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CHURCH PROPERTY UNDER THE MOSAIC ECONOMY,

. Essay 2.
- During the bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt it
B but consonant with reason to suppose that the religious
Mages and observances of their ancestors had been at first
Beglected through necessity, and subsequently forgotten
l"‘Ough long desuetude. The era of their deliverance,
m the tyranny of their task-masters, formed not only
the beginning of their political freedom as a nation, but]
) commencement also of a new order of things relative
"3 their practices and observances as a religious commu-
Vily, Their Leader and Lawgiver reduced, under the
A;Vine sanction, their devotional feelings, and the venera-
Yion which they were taught to entertain for the God of
Aven, into a praclical shape, and made religion an im-
Brtant branch of the polity of which he was the founder.
" Until the time of Moses it is believed with much reason
Wat the priestly office formed no distinct profession, but
Way discharged for the time being by the head of the fami-
J on whom it seems to have conferred a certain degree of
ity and honour. In the course however of the admi-
Yatration of the Jewish Lawgiver, a particular tribe was
"l"tted, who, by virtue of their descent from a common
Progenitor,were consecrated to the service of God. ¢ Thou
alt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimo-
%, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things
t belong to it : they shall bear the tabernacle and all the
Yease)s thereof ; and they shall minister unto it, and en-
®mp round about the tabernacle? Num.i. 50. The re-
Uation too, which related to the giving of tithes under
@ patriarehal economy was confirmed by divine autho-
‘Yf ¢ Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed
Gat the field bringeth forth year by year, Deuter. xiv.
' The Jewish law - likewise ordained that freewill of-
‘9‘"19 should be made for particular purposes ; such as
?"peoiﬁed in Exod. xxv. ] —9. to be necessary for the
%stryction of the tabernsacle, the ark, the mercy-seat, the
e the candlestick and the furniture,together with every
m“l‘ instrument that was deemed requisite for the due

*lebration of Divine worship.

Hence it may be perceived that Church Property under
,‘*" Mosaic Economy assumed a more tangible shape than
U h.&d inthe time of the Patriarchs. ‘It eonsisted of certain
. tles which were solemnly set apart for the purpose of
E‘bling the priests and the people to worship Jehovah

tion of the Hebrew hosts, until they eatered into the pro-
mised land. Here further donations were made ; and the
ceremonial of the Jewish worship increased in splendor
in the same proportion that the property of the nation in-
creased in quantity.

The Levites received as a permanent possession forty-
eight cities. ¢Command the Children of Israel that they
give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their possession
cities to dwell in."—All the cities which ye shall give to
the Levites shall be forty and eight cities.” Num. xxxv.
12. 7. This with their property in right wasall the inheri-
tance the tribe of Levi possessed. For Moses gave them
not any inheritance : the Lord God of Israel was theirin-
heritance as he said unto them.” Joshua xiii. 33.

During the sovereignty of the Judges the Ark of the
Lord and the Tabernacle were at Shiloh. But shortly
after the election of the first Jewish King both seem to
bave beenremoved to Shechem, and from thence to Jeru-
salem. Here Church Property received an immense ad-
dition in the superb Temple which David had prepared,
and Solomon built. This was a distinction worthy of the
riches and prosperity which distinguished the reign of the
latter monarch above every previous and subsequent pe-
riod of the Hebrew annals. It was a means, under Di-
vine providence for keeping alive the spark of true piety
in Israel, and for directing the people towards the wor-
ship of the true God; and continued to answer these im-
portant ends until its overthrow and spoliation by the
victorious armies of Assyria. After that event it was
desecrated, and the vessels that belongedso it Sacxilegi-
ously profaned.

But on the return of the Israelites from the Babylonish
Captivity,the Temple not only was restored, but its pro-
perty appears to have been increased. The wost splen-
did donations were appropriated for the building and the
decoration of it : *The Tinshatha gave to the treasure a
thousand drams of gold, fifty besoms, five hundred and
thirty priests’garments.’ Nehem. vii. 70. Also—*the
Priests and the Levites, and the porters mnd the singers,
and some of the people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel,
dwelt in their cities.’ ver. 73.

Further donations were made to this kind of Church
Property during the period which elapsed between the
return from the captivity and the advent of Messiah.—
Synagogues appear to have been builtin many cities of!
Judea, as we read in various passages of the New Testa-
ment; a fact which implies an increase in those orna-

