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A TFruitful Stal;k__gf Indian Corn.

To the Edilor of Tng CaNapa FaRMER:

Sim,—~1 bhavo in my posscssion a single stalk of
Indian Corn grown on my furm which has produced,
and to which aro 2till appended, five fully developed
ears. The following table gives their measurement

and yleld s
Leugth, No. of Giralns

18t ear lowest down ....,.,. 5 inches 154
2ad do. do. ciseeess 8 do. 163
3rd do. do. . 7} do. 350
4th do. do. cesesess 8 do. 420
5th do.  do. ceesse-. B} do. 420

Total reeeeane 1,507

The 1and on which the above was grown was six or
soven crops removed from its virgin state, coated
with barn yard manure and ploughed uader; hills
3§ feot apart each way ; time of planting first weck
ln June ; number of stalks left in each hill 3; variety,
small yellow gourd. R. H. W,

Tilbury Eaat, May 19, 1864,

Root Crops and Canada Thistles.

To the Editur of Tix Cazapa Fanser:

Siz,—In looking over Tux Cavaba Fanrugg, f flad
you recommead the farmors to adopt a regular rota-
tion of .:ops, also to grow root crops, instead
of baving a dead fallow. Now, this would do
very well if it were not for the tormenting
Capada thistle. I find that growing rcot crops
only encourages this pest to grow, instead of
killing it. What 1 want to know is, how is the
Canada thistle to be kept down, without a thorough
fallow? If any of your correspondents will give a
satisfactory answer they will confer a favor on

A PRACTICAL FARMER.

Uxbridge, May 12, 1864,

Thick Seeding of Oats.

Tax Boston Cullivalor says that, as a general thing,
In sowlng vats, we do not sow sced enough to pro-
duce tho beat crop. *laving occasion somne years
since, to look into the statements accompanying pre-
mium crops of this grain, in different parts of the

country, we found that nearly all the great yields bad
boen produced by beaviersceding than farmers in this
sectionusaally give. Instead of two to two and a half
bughels to the acre, these large crops were growa from
three to four bushels of gced per acre. We should
profernot loss than three bushels to the acre for soils
of medium richness, though on those very rich, some-
what loss, say three bushels—on account of the greater
tendency of the plants to tiller, or spread on such
solla—might answer.”

Good and Ba?lmplements.

To the Kditor of Tur CaNapa Fanryen:

Smr,~In your valuable paper, No. 8, May 2nd, you
give us several cuts of ploughs and of their work. I
belicve there is no part of the farmer's business 8o

much neglected or in whick so little interest iy felt
48 plougbing. Let any man take a few days’ drive
through the country in the ploughing season, and be
will at once conclude our furmers are sadly de-
ficient in this oat important branch of agricultural
labour. If men who are skilled in this branch of
labour would give the public, through your paper,
their experience and mode of operating, they would
do much towards ridding us of a great drawback to
Canadian farming. I believe that one source of this
evil is the system of false cconomy among very many
of our farmers, who, when they want an implement,
ask themselves the question,~\Where can 1 get the
cheapest? and, perhaps, purchase an inferior plough
for seven or cight dotlars, rather than add tbree or
four more to it and get a far better and more sub-
stantial article made on scicntific principles. If they
ean get one part of an implemont at the maou-
facturer’s they will thon get a coulter made at some
botch of a blacksmith’s and a clevis somewhere else.
The pleces are then put together, ploughing 18 com-
menced, the work ia badly done, the materials are
poor, the plough cannot be kept in trim, tho man be-
comes axcited, and the team is made to suffer, they get
fractious and all goes wrong togethor. So the work
will go on from day to day. Tho sced ls carolessly
Kut in, part of it is lost betweon the furrows and K:rt

y belog chokod and overrun with weeds, which

spring up where the ground was not properly cnt
and turned over, When tho harvesting season arrives,
tho result is less than a half crop; oo grain to take
to market to mect the groco ill, the mechanics’
bill, &¢. Tho next thing will be a visit from tbe
bailiff, and thus ends this false cconomy. My advice
to my brother farmers is, when you waunt an imple-
ment go to some goed, honest manufacturer, whose
character in busineas is well established ; geta good,
substantial srticle—two or three dollara in the pi cv
of an article is no consideration when compared 1o
the disadvantages connected with the use of n poor
article. One more evil I wish to notice and I have
done. Qur country is overrun with implements made
by bankrupt establishments both in the States and
Canada, and hawked about through the country by
pedlars who are assoulless as the articles they would
sell. They persuade honest, simple-minded people
to purchase, and in the article of ploughs erpecially,
they will promise to suppty points and landsides as
soon as the ones they have on the plough are worn
out. In the height of our hurry the implement is
broken and wora out, and two or three days are loat
looking in vain to bave them replaced. L AD
. b .

