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The Heavens in November

By Professor Eric Doolittle,—Astronomer of the University of Philadelphia.

006000000000 00

00000000000000000000000007 ............O'....................’..Q....‘.......,.

The evening sky is now slowly
changing its aspect as the faint autumn
stars give place 1o the brilliant constel-
lations of winter. The most striking of
all the groups now visible is the beau-
tiful ‘Taurus, or Bull, which with the
Pleiades apd Hyades is well up in the
east. Below this may be seen Gemini,
or the Twins, the second of the bril-
liant winter groups, which now is ap-
pearing above the ground in the north-
east. Above Gemini shines out the
beautiful Capella, a magnificent white
star which emils 260 times as much
light as our own sun. This is the
brightest star of the little group Auriga,
or the Wagoner, though in early days

moon moves about the earth, the time
occupied in making the complete cir-
cuit being 128 years, and the size of the
orbit being almost exactly equal to that
of the planet Uranus about our sun.
Theé faint pair is also slowly pursuing
an immense orbit about the great dis-
tant sun A, just as the earth and moon
revolve about our sun. The time oc-
cupied in this journey camnot be told
exactly, but it certainly is to be reck-
oned in thousands of years. The most
remarkable fact about this great sys-
tem of three revolving suns is still to
be mentioned. This is that the high-
est sun, A, i8 rushing through space
at the inconceivable velocity of 2,000

Fig. 1=The Constellations at 9 P. M., Novémber 1.
i ;

its frmed a constellation by itself call-
ed Capra, or the Goat. In spite of its
beauty it was supposed to have a bale-
ful influence, foretelling rains and
‘storms and hence it was named the
Rainy Coat star, Thus Aratos wrote:

. “Capella’s course admiring landsmen

«trace,
But sailors hate her inauspicious face.”
The interesting group Sagittarius,

which has been with us’all summer,
has now completely disappeared in

the west, and Capricornug and Aquar- |

lus are closely following it. This is
the best time of the year to trace out
the faint, little-known groups; Aries, or
the Ram, Pisces or the Fishes, and
Cetus, the Whale, for these are now

due south and higher yp in the sky-

than during any other month. It may
be mentioned that en November 9th,
the moon will pass between us and the
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Fig. 3—A Double Star, Showing the
Flattened Orbit.

little star at Kin Pisces; the star will
disappear behind the moon at & min-
utes past 9 in ‘the evening and reap-
pear at half past 10.

To the east Cetus will be found the
very large and important, though faint
constellation Eridanus, or the River,
which includes all of the stars between
Cetus and Orion. The River consists
of two branches, only the upper one of
which is completely visible north of
Philadelphia. = The branch starts near
the beautiful Rigel at B) and flows to
the point C; the s6uthern branch,
‘which is much larger, begins at C and
flows far to the south, ending near the
very bright star Alchernar, at A. The
two branches together make up the
longest constellation in the sky; to
the ancients, however, it was still long-
er, for, being unable to see the South
Pole of the heavens, they regarded the
southern branch as flowing on with-
out end. The celestial River was by
some identified with the fabled Ocean
River of Homer which flowed around
the earth; others regard it as the ce-
lestial image of the Nile or Euphrates,
and this is the more probable origin,
for among the ancients the belief was
widespread that the Nile and Eu-
phrates were but different parts of
one great river. The old manuscripts

;| into our system?

from which they were supposed to have
been thrown out being the group of
stars at N. The southern one of the
two stars at O is a remarkable triple
star whose appearance in a moderately
large telescope is shown in Fig 2. The
bright star A, which is the lowest of
the two stars in Fig 1, is a great sun,
| many times larger than our own sun,
and to the right of this may be seen
even with a small telescope, a blue,
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i Fig. 2—A Triple Star.

! tenth magnitude companion B, With
| a large glass B is seen to have a small
| companion of its own. This compan-
iion is moving about B, just as the
| million miles a year, or 8,500 miles a
{ second, carrying the faint pair of suns
| with {t.

‘What is the cause of this enormous
motion ? If it continues, then ‘cer-
tainly in the course of ages this little
group will pass completely through
our. universe of visible stars, and
emerge into the unknown void beyond.
Is our universe drifting through space,
and has it encountered and enveloped
this little group as a drifting cloud
might overtake and envelop a bird in
the air? Or has the group itself run
It the latter is so,
what started the group in its rush
through space and is there any con-
ceivable force now acting which will
ever stop it?

