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fresh Dorking cock, not even related to the
first, or if a further cross is thought desirable,
with a good Hondam cock. If e res and
chickens are desired for market purposes, the
Houdan breed will be found very valuable,
The chickens are not so arge as those of the
cross just vecommendel, but they are gond
in quality, mature early, aud fatten rapidiy,
and the hens are very fiee layers: but as
they rarcly 'sit, a few Bralima hens may he
kept 16" hateh their egys. Tt will be found
more advantageous to usc Bruhma or Cochin
heus for this purposé, inasmuch as their buff-
coloutred cgys are easily distinguished from
those of the Houdans,  The great drawback
against most of the farm-yard poaltry is the
want of size. This may be remedied by
keep?ng'l;‘etter breeds, provided the chickens
aré¢ well fed from the very first, It cannot
be too strongly impressed upon the rearers
of market-poultry that large-framed lards
cannot he hoped for if the chickens are not

well fed from the very first day they Teave
1

the nest. It is not enough to put the hen
and newly-hatched Lrood under a coop, and
throw them some tail-wheat two or three
times a day ; such treatment will never makhe
largé birds. During the hatching the han
ghobtd’ be left undisturbed ; the young
chicktng ¢hould not be removed from under
ber as they are hatched—but when all are
out and quite drv and strong, the Lhen may
he cooped in a dry sunny spot, and a good
feed ‘of -corn and soft fomi given'to her. The
chickens want ‘no_food for niany hours after
they vre hatuhetd, 4s-they arc then digesting
the yotls-btdhe cpg; whicl censtitated theie
firstofiod; atdeigegiiding strength thven
abowts T Whew-they. begintio peck, ‘ghep
thoudd e §dd. with 2ot foodland very wndk
graih. . Unvmestionalily, thetbestipoft fosd 10"
an ‘ogpl beatdn up with' a-toledpoonfnd of
mlk/sdud hésted in the ovea, or by thy wide
of the ‘fire;vamtil 11 gots into a spft cunatard.
Chickehs:fdd-on this or partially fed niake
wonderfyl progress.  Another point often
overlooked is the time at which the young
chicks' are fed.  If they are to mako la-ge
fowls, they miust be fed soon after duylight.
if,-as I8 too often the case, they arc left
hungry for three hours early in the morning:
they are always stunted i ther growth,
They must be fed the first thing, and whilst
they are young, every two or three hours
during the day. A large lump of soft food;
such as oat or harley.meal, mixed with milk
or water, 'is often pat into the hen's coop,
and-it iv thought that it will suflice for the
day; in. o-ghort $ime 1t becumes trodden-on
and iflefilod, and: it «ie then no longor whele.
some: fond. . The right 'plan is to give no
mora-soft food thuur the:chickens ean eab aty
once. Dvernight, wsupplyof grits, ground
oats, «ir small avheat. may be put down-to
servefur tho' first meal w the morning
Many poultryskecpers are partial to keeping
the heus. with chickens under coop for some
woeks, I aml décidedly oppascd tothe plan,
By w0 doing, 'the nataral insect fvod that the
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hen acquires by scratching—the worms,
grubs, small secds, and flies, &c.—are denied
to the chicken, aud no artificial diet will
compensate for the luss. Nor can the hen
dust to free herself from vermin, that feed
s sumntuously on the young chicks at night.

It is saild that the hen, if not cooped, will
draggle the chickens through the wet grass,
aud tire fhiem out. A half-staryed hen may
possilily do so: but if she is well fed with
corn, there is no danger of her so doing.” If
preferred, she can Le shut up until the dew
15 off’ the grass; but the fincst and heaviest
chickens I have ever bred have been those
that Lave been with hens that were never
shut u}) in houses or coops, but being under
open sheds, could go out atall hours. If the
t hens are allowed to scrateh for the chickens,
the chopped meat and meat-broth which are
requisite for them when clusely contined, is
altogether unnecessary., Tt is the custom of
some game-rearers to hang up in the woods
fany dead waste andmal, to supply maggots
for the young pheasants, * This 1s not desir.
able necar a homestend ; but any refuse ani-
- mal remains may be utilized without offence,
by allowing them to become thoroughly fiy-
blown, and then barying them in the fow)
1un; the maggots attain their full size under
ground, and previous to tuning into flies
work their way instinctively to.the surface,
furnishing an abundant supply to the young
chitkens, :
There are z few other points in the manage-

