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old ballad-singer had dicappeared, theugh 1 was
still in doubt whether hns padlirship was not a

mary objeet of Lis siit.  Mure troubled per.:

I resumed my gardening accupation, until, hav.
fng worked myscll into a pleasut prespiration,
I began W smile a4 my fears.  For 1 remew.
bered that this poor, wicked, but weak old
man bad been a wanderer through a long life of
_alternato wretchedneas and selftindulgence, of
petty crimo and appropriate punishwent. It
- hed been his boast, years mgo, that hie knew
- overy nook und corner of England. I bad
heard him say that he should go on tramping
through the country il he would most likely
lay huuselt’ down to dic under a hedge, And
" witat therelure wore likely thun that, withous
; any definite design, he should once woro have
i staut on a Jong and toilsomo tour—tho rul

TS

ing passion strong in extreme age, without any
moro definite design than that of indulging his
vagrant disposition 7  And as ta the distance
i from London into Yorkshire, why, ho might
hinve been a wonth, or two months, or three,
‘upon the road,

1 And then if my existence in Kogland had
; been suspeeted at Thieves' Castle, and it were
thought necessary for tho safety of that crimiu.
‘al community to earry out the threat ef the
‘ruffiar. Kite, they would ecareely buve employ-
el a feeble and lageard old man like this
“ Pinctar,” as ho was called there, as a spy.
My fears, thercfore, naturally as they had
tbeen mised, rapidly faded away; oud when two
‘or threo months clapsed, and I saw no more of
the old wan, aud heard nothing to disturb my
security, [ had alwost forgotten the sudden
{atarm 1 hiad exjericnced.
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. s CIRATTE XLIV,
! TEMPLETON LODGE IN FEAR,
“ Frrry Pouxos Rewanrn. Whereas, on the
night of the —th of November last,"———and
.then the hondbill went on to recount how a
farmbouss, towo twenty miles distant from!
Templeton Lodge, had been broken into and
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tion roeeived in our secluded hougcheld that a
desperate gang of house-breakers had invaded

- deception to cover some imquitousdeaign; and. theoutlying rural districts of the broad county.
1 could not feed seeure that 1 tras unt the pri-}It wis not tho Jast, howevers Throughout tho

cnsuing winter—-it waa the winter afler the

baps, than I should have cired to acknowledge. ,nlmn T experienced from the rudden appear-

anco of my old Whiskers' Rents and pricon
acquaintance—rumourn reached us from time
1o timo of similar outrages in differcnt directions,
but all at some little distance from Templeton
Lodge. Now, it was a loncly farmhouse which
was attacked; then, a gentlemin's seat in ano-
ther part of tho country, some thirty miles off,
the owuer and many of his servants being ob.
sent ; eguin, the shop and dwellinghouse of
onc of the prineipal tradesmen in a cansiderable
warket town, many miles from cither of the
former sccues of vivlence, was ransacked; and
before the conaternation which these evente
caused hud subsided, another sourco of alarm
arose from the fuct that highway robberies
were committed on many of the publie roads,
sttended with such circumstances of daring de-
termination as proved that the perpetrators,
whoover they might be, were not only expent
and practised in erime, but were formidable in
nuwber and resources.

for it required no great penotration to con-
jecture that the principal actors in these and
many eimilar scenes of violence were banded
together,  Where pawbers were required to
overpower resistance and engure success, num-
bers were engaged in the unlawful deeds; and
where, on the other hand, the vietims weie
feeble and timid, one or two only of the
rubbers appeared in the business, But in
ull the ewes of house-breaking, oue powe:s
ful and brutal wman, as far s could be
gathered from the hurried observation and
after description  of the plundered  and
ill.uscd inhobitants, was fnvariably present.
His countenance, it is true, was covered witha
wask of crape, as were the fuces of all the rob-
bers; but thoe threata of fearfal vongeance ut.
tered by the leader in these outrages, and the
plans he ddopted for silencing and securing his
victine, 50 as to prevent immediate alane and
pursuit, wero in every ease £o simi'ar, that
identity was almost established.  On the other

,robbed, tho inmates having been barbarously:hand, this burglar never sppeared as a higk-

away; and tho old man, afier sgnin keenly treated by the burglars, semo fvo or six in'lwaymnu or footpad : these acte of crimo viere
gancing around, slung his basket over bis number; in contoquence of which a rewand of principally committed by an evidently young
shoulder, aud hobbled off to the sclody of bis 6fty poonds would be gived for the discovery and athletic man, who in the exerciee of Lis
owy erarked voice, sloging, or attempuing 1o sud consiction of the offenders, or any of thew "profc:slmx condescended sometimes to playful
sivz. enother of the pepuiar <ongs of that,  This haadbill, which foll into tho hands of levity, though couched in vulgnr language, in
‘Mr. Simmonds’ groom, and was transferred by dealing with those whom he called his custom.
I n~ed not eay that T felt redieved when the him to our kitchen table, was the first intima-jorn and clienta,

Perhaps I owo an apology to iy readers for
giving oven these brict outlines of ccenrences
which epread serjous alarm at that thme through
tho neighbourheed, for many miles round Tew.
pleton Lodge. It will bo rcen presently, how.
over, that they have a considerable bearing on
my personal history; and I must yet add anc-
ther circumstance or two.

Que of these was, that the offer of rowards
for the discovery and conviction of the ruflians ¥
seemed utterly ineffectual, not only with regard

to the end designed, but oven in checking the
mitdecds.  Perhaps this is not to bo so much
wandered at when the unsatisfactory stato of
the zountry police of that day is bornein mind;
cepecinlly when it is romembered that even
now, in spite of un improved eystem and great.
er vigi'anee, sowe paintul instances of atrocious
cerime have been committed with npparent im.
punity, 50 as, at least, to bufilo all the skill of
wen teained to the pursuit of tho guilty,

To be sure,a fow arrests were made, and
some suspected persons wete examined by
country magistrates, but as they were able to
give a rearonuble account of themselves, and
their identity with either of the miscreants
cauld not be cstablished, they were necessarily
discharged.

Another ciroumstance connceted with these
events was that compeient judges declared,
without hesitation, that the burglars must bo
practised London hands, For there was then,
us I believe there is now, a superior exceution
and finish—if tho expression way be allowed—
in metropolitan criwe, rarely attained by were
country practitioners,  In this ease, the wkill,
foresight, snd arrangement evidently exercised
in thiese robberies, bore all the marks of super.
for Loudon training, This, at leust, wus the
deliberate and firm belief of am expericnced
thief taker, who was employed in the vain pur-
suit and detection of the eriminals.

And this it was that set my thoughts wan.
dering to Thieves' Castle, My readers will
remewber the brief deseription I gave, some
chapters back, of that deu of infamny, and tho
correspondenee maintained there with houso-
breakers and highway robbersin different parts
of the country; and I could not conceal from

wmyself the great probubility that my wuhappy
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