The astronomers do not attempt to
answer these questions. So far as is
known, each one of the innumerable
host. of stars is moving. Thus motion
alone calls for no explanation; it is as
natural to a body as rest. Could it
ever be found that a single star is in
absolute rest then 'an explanation of
what brought it to rest would be quite
as necessary as an explanation of what
started another star into motion, This

Fig. 4—A Double Star Orbit,

Fig. 5—~The Development of a Double
Star.

added the figure of a venerable river
god lying on the surface of the stream.

By starting a little to the north ‘of
Rigel, at B, Fig 1, the observer will
probably have little difficulty in trac-
ing out the northern branch of the
river. As the evening hours go on,
the constellation will rise higher up in
the sky until by 11 o’clock, to one who
is as far south as Philadelphia, the
brilliant star Alchernar, at A, will rise
Just above the ground, remain visible
for a few moments and then set a few
degrees west of where it rose. This
star is nearer the South Pole of the
heavens than any other which can be
seen in this latitude.

The little pair of stars at O is of
much interest. These were the Ostrich
Egg Shells to the Arablans, the nest

| much, however, can be said. There

are stars whose motion is so rapid that
the pulling back on them of all the
stars of our universe can never stop
them. Therefore they will certainly
leave our universe of stars altogether;
what they will encounter afterward
in the course of countless ages no man
can tell.
Double Stars.

The little pair of stars at B, Fig 2,
are believed to be a Very old system.
Conmected with the star H, Fig 1, there
is an exactly similar pair which is
also believed to be very old, and so
also is the star at R, Fig 1. The paths
in which each of the companions to
these stars move are shown in Figs. 3
and 4. Capella, however, which iz also
a close double star, is believed to have
proceeded but a little way in its de-
velopment. How do astronomers esti-
mate the comparative ages of these
double stars ? -

Very briefly, the history of the evo-
lution of a double star system is sup-
posed to be this. The great nebulous
masses scattered through space are
slowly contracting together under the
force of their own gravitation. As they
shrink they grow continually hotter,
and also- begin to rotate, turning
around faster and faster the smaller

'| Fig. 6—~Double Nébulas as They Appear

they grow. A time may therefore come
when the swifty rotating mass beging
to tear apart taking first a pear-shaped
figure (Fig. 5), and finally separating
into two distinct masses, one of which
moves around the other in an almost
circular orbit, the two masses being so
close together that they almost graze
one another. This i8 believed to be the
present condition of Capella.

The two revolving bodies are hnot
solid, and hence their pull on one an-
other distorts them into elongated,
lemon-shaped figures. This elonga«
tion does three things. First, it con-
tinually pushes the bodies further
apart. Second, it lengthens the time
occupied by the companion in journey-

in a Large Telescope.

1g around (its orbit, and finally, it
radually changes the form of this or-
it itself from an almost circular path
) a very much flattened omne, So that
ilen we see a pair of faint stars, one
¢ which is moving slowly around the
ther ih a long, narrow curve, we con=
.ude that the development of the sys-
>m has been going on .for ‘a. great
nany ages. When, on the other hand,
7e see a pair of stars which are very
iear together and in which the path
s almost eircular we conclude that the
volution of the system has, compara-
ively speaking, only just begun. It is
n this way that a very little of the
ast and future history of the stars
yecomes known.to us.
ERIC DOOLITTLE.
[ ]

A BOSTON JOKE. 1

The professor had been spmmoned as
an expert witness in a case involving the
swnership of a tract of coal land,

“1 will ask you, professor,” sald the at-
torney for the prosecution, ‘‘if the geolo-
glcal formation of this land corresponds
with the published data pertaining. there:
to?”

“It does, siry”” he answered.

“You have thoroughly read up the geol-
ogy of the tract in question?’

*I hayve not.”

‘“You have mnot?”

“No, sir.”

“I" ask the jury to notice that the wit-
ness flatly contradicts “himseélf.. Now, sir,
If you haven't read up the geology in-
volved in this case, why do you pretend
to know anything at all about it?’

“Because, sir,”’ said the professor, “in
studying geological formations it is my
Invariable custom to read down.”

