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Xl MR GEORGE RANDALL ASHWELL.

No list of leading Methodist laymen
in British Columbia could have been
compiled during the past thirty yewrs
or more without including the name that
stands at the head of this brief bio-
grapical note. Both the name and the
face that adorns this page bhave been
familinr in connection with nearly all
important gatherings of Mecthodists in
the Province for more than a genera-
tion.,

Mre. Ashwell was born in 1833 at Hen-
low, Bedfordshire, Eng. His parents
were staunch Episcopalians, and duving
his childhood and youth he knew little
of the people with whom he has since
been so long and prominently conneceted.
In 1S36 he moved to "Loronto, where he
remained for a year. It was here, dur-
ing the year after his arrival, that he
was converted to God througzh the infiu-
ence of a series of revival meetings held
in the old Ilm Street Church. 'The
young Lnglishman’s case was a clear
one, and he immediately united with the
church which had been instrumental in
leading him to Christ. Ior four yoars
longer he remained in Ontarvio, living at
Caledonia and other points on the Grand
River. In 1861 he removed to British
Columnbia, reaching  New Westminster on
the very night of the opening tea meet-
ing in the first church built in that
town, He was given a hearty welcome
by the pastor, Rev. E, White, and the
little band of Methodists, and from the
day of his arrival was actively associ-
ated with them in their work. My, Ash-
well remained in Westminster ten years,
engaging in business first with My, Thos,
Cunningham, theirs being the first hard-
ware store on the mainland of B. C.
The partnership being dissolved, Mr,
Ashwell continued in business alone, de-
voting himself to the furniture part of
the business. In 1866 Mr, Ashwell re-
turned to England on a visit, but soon
came back with a wife, in the person
of Miss Sarah Webb, who has been a
genuine “‘weaver” of his fortunes, and
has done him good and not evil all the
days of her life. In 1871 he came to
Chilliwack, and » 2ned the first store in

the place, eavrying on business for years
at the landing, and for the last ten
years in what is now the thriving town
ot Chilliwack. While attending the
Conference of 1898, Mr. Ashwell re-
ceived word that his place of business,
Ashwell & Sony, with their entirve stock,
had been destroyed by five, the work of
an incendiary, ‘Che loss was heavy, but
with characteristic energy the firm be-
gan to rebuild, and now occupy the finest
and most modern business block in town
In addition to his other business My,
Ashwell is a large landed proprictor,
owning several farms in different parts
of the valley. ‘Throughout his long life
he has experienced the abundant bless-
ing of God upon his temporal affnirs,
and is one of the most prosperous and
substantial men of the community,

Mr. Ashwell is a man of strong con-
vietions, and holds tenaciously to his
views of right, but is always willing to
yicld to the will of the mnjority in minor
matters, and to work heartily for the
general good.  ‘Though intensely practi-
cal he has a well marked emotional vein
ranning through his natave. Lhroughout
their lives Mr. and Mrs. Ashwell have
dispensed a generous hospitality. Their
home is a favorite haunt of preachers,
and of all who are connected with ve-
ligious or philanthropic work. He has
also been a wise and liberal giver, ot
only to local church support, but to all
the benevolent and educational enter-
prises of the church. Irom his earliest
assceiation with the church in the Pro-
vinee he has been continuously a mem-
ber of the Quarterly Board and a trustee
of numerous churches. Ile has also been
frequently  delegated  to the”  District
Meetings, and for the past six yvears has
been a member of the Annual Confer-
ence. In 1898 he received the well
carned honor of election to represent his
Conference at the General Conference in
Toronto, Ile has heen a member of the
Collegze Board of Direclors since its or-
ganization, and has bheen one of the
most hoperul and generous supporters of
that enterprise.

IPor many years Mr, Ashwell has held
a commission as Justice of the Pence,
and at the present writing has just re-
ceived the nomination of his party as
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“A vaster empirve than has been.’

The gzrowth in power
and  majesty of the
British Empiro has
been unparalleled in
the world’s  history
The pruciples of 1ib.
B orty and justicoto the
fndividual have had a
g ureat deal to do with
such growth,
Thenational growth
can bo Hkened some-
what, to the progress
and expansion of lifo
fusurance, whicli_has
ulso done agreat deal
for the bunclit not
only of tho *British
Empire but of overy
civilized nation,
it you have not yet
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1 Trounce Avenue, VICTORIA, B.C.
its candidate for the next Provincial
Legislature,  1lis friends declare that
his election is assured, Whether that
be so or not it is certain that, it elect-
ed, his vote will always be given on the
right side of all moral questions, and
there will be one member of the Legis-
lature who will always be in his place
in class meeting of a Sunday morning.

N
* CUMBERLAND.

Rev. W. Hicks, Superintendent.

Despite  the depression in business
here our sale of work by the Ladies’
Aid netted the handsome sum ot $270.
This is most cncouraging, and scts us
in a fair way to obtain the mark we
aimed at for the 'Twenticth Century
TFund. We had an Baster Monday Social
under the auspices of the Ipworth
Lieague, the main feature of the cvening
being sclections on the piavo by our
younger members, also some glees and
solos by the choir. At the last business
meeting  of the Church the Quarterly
Oflicial Board extended a cordial invita-
tion to the Rev, Wm., Hicks to remain
as pastor for the fifth year,
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' E Dinner Sets, Chamber Sets, and all lines of fancy
Io Crockery just arrived and more to follow in a few
, days.

Choice assortment at bottom prices.

We are prepared to sustain our reputation as

family grocers.

‘Telephone and mail orders promptly attended to.
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JOHNS BROS.,

Cor. King's Road and Douglas St., and
Cor. D scovery and Douglas Streets

VICTORIA.

’ Telephone 433.