County of Stormont,
Lunenberg P.O., May 9, 1864,
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Tus Br.ack Tuor: ror Fesces. A correspondent
of the Valley Farmer has become thoroughly convine-
ed, trom experiments made, that the common black
thorn, which grows wild in our wouds and pruurics, t3
peculiarly adapted for fencing.

ReMEDY ror Suer IN WHEAT.—An old experienced
and reliable farmer is responsible for the following
remedy (from the O. Cultivafor) for smut in wheat:
“In old wheat, and on ground (if stubble) which
bas been clear of smut the presentseason.  The theory
is that smut is caused by un insect which deposits the
germ in the succeeding crops; and hy keeping the
wheat over, the vgg is destroyed. By noticing care-
fully when the wbeat is about halt ripe, the smut
grains will be found to be full of small insects.

Tur. Porato Ror.—At the last meeting of the
Farmers' Club, Mr. Carpenter said:~*I have read and
observed a great deal on the subject of the potato rot,
and the sum of the whole seems tu be that potatoes

lanted in moist tenacions soils are much more sub-
Ject to rot than if planted in dry ground.”  Professor
Mapes remarked =~ 1 had a ficld, half of which was
under-drained, and I planted the whole to potatocs.
On the under-drained portion none of the potatues
rotted, while on the other half they wil rotted.”

Is Frax Exnavsting?—It is believed by many that
flax is an exhaustive crop, but it is to be doubted if
it i3 more 80 than most of the small graina. All of
them are 50 if the land is continually cropped and
nothing returned to the soil. Experiments of Profes-
sor Johnson showed that Hlux is less exhausting than
either whent or oats, judging from the amount of
?hosqboric acid given by its ash. Dr. Hodges, of Bel-
ast, Ireland, recommends the application of 48 1bs,
muriate of potash, 16 1bs. soda ash, 54 1bs. bone dust,
56 1bs. sulphate maguesia, 34 Ihe, gypsum, per acre,
ag a mapure for flax land.

Frax Growina.—It has of.en been questioned by
practical farmers and others whether lax, asa general
crop, was a profitable one.  To convince the sceptical
on this point. we publish the following account from
a well-known farmer tn Waterloo, Mr. John Gowdy,
which clearly proves that itis a paying crop. He
says :—* I have been growing flax these four years
and a-half, and find it pays well. Lust year
the weather was dry in June, which prevented it
from seeding well. 1had four acres sown., from which
I obtained fifty bushels of seed.  Of the seed I sold
44 bushels, 45 1bs., for $67, also $50 worth of flax,
making a total of $147 received for the produce of
the four acres. For labour in growing it,1 paid $0,
which left me a balance of $127 of clear profit.”"—
Guelph Advertiser.

Prasting Wittep Porators.—The Germanfown
Telegraph reports a Pennsylvania farmer as writing
thus of this practice :—~*1 once overlooked a few
rows dropped, which remained unnoticed and conse-
quently uncovered during several days, and not
only wilted but considerably dried. These had the
advantage in the dtrong and healthy appearance of
the tops throughout the season, and in he tubers at
digginyg, over those covered fresh from the pit. Cut
the potatoes and scatter on a little plaster, to pre-
vent bleeding, and allow to wilt, if time and circum
stances will admit.” The editor adds.— We have
long favoured this plan In tho Telegraph of the 23rd
March ultimo, in referring to some notes on the cul
tivation of the potatoe, wo added :—‘Cutting the pota.
too, sprinkling with gypsum, and allowed to dry or
algrl;? 1"0’5 a few days or a week, is undoubtedly ad-
visable.

