
(as. Tixuothy and Titus) ini tliair stead te put in ordler tlie t'iiga -çva'nt,
ivgý in t!oe churehes. But no mani is now an Apostie-ýor lias,
re.cewed'any specid or divine authority or ilk$tructiO-.j-beyOUd XVIIQt.
is reveaied equally for the instruction and obedience of' ail chtirches ;
tiierefore for the pastor of one- church, to 2i.uke il esecittial, to go to
another, to exercise authority iii putting thein in order, or te
ordain other ofli cers iii other churches, as if lie %vere iirsorne sense
an apostie, or the sueýssor to the nposties, wouild ho iniu y opinion
as prestinh ptous, as unscriptural.-But a christian should be able and-
%vil1ing to give a reason for ail hoe docs-not to dictate to others,
but that they niay tes 't hini hy, and foiiqtv hini as far as they find lie
follows the word of the~ Lord. Perliaps theyefore the best answer 1
can make to your letter, and flic clcarost idea L can g-ive yoti of thie
views on this subjeet, of the chuic.i 1 wors1tip wvith, wvili be briefly te.
tell yon the waywvhiciîin a iikecase witiî yours, they deemed and fol:«
Iowed as scriptural.

This Church being left somte years agyowithout a pastor, and wvith
none in their body at that, time eithier niiling, orqualified to takce the
office of pastor upon tlien-seves-thoyý) deterîiuied te examine the
New Testament prayerfuily amicI consideratelv, 1mw far it ato hoiised
them to act as a church and to worship God, iii biis stated ways and
,orlirniuccs, Nvitliout aregu1ar-ly or(dauied iiniister. W' ithont going into.
the detail or proof, it wvii1 ho sufficient at this tiine to shew the. respiIt
they caine to. That they couh(i find no intimation ivhatever iii the
:Bible restricting or limitimrl any of the ordinances of thie. chi - ch tQ,
the presence, or absence of ihie Eiders-so thlat iii their providentii1
and necessary absence tliey rnutst cense to exist as a liiclor.
ormit. or neiect any of tlie stated ordinanc es of the Lord it seernçd
as cîpar front revelation as troni the nature of the case, tlhat elmurches
must have existed and as suçh obs;erved cl.tistian ordînances befçkre.
[Eiders could be provcd to e -, pt to tac 'h, oz he appuinted as .vejrça4d
xc iii every Chtirch," Acts xiv, '2.3. Titqus i. 5.-'i'i-y I-a.riied 'also
front the word, that whienever eiders are mc4rcd to, in relation to thie
Churches, they are alwvays reférrrd to'as bein- a piuraiity ;nçyer in
co instance as a single eider ii)n eue chrcli, stili less one elde"
ovem' nîany chureies-'That to cone togetivr on thte fîr.st day of týiç,
-veek-to remeniber the' Lord in his ovn institution of tli..
Supper, ivas apostolie ciistom, as revpn1ed by divine statein.çpt
and exarnple.-That to exliort one wnte,~as as iiterally andi as
plainly diected to the chutrchces by the aposties, as it see.ms th a1
îhey obeyed these precepts.-"I W'herefyi-e cornfort cno anlothleï wjt
thiese words,'"1 conifort yourse[ves togrether and edify co ainother,
even as aiso ye do."-I Thes. v.

T',.e chiurch therefore unfler tbe infltence of tAie teaching of the
-wora of God, contiuuled, in the namte andin thefear of the L 'ord, tù
assemble together on the first day.of the wce, w'orship. biirn.inii s
instituted ways, '. They ap)pointed three of thé~ i>rethm-en, (theugýht, to
Pc nhost Conipetent byý the elhurclh', tô peinii turn, to legd tliq


