImost any leaf of troc or shirub,
whien placed on a pan and dried or
roasted, wvill curi up sufficiently te re-
semble genuine Cit'en,"and the quanti-
tics of spurious leaves se used are in-
eredible to the great majority of con-
umiers. The colourings afterwards

used to complote the deception, are in
mobt cases decidedly injurious tco hoalth
and niany of thomi rankcly poisonous;
moi cover the pans or utensils usod in
the process of coloringr are froquently
of a naturo to generato poisons, as lias
beon reccontly proved by cases of fatal
tei'mifation.

Tho rapid dccline in the price of tea
of late yoars niay wvell excite well-
founded susp)icionls as to, its genuine
cliaractor;- it seems but a few years
since the Iowest price paid for tea of
fair quality was about 3-s. 6d. in the old
currency, and it was considered cheap
nt that : for on its firat introduction
into Britain it wvas thon inuch lesa free
from adulteration than it is at present.
It was geîei'ally of comparatively fair
and genuine quality and cansidered a
great, and rare luxury, altbough it met
considerable opposition in many quar-
tors, wvhere it wvas regarded with dislike
and suspicion as a French or foreign
innovation of vicieus3 and perniciolis
character. It would frequently bring
as high as 10O; ti 45s. per IL, often
Iiier for brands supposed to be of ex-.
tra quality, and the occasion of first
opening a newly-ai'rived caddy, was
made an even t celebratod by a nurnerous
assemnblage of intiiate frienda or re-
lativ'os to, ineet in social conclave and
discuss iLs inerits. The social character
of tiiese gatheringý,s lias remained te, this
day, but oh! Ilwhat a fail my country-
men" lias there been in the compos8ition
of the beverage which lias so frequently
played a prý,ïninent and important part
.in similar meetings.

Temporance orators neyer tire in
thoir Pr-aise of toa. IL is the universal
panacea for overy ailment, and no
oration is complote unless iL is rounded
off with an allusion to the "cup that
checers but not inebriates."

One grave objection te, the use of tea%


