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ing the recent elections, denounced
the Craft. We take the following
{rom an exchange :—

During the late Dominion elections La
Minerve intimated that certain of the lib
eral candidates were Freemasons, a state.
ment always sufficient to alienate votes in
this province. A E. Poine_r, an advocate
here, the unsuccessful candzdate 'for ’.].‘erre-
bonne, feeling bimself aggrieved, instituted
an action for libel, which is now being
heard before the Police Magistrate.

Father Antoine Gibaud, of St. Sulpice
Seminary, late Professor of Theology, and
one of the best authorities on this subject,
testified as follows:

Q. What is the doctrine of the Roman
Catholic Church on the subject of Free-
masons or other secret societies, and what
is the punishment given by the Church to
Catholics belonging to them ?

A. The Church understands by secret
societies condemned by her, those whose
members are bound by an oath, and those
who have an evil motive in view,—that is to
say, those who are hostile to the Church,
the Government, and society. She con.
demns also those secret societies in which
a compulsory promise or oath is made to
execute all orders given by the headsof the
society. All Catholics are forbidden to
belong to any of these societies under pain
of the most severe punishment. The pen-
alties are these:—His Holiness Pope Pius
IX., in his apostolic decree of the 12th
Qctober, 1869, which is to Catholics the
most authentic and, at the same time, the
most recent order of the Church, included
among those who would be subject to ex-
communication by the sole fact, those who
join the Masonic fraternity, or the Carbonari,
or any such societies. But it was not Pius
IX., however, properly speaking, who first
excommunicated Freemasons. The same
was done by his predecessors, Clement XII.,
Pius VII, and Leo XII, Al that Pius
IX. did was to renew and confirm the
order. The Church in this proviuce had
the same punishment against secret socie-
tiesin gencral and Freemasous in partic-
uler. In fact, & Roman Catholic Freemason
is excommunicated, and those excommuni-
cated are among the number of those in
which absolution is reserved to the Pope.
According to Monsieur de Segar they have
no part in the Church; bave no right to
take part in Mass or other services of the
Gatholic Church; cannot receive the sacra-
ments, and if they remsain in this state
they bave no right to be baried in conse-
orated ground. :

Q. Do you consider that the fact of being
8 Freemason is of & nature to discredit a
Roman Catholic in the Church, as he is in
the opinion of Boman Catholics? A. I

would here distinguish a Roman Catholic
worthy of the name. I believe that the
sole fact of belonging to the Freemasons
would be sufficient to disoredit all Roman
Catholics among such, but among Catholics
who are only Catholics in name I believe
that the feeling is very indifferent relative
to the esteem in which they hold & Roman
Catholic Freemason.

Cross-examined :—Q. Would you include
among secret societies prohibited by the
Church those which bear the nsme of
Freemasons, but have only a philanthropic
motive, and do not take any oath or make
any engagement such as before enumer-
ated ?

A. No, not exactly; but I would consider
such a society very suspicious on seccount
of its name and the vaguuness of ifs aim.

The case is closed, and the public await
judgment with considerable interest.

Bovrespondence.

We do not hold ourselves resp ble for the opins
of our Correspondents.

A LETTER FROM THE NEWLY-
ELECTED GRAND MASTER.

To the Editor of Tue CRAFTSMAN.

Sir,—On my return frcm the northern
portion of Muskoka, after an absence of
several days on post-office business, my at-
tention was directed to & letter which ap-
peared in the “Mail” of the 3rd inst., sign-
ed “A G. L. Rep. of St. Clair District.”

In reply, permit me to say that while I
do not consider a general newspaper the
proper place to discuss Masonic matters, 1
cennot permit the untruthful remarks of
this anonymous slanderer to pass un-
chellenged. I have therefore to state thab
I neither canvassed any brether to vote for
me for the office of Grand Master, nor soli-
cited any other person to do so on my be-
half. I did not form or assist to form any
ticket or combination,and was not consulf-
ed in reference to those brethren whose
names were placed before the Grand Lodge
for election to office, and I deny that I in
any way aided in the defeat of Col. Moffat.
I was in favor of the re-election of Col
Moffat, and although he was not chosen, I
had not changed my mind as to the wisdom
of re-electing him until I heard his speech
after the ballot had been declared. Al-
though I was not & candidate for the office
of Grand Master, I am not aware that I
was called upon to decline the position
after & majority of the brethren had, unso-
licited by me, cast their votes in my favor.
Had I done g0, *A G. L. Rep.” would no
doubt have loudly sounded my praises.

I have not entered into any of the diffi-



