sinners,” more to bo pitied than to be blamed.
Nor does he offer to pray for thom—thus
toaching them to cling to his skirts or roly on
hix prayers for their salvation.  Of such wpiri.
turl quackery ho knew nothing. Thoss en-
quirers before him ho rocogmized ss froo moral
ugonts.  They very peoperly domunded to
know what they must do, and he gave them a
prompt, pithy answer in ono short, shurp word,
* Ropont !

Supposo thut somoe of them had wsaid— what
weo 80 often hearin uu enquiry-mooting—* Wo
are peuitent, wo ure pricked to tho heart ; we
foel koenly and your sermon started the toars.”
Peter might huvo told them thut u fow days
beforo he hud himsolf « wopt bitterly” over hi.
own sin, but tho tears did not wash out the
0, or renow his heart.  Ropentanco is some-
thing vastly deoper than tours or anguish, or
u harrowed couscienco, or a terror of the wrath
to come. Bible-repentance is an act of the
soul when that soul takes a right view of sin,
uud then, by God's help, sbandons the sin.
Or, as he good old catechism puts it, the soul,
 doth with grief und hatred of s, turn from
it.” This is true repentance. A oconvicted
gambler looks at his pack of cards snd his
dice, and sees in thoem rais for this world and
the next, and then flings them into the fre.
A dishonost man, stung to the heart by his
own fraud, goes to the mau he has wronged
und restores the upjust gains, with the solemn
vow to (iod never again to touch one dishonest
dune. That gamester,that swindler have both
cxercised genuine repentance in regard to those
two specific nins. They have both felv compunc-
tion over a wicked practico and thea quitit. A
young man aaid to moe in an enquiry.meeting
last night, “My besetting sin 15 to swear.”
Our answer to him was, * Confess your sin to
God and stop swearing.”

Whother it bo one specific sin, or a whole
life-course of ungodliness tuat is to be sepent-
od of, the method is the same. The thing to
be done is to take u right view of #in and then
quit it. This must be your own act. The
undoubted fact that the Ioly Spirit awakens
you to penitence and promotes your penitence
does not alter that other fuct—that repentance
must bo the excreise of your own will. God'z
Spirit cannot do it for you. He will aid you
with infiuite help, yet you must repent, or
perish!  And do it also voluntarily. The
dishonest canal contractor, who is only asham-
ed because he is detected, and only stops plun-
dering until he can get unother chauce, is not
8 truo penitent. Sin must be both abhorred
sud abandoned, or elso there is not auch re-
pentanco as God will accept. My friend,

when you have looked at sour own heart as
m.:.m'lyr vﬁo. and yox'.ir own oonduct as abomi-

anbly wicked—when you have implorod God
to change your hsart, sad to help you chango
your conduct, you have taken onc vital step
toward salvation.

Ia this the only step? No. there is ono
more, equally vital. The second illustrious
proacher of the aarly church described it in
one word also. When an anxious enquirer in
the dungeon of Philippi asked him, “ What
must 1do?" ho gavo back tho swift reply—
* Believe!" A better tranalation of tho Greek
word would bo—trust on the Lord Jesuw, and
thou shalt bie aaved. This too must bo your
own act.  Wo have baut littls patience with &
class of well-meaning people who talk so much
about faith as a mere passivo fecling that ea-
quirera after aalvation get tho false idea that
itis only a “reting in the arms of Jesus,”
liko a babe fast asleep. "Tho trust that saves
= soul is & truat that clings and follows. If I
fall overboard from a ferry-boat, and a rope is
toased out to e, it is not emough for mo to
believe that tho rope is sufficiently strang to
bear my weight or thatit was thrown in love
I must lay hold of it and hold on! Where
that rope goen, 1 until the strong arms
that lowered itlmg mo on the deck. So faith
in Joeun is simply holding fast to him. This
ismy “doing."" "He holdsme. That is His
doing. Thisis all the doing that is needful.

From tho motment that you give yourself up
to Jesus you must allow him to have his way.
P'aul might havo given that Philippian jxiler
a leaf out of hisown experience; and told
him that the wnoment his hard heart broke
down, it cried out. “Lord! what wilt Thou
havo me to dor” Saul of Tarsus used to
hsvo his own way: it led right to hell.
Paul lot Josus do with him just as he chose.
Ho did not stop to in with Jesua
for ¢ comfort or joy:" or, like certain wa:

feasors nowadays, ho did not everlastingly
g::' tobo* happy.” His jo wasto do Christ's
will; his crown was_to save dying sonls. If
thero had boon any Brother Sankey with him
in the cell, or on board the ahip, he would have
s1id, “ Come, brother, et us sAnge—

