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ing the recerit eleetions, denounced
the Craft. We taire the following
from an exohange :

D)uring the late Dominion elections La
Xfiinerve intimnated that certain cf the lib

,erai candidates were JFreemasons, a state.
,Dent always sufficient te alienate, votes in
this province. A. E. Poirier, au advocate
hiere, the unsuccessful candidate for Terre-
,bonne, feeling himaself aggrieved, instituted
un action for libel, which je now boing
beerdi before the Police Magistrate.

Fathor Antoine Gîbaud, cf St. Sulpice
Seminary, late Professer cf Theology, ýand
eue cf the beet authorities on thîs subjeot,
testified as follOws:

Q. %WVlat je the doctrineocf the Roman
Catiie Church on the subjeet cf Free-
insons or other secret societies, and what
is the punisinent given by the Clhurcli te
catholice beionging te thema?

A. The Churcli understands by secret
societies condemnedl by her, those wçhose
members are bond by an oath, and those
who have an evil motive in view,-that is to
say, those who are hostile te the Çhurch,
the Gevernmerit, and society. She con.
deinus alec those secret Societies in which.
a compulsory promise or oath je made te
execute ail orders given by the heade cf the
society. Ail Catholice are forbiéden te
belong te any cf these societies under pain
cf the maost severe punishinent. The pen-
alties are these:-His Holinese Pope Pins
IX., in bis apostolie decee cf the 12th
October, 18369, which je te Catholice the
inost authentic and, et the saine tirne, the
moat recent order cf the Church, included
among those who would be subject Wo ex-
communication by the sole f act, those 'who
join the Masonie fraternity, or the Carbonari,
or any sech societies. But it was net Pins
IX., however, preperly speaking, who firet
excommunicated Freemasons. The saine
was doue by hie predeceesors, Clement XII.,
Pins VII , and Lee XIII Ail that .pius
IX. did was te renew and confirin the
order. The Church in this province had
the seme pnnishment against secret socie-
ties in gencral and Freernasonts in partie.
nier. in fact, a Roman Cat.holic Freemason
is excommunicated, and those, excommuni-
cet,':d are am(jng the number cf those in
which absolution is reserved te the Pope.
According te Monsieur de Segar they have
no part in the Church; have ne right te
tae part in Mass or other services cf the
Cetholie Church;, can not receive the sacra-
nents, and if they remain in this state
they have ne right te be buried in ceuse-
crated ground.

Q. Do yen consider that the f&ct cf being
a Fresineson je 0f a nature te diecredit a
R~oman Catholic in the Church, as he je in
the opiuion cf Ilom.an Catholice? A. I

would here distinguish a R~oman Catholic
worthy of the naine. I bolieve that the
E(o1e fact of bolongiiig to the Freemasons
would be sufficient to disoredit all Rloman
Catholice anmong sucli, but among Catholios
who are only Catholics in naine 1 believe
that the feeling ie very indifferent relative
te the esteera ini which they hold a Roma±i
Catholie Freemason.

Cross.examined :-Q. 'Would yeninclude
among secret societies prohibited by t1e
Church those which bear the naine of
Freemasone, but have ouly a philanthropie
motive, and do not take any oath. or make
any engagement such as before enumer-
ated ?

A. No, not exactly; but I would consider
such a society very suspicions on s.ccount
of its naine and the vaguuness of its e.im.

The case is closed, and the public await
judgment with considerable interest.

We do r&ot hold ourselves respenable for the opinior8
of car Corre8pondentg.

A LETTER FROM TME NEWLY-
ELEOTED GRAND MASTER.

To the Etditor of TUn Cn».rTsmAN.

SiR,-On my return frein the northern
portion cf Muskoka, after an absence cf
several days on post-office business, my at-
tention was directed te a letter which ap-
peared in the "Mail" cf the 3rd inst., sign-
ed "A G. L. Rep. cf St. Clair District."

In reply, permit me te say that while, I
do net consider a general newspaper the
prepor place te discues Masonic inatters, I
cannot permit the untruthful remaxks cf
this anonymeus elanderer te pass un-
challenged. 1 have therefore to state that
I neither canvassed any brother te vote fer
me for the office cf Grand Master, ner soli-
cited any other persen to do se on my be-
haif. I did net forin or assiat te ferin any
ticket or combination, ana waq net consient-
ed in reference te these brethren whose
naines were placed before the Grand Lodge
for electien te office, and I deny that 1 in
any wvay aided in the defeat cf Col. Meffat.
I was in favor cf the re-election cf Col
Moffat, and althougli he was net chesen, 1
had net changed my mmid as te the wisdom
cf re-electing hum until I heard hie speech
after the ballet had been declared. Al-
thougli I we.s net a candidate for the office
cf Grand Master, I ain net aware that 1
was called upon te dedline the position
after a majority cf the brethren haune
licited by me, caet their votes in my fe.vor.
Had I done se, "A G. L. Rep." would -ne
doubt have loudly seunded my praises.

I have net entered into auv cf the diffi-
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