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leage, some of them to save their lives could
not take a second-class- certificate under
the new lyzw. On'the whole; rowever, the

present system Gf examining teachiers is: a

decided.improvement on thé'old dne ; pro-
perly qualified teachers have nothing to fear,
and thos: who are. not ‘projeily  qualified
niust either become so, -or- abal‘i‘don ‘the
profession.. Under'the old, liw, almost any-
. Ohe was, péimitted. to" teach. The young
fa*met or thechanic,  to - whom the, winter
aﬂ’orded afew months of ieisure; the-young
man Who was” desifois of makmg a little.
fromey, ; winch e fmght spend” in apwse’

* miént, or at college;; thet broken-dowd” Lyt

yet, doctor, of preacher, the’ hdle, the Tome;
], had almost said the -blind=—the* fddblent;
and sometimes, those pa,rtly deaf,’ or mearly
-blipd, found: employmen; in teathmg I8
this ‘state of’ thmgs, teaching - coul& nét’ be
called’a’ profession,—it was not’ cven at re-
gular or respectable business. ..~

" But while. what T have sajd’ is trie; of
teachmg a§ it was, it s 1ot u'ue‘oi‘ tea—
Onta.r_lo h. a4t ,lél;gth- a
competent authority for testing ‘the qualifi-

cationt of Her firsi-class teachers; jn-the per-
sons of the’ gentlemen cdmpx‘:smg the Board

ahe :i:achers” ranks—others have been ze-
duced *o their praper level, miich dead
matter x1s been sloughed-off, and'a young
but vigorous, distin¢t and mdep&ndexit pro-
fession is bemg organized. The success: 6f
this work, in.a great measuve dependsipcn
the teachers themselves, if those who have
been lowered in rapk will only work them-
selves up to thie stanidard, every, teacher in
Ontario will' -ve.the saiisfaction of seejng.
cor:.ined wii'. him, in the noble work: of
mental afid mora] ithprovement, .2 body: of

men .2 Lace couttéous, “honorable, and.
What has .been dope; how-'
ev(. . quite sifficient to establish the pro-|
~ter of teachi 2, so far as it.

inte "\ -ent.

can b * by a provision for testing the

Alréady some hurdredls of in- |
compefent. persons haj/e been driven front

 ratio.

qualification of those who desire ¢, become
teachers. !

The principal conditions that seem to be
necessary to sccure for any avocation the
rank of a profession have been stated, -and,

"I think, it has been shown-that teachiug an-

swers these conditions. Ifso, an-impartial
_public will award that rank to teaching
‘which it justly merits, if -teachers are only
tre to their profession and to themsel-es.

I might pause here, and conclude that.the
claims of teaching to rank as a profession

have been established, were-it not for-cer-

_tain objections which are someétimes urged
against ‘this couclusion. :Among those
;avre: 1. That teachers- do-not- make- the
‘business of teaching permanent; It is

_granted that-this is lamentably true, and

that 1o other cause does so much to destroy

the professional chatacter-of teaching. “The

‘members 0f the other professions, however,

“Tdo -mot always follow that in -which-they

‘engage. Changes, -indeed, -are . quite
'fréquent, and, if-these-changes donot affect
‘the standing of the professions in. which
they. take- place, similar changes, even
‘thoug .. they-be-more numerous, ought not
‘to affect that of teaching.

The chief-cause of these changes - hereto-
‘fore, has been-the insufficiency of thesalary
‘paid teachers. Yousg men .qualifying
‘themselves for law, medicine, and Divinity,
‘were glad-to avail themselves of the busi-
Tess of teaching as a means of procuring
‘the necessary -funds for prosecuting their
studies, and very good teachers they.some-
‘times were; but now that none but properly
qualified_persois can engage -in-the pro-
fession, it is to be hoped that the remunera-
-tion will be proportionably increased; and
that-the changes will diminish-in an inyerse
Besides, this practice of allowing
- others. to make a. stepping stoneofteaching,
is absolutely uujust to the few who are
qualified, and: who love their profession,
and remain faithful to it. It is believed

that this number-is rapidly increasing; and
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