* Lard, there s a cross in every lot,
And an bourly need of prayer,
Aud the lowly heart that leaus on thee,
Is Sappy everywhere.™

Xow, then, en niring friend, 1 have tried to
3807 you just what God's Word bids you do.
Quityin and follow Jewus. This is the ceaence
of BNe.picty. On whatever point Christ
pressesyon. yreld.  When yon yield even one

[ drivin
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peint to plense him, the change is begun.
Whon you ure willing to trust on Jesus nud to
go with Jewus, you uro n converted man or
woman.,  Dun t wait for costames and floods
of glory , 1f you ure farthiul to the end, you
will have vnough of them o hoaven.  Reader,
tako your Bible and go with 1t to Jesus on
your knood. Shut yourself up with Him.
Surrendor your soul entirely to Him. One
hour with Jesus aloge, is worth » year of con-
versation with pious friends. Whatsouver Heo
suith to you, do it.—Christian Wehly

STUMBLING-BLOCKS REMOVIID.}

I foar T shall never stand, and so dishonor
Him—iny circumstences are poculinr.

I know whom [ have believed, nnd am per-
sunded that he is able to keep that which 1
hnvo committed unto him against that day
(2 Tim 112

Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, aud to presont you faultloss beforo the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy
(Jude 21).

He hath said, T will nover ieave thee, nor
forunke thee [Hebrows, 14'5). .

I fear my sins are too great to be forgiven.

Forasmuch us yo know that yo were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers

But with the procious blood of Christ, as of
8 lamb without blemish and without spot (1
Poter 1:18, 19).

When 1 sce the blood T will pass over you
(Exodus 12.13).

Comoe now, and let us reason together, saith
the Lord : though your sins be as searlet, they
shall bo as whito a3 snow ; though they La red
like crimson, they shull be as--col (Isaiah
118).

y ea-.hly prospects will be ruined—1I1 ghall
be cast out.

But my God shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glury by Christ Jesus
(Phil. 4:19).

But he enswered and suid, It is written,
Man shall not live by bresd ulone, but b
every word that proceedeth out of the mou
of God (Matt. 4:4,.

And every onethat hath forzaken houses, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or
wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s mk?,
ahall receive 2 hundredfold, and shall inherit
everlasting lifo (Matt. 16:29).

1do not feel my guilt as Istould Iwm
waiting for conviction. .

The heart is deccitful «bove =il things, and

mtely wicked . who oun know 1t (Juve.
mizh 17-9°?

Trust in tho Lord with all thi= - sart; and
lean not unto thine own undem. 1dins Pr.
verbs 3:5).

Therefore whosoever hosroth thesr sayings
of mine, and decth them (Matt. 7:23).

Thoy shall look upon me, whom they bave
picreed (Zechariah 12.10%.

I do not sco that I am such a great sinner.

But wo urc all as an unclean thing, ané all
our righteousness are as 1ilthy rags; and we
all do fadoass leaf; and our iniquities, like tho
wind, bave taken us away (Isaiah 64.6).

For thero is no diffcrence : for all have sia-
ned, and come short of the glory of God (Rox:.
3:32, 23).

If woaay that wo have not sinned, wo make
him & liar, and his word is not in us {t John
110).—Ralph Fells.

THE JAPANESE AT WORK AT PHI-
LADELPHIA.

Tho most curious part of thoday's work was
driving of a number of piles, cach six fect
long and ton inches in diamoter, upon which
is to roat, like a corn-crib, a rectangular ateuc-
tare, vighty-four by forty-four feet, and in
geustal  apposrance like the pictures of
Japaness housce that children neo in their
primers. The way in which the Japs man-
aged tho pile-driving brought many = burst
of lxughter from the bystanders. They had
4 portable tripod aboai twenty feet high, with
two fixed palleys under tho apex, from which
was suspcaded by a grass rope a cylindrical
iron hammer, weighingthree hundred pounds.
Six Japs on cach 2ido of tho machine scizo a

rope which passes over one of tho pul-
73, tho foreman stands at one side, holds up
his forefingor. closes 0z oye, and then. ap-
parently ot satiafied with this, picks up a
short atick, holdsit in a wertical position be-
tween his two forefingers, aights the pilo with
it, and at last winka with both cyes as axigosl
to tho workmen that tho ceromony of Japaneso
plumb-bobbing is concluded, whereupon the
hammer moves up and down very rapidly,
the pile an ineh into tho earth at
overy descent, until it is time for tho foreman
to do a httlo more plumb-bobbing. One pilo
strack & rock, and whilo everybody was won-
derirg how things were to be maosged, ono
of the gang ran off and bronght back some-
thing that had teeth like s maw, bat which
was ahs liko a butcher’s cleaver, bat the
Pacting Jap had severed the stick in about