*‘Silence in the court room!’
2d the judge.”—Chieago Tribune,
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WHEN A SORE WON'T HEAL

Becauge of it power to heal raw, flam-
ing flesh, to allay the inflatemation and
‘top the dreadful itehing, Dr. Chase'’s
Ointment ‘has a world-wide reputation. 17
you have become discouraged by the fail
ure of other treatments -gﬂt Dr. Chage's
Ointment to the test, Idke thomsamnds  of
others you will be surprised and delighted
with the results.

thunder-

A RUSSIAN SKETCH.

Translated from the Russian of Vladi-
mir Doroschewics.

“The Emperor is ill!”

These words were whispered all over
the palace. ° The court poet hurriedly
wrote @ poem to weicome the successor,

“Permit us to tell you the whole
truth, oh, consolation of humanity!”

- Ypeak," said the Emperor.

“You are the Son of Heaven,” the
court physician said, “‘but today is a
bad day for you; you have spoiled your
stomach.”

The Emperor was surprised.

“But how? I have taken no nourish-
ment but my nurse’s milk. I have used
360 nurses in as many months, but noth-
ing like this has ever happenui to me be-
fore. Wiho has overfed my nurse? This
must be investigated thoroughly.”

It was proved, however that the
murse had eaten only the finest and most
nourishing foods.

“Maybe she was sick when she came
here from her home,” the Emperor ex-
claimed, furiously. “Have the guilty
ones who selected her decapitated .at
once.”

The guilty ones were decapitated.

The Emperor sent for the nurse,

\ “Why is your milk unclean?” he asked
sternly.

“I came from the province of Pes-
chili, of which province it has pleased
you to make the mandarin Chu-Ni gov-
ernor. He sold our house and kept
money bécause we did mot pay tribute
to him as he ordered. He murdered
my father and threw my mother into
jail. And that ‘is the way ‘he treats
everybody. I must cry when I think
of it, and, therefore my milk is spoiled.”

The Emperor was highly indignant.

“Call together my advisers,” ' he
shouted.

And when these had come he cried:
*Find me an honest man,”

An honest man was called and imme-
diately went to Peschili, taking with
him 100 experienced spies,

Three months went by and still the
honest man and his 100 spies were busy
investigating, but at t‘x‘x)e end of the
fourth month he returned and prostrated
himself before the Emperor, saying: ,

“If there is any place in the world,
O, Son of Heaven, which deserves your
pity, it is the province of Peschili. Efen
a man with a heart of stone must cry
at the sight of all this misery. Every-
body goes begging and no one can give
anything becanse they are all beggars.
The houses have all been destroyed, the
rice fields are deserted, not because the
people are lazy, but because the Man-
darin Chu-Ni has robbed them of every-
thing. In the courts there is no Justice
—who pays is given the judgment.”

The Emperor buried his face in his
‘hands as & sign of relief.

“I ‘must think before I order what

is to be done in this terrible affair.”
t  And he pondered over it for two days,
At the end of the second day the ¥Wm.
peror seated himself upon his ihrone
and called together his whole court.
Then he spoke thus:

“The Proyince of Peschili is in a
terrible condition, therefore it is my
imperial will and command that no
nurse for the Emperor be selected from

Annual Meeting
8. P. C.A. Society

Intereqﬁnu Proceedings at Ses-
sion Held Friday Evening In
. City Hall.

‘Reports Show Good Work Belng
Done — Lethal) Chumber
Arranged For,

The ninth annual meeting of the Brit-
ish Columbia Society for-the Preveuntion
of Cruelty to Animals was held in the
city hall Friday eveniug, A:fair num-
ber of n.embers were present. H.
Helmcken occupied the chair .and on
the platform with him were His Honor
Sir Henri Joly dae Lotbiniere, Hon, Mr.
Justice Martin, the Bishop of Columbia,
and Capt. Clive Phillipps-Wolley. = Let-
ters of regret at being unable to attend
were read from Hon. R. Mc¢Bride, Hon.
F. G. Fulton and Mayor Barnard.

