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THE STUDY OF COSTUME.

1t is sometimes o matter of wonder
both In this and the other countries
of Lurope. how France has succeeded
in ruling the world of taclilon for such
a long period, and now she has been
cnabled to repulse every attuck upon
her supremucy In that fleld, coine from
whatever quarter it might, The origin
ol thelr excellence lies In that founda-
tion of all genlus: a capaceity for work-
ing hard and taking pains with the
muatter they have In hand, which in
this respect is congeniul to the na-
tlonal taste. This 18 preeminently so
in the matters pertaining to dreas of
both sexes, but egpecially to that of wo-
men. The French are agsiduous stu-
dents of the developinent of costume,
says the Textile Leview. and having
perfected themselves in the true prin-
ciples {n the art of dressing, they are
enabled to explore every source of in-
spiration with the greatest advantage,
and always with  some considerable
show of reward. Thus the fields of
Nature, the truest and best feuntain of
inspiration, are never neglected by
them, and in this respect Nature Is
bountitul to them in the provision of
blue skies and golden corn firlds and
wenlth of flowers, the store of which
fs annually replenished abundantly in
the sunny clime of France But Leyond
this the French have another great
resource, of which fashion designers or
manufacturers rarely make use In this
country. We refer to thelr great devo-
tion to the study of the development
of costume. They know well that in
the comparatively unexciting llves of
the ladies of past centuries, in the time
when needlework, embroidery and dress
formed almogt the whole resource ladles
had of whiling away their time, tuste
in dress was highly cultlvated and the
fincat results were obtained. Of these,
many of which have been handed down
to modern times in the stained glass
windows of churches and the illumin-
ated missala of monasteries, they are
the most carecful students. They have
a llterature of this kind tenfold mnore
extensive than ours, in which cholcent
gpecimens of the olden days are repro-
duced 1n highly artistic and beautitully
printed Nlustrations In the colors ot the
originnls; and out of these studivs and
these materials are drawn many of the
results that charm the rest of the fash-
able world decade after decade, and
give them the palm of excelleuce.

THEY ALL DO IT.

“Here you get out of this! Don't
let me cateh you in this store again !”

A little feminine shrick followed this
tough salutation.

The writer turncd and beheld a beau-
tiful and faghionably dressed younyg
lady In the clutches of a floor walker.
He had torn open a bunile which she
. had just received from the package
desk, had forced back her money into
her hand, and with conatderable rough-
ness was hurrying her to the door.
The face of the young woman was o
plcture. She looked ke an angry queen.
Her eyes were hall aflame and hall
drowned In tears. Her magnificent
tecth showed through tho reddest kind
of lips, and her clear complexion was
llke marble touched with the f{ino scar-
let of flowers.

I was tempted to interfcre, but the
tales of kleptomania and other strauge
tbings which happen in our great bas

gary, and knowing the man, besldes,
to e a geptlemanly fjoor walker—for
this drama was tuking place in one of
<he most fashlonable stores In the city
—I withlield my hand.

o I know that lady?” sald the
floor walker, with a laugh. *1 should
say [ to! She I8 a very gsand hudy,
indeed. My dear sir, she Is one of the
tricks of the trade.

*That bewltching lady in Paris-made
gown and fuported bonnet s o sales
xirt in the store of our enterprising
nelghbour on the next block. She gets
11 a week. She came down here dis-
gulked as acustonmer, bought n dozen
handkerchiefs as a blind, and procecded
to price a number of our goods in
which our eanterpridng neighbour suy-
peets we are underseiling him. This {s
20 a8 to give Wlm u tip how tu mark
his goods, Inshort,ghels n spy, nnd as
we are not permitted to hang spies in
this warfare of trade, all we cun do s
to cxcort them to the picket Nues and
et them go. Now that this young
lady has heen discovered, her occupu-
tion in this line of usefulness js gone,
but our nelghbior will have another
rigged up in less than no time.

“Eternal vigilance is tho price of un-
derselling,”

“But do all the big stores keep these
8pies, a8 you call them?” I lsked.

“Well,” gaid the ungallant floor walk-
er, with aslpFwink ancd smile, *they all
of them do ‘but ourselves.”—Dry Goouds
Retailer.

IMPROVED BOOK-KEEPING.

