
THE ENQUIRER,

country, and unacquainted with its locaelircumstances, lie andD
hiiselfon hisarrival immediately surroundi by a few of the prin-
cipal public officers, ini-whon lie is in a snannier boind to place:his
implicit confidence. They guide his first steps, and it would be
almost a miracle if they did not- impart to his mind some portion
of that partiality, I wikl not say prejudice that operates on theirs.
He must, at least for a wjile, see thro' thrir eyes and hear thro'
their ears, and his acts .are in fact but theirs. By degrees, low-
eyer, le acquires suflicient persimal ,information te render faither
assistance unnecessary ; but then when be is arriived to that point
where he can promote public and individual we4'are, when he is
acquainted with the wants of the community and with the respec-.
tive merits of its members, when he is disposing himself to-relieve.
the one, and to employ individual talents in such m:nner that the
public good may be benefitted by their;.eneouragementi 'nd re-
iard, his time is expired and he.is saperseded by another, who is
inecessitated to ge-over the same.round again.

But besides.these general and principal, causes of the disparity
between the social state of old established countries and that of,
their distant coloniies, there exist some peculiar to this very Pro-
vince of Lower Canada, and wiiich militate stili more powerfully
against its welfare.

The first is its being a conquered Ctdony. H'umaf pride
seems to oppose the intimate amalgamation of conquerors and
cunquered: -very idea ofsubjectio is.ievolting to it. Thence
springs up a kind of ill will, which adds to the pre-ex'sting nati-
onal prejudices, and ofcourse splits the Coemunity in two-clie-
tinct parties. This ill will is constantly fed and stimulated by
the but toc niatural partiality which is ihewn, in the distribution
of favors. The best and most lucrative ones, are bestowed. on
strangers te the soil - the owners of that soif complain of their be-
ing neglected; and their discouragement destroypevery principle
of public spirit in the far greater and more important portion, of
population. Spiashed by the luxury of these strangers, humbled
by their inability to vie with those new comers, they shriik from
the contest, and withdraw themsel«es from the that¢e.wihereupon
it is displayed: not however without expressing their natural
feelitngs.

The second cause which apparently ought to have counterbai-
anced theeffeci.of she ·fermer .ne,is, that tbe inhabitants of this
conqueredcateily have-been allowed te preservr their own langruae
their own reigion, their own civil laws, ând of courbe tbeir former
usages and tanners. The resuit provesto bethe very tverseofthat
which was expected fron those'concessions. Their effect has been
te keep up the liue of demarcation between the conquerors and the
conquered stili more distinct aind clear, and they seena to have
erected au elfective feuce between both, so as to màr their re u'aion.


