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EARLY EEMINISCEN-CES.

At first all went ou doing equally well,
As page after page was gone through

;But before very long it was easy to tell,
As the lessons more difficult grew,

We boys would again have the battle to fight
In a contest between one another

;

So it proved—for the rest were at length put to flicrht
And brother again strove with brother.

"

This time there were three of us, Ansley and you,
And I, sure of conquest again,

Alas
! rather too sure,' for careless I grew

And was soon counted out with the slain.

The struggle went on 'tween the two who remained,
Midst a tumult of hopes and of fears ;.

At length the last word by your brother was gained,
Wliereupon came a few bitter tears

:

I will not say now by whom they were shed.
For the weakness, if weakness it were.

Was instantly lost in the noise that was made
At the close of this brilliant aflTair.

After this we proceeded some lessons to read.
Which appeared to give good satisfaction

;A"d as to owv Ji(j%ires, the judges agreed
We could work them all out to a fraction.

Next the judges examined the progress we'd made
At writing, in coarse hand and fine

,

But at penmunshii) ^^'t^w, e'en as note. I'm afraid
/never was destined to shine.

In awarding the prizes no favor was shown,
For a plan was so skilfully laid,

'^^'^\}^'^ )^'it«-^» remained to the judges unknown
lill their judgment was finally made.

Birt the master's ambition would not rest content
With the common display at Insjiections;

So a drama or play he resolved to present.
In a way that should touch the aflV. tions.

The amateur play-actors n.unbered but three
Himself, Edwin Foster, and I

;

The death of Great Vmar tlie play was to be.
And our best each determined to try.
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