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eoniprehiends the remaining four verses. It seeixîs strange thiat
any one shouli ever doubt the extension of the conversation to
the end of the twenty-first verse. Vie beginning and the end
are clearly marked. The in troduction narrates that there xvas a
mnan of the ]?hafisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of thie Jews,
iwho came to Jesus by night; and the conclusion is marked by
the resumption of the evangrelist's narrative at the twenýy-second
verse: "(After these things, came uesus and bis disciplés into the
land of Judea," the region lying south of Jerusalen. But the
best evidence of the extent of the conversation is its owvn
structure and imnport. The first part teaches us that true religion
is ne >w life originating in a new birth-the birth of t'le Ho'iy*'
Spirit; the second part Leaches. us that, this new life is the fruit
of death-the death of the Son of inan; the third part teaches
us that this fru.itfiil death is the gift, of love-the love of the
Fathier; and the fourth part teaches us that this gift of love is the
choice of inan-the choice of man-by faibi <'Ail are but parts
of one stupendous whole." . The severai parts are closely con-
nected, and evince sucli consecutiveness, independence and unity
as to copipel the conviction that they form one divine and
glorious whole, -worthy of flùn who spake as neyer ruan spakie,
and -.frauglit with grace and truth to all that rightly read and
learn.

Sucli a conversation, endlessly multiplied in speech and .writingr
over the wor and down througli the ages, could not be unpro-
du<ctive. I? appears to have been profitable, &ist of ahl, to
Nýicodemus. Thie profit do-es not appear in the conversation itself
(for profit is not always immed'%te), but in subsequýentV aets, ï,htiuli
thle evangelist significantly links wvith the nightl"r interview.
When the Pharisees scoffed at their own officers, as " deceived,"
for eulogizingy Jesus instead of seizingr hini, and at the multitude
that followed him as r cursed," "hie that came to Jesus by night'
said to bis fellow-iPharisees, 'fDoth our Iaw judge any man Meore
it hear himi and know what hie doeth V" * This wvas .speaking
manfully for fair play. When Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, obtained froi IPilate the
body of Jesus, «' there came also Nicodemus, who at the first carne


