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RELIGIOUS N."EllS PRO.1 FRANCE.
P'rofi a il (If~/~ ni 1 f litc N. Y ., ()bsci 1ci.]

ilJoniaielian, 121/t Jiunc.
'The prescut, situation of F1rauce. ini a religious point of -iew, offers

subjeets both of féar and ofe hope, both of' regret and of gatisfaction.
Certainly political paszsions oppose, in soine places. great obstacles te
the labors of our evanjgclists. )il.tiy in prefer te, go to clubs rafixer
than te empoils, to rcad the neNwspaper rather than the Bible. When
the mmnd is absorbed ivith C.1rly couffliets. how can it Le open te the
good seed, and wbat serious attention is to be e-ai.ected freont persens
who ask cvery inorning: - Is there net te Le a 1.cW revolution befere
niglit V

Yet these vcry circuinstarices prodluce iii other indi-viduals quite a
a centrary effeet, and aeeording te the irids cf the apostle Paul,
what is te the one a savor of deathi unto death, is te tho other a saver
of life unto life (2 Cor. ii. : J6.) The nîisery and sufferings caused by
the revolution of 18.S have disposed nuiers; te listen more attcntively
te the geed news cf salvation. aud this resuit dees net surprise the
Christian. Mlen ail geoes wcll ini the ivorld, whien it is easy te satisfy
the desires and passions, there is in car frail hearts an irresistible desire
for what gratifies car seWfishniess and vanîty. But whcn the scene
suddenly changes, vlien ulhe riches and pleasures cf this world take
wings and fiy away, the thoughits become more sericus, the voice of
conscience is hecard, arid the seul seeks s.olnethaing more selid, more
stable than objets bere below. This cifect is very sensible in most
of our evangelical stations.

Another cause Pf pregress is tuie dcep al)prehiension, the continuai
auxiety creatcû by the upheavinZgs cf the foundations cf our society.
We are goiDg ? Can -we stand against the force cf the tempest? What
fiim principles, what lurc supports romiain ini tho universal, min ? Is
it net our nmost imiperieus and ,-aered religion, in order te bring «back
order, peace, and biarniony te our country ? These reflectiens have
struclc many persons cf intelligence, and bave prcpared theni te study
umore earefully the precc*pts cf Christianity.

Add te this that the ]icpublicau, governînent given us, at least for
the present, a liberty ivhich we wcrc far frein cnjoying befere. Evan-
gelists can cstablishi places cf worship, wvhcrver they please, without
having te fear the denunciations of a popisb curate, or the presecutiens
of abigoted judge. Teacmers bave a right te set up selicels, and colpor-
ters te sel1 Bibles, withont, first ask-ing leave. Thiese arc very valuable
advantages. I de net know that tlîis full religieus liberty vwil'. last long.
The Frenchi are fiekie; the priests arc intriguing and ctnning;,our
laws are changed friidaiy te day, and wbat isallowed te-day will be
perhaps forbiddcn te-iînrrow. But thc friends cf thc gospel avail them-
Se3ves cf the cpportunity while it lasts toecxtcnd the Sphere cf their
labers.

The great city cf Lyons lins oftcn been mentioned in our correspon.-
clence. because the Lord designs te perform there wonderful ivorkz.


