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the very brilliancy of tho liglit with wvhiclî it is brouiglit into contact ivili ail the
more display its hideous deformity and rottenness. Considercd from stnch a
point of vicw 'L, this, heathenismn may be spokun of aU utterly efeA in the first
century-as1, destitute of i'itality an d powver, and as faîst bastening to final extinc-
lion. In such a representation there %vill bo a semnblance of truth so plausible
,m to lead to"tlîe conclusion, that. Polytlîeisrn lbad falleti into a fatiuous state and
lost ils hold over the publiecConscience prior to thie advent of Chrîist. But wve
spprebend tint this is a %vrong method of considerin g the heatlîetuisin of that or
ofany otîter time. The quesqtion to be determined is, IIad the heathenisni of those
days less lîold on the public mind tban il. liad at any tiîno previous 1 Was iL
more ejete in the timne of Christ than in that of Sourates, or in the fiowery
peîlods of Atîtenian history ? We apprebend that an impartial (discussion of

the question, in this point of view, wili lead to the conclusion tîtat the idolatry
nf the tirne.s iimîniediatelv preceding and following tîte bit of Christ wvas mot
le influential, Pither in political atEairs or iii social life, than at any period of
ils history. It is a striking fact that a great part of the litei attire of paganisîn
beb-on&s to, the very time under considerition. Virgil, Hlorace, Ovid (whose
diFasti" is tlie calendes' of paganismn), and otherq, beiong to this petiod. The
temples which liad been neglected or dcstroycd duirig the civil wars wvere now
restoreil by the Emperors in more than their former maýgtiificence. The ridicule
wliieh soine pliilosophiera hieaped uipon the idolatry of thiat tine and the athuism
whieh inany professed, tell no more against tîxe standing of paganisin titan do
aimilar writings and sentiments tell against the Christianity of our owa day.
We are, ihierefore, rather disposed 10 s.bink that boili Jew and Gentile ivere,
when Christiaiiity first appeared, as thorougbly fortified against it as the power
and wit of Satan could render thern. The progress of Cli ristianity is mot, there-
fore, indebted in any degree to the decadence of the puwers of darkness9. Its
own inher-ent strenigt iovereame ail opposition. One stronger than the strong
man arrmed entercd into his bouse aý.J spoilcd bis goods.

The mext two lectures aie by Count de Gasparin on " The Apostles" and
"Thie Apostolical F«tth)ei-." The subjt,ýts receive from, bis hand an able and
caréfîml treatment. AIP'r a brief sketch of the Apostks' hi!story amd labours,
and of the formation f thîe flrst CliurtAi at Jerusaden), lic goes on to enummerate
the elinracteristics of the Cbristian pi inciple in contra-distinction to, that of the
heathier. The for-mer lie describes as aut effui t to do witlotit God, the latter the
direct intercourqe 1 etiveeti the soul and God. ThIe first thimig wvhich stiikes in
the Christian principle lie notes tu bu that iL reL:ogtlises a Sa% ioi ; thc second
thit it requires conversion ; thict Mir that it inaugtiraLes irmdiN idual resporisibil-

it. le foulrth ils Ierrgitiun1 Of the suprceme atithority of the WXord of God;
.id the fil/h tbat it is limitcd to no caste, but is po>pul<îr, addresbing itself to al
mankind. Ile traces thie coi sequences of the CliribsHan lihluiiple out the iindivi-
diiial, thîe family, the Chut cli nnd ,ociety. l i flos further tie graditai declen-
àins froin Chbristian doctrine ai~d piety, vbseirý able ini the wm iings of the Apos-
tolical Fa' biers, among wlih lic cntuîi, rits >al atioti by N orlis of cliarity and
penitence, a priesfhood, amd the~ aitliority of oîail tradition, together with tîto
beginning of otber errors wvhicli afteryards grcat y corrupt, d the Chtireli. On
hiîs point lie says:

What have we to do with thé ieliginn cf the fatlîers-with the religion of the first
cenuris-with the religion of the, tirst councils ? The religion of the apostles.-that
is what, we want. The apostolic model is our fortress; 1 do siot acknoivledge anyIother. The cry of Puseyism is- -the fatiners t The cry of Protestantism is-the
apostlcs 1 Let uis endeavour flot to bc Puseyites. Thec tcndency to imtitaite the Romnislh

*Church is spreading among us. And how docs it sprcad 7 By addiag hsoia