MESSENGER.

hulf the time required for u »ow of Awmerican
mnke to do the sume work

The Japs draw ther planes toward them
mstend of pushing than from them, snd use
an ink line instead of u chulk line It resom-
bles # tape-line cuse, und contuins u spongo
which mny bosaturated with mk of any color,
through this sponge the cord may be drawn
und then wound up, dispensingg  with  the
tedious process of chalking. The holes for
the piles vero murked out in this odd way |
two posts, one ut cach end of the foundation,
were connected at the top by a tightly.drawn
cord, from end to end of this the mandarin
foreman walked with his rule, measuring off
epuees, whith he marked by tying bits of
string an bow kuots to the main cord, and
then standing oft to go through his delicato
operauon of plum-bobbing, which ho repeated
overy time that nis men removed the tripod to
drive & now pile. Their ndso is 1 remarkable
tool, chiefly on account of it handle, which
is shaped as Hogarth's Jioe of Lenuty might
be if warped by torrid wosther. ‘The” wielder
of this tool stands over his t:mber and hacks
away, driving thoe steel far underneath his
foot at every blow. When the ropes of the
pile-drivers were too jony the foreman fusten-
ed blocks of wood in slip kuots to shorten them,
but one of these elipped and dropped on the
head of & young Jup, causing him to let go
the rope, full backward and roll over to n big
log, upon which he sat down to rest himseli
and laugh.

The fapanoso square is oighteen and a half
inches long and nine an2 a quarter wide, and
is graduated, liko the rule, by the decimal Yy
tem, nine and a quarter of their inches being
cqual to eight of ours.

In tho bamboo building not » nail will be
used, all the material 13 there, dovetailed,
bevelled and mortised, ready to bo fastened
together with wooden pins. The artisaun
live in a frame structure within the enclosure,
do their own cooking and luundry work, and
live on soup, rice and dried meats which they
brought with them in hermoatically senled cann.
The officials having charge of Jupanese opera.
tions in the Park refuso to give the shizttest
information as to what they are doing. When
asked about their building and intended extn.
bition, the questioner is invariably put oft
with, “ Wait till comos time: you then ree’
It diepleases them when spectators laugh at
the uncouth mechanical operations of the flat-
nosed and wawoy-featured Orientals.— FAila-
delphia Tunes.

SUMDAY-5CROOL LIBRARY BOOKS
. BY JOHN §. HART, LL. D. '

The time was when the difficulty i thix
matber was to find books ‘enough to stock »
library with reading that would be attractive
to children. The difficultynowvis all the other
way. No literature is so abundant. There
areat least eight groat publication bozrds or
sociclics engaged in theproduction of religious
story books for the young, the publicaticus of
any ono of which would be more thzu any
~rdipary school corld keep pace with, to say
nothing of an cqual number of caterprisui

;down if anybody goes near the kitten.

-Jquired further into its
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fuse point blunk to buy for the library any
book in which there is « lovo affair, no matter
what the n srits of tho book in other respects,
our writers and our publishers of religious
story books for tho young will uot mend their
mauners,

Seeondly, no book in which the writer speakn
of the actors in the story as “ heroes” or
“ heroines,” or which, oven if they are not so
+itlled, the young reader would b liﬁely tothink
of them us belonging 10 this superfine type.
This rort of stuff is only next door to love and
matnimony It may do for the dime novel,
but s utterly out of place 1 the Sunday-
school hbrary.

Thirdly, no book which does not teach some-
thing. To be merely an interesting story is
not enough. To be romething which tho
children will devour is not enough. If the
reader, on closing the book, does not feel thac
he has learned something, that he has some
new idea of duty, that he has some new idenn
of right and wrong, or that his old ideus on
this subject have received a new enforcement,
the book has no busivess in the library.  No
matter how thrilling the story may be, no
matter howmuchthe childran mny be'en. hunt-
ed with it, the book is not what you want
You might, with just as good reuson, yive
your children champagne and sweetments jor
their daily bread. “They need food You
give them u song.—S$. §. Tunes.

THE AFFECTIONATE HAWK AND ITS
IET KITTEN.

A ladv was onee walking amid the seenery
of the Islo of Wight, when sho obscrved u
httle kitten curled up on u mosey bank, in all
the security of u mieday nup. It was o beau-
uful little creature, and the lady gently ap.
proached, in order to stroke it, when suddenly
down swooped a hawk, pounced upon the
rleeping kitten, and exmnpletely hid it from her
mght. It was a kestrel.  Our friend was
greatly shocked, and tried to rescue the little
victum, but the kestrel stood at thy augd refus-
ed to move. There he stood on tho bauk,
firmnly facing her, and all her efforts to drive
him from his prey failed. The lady hurried
on to 8 fisherman’s cottage, which was neur at
hand, nad told of the hiztle tragedy with tho
cloquence of real feeling.

