A WORD TO YOUNG MEN.

11

those who havo gone to heaven, and who are
now bending over you, I pray you to lie reconci
+¢The Spirit and the bride say, Come.”

. . .
Ycrlmps even , loving hearts, and sanctified lives, can be the means of turiiog
ed to God.”; many to righteousness.

The demand and want of the Church is the young man,

And will you not accept the invitativn? Christ, who Asof old, so to-day, Christ loves the young man. The old
songht you with His own blood, asks you to come to Mim. | adage, Ol men for council and young men for war,” was

He says to you, **Give Me thinc heart,” May each of jou | never more true than now.

‘The weapons of our warfare are

Jdo so this night. I put the question the other day in a|not carnal, Lut spiritual and mighty through God, mn over-

ullago serviee, ' Who is there here that will give his hert ; whelming the powers of darkness.

Wo cexpect to come offf

to God" And a little gir), with a voice trembling with wore than conguerors through Him that hath loved us,

emotion, faid, ¢ Please, sir, I will.”

I do not ask you to] Listen then to the eall of your better nature, of duty, and of

respond in a similar way, though I should not Le sorry to, God, and with all the cnergies of your being, go forward

hear such an answer.

But let the word bo spuken by the | trusting in Hun who t.acheth our hands to war, and our

heart—let God hear it - Iwill™ Tfe that secketh findcth, | fingers to fight.  Lifo to usall is but a battle. Already we

and to him that knocketh the duor shall b2 opened. ** Who- tce through the wavering ranks of the fee.

Great is your

soever will, let Lim come, aud take of the water of lifc|reward inhearn, and staraped upon our banners is the pledge

God has never said tu the sced of Jacoh, Seck ye
Mein vain.  There are no hearts too dark, too hard, tvo
fonl, too guilty to be saved. And now, brother, standing
hetween thee and hell, I ask thee, wilt thou be reconciled
to God? O, by that hfe of sorrow which Ile lived, by
that death of agony which e endured for thee, I bescech
thee, decide to-night. We shall never all meet again on
earth. I luok arvound upon your faces, and I shall not scu
many of them again till we meet Lefore the judgment bar,
‘There will be no opportunity for me to otfer mercy to you
then, but I do offer it to you now—full, free, present mercy.
You

freely.”

¢ May now be saved, whaever will,
. This man 1cceiveth sinners still,™
Ta-night God calls you to Himseli. O that cvery soul in
this congregation may say, *‘Thy face, Lord, T will seek.”
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WE are told that ‘“‘one sinmer destroyeth much good.”
¥ We have learned that one righteous person can coun-
teract, to some extent, evil influence, and be the means of
accomplishing much good. There never was a time when
there was so much need of godly young men as the present.
There are hundreds of young men constauntly going up to the
house of God, and are almest persnaded to be Christians,
They sigh for the sympathy of kindred spirits. They are
looking fur the one who has it in his heart to say, * Come
thou with us and we will dv thee good.” They are warting
for the strong, hearty shake of the hand which is the token
of & hearty welcome. Sinners must be made to 1ecl thay
God's pesple love them, before we can do them any good.
Asg soon as this impression is produced, Jove begets love.  The
first sign is revealed by which men know that they have
passed from death unto life, “ Love to the brethren.”™ Iven
while I write my mind goes back a few years ago to that
pirce blessed of heaven, Wharton-strcet Church, Phila.
delphia, where & certain young man, whose eye may trace
this page, touk me by the hand and led me to Jesus, and when
surrounded by = large body of golly young men, and under
Christian inflacnee, overwhelmed by numerous acts of kind-
ness, I was favoured above what I had hoped or asked. 1
received impressions there which make the time spent among
the young men of Wharton-street, the bright spot in my hfe.
Thank Ged for young men who aie not afraid to live and
work for souls. May their numbers increase until not only
in the place where *‘ prayers are many and sermons more,’
but wherever a ereature of (God is to be found, there also wall
be the young inan to lvve and do good. God is lessing the
cfforts of the young and rising gencration.  In the mighty
army now being raised for the conversion of the world, the
young man stands in the front rank, and if * only an armour-
hearer,” the Captain of our salvation may depend on him,
The world is to be save 1, and the yonng men must help du it.

of the Captain of ow salvation—victory.  The faithful unto
death shall receive a crown of life. —Christian Standurd.

