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fessions, cr ihe power of lus intellectusl atain
anls.

1@ 1l The next poitit-to b

.advantdge to give micli time Yo them,

inséléction, when n little more udvanced.

positor may be found useful,

¢dcie; that all religious reading sbould have its.de-
ed object and specific end, viz. the spirituel i~
yement of the student—improvement. m know ledge
boly scripture, in knowledge of lhis own. heart,
J;advancement in-thut truth and holinass without
bich- no man shall see the Lord, whatever he the
tent of bis oxteraal privileges, the vehemence of hi:

~onsidered is the selec-
dof ‘books, dnd the erider of his study. The fivst
vchief object with t4e Christian studentis tc.
ow the bible, ‘This'is the poilt round which all
'Jibours turn. O commentaries, or works, in.
ed divectly to illustr e scripture, itis extremely
ficult to recomment ane which is altogetlier unex-
sionable; aud, in teuh, it is doubtfat iow far it is
Perlinpe
itfhat /is “a polit which may-be Ioft for the ctudent’s
In the
antime, for the O!d Péstamont, Patrick and Lowth,
'for the New Testament, Doddridge’s Iamily
b The rending of the
¢red volume, with comparison of one part with a-
ther, must be a regular and constant occupation.
bible with marginnl references is indispentible ; and
it Wstonishing how much light is thrown upon scrip-
fe:by this method, by studying the law in refer-
o to the gospel,the psalms and prophecies in re-
ence to-Christ; thus making the bible its own in-
reler—* compsering spiritual things with spiritual.’
tbis subject I need not do more than appeal to
¢ powerful authority of bishop Horsley. That emi-
at:prelate, in his commentury on the 9%7th Psalm,
 recommended the practice in the strongest lan-
sge : —~* It should be a rule with every one who
uld read the holy scriptures with advantage and
{ provement, to compare every text which may seem
ber important for the doctrir3 it moy contain, or
mirkable:for the turn of the expression withthe
rallel passageg in.other parts of holy writ. I will
tscruple ro ussurt-that the most illiterate Christian,
be'can but vesd his English bible and will take
painsto read.it in this manner, will not only at-
o all thet. practical knowledge whith is neces.

minds of those far.wwhom I write, but; rather ggcause,’lor, and Isaac Barrow. A diligent and systematic
they are usoful, as containing illuslrations of the study of their works, cannot fail to improve and elo-
beauty and wisdam .of holy writ, aud_as, under God’s vatethemind. A distinguished scholar has thus marked
teaching, having a direct :eudengy‘(g.megg(bgq:;l;b'tluenr respective peculiarities and his own admipa~

faith of the young Christian, and.to give him {kcs re- tion: ‘1 reversnce fooker, I admire Barrow, ani I
) Y love Taylor,?

verence for the word. of God which is gssentialto his ) .
To tkese three,I would add the works of archbishop

peace and welftre. A course of reading, which
miglt be advautageously taken for this purpose, would, Leighton snd of Bishop Hall, both distinguished fur
deep piety and devotional feeling.  They, perhaps,

consist of Butler’s Analogy, Leslie’s. Short Method,
develope the peculiar motives and. principles of the

Puley’s Evidences, and Hora -Paulinm, Bishop Sum-
ner’s and Bishop. Wilson's (of Calcutts) Internaligospel with more fulness and effect, than the three
other great divines. But weneednot make compa-

Fividences.  Bishop Sumner’s work is exceedingly
valunble, because, 1n pointing out the internal evi-|risong where all are excellaut, Let the young Chris-
‘onces, ho deuls with the subject matter of the gos-|tian student devote Limself for some years to his bi-
pel tgelf. 1t is a work which, I'have reason to be-|ble, to Hooker, Tuylor, Barrow, Leighton, avd Hall;
lievo, bas boen blest to the edification,of many. Onjand ke will, by God’s blessiog, find himself growing
¢ wise unto salvation,” and wull instructed unto the

the poality, order, and discipline .of the church,

would only mention Hooker’s immortal ¢ Ecclosiasti-\ kingdom of heaven,’ and able to * bring forth out of
cal Polity,” and Mr. Sinclair’s dissertation on Epis.{his treasure things new and old.>  Such a course of
study, patiently followed out with meditation and

