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I'njvc iiiul enhance thcni In nil tht- iirts wliii h his iirtistii ra.'<ti^s,

love of scenery and <-onunan»l of money < ould bring to that

end.

One .siile nl Iii> |»ieii> lakr Ik hid MilTciefl l(» remain f"rin',fed

to the water's eil^^e with tlu' ;;lorioiis old maples, elms and pines

ot* the j)rimeval forest—a sheltering and a heautifiil , lek-ground

—wh le on the gently rising and undulating shore of the other

bank lay the < ultivated grounds ; stretching hack over a wide

extent : interspersed with groves and copses. or<hards and

ortiamental j)lantations, wherever such would most heighten the

effect. The unsightly sjiots, common to every landscape, and.

•ommonly left in their deformity to p.iin the eye, had heen

carefully hidden l>\ fringes of trees ; and the harns and (jut-

houses (generally tinpleasing ohjects) in die same manner were

masked front sight. The fields liordering the shores of the

lake were <ulti\aled in die water's edge, with no ragged and

u?>sightly ratige of hushes ohstruding the view ; hut the smcioth

grassy slopes met the water, with here and there a tree, or an

effective cojjse to adorn and guard them from sameness.

The property, which under the ruthless and wholesale de-

struction of the forest (swee|)ing away every tree with hand

that seems to hate— that too often marks the progress of the

Canadian settler), would liave heen hut a hare clearing, resem-

l)led a handsome and well laid out park.

On a gentle eminence near die heati o\' the lake, sheltered

hy the |)ictiires(|uely-wooded heights adjacent—with its lawns,

gardens and ornamental grounds running down to the water

—

stood the house, a large, handsome and comfortable structure,

which looked ])retty and homelike surrounded with its trellised

and vine-covered verandah; with its Inndsome conservatory,

well-kept walks and bright gardens.

Lake Mordaunt, as its owner had named his jjroperty, had

been so extensive a purchase that it still remained, as it were.

en\elopc<l in its own anricnt forests, so that the nearest neigh m


