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who generally mixed with the outer
world and only ocecasionally met in
secret to practise their rites, and it
should be remembered that théy were
always opposed to the general or pub-
lic belief; but the doctrine practised
and uplield by the Idonks was that
sanctioned by the Church and State,
it was the Christian religion and there
was no necessity of any secrecy about
it. The Freemasons of olden times
were obliged to practise their mys-
teries seeretly, because same of their
teachings were not in harmony with
the Ohurch of Rome and the general
belief among the publie.

The mode of adinitting a person {o
membership in a Cloister was cer-
tainly by a different process and cere-
mony than that practiced in a Free-
mason’s Liodge. The Novices for the
order of Monks are not initiated as
we Freemasons initiate a candidate
for our mysteries. The rules of ad-

mission into several of the Monas--

teries or Nunneries are not seoret;
they are in print and can be read,
and will prove that they bear no simi-
larity to Masonic initiation; nor do
the ceremonies bear similarity to those
of our Masonic Fraternity.

I will now resume the evidence
from the history of architecture re-
lating to the old I'reemasons.

The period of building religious
edifices from the time of the edict of
Constantine to the tenth century is
termed the Old Christian Period of
Architecture, during which time the
Basilice of Rome combined with the
Etruscan arch, formed the chief
model for religious edifices; but as
the rage for church building became
general, the architects made various
combinations, and devised new plans,
resulting in a particular sbyle called
the Romanesque, or Roman style; by
othérs it was named the Old Baxon
stylé; and by a fow'even the Byzdn-
tine'style. The.Romans hed, accord-
ing to0' the differentcountries in which.
it was applied, different variations;
in Englend, for instance, it was
termed the Norman style.

. The Romangsque was in use ohiefly
from A.D. 1000 to 1250, and during
that period the Moniks  almost exelu-
isvely monopolized  ‘the oérection of
ecclesiagtical -edifices, while the Free-
masbn Sociéties, espeoially on the
continent of Burope, -occupied a sub-
ordinate positioh; - yet they continued
to plan and work in secret against
the usarped power of the Monks;
while ‘in England, where greater
liberty existed, the old Freemasons
took & more prominent position. The
abuse which tho Monks had made of
the confidence and wealth entrusted
to them, and their change of life,
from that cf piety to-debauchery and
profligacy, created among the people
a gpirit of aversion and opposition.
‘The people began to erect towers,
settle therein, establish- civil com-
murities and improve the achools.

During the twelfth, century symp-
toms of great architectural revolu-
tions had begun to show themselves
in north-western Europe; various
changes were introduced, especially
in the arch, and finally anew style of
architecture arose; one that was
adapted to the Christian religion.
But this change did not originate
from the Monks; if exclusively eman-
ated from the laity; this new style of
architesture was the Gothic or old
German style; it originnted in the
Isle de France and in Paris in the
second half of the twelfth century,
and in the thirteenth cedtury it
spread over all the countries of
Christian Enrope. =~

This was pre-eminent]y & Christian
architecture, its prineplé being, *¢ In-

finity made imaginable.” ‘The eredit

emong the laity for devising this new
and Christian style of architecture,
naturally falls to those WH¢ were con-
stantly eugaged in that art, 4nd these
were the Freemasons; their meniber-
ship was compdsed of men from
varions. counirias; they Weke' Greek,

Italians, French,Geyman and Flemish
.pepple; they Kept seoret thé

tinciples
of their arf, and they Weré* protected
by papal bulls and other privileges,




