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make their proceedings public in Syduey.
This oceasioned his Jetter to me. 1 there-
fore felt justificd in publishing® it. Of
course had I known that the captain was
in prison here T might have placed the let-
ter in the hands of the Attorney General,
At the time of publication, the supereargo,
aman named.Hugo Lenvinger, woe com-
mitted for trial a¢ Melbourne for mu. der of
Tannese on board the ““ Young Australian”
on the high seas.  To this I referred in the
vary few lines with which 1 inwoduced
Mr. Neilson’s letter. I had not any idea
of the captain’s implication in the charge
of murder, or of his being in this colony.

In the letter of Mr. Neilson he savs, that
of thirty natives taken from the island of
Tanna and sold as labcurers at Fiji, he had
veeeived information that fieenty-two were
taken away under stipulation 1o be bronght
back in one year, and one in one month,
but they were all disposed of for three vears,
He adds further, that on account of the
supply of ammunition there was so much
fighting that “*in threec months and a half
ten men were killed, wwenty-siz wounded,
seven villages burned, plantations and fruit
trees dastroyed, canoes, pigs, fowls carried
off as plunder, and a district of country six
miles in length, and five in breadth, which,
when I Jauded, contained between 800 and
1009 people, left without a house except
the trading stations, (i.e. of the traders)
and without an inhabitant except the white
men who looked after them.”

In o private letter which accompanied
the onc referred to, Mr. Neilson states,—
“Icompute that about 3000 people have
been earvied off from this group during the
last twelve mouths, the vessel by which I
send this letter to Brisbane has 74, and her
complement is not yet complete. If the
trade gocs on at this rate, in ten years we
will be depopulated ; if it goes on at the
same ratio of increase as it has done during
the last three years, in five years there will
not bo a man left.  Surely there is a loud
call for the publication of facts, that the
christian public and the enlightened lovers
of frcedum may know what is heing done.
Mission fields are being devastated, hopeful
commerce destroyed in the bud, and a sys-
tem of quasf slavery commenced.

Iwill be able by next mail to let you
know the result of the charge against me.
But, whatever it may be, I have no doubt
that public attention is, by all these things,
being aroused to the iniquities which are
perpetrated in connection with the deporta-
tion of natives of the New Hehrides to
Queensland and Fiji. I have always said
that Ifeared the movement at Fiji, where
there are no laws, no press, no British
Government, more than in Queensland,
amil events are proving this. One of H. M.
ships of war, the Rosario, Capt. Pelmer,

captured o vessel at Fiji which was laden
with natives and suspected to be guilty of
kidnapping. This vessel is now in port
here in charge of the authorities, and will
soon be the subject of a trial.

Mr. Cosh, in his letter, says,—‘I am
glad to see that Government has at last
taken some action in the matter which we
ventured to bring before thenr a vear ago.
I hope some means may be devised for the
prevention, if not of the traflic, at least of
the violence and deceit that have hitherto
characterized it in too many instances.—
The very investigation that is now going
on will have & temporary influence in re.
straining such outrages. No case of taking
away by force has come under my notice
on this island. This may partly be ac-
counted for by the fact that the natives of
this island scem infeeted with a kind of
mania for emigration. They are, for the
most, SO eager to go that thev require little
pressing. The grand inducement is the
calico and other things which they bring
home with them as their wages when they
return. I keep & note of the names of those
who leave, together with the date of their
departure, &c, so far as these are known
to mic at the time, and in the course of ano-
ther year or two, I shall have evidence that
can be relied on as to how far engagements
entered into with them ave kept by their
employers.”

I duly received your letter relative to the
Insurance money, and the knd gift to Mr.
Morrison. The Insurance Fund is now
pretty near its consummation, and will
prove of great service.

I am, yours very sincerely,
' ROBERT STEEL.

Rev. P. G. McGrEGor.

Letter from Rev. D. Morrison.

AvckrLaNDp, NEW ZEALAND,
March 26, 1869.

Dear Sir,~I now drop vou & liue pre-
vious to sailing for the New Ilchrides. We
eame here from Sydney early this wmonth,
My own health is better now than it has
been for some time past. But I fear that
it may be only temporary, as the cough
does not scem to ho subdued. I find a
change to any new place Lenefit me for
?bout a fortnight ; after that comes a re-
apse.

}}\[rs. M. and child have been enjoying
pretty good health all along since we came
to this place.

The Dayspring is to sail on Monday
next, 29th inst.© Sheis to have on board
M. Inglis, Mr. Watt, and myself with our
families. She is to be quite fumbered with
house-frames, boats, &e.

1t was proposed to detain her here for
some three or four weeks for Mr. Milne



