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THE STUDY OF COSTUME.

It la somertimes a mntter of woitier
botl in thi snitd the otier countries
of 1Lurope. thow Èrance la miccee'ded
lu ruling the world of falenio for cucli
a long perlod, and nloi aise has beenis
enablied to repuise every attnek uîpon
her supremnuey 1in thalt field, cole fron
wliaitever ihnrter it. mitiglit. The origin
or their excelleuce lies li that folunda-
tioln of aIll genliusc: a csîanlt.y for work-
Ing liard ,ui taking pniiib witi the
inatter they IaIve nli lainl, whilel li
this respect li congenial to tle nn-
tlonal tate. This ls lareentinently so
li the natters pîertaîiailng to dress ut
both cexes, but esleclsally ta tlit of wo.
mien. The French are aa.îiduaois ctu-
dents of the developiment or costuinue,
says the Textile lReview. anut hiavIng
perfected tlieiselvea lit the tre prlu-
ciples lu the art of dressing, .they aire
enabled to explore everv source of in-
ispiration withi the greateat aîdvaitasge,
and nlways witht corne considerable
show of reward. Tuis the fideld of
Nature, tie truest and beat fountain of
Inspiration, aire liever neglected by
theni, nit ln this respect Natur- la
bountiful to thent ln the provialut of
blue skîes and golden corn filids and a
wealth of flowers, the store of whlch
I annually repflenished aibundantly lu
the aunny cligne of France But beyond
this the French iave another greit
resource, of wh'lich1i fashion designers or
manufacturers rarely niake ise in thila
country. W%7e refer to their great devo-
tion to the study of the developient
of costume. They know well that In
the comparatively unexclting lives of
the ladies of past centuries, In the time
when needlework, enbroidery and dress
forned alnosst the wliole resource ladies
bai of whiling away thcir time, taste
li dreas was ligtihly cultivated and the
finest recults were obtained. Of thetse,
many of whilch bave been banded down
to modern times ln the stained gliasa
windows of churches and the hilutnin-
ated missals of monasteries, they are
the most careful students. They have
a literature of titis kind tenfold more
extensive than oure, ln whlIch cholcest
specîniens of the olden daya are repro-
duced in lighly artlste and beautitully
printed Illustrations ln the colora of the
originals; and out of these studies and
these naterlil are drawn many of the
results that charn the rest of the fatsli-
able world decade alter decade, ind
give them the 'palm of excellence.

THEY ALL DO IT.

"Here you get out of tits ! Don't
let me catch you in this store again !"

A little feminine shriek followed thla
rough salutation.

The writer turned and behoeid a beau-
tiful and fashionably dressed young
lady In the clutcles of a floor -walker.
He had tori open a bunile whch ee
liad Juat recelived fron the package
desk, hai forced back her money into
her hand, and with considerable rough-
nees was hurrying her to the door.
The face of the young wotuan was a
pîcture. She looked like an angry queen.
Her eyes were hall allame and half
drowned In tear. Her magnificent
teeth uhowed through the reddest kind
of lips, and her clear complexion was
like imarble touchei with the fine scar-
let of flowers.

I was tempted to interfere, but the
tales of 1deptomania and other atrauge
thinga whlch happen ln our great ba-

zarm, nuai knowing the main. lbeahlee,
to be ai gestlemanily oor walker-or
thtis drana was tutking place li one of
the mo1ast falshilonable stores i the city
-1 withlield my band.

"1o I know that lady?" suid the
floor walker. with al laugh. "1 shohuld
say I to! she in a very guand lady.
indleed. %ly (leur Kir, aie Is une of the
tricks ut the traie.

"'liat. bevitching lndy in Paris-mnde
gown and Importeil bonnet la a sales
girl li the atore of our entterprlasng
neighbour on the next block. $he geta
$11 a week. Ste cane down liere dis-
gulised as cutonier, bouglt a dozen
handiiukrreiefs îas a ilnd, and proceeded
to price a nunber of Our gooda lu
which Our enterprtiling neighbour aus.
pecti we nre undlerselling imiii. This lm
so ne to give him a tlp how tu mark
lis goods. Ini s;hort,«hesis n spy, afnd s
we are not permintted to hang iles in
this warlare of trate, ail we clin do li
to escort tiema to the pleket lines and
let thei go. Now thait this8 young
lady has been diccovered. lier occupi-
tioi in tilin fe of usefilnessâ la gone,
but our nisîglbor will have tuiother
rigged up in les than no time.

"Eternal vig:lance la the price of un-
derselling."

"But do ail the big stores keep tlhese
sples, as you call them?" I lasked.

"Well," sait the ungallant floor walk-
er, wit.h msiaink.nd smile, "they ail
of thei do -but ourselves."-Dry Goods
Iletaller.

IMPROVED BOOK-KEEPING.