The treasurer’s report showed a bal-
ance on hand of $120.30. During the
year the total amount collected was
3670180 and the expenditures amounted
to $541.50. :

The Lethal Chamber

A. J. Dallain, on behalf of the com-
mittee which was appointed to make ar-
rangemeuts for the lethal chamber re-
ported that the chamber would be in
operation next week. Considerable dif-
ficulty had been experienced in secur-
ing a site, but they had finally decided
on a lot belonging to the city on Pan-
dora street. & chamber is 8 feet by
4 feet and 8 feet high, and will accom-
mogate 156 dogs. It has been construct-
€d at a cost of $120, leaving $60 for
contingencies. ;

His Homor the - Lieutenant-Governor
was called on to'move the adoption of
three reports. In écing so His Hoior
desired to confine himself to one ques-
tion which appeared to him to be the
most important, and ‘that was that dur-
ing the last year 185 charges had been
laid and *in the year just closed the
number had been greatly reduced, which
went to show that'theé society is doing
good work and the citizens are commenec-
ing to realize that they must endeavor to
be more humane or the officers of the so-
ciety will be after them. He also drew
attention to the necessity of educating
the. children in an endeavor to teach
them to treat dumb animals with res%ect.
It was most important that the boys
especially be taught 'to realize that if
they intend to become good mien they
should respect dumb animals. If the
boys can be inducéd to treat the animals
with respect the society will have done
& great service to the community. He
took great pleasure in moving the adop-
tion of the, report,

- The Youngest Member

Bishop Perrin was pleased to be giv-
en the or portunity o second the motion.
The report was a very full one. If the
citizens rend it théy would see that ‘the
society was doing good work. He was
sorry to hedt that'it was mecesmr(yi to
have a lethal oh,a.;?nber to destroy. dogs,
but as it was A much more humane
method than that at present used they
were bettering the pause. Kindness to
dumb animals wag the first thing the
citizens should léarn,” and it should be
practiced more in, Victoria, He con-
sidered that the ering of dumb amni-
mals ih théir wild stdte was nothing com-
pared to that of & Homesticated animal.
which was receivéd with eruelty at ev-
ery turn, The soeléty shonld endeavor
to make those people who have dumb
animals take bettér’care of them. He
was very pleased th be able to gay, in
following “the lines' set down by His
Honor, that he will be able to efiroll
one of the youngest members that - has
ever “applied for admission into the so-
ciety.  He ho that he would be able
to see him raised in conformance with
the prineiple whith had been . advo-
cated by those who had already
spoken.

Big Game Men. More Humane

Capt. Clive Phillipps-Wolley was in
favor of the adoption of the report.
He had gone to: the meeting loaded for
bear, but had found ladies. He had
expected to see a -large number of
young men spresent, and was rather
disappointed at sueh a small repre-
sentation of. the male sex. The signs
of the times show that the big game
hunter is also becoming more humane
in his methods. This class of men are
rapidly ®ecoming extinct. The hunter
is now carying a camera instead of a
rifle. One of the best known big gamé
hunters of British' ‘Columbia had on
his last trip carried a camera, with
whieh he had secured a large number
of very good photographs of wild ani-
mals ‘in their native element. He
pointed out that the construction “of
the lethal chamber' was an absolute
necessity, as many animals had to be
destroyed on account of disease and
old age. He desired specially to call
attention to a few points, the first of
which was the scandal that is at pres-
ent disgracing Victoria as a sporting
centre. It has always been well known
that Victoria was considered the best
sporting town on the coast. This repu-
tation has of late been somewhat de-
stroyed by some one who is too mean
.to live. He referred to the dog poison-
er. One who appeared to have a mo-
tive had been doing this dirty busi-
ness for some time past. This man
was a disgrace.to the community, and
should be hounded out of the place.
He instanced a case. where a resident
in his neighborhood who owned two
valuable setters, both of whom had a
litter of puppies, which .had been
poisoned in their kennels. “If I were
judge,” sald Mr. Wolley, “I would hang
a man for that offence. It will be a
sorry man that ever comes before me
a8 a magistrate on this charge. I
would fix him, if I Jost- my job the
next day.”

Another case was where a hunter
had been shooting his brother hunter,
under the mistaken® idea that he was
an animal of some description. The
man who shoots without knowing what
he shoots at, is guilty of taking two
\chances. The first is that it is a hu-
man being, and the other that it is
some animal other than what he
thought it was. Another thing is
shooting with a pit lamp. Mr, Wolley
referred to the case where H. Mon-
teith was injured and his' dog shot by
some person who was using a pit lamp,
who, after he had fired, had run away.
No better fate could have been meted
out to this man than to ‘shoot him as
he ran. He desired to enter his pro-
test against such sport, and would ask
all those with any influence at all to
use it to prevent such action as this.

