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droppings accumulate to any extent. After a fortniglht the

changes need not be so frequent, as the droppings ili be

found nostly outside of the pan. These should be removed
once or twice a day, and the sawdust outside the pan kept
sweet and clean by frequent changing, and the sprinkling

PIGEON HINTS. about of a little of the insect powder. These small insects
do not seem to interfere with the old birds, but they in

1V %V. FELLONVS. their turn may be worried by a larger kind called the tick.
Their presence is generally shown by a continual pecking

among the teathers, and this is acconpanid hy a stamping
with the feet. When this is scen they should also receive

Insec/s in the Loft.-Vhen the breeding loft, and es- a good dustng with the powder. If allowed to accumulate
perially the nesting places, are kept thoroughly clean, the the birds wili often dcscrt the ncst and the eggs or young
nesting material frequently renewed, and a bath allowed, oncs it contains.
there is generally little danger of insects accunmulating to Re maliiie-Owing w the r.any dificuhies and disasters
any extent, bnt great care should be taken in the very hot which auended the early part of the hrceding season, the
weather that they do not get settled, or it will take great number of young ones in many lofts will not be very large,
trouble to rout them out. They will find out any nook or but where the resulîs have been fairly good it wiIl be well te
cranny in the woodwork, and from these lurking places they examine the young stock w sec sec if thi quality has cone
will sally out, chiefly in the night time, and torment the up to expectamon and Io decide wlieîher it is advisable 10 Ict
young squabs. They consist of two kinds-first, what is the pairs remain as tley arc, or b try a change. Vhere the
known as the flea, which seems to suck the blood of the quality is poor it niay be d(irahle to make some alteration
helpless young squab, and the small red insect called the in the mating, but if there is any doubt thcy should not be
mite, which infest the cars and nostrils, and if not soon interfcred with this scason. If a changu is thought necessary
checked accumulate to snch an extent as to cause the deaih the hirds should bc separated for a time and then paired up
of the young ones. To clear off these pests the squabs as requircd, but care should ho taken that ibis is carried out
should he taken in hand and vell dusted with inseci pow- thoroughly before they are returned 10 the breedirg loft, aîd
der, and the nest pan thoroughly cleansed and fresh inaterial no two birds previotîsly paired should bc put into he saine
placed in it before the young ones are returned. With re- mît. If this is fot donc there is sure to ho trouble, either

spect to the woodwork, the lime-,whiting or washing down from the dissolving parîncrship and iating up as before, or
with disinfectants may prove sufficient, but as a futther frm the birds going hack 10 thcîr nid nesting boxes and
preventative an occasional sprinkling with the diluted disin- flghting for the mastery, when, if cggs have been laid or
fectant may be resorted to. For the nest-pans a plentiful young hatched, the former are likcly to gel smashed and the
supply of fresh pine sawdust, which contains a good supply latter either trampled to dcath or throvn out of the nest pan
of turpentine, may be sufficient, but when it is kept for any and starved. Again, vhere it is found that any pairs are had
length of time this ingredient loses its strength, and ils sitters or feeders, a fe pairs of foster parents slould be pro-
place may then be supplied by a little insect powder, pow- vided to do their work.
dered sulphur, or Sanitas sawdust. In the hot weather the C/zice of &od.-I would again warn young fanciers about
rubbed stîaw may be dispensed wvith as a nesting material, being very particular as to the qualiry of the corn given to
as it may form a hiding place for insects, and sawdust only the stock, and more especially with respect ho the peas.
used. In renewing the nests an extra suppiy of pans should Several specimens have been sent 10 me for examination
be kept, so that they can be quickly changed, and so pre- ihat have cooîained grains showing partial germination, and
vent undue interference with the old birds, and if this can i every case vhere such sanples have been uscd the con.
be done when they are off the nest for feeding or changing dition of the stock kept las been far trom good. In the
so much the better, tbe plan I have found to answer best is worst cases acute diarrhcea and inflammation, resulting in
to make the first change when the young ones are about a loss offlesh, has heen the result, and in others, where the
week old, and fiom that time tili a fortniglît, as soon as the number of grains infected was snaller, a gradua loss of con-


