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beginnin, .en distinguished, thesa Clristian
hiners soon began to converse with their French
fellow-labourers about 1hie gospel.  “I'he conse-
quence has been that forty fanulies have bidden
farewell. to Romanism, and the whole mining
village 18 enjoyinge at thes hour a revival from
heaven. I myselfhave remarked that congrega-
tions which I saw ouly five yeass sinee, havo
within that short period considerably more than
doubled their numbers.

I have been dolighted 1o find one feature of a
reviving relizgion noticeable in ather countries he-
ginning to dieplay itself in this country ; 1refer
to the promotion of youny men's Christian nsso-
ciations. ‘There are alreddy twenty-five of these
seattered over France, and maintaining aregular
corrcepondenco with each other.  They are in-
creasimg every womth, and pronuse to b pro-
ductive of incaleulable benefit. The Sabbathe
school syatem isaleo beginning to be appreeiated.
Thirty-two yeurs ago the first Sabbatheschool 1
Paris was opened by Mr. Frederick Monud; not
long since bis cloquent brother Adolphe nddressed
4000 Sabbath-schoal children in the Oratoire;
aud, indeed, one of the numerous band of minise
ters connected with the Oratoire—Mentandon—
has his cntire timo occupied with the care of the
young.

In the-impontant French city from which I
now write, we have a remarkablo instance of
the steady progeess of the gospel.  ‘There are
about 9000 Germans iv Lyons.  An evangelical
minister has lately been obtained to Jabour
among them.  He Legan with eight hearers ; he
has now 200 in regular atteudanco on his nunis-
ury.  Liut tho labours of Mr. T'ysch are the most
vemarkable. Ho is abous to huild 2 new church
that will accommodate 1000 or 19200 persons ; his
present place of worship having become incan-
veuiently small, though it so happens that archi-
tectural improvements have been deereed by tho
anthaorities that require it to be pulled down.
Around this place of worship, ata greater or less
distange, thoto aro eight wissionary chapels,
which aro the ceatre of evangelistic eflorts for
the districts -in which they respectively stand.
Along with two heloved Christian friends from
Scotland, I vsited one of theso Jast aight, with
the view of witnessing 2 work-evening service;
wo were conducted into a back court, then up
lofty stairs and alung winding passagos, when of'a

» 10 our agreeable surasise, there opencd
helore us & Iarge hall, very plain, but clean, and
well lghied with oil-lamips, and with a neat
little pulpit at the extrenmty.  Tho hall was ex-
collently filled with working mcea in  blonees,
soldiere, women tastefully bnt humbly dressed,
perbaps amonnting in all 10 seventy. ‘Themeet-
iug not many months since began with four per.
sons, and Feamed that with one cxception, all
of them had not long before heen Romanisis,
Afier the usual serviecs were ended, T addecssed
the peopie for nearly twemty minutes in Fnglish,
Mr. T'vsch interpreting, and never, T am sure,
did I speak 1o -a snore artentive Meople.  Afier
the beantiful French hyun had been suag, with
that pathoswhich is o characteristic of Protestant
worship in France, many of ihe people cawe up,
andiakingmowarmly by the hand, thanked me for
what I had spoken,  1iked 10 be thus received
by the songh soldicr and bloused ourrier. O that
the mesare may have recrived an equal wel-
come?!  Thismemage iswhat France needs HET
when the gospel hng ouce revelutionised France,
she will need no othier 1evolntion,  How ofien
did T fee] thinas, yassing in A jonruey of several
hundred miles amid vine-covered meuntaine, ne-
acin hedges, hinoming Pomegranatesand ocanders
and all other heautics of an Augnst in the somh
of l"npcc, the thought constantly amee 1o damp
the enjoyment that this zreat and beautiful land
was 90 under 1he triple enree of Romanism, infi-
dglily. and indiflerence ! The oaly way by whick
France isto fiad troe liherty, is by taking back
1he tree religion which she cast away from her on
the fatal St Bartholomew's eve.

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

STATE OF THE CHURCI IN HOLLAND.

The following extract from a letter in the
News of the Clhurches, w.li no doubt, tend 1o
to awaken a prayerful interest in the present
position and future pro-p.ets of the once famous
church in d{olland :—

The rationalist party 1= cvidently inerensing in
courage and bolduess iy it progresses, Alrealy
has the Provaen! Synad of North Hollasd o
moved alf the ancient fandmarks, and virtually
proclaimed that there existsno test orstandard by
which to prove the orthodoxy of candidates tor
the holy ministry.  Whilst this leaves the de-
cision in every ease in the hands of the candidage
himeelf, provision is made in the newly-proposed
formula, which has been stuned provious to onli-
nation, for andvancing one step furtiier, and thas
completing the cirele of defection from the fazh
anee held so dear and maumained so steadfastly
by the chreh of Holland,  As stated in my last,
it vests the power taken from the confessions in
the church counts,  Whilst professing to give
unlinuted freedom from the tyranny of law, it
covertly hands over the aspirant for oflice 1o the
tender mercies of a judea who is bound Ly nao.
thiag hut his own snspirations of truth and duty.
Should this propesal be adopted, and there js
every likelhood that it will, unless events inter-
fere, the fmpossibility of exciuding unfanhful
ministers will be followed by tha possibility of
excludiag taithitul ones.  “The power taken fiom
the dead confe-sion, heing transforred to the living
Syned, would undoubtedly i used by that body,
as &t present cunstituted, first 10 protect error,
then to discourage trath, and ultimately to cast it
out.