But the fisher-fulk were not so disconcerted,
and, lsughing, said

“1tisalways ro; that huwk always comes
He
has taken to the kitten, and he stays near at
hand to w.tch whenover it goes to nleen ™

Tho case was so remarkable that the iady en-
history, and icarned
that tho kitten's mother had died, and that the
fisherman's family had missed the little nurs-
ling. Aftersometime, they observed a kestrel
bawk loitering about the cottagoe ; thoy used
to throw hin scrapsof meat, and they noticad
that he always carried off & portion of cvery
meal, draggiag even Laavy bones away out of
sight. His movements were watchod, and
they saw that he carried the stores to the rooi
of u cottage. A ladder was placed, some ouo
ascended, and there, nestling in a holo in the

r-ivato publishers whoso lists are scarcely leas

orndidable than those of tho boards. The)
number of theso religious story books now in
the market cannot be much less than ten thou-
eznd, and they are increasing at the rate of
moto than one a day all the year round.

In the face of such a fact, tho Sunday-school |
wotker is compelled to pause as ho car uoj
longer safely order books st random for the!
Sunday-school library. Wo must perforce
make & sclection.  If wo would not do a grout
witng, wo must be willing to give tho time
and the labor noeded to make this selection
wisely.  Wa hare no moro right to placa books
in the Stnday-school library, without know-
ing somcthing of their character, than we
wogld have to fill children's cups at tablo with
something to drink, without atopping to en-
quire whether that somothing is water or gia.
Gin for breakfast would in fact benit much
watze for the body than arc to the mind some
of the stimulating novels t> be found on the
shelves of Sunday-school librarics.

What arc eome of the foatures that prima
facit shonld excludea book from the catalogne ?
Togivothem all would requirea treatise.  \Wo
give two or taree.

Firat, no book which is a story of love aud
matrimony. No book in which the wterest of
the plot is made todepend in auy percepubic
degtco on this sbject.  If any reader v sim-
ple smough to think that therois no need of a
positive, absolute, prohibitory rule on this sub-.
Joct; his experienco in such literature has been
mortp fortunate than ours. The cxtent to
whith such books havo become debaushed by
cateting 10 a prococious tasto for this sort of

iog ia really alarming: and those who have
the :oontrol of cur Sundny-school libraries
should set their facos liko flint against everr
book in whick tho young actors §:l!l in love,
or i& which tho passion of lovo is in the
slightest degreo made a rwotive power in tho
development of the plet. Tntil buyers como

thateh, loy tholost kitten, thriving prosper-
ously under the tender care of its strangp
foster-father. The fourdling was brought
down, and restored to civilized life, but the
bardit-protecter was not disposed to resign his
charge, and ever kept at hard to fly to the
rescue whenover dangerous ladies threntened
it with & caress.—Dumb Animals.

Wirre Breap Grows' —Whero the bread
grows! Whereis that? If we would find
bread growing wo should go away to the
Indian Archipelago and tho Islands >f the
Pacific. such as the Society Islands, whero tho
best society, that of copper-color savages, is
more exciting than agrecable. In thoseplaces
the people would be badly off for food but for
tho bread-fruit tree, which yiclds them =
plentifal supply nearly all the year round.
Tke tracsare much larger than out apple-trees,
and smong their dack foathery leaves the
truit ehinee, ripening from green to a golden
shade. It is aslargeas a coco-nut, but quite
round, with a thick rough rind, and the natives
gather it boforn it is ripe, when it has not yet
turned qaito yellow. qucy dig a hole in tho
osrth for an oven, lighta  fire, and bake it
noutly black. Oun beiog taken ons as soon as
1t geta cool cnough for their brown fingers to
' bold it, they =erapo off all tho outsido burnt
part of the rind, that leavea their frait or loaf,
which ever you like to call it, of & pretty light
yellow color, and onbeing cutit is temptingly
white inside. The crumb is aaid to tasto “as
soft and sweet 23 & new baked roll.” Some
who havo caten it think it has the flavor of
roast potatoes, bot is in no other way like
potato; it is s crummy and white, that we
should bo moro likely to call it a peculiar kind
of bread.— Zittle Folls.

A Proxavext Hoxe.—To have a howmo
which a man has himself reared or purchased

-2 homo which he baa improved or beautified
—s home indecd, which.\gt.h Lonost pride and

to a fixed determinatica con this point, and r-.

nttural love, hecallshis own—isan additiona!