copacy.
Tu studying the sacred volume, particular regard must prarer, will bu n better training for the Christian
be paid to the prophetical writings; I mean, let it be.stadent, than indulgence in that desultory habit of
obstrved, to coofing the observalion to the study of promiscuous readiog, which, fear, is often the cause
fulfillod prophecy. No subject tendsmore to unfold of superficial knowledge and of unvettled opinions.—
the unity and harmony of plan which prevades the‘L.e.t the a(udegu pursue this metbpd carafully and
-acred volume: no subject more fully corroborates diligently, until the judgment be rightly formed and
and confirmsthe evidences from itssacred origin. It the mind well stored; then he will be the better able
will bo sufficient to recommend,on this head, ¢ Davi- to estimate the current theologica! literature of the
son’s Discovrscs vn Prophedy,” and ¢ Bishop Néw-|day; better qualified to profit by whatis good; bet-
ton’s Dissertations on the Prophecies,” (4¢ former|ter able to detect what is fliwasy or injurious.
being ircatises onthe interpretation of prophecy ge- e
uerally, and the lalter an examination of the par-
ticular prophecies of scripture in detail. Add to these
Dr. Keith’s wark ou the prophecies, which, altbough .
in the main similar in matter to bishop Nenton’s,con-| I exhort and beseech you never to suffer so much
taing accounts of soms very rematkable fulfilinents of}as ove day to pass, either through lazy negligence, or
prophecy derived fror the east; researches of modera{too much eagerness in inferior studies, without read--
travellers, especially by captain Mangles and Irby,/ing some part of the sacred records, with a pious
Sir R. K. Porter, and Burckbardt. ' and attentive disposition of miad, still Joining with

Another hranch of study remains to be particulnr~|y our readiog fervent prayer, that’you may -thereby

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURZTS,

. A . draw doun that divine light without which, spiritual
ised; I mean the study of church bistory, and espe- things cannot be rcad'and%hdei"stabdl But‘,‘wli)lb this
cially of the early church. ¢ Milner’s Church His- light -sbining-upun them,- it-is.not-possible .to express
tory’is a popular book, and, though it certainly cf.n'.‘how much sweeter you,will find 1bese inspirad writ-
tains inacciracies, it is interesting, and may be read ings than Cicero, ﬁeuio!i'néhéi,‘ Homer, Aristotle,
t2 advantage.” * Waddiugton’s’ is, in parts, remarka- and all the orators, poets and philosopbérs.ﬂ They

Jolry to his salvation, but, by God’s blessing, he will bly welidone. ¢ Cave’s Lives of the, Apostles, and iron ot iei ) RS iy
e Rcome: learned-in everything relating to bis religion-—|Primitive Christians:? ¢ Burton’s’ C_hurc,g History, Z?;O::ybozti;::?;: ’;f,’,',,ﬁel;f,':g;,?,','f, e:'e‘x(;y :l::;:t::i

1y of God.?

=the imagéry drasn from

fir_relation’ to' sthe '

dadbar i

vimilar character hes also lately been piiblished—
abridzed editian of ¢QColnet’s Dictionary,” by
lor==1 ol ¢ ‘Harris’s Nataral History-of the Bi-

conmected with the sacred writings; and so'inideed
almost all narratives of travels in Palestine and
‘Best, by familiariziog the .mind with:habits end
ners ve-mect-with -in>the bible:
¥ conndeting the histary of mankind with ‘the: sa.
'history, a complete course will be founilin the
8 of Shuckford, Pridesus; and bishop ‘Rusself.=—
k- marginal references; a concordsnce, snd such
ks of illustrations, the study of the sacred vo-
t/will forniab, A delightful accupation=«an.pccu-
t eyer:growing: in itnderest-and-usefulness, o-the
of:lifos . .- - ., PR
recommend e shoit-conrse of -evidenceg—not be-

t be will pot be lisble to be misled either by the
ned arguments or the false assertions of those who
avOUP to engraft their own opinions upon the ora-