DAMON AND PYTHIAS.

AMON being condemned to death by Dionysius, tyrant

of Syracuse, obtained liLcrty to visit lus wife and chil-

dren, leaving his friend P’ythias as a pledge for his return,

on cendition that, if he faled, Pythias should suffer in his

stead. Damon not having appeared at the time appointed,

the tyrant had the curiosity to visit Pythiasin prison. ¢ What

a fool were you,” said he, ““to rely on Damon’s promise !

How counld you iwmagine that he would sacrifice his life for
you, or for any man ?”

“Afy lord,” said Pythias, with a firm voice and noble
aspect, ““ 1 would suffer a thousand deaths rather than my
friend should fail in awny article of honour. e cannot fail ;
I am counfident of bis virtuc as of my own existence. Oppose
him, ye winds ! disappoint his eagerness, and suffer him not
to arrive till my death has saved a life of much greater con-
sequence than mine, necessary to his lovely wife, to his little
innocents, to his friends, to bis country. Ob, let me not die
the most eruel of deaths in that of my Damon.”

Dionysius was confounded and awed with the magnanimity
of these sentiments.  He wished to speak ; he hesitated ; he
Inoked dewn, and retired in silence.  The fatal day arrived.
Pythits was bronght forth ; and, with an air of sausfaction,
wialked to the place of excoutivn,  Ile ascended the scaffold
and addressed the pesple : ¢“ My prayers are heard, the gods
are propitions ; the winds have been contrary ; Damon could
not canquer imvossibilities ; he will be here to-morrow, and
my blood shall ransom that of my friend.”

As he pronounced these words a murmur avose, » distant
voice was heard ; the ervwd caught the words, and “ Stop,
stop exccution ! ™ was repeated by every person. A man came
at full speed.  In the same instant he was off his horse, on
the scafiold. and in the arms of Py thias. ¢ You are safe,” he
eried, ¢¢ you are safe, my friend, my beloved ; yvou are safe,™
Pale, cold, and hali speechless, in the arws of his Damon,
Pythias replied in broken accents, * Fatal haste ! cruel im-
patience ! what envious powers have wreught impossibilities
against your [rien1? But 1 will nut be wholly disappointed ;
smee 1 cannot die to save you, I will die to accompany you.”

Dionysius heard. and beheld with astonishment ; his eyes
were opencd ; bis heart was touchad 5 and he conld no longer
resist the power of virtue : he deseemled from his throne,
and ascended the sceaffold. ““Live, live, ye incomparable
pair.  Ye have demonsirated the eaistence of virtue, and con-
sequently of a (God who rewards it Live happy; live
renowned ; and as yon have invited me by your ¢xample, form
me by your precepis, tr participate worthily of a friendship
so divine.”—2h¢ 1edly Weleowie,

Pruacumxe yor & REvnan—There are preachas by
my riads and maj rities, and deeply pious ones too, that never

“ Lot no man despise thy youth.” XNapoleon at twenty-seven | oncein all their lives distinctly coucentrated their purposes
evecated 1%t mighty campaign jn Italy that has rendered | to the single puint of cunvert ng men. Their ulorts are to
his name immortal, hurling back the J\ustrians to their capital , linish an eloquent sewnon, to devdop theological or iblical
and exacting from one of the haughtiest monarchs in Europe  truth, to thnil wsthetically an audicnce, to your forth general

pea~r en his own terms.

the world those ““Tnstitutes,” which have affected the theo- | to build aJarge chareh, ete.  Veril
Sammerficld, at) reward, namely, tuccess in thair objects.

logiral thought of the world ever since.

Calvin, at twenty-seven, gave to, religions emction, to spread a pupular fame, to gather crowds,

Verily these often have ther
Bat here 33 Jene-

twen*y seven, ascended, leaving to the waild a name and a, some preacher who does not object to all these ; hat with oc

life which will be ever cherished as a Godsend and a blessing
to mankind. :
'..l‘here are hundreds of young men who, with willing hauds,

)

withoat them, Ly study, by closct, by puipit, by pastoral
work, some or all, ke mcans to convert sou’y, and just so many
ag he can,