ment of fowls about which 1t may be desir-
able to say a few words.  In the first place,
let me cantion all agncultarists against at.
tcopting $o anploy any artificial meubators :
despate of 2l the care apgd attention that has
been devoted to thiir construction, not one
has Fetn found 2 suceess it acfuhl ‘practice,
nor do 1 know of \dity prremm who' continues
to .cuploy them  except o experimentally.
‘There isvo great difliculty in bat lung a cer-,
['tain Binfher of the cges in incubators, bit'
rearivigthé cMickens in atry nunber withontd
shiens.as hopeless:, ‘P&‘-h:hﬂ(f:‘t nay beithe cash
an, the warmer. clupate <of Egypty, in  the!
colder ]a‘fsudc of }é}i?r'lai‘xd‘ a'n,ﬁ}m in¢pba-
[tior'is 4 delusion. * The'kebping bf fowls in’
very:large numbsérs by the establishmint of
whatihave been called poultry.fars has as..
tracted consuderable attention of late. It
has begn argned that if a tnoleraté Humber
of fgwis arcunt a homestend can be tusde, an
Ahey wnfuustionably ¢an, to. yield a far
profity 1t 15 ovly necessary to multiply the
number Dy ten, twenty, or a hundred, to
secure & proportionate return.  No argument
can be wore fallacious.  Whenever 3 very
Jarge number of fowls is collected together
mm one place, the ground becomwes tainted,

and discase. in\'nn:sﬁy breaks out awmongst
them.  Ponltry-farms have been tried under
amost every possible condition, sud have in-
varmbly proved fallures. 1f a very iarge
space of rough uscless ground can be devoted
to them, a considerable number may be kept; |
but such ground is rure.  The reason of the

grcaater number of fowls heing reared in.
France (from whence before the war we were

in the habit of importing considerably more

than oue million of eggs pexr day) is that, in!
the "place of arge fnrmms, the countoy is,
divided.into very numerous small holdings,

and that at, each, of these a good stock of

fewls is manintained.  The profit to be made

by poultry depends so much on the manage.

ment and on the demand for fowls in the
locality that it cannot be accurntely stated.

_That poultry, properly tended, will yidad a
good profit, I am fully aware; but that fowls
cau ba renxrerd at the same cost as beef .and
Fmutdon ¥ipust have some very defintc ac-
counts to prove.
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TURKEYS,

In many parts of the kingdom the rearing
of turkeys is followed with great advantage,
whereas in other localities a turkey in &
farmyard is a rarity. There is ns donbt
that turkeys, properly managed, are amongst
the most profitable of live stock, and it is
difficult to account for their absence fromn
many places where they could be advan-
tageously reared.  Turkeys consume a much
larger proportion of green food than fowls,
and grow inte size almost without cost;
when fattened, . they readize a high price in
the market; awd, as they are chietly in de-
mand in cold weather, can be sent to distant
places without risk of loss. Many farmers
and farmers’ wives, however, dread engaging
in the rearing of turkeys, believing them to-
be exceedingly delicate when young. T be-
lieve properly mamaged turkeys are not
more diflicult to rear than common fowls,
and T am quite certain they can be raised to
much greater profit. My own method of
procedure is to follow nature as far as pos-.
sible. I make my turkey nests on the
ground ; or if in a paved house, in large
shallow boxes half filled with mould that can
be damped at intervals. The hens, unless
they come off regularly, are lifted off tofeed,
and then supplied with grain with a liberat '
hand. When fhe young ones are hajched,
they are left undisturbed  nnder the. hex.n
until the noxt day.- Noattemptis made to '
cram them—an absard practice, which i
‘terferes mos 1hjyriously w ith the due diges- .
tion of the.yolk that is abserlied into theins «
testines wt birth, and constitutes all the food:-

%, oF thivty honis aftdi’)

requived for twenty

hateling:, N8 Arst Fond given thein 8 egge

benten up with:an equal-bulk of ik, snd'
baked iuto 4:soft ”cpst_ar(f'; ‘%hiii s aJtcmg'.fqu;'l’
wit]}‘cfunﬂ)]c&‘l Dred pnixed, with mi]k,"'tq"'
which catmenl. is' added in. 3 gradually-ing
creasing proportion,  Ants’ eggs are giventife !
I can' get them ; but if not, the custard.x's. ,
continued for a fortnight .or three wecks.
Quite as importaat g8 any other part of the
dietary of young turkeys is the supply of
green food, and many persons chop up net-
tles, onions, &c., with the meal; but if young '
turkeys are watched when grazing, it will e
observed that tﬁe)"'prcfer cating bitter herbs
belonging to the natural family compositar, or
compound flowered plants, such asthe dande-
lion, &e. The common lettuce belongs to”
the same tribe, and I have this year fed
largely on it. The greediness with which
young turkeys devour this plant is remark- '
able. At three wedks old a dozen turkey
chicks will eat fonrwr five large lettuces.n ©
day, and they c¥en'hetm''to pilifer them -
when running to ’§c'c't}, zy{ﬂniq’x time thire is
abundance of bitter milky juice in the plants.
At the age of & month they will hegin to
peck a few grains of wheat or barley : but
bread and milk and meal should form the
staple of their food for the first two or threo.
manths of their lives. Most persons say -
that young turkeys are p;'\rtgcnlqr]y_dclicato‘,"