Some improvements are always be-
ing made in boouk-keeping, but the old
day-book, journal and ledger still re-
main nearly the satae old time-honured
articles. But the Barber & ERis Co.
are now manufacturing a line of ledg-
ers and n mercantile reglster which
are well adapted to work a revolution
in beok-keeping. The mercantile regls-
ter, invented by a gentleman unamed
Hill, 18 a new thing and well worthy
of attention. It is adapted to last for
six ycars fn any business. It shows in
a very simple manner the amount of
bLusiness donce cach day, the amount per
week and the amount per year in all
the varfous departments. It shows at
a glance the actual worth of the firm
at any time, the aggregate amount
of the liabilities and the aggregote
amount of book accounts and bllls re-
celvable. It shows the amount of cash
received, how recelved, and how ex-
peaded. It shows when an ingurance
policy expirea. In fact, it tells a man
ceverything he desires to know about
his business at any time of the year.
1t i3 not complicated, bt the necessity
of having the various parta and de-
partments correspond to cach other
prevents mistakes. This i3 especially
useful In the cash department. No pro-
gressive book-keeper should fail to sce
this new expedient.

Hill's Wholesale Iedger, which can
also be used by retatlers, shows at a
glance cash payments, discounts, goods
rcturned, past due nccounts; containg
monthly satatements of all Involces,
uotes and drafts maturing, and shows
when and how each are pald. This
ledger Is specially adapted to the necds
of retallers by o man who knowas ex-
actly what they need, and has spent
Years of work in attaining perfection
{n these hooke. Anything which shows
a business man what he s actually
doing nud where he s staading 1s great-

-

Iy beneficial to him, ns business men
very keldom huow  thin, and when a
man daes not. know he {g slck, fow Ix
he golng to apply o remedy, It men
knew exactly, twelve tuues n year,
what thelr flnancial position s, there
woultl e fewer fallures and u wore
tranqull business world.

CANADA’S TRADE.

The trade returns for the twelve
monthy, with the exception of the fig-
ures from Britlsh Columbly, are now
complete. ‘The cexports for the year
show the magnificent increase of 815,
218,868 over 1891, the figures belug
$110,795,872, as agalnst $95,066,004.
Of'course when the returas tor Nrltlsh
Columbin are received the totals will
be changed, but 1t I8 morc than lkely
that they wil make the flnal result
better even than it appears to-day,
owing to the development {n our trade
with Chinan and Japan. The {mports
totalled  $110,186,444 as  agalust
£108,553,707. an incrense of $2,922,.
738. The duty collected shows o fall-
ing off to the amouunt of $2,901,370,
the figures Delng $19,122,314, as
against. $22,023,028, The returns for
the month of June are of a most en
couraging ciaracter, the imports shove-
ing an Increase of $2,000,000, while
there is a slight increase in the duty
collected. The exports for June wore
$14,188,901, ax agalnst $10,993,671.

THE ST. JOHN'S, NFLD., FIRE.

A naval force, under the command
of Sir Baldwin Walker, {8 tngaged
blowing down the dangerous walls.
The safes belonging to most establirh-
ments have opened  The bank vanlty,
court records and savings bauks hooks
are in good order. The records of the
Crown Lauds Department are all de-
stroyed. The manuscripts of the Im
portant acta passed during last ses-
slon have alzo heen destroyed, and there
is no copy cxtant. The largest mer-
cantlle establishments bad Lngilsh
safes, and they all proved worthless,

the contents being  completely  de-
atroyed. Taylor's safes all  came

through the fire ungcorched internally.
In once case there was o Milner awnd n
Taylor In the same bullding. The cou-
tents of the former were destroyed,
while those of the latter were intact.
Convequently the Canacdian safes are
now In great demand. Publle grati-
tude to the Cunadian people for thelr
prompt asslstance {8 warmly and uni-
veraanlly expressed.—The Emplre, July
16, 1892 (from their own correspon
dent).

It has been ascertalneu chat the to
tal amount of the insurance on the
property destroyed will reach four mil-
lions and u hiall, but thils will not cover
more than onc-third of the losses wus-
tained. One peculiur feature of the con-
flagration has been the teat {t afforded
of the value of rival mukes of anfes,
Those manufactured by Milner have
been found usclesas, while those inade by
Taylor, of Toronto, proved perfect. The
teat ought 10 prove of the utmoat value
to Lanadian trade, a8 some of the most
serlous loases hitve been caused by safes
sproving unrellable.—The Gazette, Mon-
treal, July 14.

During the severc thunder storm Sun-
day morning lightning atruck the tele-
phone wire and sct fire to the shoddy
mills of Harding & Co., Slmcoe, Oat.