Growri of Woun, ~Theseason ofthe year in which
forests aro cut off, is believed to have an influenco
oa tho succecding growth. To givo somo test to
this matter, Plymouth county, Mass,, Ag. Socioty,
offered preminms, several yearssince, for experiments.
A report was made last year, which set forth the con-
clusion that— the nearer the season of the ascend-
ing sap, (Spring,) wood is cut, the more flourishing
will be its succceding growth.” The person who ro-
ceived a premium for thw expeniment, states that he
is satisfied that the nearer the ground wood iscut, the
better ; the shoots will start and grow more thriftily,
and are thicker and less linble to split down. By
cutting wood often, yon inaure not only the grenteat
growth of wood but the greatest growth of money.
Cattle should never be suffered to run on a wood lot,
while the trees are small.”

Boxg Diar as Masine.—A, P. Cuming, Esq., of
the New Yurk Obsercer, writes that in is experience
in Winchester county, he has * found ground bonos
the very best and cheapest fertilizer to be obtained
outgide of the homestead farm-yard. Cost of transpor-
tation makes city manure expensive, and especially
if not near sloop dock. When within one or two
miles of good dock landing, city stable manure will
cost six to ten dollars the cord when it reaches the
farm. Bone-dust by the quantity coits as o quality
from 50 to 70 cents the bushel. Twenty to twenty-five
bushels of bune-dust is o good dreswung to the acre,
and i3 worth from two to three times the cost of stable
manure brought from the city. Bone-dust should be
applied to and lett as near the surface as may be,
and be suitably covered.  We usually sow broadcast
after the first herrowing. The second course of the

harrow will cover near the surface.”

How To Destioy 1ur Casaps TuisTie.—Not the
least among the cares of the farmer is that necessary

to prevent the spread of noxious plants, and not the
least noxious amongst plants, is the Canada thistle,
which has made its appearance in several points in
this vicinity. Unless the greatest vigilance is ex-
erciged, it will doubileas hecome, as it has in other
places, a moxt unwelcome intruder. As this pest
has already rendered valueless some of the most pro-
ductive portions of the country, it i8 very important
that the greatest care should be exercized to prevent
its propagation, and tuv cradicate it where 1t, has
gained & foothold. When taken in time this may
casily be accomplished by proper atiention, and the
use of common salt.

The way to apply it is this : First bruise the stalk
of the thistle at the surface of the ground with the
head of a hoe or other instrument, and apply a hand-
ful of salt to the root. In this way, it (the salt) is
communicated to the sap, and circulated with it
through the plant, thus cifecting its destruction. A
few plants may spring up from distant roots, but a
sccond application will exterminate thern. I know a
farmer who bad Canada thistles over several acres of
ground, who destroyed them effectually in this way ;
and I, with one application, destroyed a small patch
on my own farm.

In conclusion I wonld say, try it effectually, and
don’t let the thistle pest spread.— Cor. of Cullurisi.

Tur ParsyNir—~—The parsnip is one of the most
valuable roois that c¢an be grown. In the islaad of

Jersey it is used almost exclugively for fattening both
cattle and swine. According to Le Courteur the
weight of a good crop varnies from thirteen to twenty-
seven tong per acre. When parsnips are given to
milch cows, with a little hay, in the winter scason,
the butter is found to be of as fine a colour and ex-
cellent flavour as when the animals are feeding in the
best pastures. As parsnips contain six per cent.
more mucilage than carrots, the difference may be
sufficient to account for the superior fattening as
well as butter-making quality of the parsnip. In the
fattening of cattle the parsnip is found superior to
the carrot, performing the husiness with more expe-
dition and affording meat of exquisite and highl
juicy flavour ; the animals eat it with much greedi-
ness. The result of experiment has shown that not
only in neat cattle, but in the fatteniog of hogs and
poultry, thce animals become fat much sooner, and
arc more healthy than when fed with ang otker root
or vegetable, and that, beside, the meat is more
sweet and delicious. The parsnip leaves being more
bulky than those of carrols, may be.anown off he-
fore taking the roots, and given to oxen, cows, ov
horses, by which they will be greedily eaten. An-
other thing in favour of parsnips for this country, is
that the frost does not injure them. Tbc& may 16
ma:n in the ground until spring, when they make
splendid feed, at a time every other kind of root ot
green thing is scarce, or they may be slightly buried,
where they can bo obtained almost any time during
the wister. On accountof their rapid growth when
young, the weeding is less trouble than weeding
carrots.—(Colonial Farmer.