Some îimprovemenats are always be-
Ing iuade li book-keeping, but the old
day-book, journal and ledger still re-
main nearly the nule ultime-lionurei
articles. But the Barber & Ellîs Co.
nre now manufacturing a line of ledg-
era and a 'mercantile register whici
are well adapted tu work a revolution
ln beok-keepling. The mercantile regls-
ter, invented by a gentleman înuaied
Hill, la a new thling and wei worthy
of attention. It li adapted to hat for
six yeara n aIny business. It KhowK ln
a very simple ianner the anount. of
buainess done cacli day, the autnt per
week and the nnount per year ln ailt
the various departnents. It alows nt
a glance the actual worth of the firni
at any time. the aggregate aniouiit
of the liabilities and the nggregate
autant of book accounts and billa re-
celivable. It sihowa the anount-of cash
received, hiow received, and how ex-
pended. It shows whien an insurance
policy expires. In fact, it telles a man
everythilng le desires to know about
his business at any tinie of the year.
It ls not complicated, bu t tise neceasity
of having the various parts and de-
partments correspond to aci other
prevents mistakes. Tis l especially
useful In the cash department. No pro-
gresslve 'book-keeper should fali to sec
tils new expedient.

Hill's Wholesale Ledger, whlich can
ailso b used by retailers, shows at a
glance cash payments, discounts, gouda
returned, past due accounts; contains
monthly statements of ail Invoicea.
luotes and drafte maturing, and shows
when and how each are palid. Thîs
ledger la specilly adapted to the needs
of retalers by a man who knows ex-
nctly %wiat they need, and lias spent
years of work ln attaining perfection
ln these book@. Anythlng which shows
a businesq man what lie le actually
doing and where ho la standing ln great-

îy blienefielil to ii, ais buishaems nitil
îer. celdoi atmon thi. and when al
main ilora not know lie la Kick, oiw Iif
lie going to apply a greiedy. If iien
knew exactly. twelve tine a year,
what their ilinneilnl posltion le, tlere
woutil bie fewer failuresî and at more
tranquil luiness wvorld.

CANADA'S TRADE.

Tlhe trduie returna for the twelve
muonthis. iwitih the exception of th flIg-
ures fron lritish Coluinwa, are iiow
comiplete. The exporta for the year
show the magnificent lncrease ut $15,-
228,8G3S over 1891, the figurea bling
$110,795.872. as against $,50(;,504.
Of'course when tie returis for iiritiih
Columbla are received the totale will
bc chunged, but lt Is more than likely
thait they will niake the finli result
better even than l itappears to-day,
owing to the dev'iopiment lin our trade'
with China lint Japan. The Importe
totallei $110,486,444 as niginlîst
$108.553,707. tin Inerense ot $2.)22,-
738. Thte duty collected ahowa a fail-
Ing off to thei anounist of $2,901,370,
the ilgures being $19,122,314, as
ngninst $22.023,028. Tie returns for
the month of June tire of a nost en
couraging character, the imports show-
Ing an Inercasae of $2,000,000, while
there ls a slight increase li the duty
collected. The evporta for June were
$14.188,U61, as gainst $10,993,671.

THE ST. JOHN'S, NFLD., FIRE.

A naval force. under the coimuand
of Sir Baldwin Walker, le engaged
hlowlng dowi the dangerousa ,wnvilis.
The sales belonging to most establii-
mente have opriied The bank vniultw,
court recorde and savingé banks books
are ln good order. The records of the
Crown Lmaidis Department are al de-
stroyed. The mnanuuscrpte of tie lui
portant natn pab.ed durlug last ses-
clon have also bei destroyed. and there
la no copy ext:tunt. The iargest mer-
cantile establilhments liat Englîtli
sues, and they ail provei. worthieuâ,
the contents being comupletely de-
stroyed. Tiylor's safes ail enine
through the flire inecorcled internnily.
In one case there vas a MIner ani a
Taylor In the bane building. The con-
tenta of the former vere destroyed,
while those ai the latter were Intact.
Con"equeutly the Canadian safes are
now iln grenr deiand. Public grati-
tude to the Canadian people for thicr
prompt assistance Is warmly and uni-
versally expresseu.-Tlie Empire, July
16. 1892 (rom their oun correspon
dent).

It has becen ascertaineL ihint the to
tal amoint of the insurance on the
property destroyed will reacli tour mil-
lions andi a 'ail, but thîla will not cover
more than oie.tlird of the losses sus-
tained. One peculiur feature of the con-
fingration bas been the test It afforded
of the value uf rival mles of sales.
Tiose nmnaulactured by Ilier have
been found useles wh'ile those made by
Taylor. of Toronto, praved perfect. Tie
test ought to prove of the utmost value
to (anadian trade, ns moie of the most
aerious losses have been caused by safe'
•proving unrellable.-The (aztte, '.lon-
treal, July 14.

During the severe thander storm Sun-
day morning Ilghtnlng struck the tele-
phone wIre and cet lire to the shoddy
milla of Harding & Co., Simcoe, Ont.