ducate the Children

Rev. Mr. Gladstone was heartily in
favor of the report and pleased at the
manner in which the goeciety was car-
ried on. He was interested in any-
thing which was connected with sport,
but he thought all sport should be hu-
mane. He agreed with the former
speakers. that the children should be
educatad to respect dumb animals, The

that province.”
L ]

first spirit of gentleness is kindness,

and "that shoul@ be practiced by all
people to dumb animals,

Rev. E. G. Miller, the next speaker, |

desired to add his volice to the ad-
visability - of influencing the children.
He considered that gince the effort
that had been made through the
schools. had failed, that the next trial
should be made - throligh the Sunday
school. He would suggest that the
teachers shquld be the organizers. He
also consented to assist in any way to
enlist the assistance of the children.
The society is a royal one and doing a
royal work, not because it has as a
member His Gracious Majesty. the
King &nd Her Most Excellent Majesty
the Queen, but because in serving the
Creator to protect His flocks they were
serving the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords,
) Furious Driving

A.:E. McPhillips, K. C., did not de-
sire to go over the ground already
covered, but could not refrain from
adding his words of praise towards
the good work done by the society.
During the last few weeks he had seen
& number of cases of cruelty which he
had reglected to0 report. He referred
to the action of the drivers of certain
butcher carts, who were in the habit
of driving very rapidly, and would stop
at a residence and pull the horse up
tight, practically putting it in a vice.
He had spoken to some of the owners
of the horses, who had told him that
if a complaint were made direct, they
would see that the complaint would
not occur again.

#_ Shooting on Sundays

Hon, Mr. Justice Martin was then
requested to address the meeting. He
had been requested by the executive
committee to submit a resolution pro-
hibiting shooting on Sundays. He
stated that in nearly every section of
Canada and in some parts of British
Columbia there were laws that pro-
hibited shooting on Sundays. He had
gone into the matter very ecarefully,
and had been, assured ~ by residents
from other sections of the Dominion
that this was a fact. In some parts of
the Dominion where the game laws
do not affect the hunting, it is stopped
by the Sunday Observance Act.' He
could not understand how it was that
game was prohibited in some pertions
of the mainland and not on the island.
One reason for the protection of the
game is that it is a valuable asset, and
much is being done by the large tran-
sportation companies to protect it.
Mr. Dennis has written to Premier Mc-
Bride with-a view té more stringent
regulations. ' He stated that honor was
due to Hon. F. G. Fulton, who, when
requested - to 'declare an open season
for quail, declined to open the season
on a BSunday. He considered . that
great credit should be given Mr. Ful-
ton for this.- He moved:

“That, whereas in England, as well
as in most if not all provinees of Can-
ada, the killing.of game on Sundays is’
prohibited; ¥

“And, whereas, in some portions of
this province game is partly protect-
ed, but in -other portions there is no
protection:

“Be -it: therefore resolved, that the

time has come, both in the interest of
bumanity and “of true sport, when
game and animals of this province
should receive the like general pro-
tection as is given them elsewhere;
" “And be it further resolved, that .a
copy of this resolution be sent to all
members of the legislature, with the
request that they give the society their
suppert to secure the necessary am-
endments to the existing Game Protec-
tion “Act? . o, o .

The resolution was carried.

The following officers were
elected for the ensuing year: Presi-
dent, A. J. Dallain; vice-president,
Hon.- Mr. Justice Martin;. counsel,
Lindley Crease: veterinary surgeon,
Dr. Hamilton; treasurer, Dr. Holden;
executive committee, Rev. Baugh Al-
len, C. M. Cameron, W. Curtis Samp-
son, Rev. B. G. Miller, and C. E. Red-
fern; honorary .secretary, F B. Kitto.

It was decided to request His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor to become a
life patron of the society, after which
the meeting adjourned.

then

Annual Report

The committee of this branch of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals are very thankful that they
are permitied to present to their sub-
scribers and the public their ninth
annual report.

Your committee were somewhat un-
decided as to whether it were better
to present in as succinct and short a
manner as possible the somewhat in-
evitably dry details of the work this
branch has actually been doing in this
place, or whether we should widen our
horizon and present the view of the
work that is being accomplished .in
other fields of the societies’ operations,
‘We have decided to present the report
inclining to the latter course. )

Being affiliated with the great Eng-
lish society and having constant inter-
course with the American socleties, it
seems to us a duty to consider briefly
the trend of thought, which is the
sympathetic bond between us; and if
we interpret this aright, it is that
we should endeavor more and more to
acquire a better’ understanding of
what we generally call “the lower ani-
mal creation.”

