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CHAMPLAIN'S EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ONON-
DAGAS IN 1615.

N the year1615, there dwelt on the south-eastern
shore of Lake Huron, between Lake Simcoe
and .the Georgian Bay, a nation of Indians
who were called in their own language, "Wen-

dats," or "Wyandots," and by the French "Hurons."
There is no record of their having been visited by the
white man prior to the above date. In the same year,
the Sieur de Champlain, the Father of French colonization
in America, who had entered the St. Lawrence in 160&
and founded Quebec five years later, ascended the river
Ottawa as far as the Huron country-Le Caron, the Fran-
ciscan, having preceded him by a few days only. These
adventurous pioneers were seeking, in their respective

spheres, and by concurrent enterprises, the one to explore

the western portions of N.ew France, and the other to

establish missions among the North American Indians.

The Hurons and their Algonkin allies who dwelt on the

COawa, being at that time engaged in a sanguinary war

with the confederated Iroquois tribes south of Lake On-

tario, persuaded Champlain to join them in an expedition
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