0Oze class of works illustrative of scripture are ex-
mely valuable—I meap oll those which explajo the
oliarities connected with the sacred volume, in
ich they differ fiom what we ara now accustomed of .common prayer, ¢ Wheatly” and *
the periods at which the different pars were{bs found to supply much useful, edifyiog, snd curious
ltén—tho habits of the people and countries of thelinformation. In ¢ Biddulph’s Essay on the Liturgy,’
their natural scenerywill be found discources, which imbibe the spirit of]
! ther ountries, and many other|picfy ond dovotion,which so copiously
istances: of a'similar patiire. ~The' most com-
¢ worle of this kind is Rev. Hartwell Haraes
,lgingstznn to_af Critical Kuowledge of ltlh!? tSlo_ly tion
ialures,) a perfec? mine of wealth on all biblically e ., e ? € ) 2 P .
j:i:ts;—’—"l'vo)g 8v0. “There is, honever, an excel- Living aud Dying,’ * Puscal’s Thoughts, * Bicker
{compendinm, “oF abridgement, in ona smell vo-
, Whith will be ‘found very useful, and may at
mpply ‘tlié placé of the larzer treatise. * A woik

/ aud ‘Burder’s Oriental Customs,’ arealso excel-
ar‘illustrations, and:explsining ntany peculiari-

"}, There are.thoeg-anthdrs; who aro.generally “ad-].

‘ The Book of the Father’s,”. ¢ Russel’s History of
the Churcb.in Scotlgnd,’ ¢ Southey’s Book of the
Church,” ¢ Buriét’s History of the Reformation,’]
¢ Walton's Lives,’ may all be read to advantage, as
bearing uypon the bistery of the early church, and of]
our owa,cliutch in more recent times, .

For an historical authentic knowledge of the book
hepperd’  will

thoughts upon it; but this book- alone shows clearly,
and with absolute certainty, wbat it is; and-points
out the way that leads to the attainment of it. " “This
is that which prevailed with St. Aogustine to stady the
Scriptures,-and engaged his affectionto them—* ¥y
LCicero, and Plato, aud other such writers,” uays he,
*I meet. witb many things wittily ssid, end things
that bave a moderate tendency to move the passions ;
but ia nhae of them do T find these wordd: * Come
unto we sll’ ye that labor, and are heavy laden,
and 1 will give you vest.— Leighlon.

v

breathe through

-
<.

all our church services and prayers. o
For devotional and practical reading, I may men-

¢ Beveridge's Private Thoughts,? ¢ Taylor’s Haly

Abraham Booth frequently uced this expressiotnvih'
prayer, ¢ O Lord,grant thet we may see the beauty,
taste *he sweeraess, and feel the power of Truth ¥

steth on Prayer,’ and,ns a commentary on the psalms,
a treasure-houso of which the piety and spiritual ap-
plication can never be’exhaustéd, let ms earnestly
advise the young Christian student fo make the vol-
ume of the amiable hiihiop Horne his companion and
guide. The siudy of the psalms, with such an ex.
positor, cannot fail to produce a 'déep-and Isstitg
impression- onthe heart. Sermons of deep religivns|
foeling, of powerful #kill in scripfural jllustration, off
glowing eloquence, of tlesr reasoning, shoundin our
langoage; Baorrow, Soutk, and Horsley, sre giants
inthat d@artment of -sacred literstdare. . Horne is|
tender and’winalag. OF liviog, orrecent alithorsitf
were difficvic fo-makb seléction; but* P'may-particu-
larly notice the spirit-stirring and splendid-discoursex
oftHenry-Melvill;.discourses, where evangelical truth
is clothed-in the rich apparel of eloquence, on which
thousands ‘lang delighted: every Sunday, and from
whichi: ¥ teést trany g0 away moce thisking ,and roore
serious., ’ -

If it be hard for a Christian to keep the line of du-

ty, he wifl find it barder to depatt from it. The-
farther ‘he goes, the further he:wiil have to seturn,

and the wore difficult the retarn will be.

4 600D PASTOR. .
Give me tho priest these graces shall possess—-
Of an ambzssador the just address 5
A father’s tendorness; a shepherd’s caro;
A leader’s courage, which tho cross can bear 3.
A ruler’s awe; a watehman’s wakeful eye;
A pilet’d skill; the belnin storms to ply ;
A fisher's patience, and.a. labourer's toil;.
. A guide’s dexterify to disembroil; -
- A prophet’s inspiration. from above.: 2.
Atéacher's knowledge, and-a Saviou’s fovas
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mitied 10 stand pre-eminent among, divines-of.the

Wwoecessaly, to remiove &ceptical doulls in the
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churchiof England; Richard Haoker, Jergmy Tay-