There are many indications that the
general heart of man {is being prepared
to accept it as God’s truth that cruelty
to animals is sin. A great change of
opinion is taking place and there is
certainly a visible advance in legisla-
tion and public sentiment on the sub-
Ject.

It is being recognized that in vari-
ous ‘degrees, and in the same way as
human beings, animals can think, re-
flect, deliberate, understand and even
reason, and are actuated by many
emotions and passions similar to those
of man;- and when the feeling be-
comes general that animals are of a
like essence with mam, people will no
longer treat them as entities without
rights.

That we, have progressed thus far
is almost entirely due to the work of
the 8. P. C. A. throughout the world.
‘We should mention here that we have
received most instructive literature
from the French 8. P. C. A., and also
papers and a report from a Japanese
S. P. 'C. A, which unfortunately we
can neither read ourselves nor to you.
The progress that is going on through-
out the world easily centres itself
around a few great names which are
very much in our thoughts at the
present time.

Two names amongst women must
be -honored first—Her late Majesty
Queen Victoria, who, before she came
to the throne and during her long
reign gave all the weight and moral
support of her position to aid the
soclety, and that aid was very sorely
needed in its early days. The other
lady is Baroness Burdett-Coutts, who
still' lives verging on her 100 years of
life as keenly interested in the work
as ever.

Thé other names are Lord Erskine,
Mr. Martin, John Colam, in England;
and Henry De Bergh and G. T. Angell
in  America.

Of late, both in the English and
American papers of -the society, vivid
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pictures have been given us of the
difficulties involved in a prosecution.
In the first case brought before the
court under the Martin Act, the ill-
used donkey was brought into court.
A magistrate would be very much
shocked if such a s8cene should be
enacted in ‘the present day.

‘We, have just lost from active ser-
vice that great secretary of the Eng-
lish society, Mr. Colam, who has given
his life to the work of the S. P. C. A.
and now retires at the age of 79 after
456 years’ work.

‘We rejoice that great men are com-
ing to the front and pleading the
cause of the animal creation.

At the 1904 hospital Sunday Arch-
deacon Wilberforce preached an ad-
mirable sermon in which he denounced
“vivisection” with his usual force of
language. In one part of the sermon
he said that even if this degrading
empiricism were not destined to be de-
stroyed, as assuredly it is, it will be
the laughing stock of future genera-
tions. y i

The noblest attitude would be to re-
fuse a physical benefit, at the cost of
cowardly selfishness and cruelty.

He begged those who listened ‘o
him to contribute to whichever col-
lection they preferred, or to both.

Now, mark: The collection taken
was only £26,1083 for the General Hos-~
pital Fund, and for the Anti-Vivisec-
tion Hospital £163 3s 3d.

In the field of literature many writ-
ers of the present day—Sir John Lub-
bock, Roberts, Seton Thompson, Kip-
ling, and others, are doing noble work
on the same lines, and forcing upon
our attention this sense of our moral
obligation to the lower animal crea-
tion.

Teaching the Young.

The committee feel that unless more
attention is given to this phase of the
society’s work, the best part of it is
being left undone. At the annual
meeting of the R, 8. P. C. A. in Eng-
land, the Duke of Portland said: “As
regards the education and training of
children in the habit of kindness to
animals, I do not think it possible to
over-estimate the importance of the
work being done, and which has been
done for many years past, and which
I also hope most sincerely will be con-
tinued for many years to come. And
I think you will realize the good work
which is done when you remember
there are 6,000 schools in London, in
which the children have their minds
filled and charged with the principles
of humanity, the result of which I
trust will be shown in years to come.”

In America the work is being carried
on upon even a greater scale. There
are at this present time 64,000 Young
People’s societies,. and they increase
at the rate of 250 a month.

This matter has been brought for-
ward by your committee persistently
for years past. If “prevention is bet-
ter than cure,”’it is certainly better to
teach children to be kind than to pun-
ish'them when they have grown up for
being cruel..

This committee is prepared to go 'a
very long way by providing illustrated
lectures on animal life, and by dis-
seminating useful literature. This is
a matter in which ladies in different
parts of the district could work very
nobly.

The Horse Parade.

Your committee considered that to
induce owners of horses to give them
the West attention and to use proper
harness, and more especially to bring
the unnecessary . cruelty. of the.check-
rein more under consideration, was
one of the most important functions
of this society.

