
FARMING

A Western Packing Company on the
Bacon tiog.

The following letter fron a Chicagu packing
company tu Te Brecd ra' Ga.:<//t will bc read
with interest by thouse interested in Our export
bacon trade

The best type of bacon pig is long andl rangy ; has a
large percentage of lean nicat, the fat heing white an fiirm,
and nut tuu nîuch ut it. These quaities arc specially tu l'e
fuund in the Yorkshirc and Tamwuîth treeds, the latici
miaking an ideail baron pig, and for tht Iîîpurpose should be
given a preference over all others.

The question of feed is also of importance to anyone who
would raise the best bacon pigs. The alnost exclusive corn-
feeding practised by so many in the Vest nake, too inuch
fat, ard, while corn fed to the above naned brecisî will
make a better bacon than when fed to any other, it should
be varied with mill.feed, barley, oats, peas, etc., which
produce a larger percentage of Iean and also beuer flavorcd
nueat. It is the general use of thesc breeds, togelher with
the varied feeding, that enables the Canadians to obtain
such a large premitum for their pigs over those raised in the
\Vest. If there was a regular supply of such pigs on the
narket.here they would soon come to be appreciated, and
would general'y comnand a premi

Whether it would pay a farumer to raise this class of ani-
niais even at a premiun depends upon how he is situnted
tut obtainung ut gruwing leed am a mnuýieraLc .ust , but ai&
any case the Tamw. -rth will be f un. to make a g.vd tr-.
They are prolific, gentle, and the sows are very goo<
rnothers. If there was a regular run of specialv.fel bacon
pigs ai the Chicago yards, so that packers nuîght have a
regul.r brand uipun a steady suplmqy, Lhere i i , doubt but a
premium s ould be pail f r auch s' -ck

Chicago. Ill.

All packers engaged in the export bacon trade
will auree with this dusbcrytau of what the bacun
hug sh.îould bu. The niajority %ill alsu agr-e that
a pig of th.: Tanmwurth t>pe is wvhat is wanted.
Whether this t> pe is found in the Tamwurth only
Ur in the Yorkshires, Berkshires, or any other
breed, makes ver) little difference st long as the
right kind of hog is produced. WVhat the breeder
and feeder will have tu luk to is a type of hug
that will meet the requirements of the trade and
at the samte timt. return the greatest amnount of
ptofit tu the fariner. The cuntentionà of many
Americans that it will not pay them to give up the
fat, corn fed type of L.og for this more improved
bacon type there are strong gruunds fur. But
their conditions are quite different from what we
have hure. The Aumîerict.ans have a large huin.
niarket of their uwn tu supply, and thetrefre are
to a certain extent mndependent of the Lxpîort
trade. But we n Canada have nîo sut.h market
open to us, and if our bacon trade is to assume
large proportions we must look for an outlet for
our products acruss the Atlantic, wierte the Cuti
petition is nust keen, and wihere it is absulutely
niecessary tu send fur wsard viil> the highest qualhty
of bacon. Therefure, wiether our nei4 hburs to
the south appruve of the bacon type of hug or
not, we must do su if we wishli to secure a market
for our products.

The question of Leed is albu a oiut imputant
Une, and is perhaps a mure serious une fur the
western breeder than the quality of the breed. In
a very large measure the inferur quality of
western bacon is due tu the large extent in whith
corn is fed in the West. W'hile on the other hand
we are largely of the opinion that the superiorquali
ties which Canadian bacun has over the American
are more due to the question of feed than of
breed. It is only during the last few years that
the real bacon type cf hog lias come tu the front
in Canada, and it may be several )ears )et befure
the bacon breeds are in general use in this cuurtry,
as the abuve lutter would iead peuple tu beliese.
The majority of our feeders, however, feed other
grains than corn. In fact, it is only withn recent
years that feeding corn to pigs bas been practised
to any great extent, and that only in a few sec
tions where corn can be grown most successfully.

The feeding of corn to hogs for bacon produc
tion iL, however, a serious mistake. It should
not be fed ait ail for such a purpose. There are
other feeds which, in this country, can be pro
duced just as chcaply as corn, and which will fill
the bill very much better. These are mill feeds,
barley, oats, peas, etc,, and for young pigs, roots,

One can hardly realize the difference tire is be-
tween corn-fed and other bacon till ie has exam-
ined the two together. We had the privilege of
doing su Lately, and there is as much difference
in the quality of the fats in corn-fed bacon and
bacun prudtuced fron other grains as there is bc-
tween day and nîght. White the fat of the bacon
produced frot peas, etc., was firn and soid,
that of the curn-fed bacon was sort, lacked body,
and was as greasy as talluw. The former nught
bu styled the substance, and the latter the shadow,
so quickly does it muelt away when cookng. In
England the difference iii prices obtained for
corn-fed and other bacon amounts to from one to
three cents per pound. This is a sufficient
amount to knock the profit off a shipment of ba..
con, and consequently the packer on this side can
afford to pay a good premiuim for bacon pro
duced front the feeds above mentioned, as he ailso
can for hogs of the true bacon type.

Over-Feeding Breeding Stock.