Mth honour and proper reverence ; and of certain rates,
‘hich had been ordered by the Divine command to be be-
d"‘ted to the service of God. The former may be describ-
a8 property in possession ; the latter,property by right.
® former moreover was of a permanent character,there
Ng alaw afterwards enacted to render it inalienablein
ference to. which Malachi says, « Will a man rob God 1
®tye have robbed me. But ye say wherein have we
bed thee? In tithes and offerings.’ iii. 8. And the se-
o king of property may likewise be said, in reference
Quantity and quality, to be mutable or changeable, al-
Ough equally inalienable with the former. Let us brief-|
‘onsjder these two sorts of eclesiastical property, ac-|
o"ding to the station which each is represented to have
®¥pied in the constitution of the Jewish Polity.
i 1. The first,permanent Church property that weread of
'¢ Tabernacle and its various accompaniments. These
®re constructed of materials which the people contribut-

be;

ments and furniture that the Mosaic law had assigned as
proper adjuncis to every place of public worship. Thus
notwithstanding the degeneracy of the great bulk of the
Jewish people at the time of our Saviour’s appearance on
earth, the amount of permaneat ecclesiastical property
within the limits of their territories is a direct proofofthe
beneficial results of the Mosaic regulations with regard:
to this particular,and of the supportit was caleulated to
afford to religion and the worship of the true God.

2. The property in right, or that which is in a certain
degree subject to change, was derived from various sour-
ces. It was obtained chiefly from tithes and oblations,

'both of which were of divine institution. The eontribu-

tion of them was thus rendered obligatory upon all the
children of Israel, and those of the heathen nations, who

And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even
of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be
boly unto the Lord.’ Levit. xxvii. 30—~32. The rod
mentioned in the latter pertef this passage, was the tith-
ing rod used in numbering the tenth out of the herd;
or it may mean the shepherd’s crook, under which the
flock passed as he numbered them daily.

Besides the first tithes thus paid, there was also a second
tithe, paid from the nine remaining parts, which the own-
er was obliged either to pay in kind, and carry to Jerusa-
lem, or to the place where the sanctuary was, there to
feast before the Lord with the Levitesand the poor, or if,
the place was toa remote, he might turn it into money.
¢ And if the way e too long for thee, so that thou art not
able to carry it : then shalt thou turn it into money, and
bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go uato the
place which the Lord thy God shall clioose.’ Deuter.xiv.
24. 25.

Every man likeWise in the commonwealth of Israel was
enjoined to make oblations and offerings of various kinds
unto the Lord. ¢8peak unto the children of Israel, that
they bring me an offering : of every man that giveth it will-
ingly with his heart ye shall take my offering. And this
is the offering which ye shall take of them ; gold, and sil-
ver, and brass.’ Exod. xxv. 2. 3. Then there were the
Burnt-offerings, the Drink-offerings, the Free-will-offer-
ings, the Heave-offerings, the Peace-offerings, the Sin-of-
ferings, the Trespass-offerings, the Thank-offerings, the:
Wave-offerings, the Wine-oﬁ'erings, and the Wood-offer--
ings—All these offegings were commanded to be brought:
unto the Lord,—in other words to be dedicated to.his ser--
vice, for the twofold purpose of testing the piety and obe~
dience of the donors and of preserving the worship and
name of the true God in Israel. '

They consisted chiefly of the productions of the soil ;.
such esa flour, bread, corn, and oil ;. or of animals,—such-
as bullocks, goats, lambs, and turtle-doves. These latter
were offered as a sacrifice to make atonement for the sins:
of the people, and typified the great Sacrifice which was:.
afterwards to be offered on the Cross. €ertain seasons:
wero set apart, when the sacrifices were ordered .10 be
made ; and the necessary supply of animals and materi-
als was for the most part obtasined from the contribu-:
tions and voluntary oblations of the worshippers.

After the settlement of the Hebrews in the land of Ca--
naan, the laws and ordinances, which Moses bad enacted:
by divine command for the future government of their
kingdom, began to take more extensive effect than for-
merly, and to produce by their celerity of operation the
most beneficial results. The share of their property that
had been set apart for divine uses had gradually accumu-~
lated, and was not only sufficient to answer the main ob~

ject in view, but served as a lasting monument of their

munificent piety. Witness the magnitude of the sacrifice-
which Solomon offered at the dedication of the temple..
¢ And Solomon offered & sacrifice of peace-offerings which:
he offered-unto the Lord, two and twenty thousand oxen,
and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep.” The feast
lasted for seven days, and clearly proves the extent and:
magnificence, to which Church Property had attained in;
the days of Solomon. 1. Kings viii. 63.

Thus the temple at Jerusalem, the cities appropriated:
to the Levites, together with the tithes and offerings of

lived within the limits of their Political Jurisdiction,.—
¢ And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the

the people, constituted the visitle means,by which,under

land, or of the fruit of the tree.is the Lord’s ; it is b()]y;lhe providence of God, the worship and naine of Jehovah
’ ] o !

. ‘was preserved from generation to generation in the king-- -
) i 11 red ; i
'unto the Lord. And ifa man will atall redeem ought off.dom of Israel. Amongthose who were appointed to wait

'{ak,hia altar in. the: sanctuary were men,.who.wera gifted

1 and which were demanded of them as a free-will of-

Zﬁ“g unto the Lord. They served as a visible symbol to'r. tithes. b 0 the £ith
Rote the presence of Jebovab, and to excite the adom—l‘ iis tithes, be shall add thereunto Hih part thareo