By permission of the “Horse Parade
Committee” the committee decided to
present a cup for the best horse or
horses, driven with the most humane
harness the ‘check-rein to be barred.’

The showing of horses on that occa-
sion would have been a pride to any
city, the only regret is that the so-
ciety had not at its disposal sufficient
funds to give more than a single
prize. ;

The barring of the check-rein gave
rise, you will remember, to consider-
able newspaper correspondence, which
has done a great amount of good, and
we are pleased to say that when the
great New York society were made
acquainted with what we were doing,
they were most interested, and in
their excellent periodical “Our Animal
Friend” they took up the question, and
by this means gave our humble en-
deavors a very great degree of notice.

The winner of the society’s cup was
Mr. Mitehell, who had constantly
driven his horse with a leathern bit
and no overhead check. We longed
for another prize, which would have
gone to William McKeon, but after
much consultation it was decided that
he did not quite fulfil the conditions.

The overhead check-rein is illegal
in England. The Duke of Portland
makes the following remarks with re-
gard to the bearing rein, which is in-
finitely less cruel than the check-rein:

“I do mot for one moment believe
that its abuse arises from any wilful
desire to cause. pain or discomfort to
the horses which wear it; but I can-
not help being of opinion that it arises
from crass_ ignorance, or a mistaken
idea of smartness on behalf of the
coachman who drives, or on behalf of
those who own the carriage to which
the horses rigged up with this instru-
ment of torture are hamessed. I wish
such would-be smart people could
only realize how intensely vulgar their
horses look when turned out in this
manner, and I do not think they would
be muck edified by the remarks, if
they could hear them, which are made
by those who understand what a car-
riage and horses should look like, whan
they come across gagged up horses,
staring into the skies instead of being
able to look before them in a natural
manner, in order to see where to put
their feet, as is the proper way for a
horse to go. In my humble opinion,
and I am sure you will agree with me,
distorted nature can never look
beautiful, it can only appear grue-
some, vulgar and commonplace.

The Cases Prosecuted and Attended to.

The cases dealt with are not quite
80 numerous as in former years, being
one hundred and five; but this is as
it should be. It shows there is a
wholesome deterrent effect in the
knowledge that any case of cruelty
is almost certain to come to the mnotice
of, and'be dealt with by this society.
When we get further away from the
city there we find cases of greater
cruelty, which we are not adequately
able to deal with. For long journeys
into the country mean time and ex-
penses, and we have little time and
less money, and we have been very
much restricted in this work through
not having the assistance of a special
constable, whose services could be ob-
tained at very little cost to the so-
ciety. « i

Some cases have been kept out of
court which it may be thought should
have been prosecuted, but you must
trust us for the reasons for not taking
such action, and we prefer to err on
the side of leniency. We may give
the examples:

A man took his master's horse out

of the stable on Sunday, and left it
for hours tied up in the pouring rain,
while he was drinking in a saloon
The horse was untied on our receivi
the information, and taken to a 1
stable. Another left his horse in (h.
snow and cold, and without any f
or protection. When it was discovered
by some farmers, put under cover ane
fed, it was too far gone, and died
cold and starvation,

We prosecuted Nathan Rowdon for
slinging his horse to a beam in
stable, so that it could not lie doyw
it was quite without food. The s0-
clety provided it at once with What
was necessary. The horse was so fa;
gone that it had to be shot. At tha
instance of the society the man
let go on suspended sentence.

At Salt Spring Island, on the report
being sent up that a cat had been
nearly roasted alive, at the request of
the society the case was investis
and the Chinaman who was g1
was fined $15.

The most difficult case we have haq
to deal with was at Saanich, where we
found several head of cattle, some be-
longing to a man named Moulg, and
the remainder in the possession of the
sheriff. The cattle were fed by thig
society for many days at a cost of
$31. Mould after a long hearing was
found guilty and fined $25.

The case as against the sheriff was
taken into court, not because he had
intended cruelty, but the society
thought there had. been neglect and
that he should have charged the estate
with proper provision for the cattle,
and we wished to make a test as to
the position of the sheriff and the so-
ciety in such a case. The prosecu-
tion was not further proceeded with,

The costs of this case, not counting
loss of a great deal of time, came al-
together to about $50. The society
was sure whatever might be the oyt-
come, that the first duty was to rescye
the starving cattle. We acted under
the best possible legal advice, and it
was decided not to press for the re-
covery of the amount expended; but
it goes without saying that the scanty
amount of money at our disposal

ould not allow us to take up many
such cases.