ilitherto, it must be confessed, the policy of the
ratoualists has triumphed. It has been bold,
unserupulous, and daring.  Whilst damaging
iteelf, no doubt, by wauading the sensibilities of
some, it_posses<es, on the other hand, the force
derived from naity of object, and uity of mind

interaally among those who prosecuteit. It is
the policy of men who know what they wish, and

avaw it openly.  Its bolduess is in fact both i1s
weakuess and its strongth,—its weakness, hy
shocking and alienating these wha sympathise
indeed with its principle, but shrink from acerpts
iuge its fruits ; and its strenzh, in giving concen-
tration and unity to those who age neither scared
by a full inward concivdsuess, or hy 2 full public
avowal both of its principle and jis fruis,
Whether its weahness or strengih shall prove e
predominating clement depends of course on the
yet unknown and unspoken mind of the commu-
nity. It evidemly, however, bears the charace
ter of apoiiey which i cither hastening ou 10
victory, or preparing for a sigwal and uncexpected
overthrow,

Twisht I could say that the cvangelical or orthoe
dox pariy presented the same united front and
uncompromising  attitude as thejr opponcits,
But itisnatso. The wo principles of cure, the
medical and the judicial, of which 1 spokacin a
fonner leiter, remnnin as yot unreconciled, and the
two parties representing them remain at thesame
disiance from cach other.as befure., The kanmno-
nious union of these twa principles and these 1wo
paruies might, hmmaniy sneaking, offect the sale
vation of the Chiurch of Holland. Bt notwithe
standing all that fine boen spoken and wsitten on
cither side, I cannot see that an appreach 1o res
conciliation has yet been maade, It is nue that
theseswhoadvocxte the medicalnicthod and expeet

cliveraner from the unfaithfl preaciing of the
gospel by cach in his own sphiere, donot PMopose
thatihe confessions shonld he set axide and all
discipline abolished.  Nos have those who take
the opposite side the couragee 1o maintain that the
confertinn should be nscd as 2 striet code of Jaw
on which 0 judga and cast ont a)) whoe differ
from it in swbordinate dovirines, Bat then, if
slighter deviations are yenmitied, who is 1o adju-

dicate on the more and less wliich is 1o form the
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basis of such opposite conclusions vs the rejection
or admission ofa minister? It seems to me if
tlie two parties, instead of dweliing on the great
benefiis and blessings to be derived from tho ap-
, plication of their respective prineiples, would ad-
i thess thetasolves suuply 1o the resolution of tho
above problem, and show low they covld b
! praciicaily hasmonized, they would take 2 wmighty
b step in advanes towatds the attainment of their
common objeet. As it is, however, they stand
i aloot fram each other~at least any attempied ad-
+ vinees on the side of the party of diseipline, have
, been respectfully rejected by “the other, who aro
¢ atenid thay, it they were gnee jnvolved in the ex-
© ereise of judicial procedure, they would be hurried
aong by 2 pecessary consequence o =ets ime
plving an entire sacrifice of favourite principle,
1 have spoken to individuals belonging to buth
. these parties on the unspeakable importance of
" their fusion, and have a-ked if they did not think
; that sueh 2 thing was possible, at Jeast if an at-
fempt were made to come to muteal understand-
+ ing, there being nothing reafly antagomstie in the
" contrasied principtes, which are botl founded on
truth, and the only difficully lving 1n their joint
aud harmonious application. ‘Fhe mvariable ans-
wer T ot rom both sides was, that such a fusion
wasimpossible. 1 bedieve that some obstacles ex-
ist in the position and antecedents of the partics
themselves, but Lennnot but think il the principles
- they represent were reconeiled, the parties would
| dissolve and melt into one, whilst the history of
: their feparate existence would be speedily fur-
gotten,

The case as it now smands presents a problem
of areat interest 10 Cliristendon in general ; and
whasoever shouhl be found abile to provide for jt
a4 satisfaciory solution, founded on broad princi-
ples of universal application, would confer agreat
benefit not only on the Church of Holland, but en
the church at large dircughont the world. 1ow,
for exumiple. diseipline is 10 lic restored to 2 cone
gregation falien away in whole or in part from
the faith aud practice of the gospel, 3o as neither
to give ground for the charge of.unfaithiulness
on the one hand, nor of uscless sevetity on the
other. “The process has been olten gone through
practically, with success, under judicisus guid-
unce.  But what sre the minciples an which it
ought 1o be conducted 1 Preaching, aud at least
iucipient disapline, are both neeessary ;3 the cre-
ative power of Jove,and the repressiag hand of jus.
tice, must bath come into play.  But where isthe
point of junction?  On what reflective principle
Hacs an instruetive sound sense combing them ?
Time may furnish the suswer, and perhape,
throuzh the Church of 1oland, to the other
churclics.

TUE MARTYRDOM OF ARCHEISHOP
CRANMER.

The followinzg moming was dark and clicere
lesx, and the rmin fell heavily.,  Grammer's
timiec was come, and he was jod forth to St.
Mary’s Chureli. Cluthed in coarse and *quas
ld garments, and walking botween two friars,
«the Primate of all England passed through the
streets on his way 1o that xpot where his 1wo hee
loved friends, Ridley and Latimier, had boeen
burnt as marnyrs to the fith a0t many menths
hefore.

But firet, pro¥ably according 10 the aTanges
ment of shat morning, 10 sheler his peisceuters
fromlic ines- meney of the weathier, the sermon
was to be preached, and hisexpected recantation
1o be made i 1. Mary’s Circh. Notwihrtand-
ing the meantess of his apparcl. the mild gravay
of that sorrowful conntenance, and the long
white heard of the venerahie Archhishop, touched
e licane of the spectators with sincere com-
miscration, as hoe wa< Jod 1o a lofiy plasform
which had heen raiscd wpposite the palpit, thay
e might be xoen by cvery one.  There hie knely

down and eontineed for 3 shest thae i silems
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