This subjet.t is retciving suine. attentiun just
tiow aiuung Englisl breeders, and is wurth con-
siderng by our own stockmen. In Great Britain
it semcns tu be mule tnecessary for the breeder tu
exhibit at the leading shows than it dous here, if
lie visises tu du any business. It has been the
practice at ail the leading English shows to hae
shuw aninals, excepting the purely Jairy breeds,
made as fat as it is possible tu make them. Su
much so is this tse case that unless an animal is
fat and wsell ruunded off it dues nut stand much of
a shvw for the prize. ThLe breeder ias cither to
keep his stock at iome if they are in a natural
condition, or to be at a great disadvantage in the
show ring. This unfur;u.nate condition of things
bas been brouglt about largely because prizes have
bocern awardtd tu Lit animal which iii its general
cutline was must pleasinglu the eye rather than that
it cunfurnied tu an) particular type or breed. In
so.ne few cases judges iave ignored the condition
in shich an animal was, and awarded the prize to
the animal conforming most to the character-
istis of the breed in whih it vas shuwn, but in
the majority of instances the judges have gone
with the cruwd and given the prize to the animal
mosut pleasing in general appearance.

Aside fron the fact that iI fulluwmng such a
practice the really best animal miglht not wm the
prize, there is the more serious niatter to bc con-
sidered, that of the effect t..e over-feeding neces-
sar to pruduce a fat animal ias upun ils
breediig prolerties. Many animals of goud pre-
ptent qualties are undvubîtedly runed fur breed-
org purpuses liecause of this )r4ctiLe of user-feed-

iuîg fur the sbhw ring. And especially is this su
ait this seasun of the year, when the veather is
warm. If ail judges ai shuvs woulu judge only
front a breeding standpuint, or frum a standpont
of eunformity tu type or form unly, the difficulty
cumplained of would soon bc overcome. The
agitation .n Great Britain is alung ibis une, and
wsill likely bear fruit before very long.

As far as we are able to judge Canadian breec-
ers are not as much troubled with this difficulty
in connection with preparing show animals as the
English breeders are, yet there is enough of it
on this side to make the question of importance
here. If the purpuse of the show is to bring out
the fattest animal, by al] means give the prze to
the une shuovmîg the greatest amuunt of fat. But
if the putrpuse of the show is tu bring out animais
conforming to certain types or breeds or for breed-
ing stuck, then let the prizes bc gîvei. for the best
animal of these types or breeds whether he bas
been fattened up for the occasion or not. If this
practice were followed entirely we believe that
more breeders would exhibit than is the case at
prescnt. Of course il would not do to ignore
the condition of the animal altogether. But if,
for example, a breeder exhibiting a bull, wcre cx-
pccted to have him in a condition best suited for
se; ... much better results would follow. It
ý.hould not be considpred necessary that in order

to stand a good chance in the show ring an ani-
mal should be carrying a few iundred poutds
more fat than his owner would allow hini to have
if the exhibition were nul ahead of him. If such
were the rule there would he less danger of the
breeding properties of stock being runed when
being fitted up for the show ring.

We are glad to sec that a move ias been made
somewhat along this line by the Provincial Fat
Stock and Dairy Show, though the motive for
domîg so ias nothng to do with the breeding pro-
perties of stock. In the meantime we would
like to iear fron breeders and others in regard to
this question of over.feeding, and if there is a
danger to our breeding stock because of the man-
ner in which judging is donc at the leading faits
of this country.

The Outlook for Wool.

ALIDERMtAN 11A.LAh! ON TH E SITUATION : LOw
PRICES.

Fariers are interested just now as to the out-
look fur wool. In order to obtain accurate mn-
formation in regard to the wool situation, a repre-
sentative of Fasiis, interviewed Alderman John
Halilai, of this city, on the subject recently. As
many of our readers know, Mr. Hallam is one of
the largest exporters of Canadian wools, and is
therefore in a position to speak with authority on
wool matters.

Mr. Haillan thinks the prces for wool are very
low, and the general outlook not very promisng.
The only market for Canadian long wools is the
United States. These wools cannot be used by
Canadian manufacturers profitably. Such bemng
the case, they will have to bc bought up at a prîce
to suit the markets of the Unted States. In the
leadng United States markets common wool is
now selling at from a8c. to 31c. per pound. No
Canadian woui will bring in the United States
markets more than 3oc. per pound. If from this
wc deduct the 12 cents duty imposed by the
American Government, only 18 cents is left, and
frum this must be deducted i cent per pound for
freigit and the expenses of iandhing, which leaves
only 17 cents. Amercan brokers charge 5 per
cent. of the seling pnce (30 cents) for makng
sales, and consequently when everything is taken
misto account there is scarcely 16 cents left for the
dealer here to work on.

Mr. Hallam is now paying 16 cents for-wool,
which accordng to the above is somewhat higher
than the market would warrant. Mr. Hallam
states that the local manufacturers on this side
are taking advantage of the low. pnces to stock up
their warehouses. When they are supplhed he
thinks pnces will be low enough to admit of ex-
portîng beng donc. To make a profit out of ex-
portng wool under present conditions wool would
have to be bougit at S5 cents per pound. Wool
in England, of the same qualîty as our Canadian
wool, is now sellng at from 7%2 d. to 8d. per
pound. Only recently a shipment of Irish wool
was deivered in the United States for 28 cents per
pound duty paid. From this it will be seen that
other countries are experiencng low prnces as weil
as our own.

Mr. Haiiam is of the opinion, and which seems to
be the current opinion also, that the present sea-
son will bc a dragging one, and that unless there
is a marked improvement in the Engish and the
United States markets Canadian wool wili have to
be bought at from 15 cents to 16 cents per
pound. It is thought by some wool experts that the
surplus. of this year's wool will have to be carried
over till the United States is ready to cake it. But
as Mr. Hallam states we have- been dong that for
the past six years, and, therefore, it will not be a new
experience. Unwashed and tub-washed wools
cannot be sent to the United States. The duty
on unwasied wool is i. cents and on tub-washed
24 cents, and current pnces there for these wools
are such that it is imposible to ship them ait a
prof4,
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