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steadfiust und er d irest persecution.
The flirst trophy of' the gospel in
Europe w'as a wvoman, wvbose namte
is handed down for ai perpetual mie-
morial.

Upon a woman ivas pronouneed
the most splendid enconium that
ever passed human lips. _Matt. xxvi.
13. Dorcas and Priscilla, Phoebe
and Prisca were fellow-lbelpers, wvith
niany others, in the gospel of Chirist.
Blandina, Perpetua, Felicitas, and
xnany other faithful martyrs sealed
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their testiniony witl their blood.
Mon ica and Paula were types of
Christian matrons, wvhose saintly
character is the crown «and glory of
the primitive church. The entbrone-
nment of vir-gin motherhood in art
and dogmia created an ideal of purity-
and ruth, during long, dark ages 0f
rapine and of blood, that did mucli
to Izeep atlive the sense of chivalry
in tie worid.

The risc of Moh aminedanisin
Nvith Uts odious systei of polygainy,

did much to degrade thie status of
woman. The traveller in the Orient
is struck, especially, with bier seclu-
sion and social inferiorîty. In the
cities of Ciiiro and Darnascus, ot'
Smyrna and Constantinople, thte
wvomen go about swza.thed in long,
white robes, like the shroud of die
dead, wh ich completely envelop
their frame in a shapeiess, bailoon-
like covering. A very smnall openx-
ing is Ieft through which one or both
black eyes inay flash, ail grace or

beauty being effectually con-
eeaied. I hiave seen a girl,
ploughing in the field, on mvy
approach hastily draw the
veil over bier face and re-
main completely covered un-
tii I passed. Sometimes tik,
vei bas -%voven eoioured fig-
ures which make it perfectly
conceal the features from the

* observer, aithough very
sligbitly, if at ail, obstructing
the vision of the wearer.

In Constantinople, however,
where Western ideas have
cornte into dloser contact ivithi
Oretllf and tbought

the woman bias grown thiin-
ner and thinnier, until it luas
become a filmy gauze wbichi
reveals rather than conceals
tbe dimpiing smiies and
bright eyes of its wearers.
The missionaries on Mounit
Lebanon informed me, that
out of regard for the prejiu.
dices of the natives, the Chris-

tian womn wear opaque veils îvhen
abroad, and in the eburches sit ou
the opposite side from the meni, ami
separated from, theni by ii bigh)
screen.

In the raiiway trains and steami-
boats tbere is often a separate coin-
partment for women, at which the
conductor knocks and waits patient)y
until bidden to enter and coileet lits
fares. On ie.aving the station or
steani-boat landing they scuttle hur-
riedly away as thoughi they were
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