The Financial Position.

The receipts are somewhat in ex-
cess of last year; we are still con-
siderably behind the previous year.

The treasurer’s report will more
fully explainr this. The prosecution
for the case of starving cattle at
Saanich cost ‘us $50. .

We printed 500 copies of the Laws
By-laws which were all posted out
free. These cost us $50. The prize
at the horse parade cost $20. So we
went beyond ordinary expenditure by
about $120, but by restricting ex-
Denses in other ways we have only
exceeded last year's expenditure by
about $42.

We know that many of our regular
subscribers have .mot been asked, in
fact it is impossible for one collector
iol ct:ovet the whole of our large dis-
rict.

One lady for the last two years has
collected for us at Oak Bay, and we
very much appreciate this service. If
a few ladies would undertake the same
office in outside districts, it would
greatly relieve the general collection.

The Assistance Rendered

When we review the past, whatever
our cause of regret, we have very
much to feel thankful for, On the
platform . tonight we recognize those
whayedr after year ‘have stood by
us. and spoken for the society; and
this audience represents all those who
stand for this cause, who not only
give a dollar ana think they have
done their duty, but these friends
represent the principle for which we
are contending.

The legal profession has given con-
sistent and ample proof of its willing-
ness to assist us. Mr. Lindley Crease
has for all the years we have worked,
both by advice in committee and also
by prosecuting our cases, placed the
society and the community under a
debt of gratitude. Hon. Mr. Justice
Martin not only subscribes liberally
to our fund, but gives us his advice
gn committee, of which he is a mem-

er.

When the most difficult case oc-
curred, and Mr. Crease, for family rea-
sons, could not then attend to it, we
turned to Mr. Higgins to take up this
case. He spent much time, and was
in court two days over it. When we
asked him for his charges, he said he
gave his  work cheerfully to help the
society; “there were no charges,” and
we have had the same kindly expres-
sions. of help from others.

The press are always ready to aid
us, and we are. very grateful, for you
will see that our work would hardly
effect anything if we could not give
it publicity.

The attorney-general, whoever has
held that office, has always rendered
valuable assistance, and investigated
difficult matters in districts which we
could not easily reach.

he police, both provincial and ecity,
spare no pains in taking hold of any
matter we bring before them; and we
are very much dependent upon them
for their good services.

If we have regretted that some
whom we think should support us, and
apparently do not consider the animal
creation has any claim on them, it
only brings out in bolder relief the
generosity of the better thinking pub-
lic, without whose assistance we
should aécomplish nothing, and with
whose more generous support we
could accomplish still more.

—_—
BURNED UP.

wag

A certain merchant of Baltimore, who is
well known for his philanthropic spirit,
was approached one day by an Irishman,
formerly in his employ, who made a
touching appeal for financial assistance,
Baid he: )

“I trust, sor, that ye’ll find it conveni-
ent to help a poor man whose house an
everything in it was burned down last
week, sor.” }

The merchant, although he gives with a
free hand, exercises considerable ¢aution
in his philanthropy, so he asked:

‘‘Have yow any, papers or certificates to
show that you have lost everything by
fire, &8 you say?’ i

The Irishman scratched his head as if

wildered. Finally he replied:

/ “I did have a certificate to that effect,
sor, signed Defore a notary; but unfortun-
ately, sor, it was burned up with the rest
of me effects.—Harper's Weekly.

————

B. C. LIONS.

There” was an <arnest colored preacher
on my place who was never caught nap-
ping, theologically, by any member of his
flock. My old Eph was a little sceptical
at times, and one Sunday, after listening
to the Biblical account of Daniel in the
dions’ den, he approached the parson, and
said: .

“Look o' '"here, mistah preacher, wuz
dem dere lions what Dan’l got into der
den wif, wuz dey ree lwild lions what yer
see out in der woods, er wuz dey jes
dege here lions what yer see in de circus
whar a man i1 skin-tight breechers gits
in de cage 'nd shoots off er pistol 'nd feeds
um big hunks er meat?”’

To this the parson replied: “Ephrum,
you got jest erbout sense enuf ter ploy;
why dem dere lions wuz B. C. lions—be-
fo’  circuses.”-—Correspondence  Atlanta
Constitution.
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