CDQE:H-Q’CDH-?—OQ

. Biank for

Prices

pur trees are

es.

nd plants, it
When you

ht the lowest

make the fol-
all sold. We
e, whichever

nd the trees

pre the very
Prolific and
ight apple or
hch trees. 2
st, full crops
12 <Dunlap
berries, im-

he dollar and
00 late. Re-
welve plants

e trees when

d, one dozen

embracing
sold before.
ss than fifty
ke this spe-
ollection for
ed. If the

grown be-
us and you

had anywhere
e best fruits
and thus ad-
bly™ lberal
solutely free,
rly is the
grapes. For
miss this op-
to us if you

nts as mamed
anywhere

500 Babauch,
late variety,
1,100 plants
lyde, Gandy,
ood, Lovett,

r 500 plants,
e will add to
ery best.

chaser’s se-
are extra
guaranteed.
s D ond,
Champion
y of grapes
prices ?

ted variety
any forest
ize of other

the petals

is the color

o this is the

sver failing
e fragrance.
rian Poeony.
nts to $1.50
35 cents, all
Pne each red,

Fine Hardy
ery plant a

egistered let-

end an extra
ven in U. 8.

YCO

St Ak s

DMITRI DONSROL

'AURORA.

Hongkong, April 19.—It was startling
rews that reached us on Saturday af-
ternoon, April 8. ‘The colony was giyen
up to the freedom and enjoyment of
an afternoon from work, and had one
suggested that the Baltic fleet was any-
where near China waters he would have
bh-en asked politely to wisit the ma.rlpes
with the yarn. !

Early in the . afternoon pigtailed
iiewsboys made their appearance in the
streets, carrying before them placards
announcing in most imposing type the
local newspaper offices can boast,-that
important news had.been received re-
garding the Baltic fleet. . Naturally that
drew ten cents for the “extra.” In half
an hour the whole colony knew that
ojestvensky had done the unexpected,
had cleverly crossed the Indian ocean
without anyone knowing it, and had
advertised his arrival in the China sea
by passing proudly through its main
gateway—Singapore. Since then until
now we have heard of nothing but the
Baltic fleet; it has been the sole topic
of conversation over the eleven o’clock
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cocktail at the club; at. tiffin, at dinner,
The newspapers write of nothing else,
Every steamer that comes in from the
south is immediately boarded by the
energetic reporter and rumors ,as start-
ling and as reliable as rumors generally
are, pass from tongue to tengue. At
the time of writing the Baltickers are
snugly at anchor in Kamrahn Bay, off

be enjoying a second spell of the hospi-

ly have put into a better place for
their purpose—that is, if their purpose
is to prepare for an eventual dash for
Vladivostok, and the -general opinion
Seems to be that such will be their pro-

gramme.
At Kamrahn Bay

-Or vicinity are large supplies of the food
for ships-——coal, and although it may
not be quite so serviceable as the Car- |
aiff material, it will be'no doubt wvery
aceeptible to Rojestvensky. Provisions
too, are easily obtainable here. There
are, T hear, steamers from Hongkong
leaving for Kamrahn Bay with Hong-
kong coals, which raises a nice point as
to French neutrality. Naturally, ship-
ping circles here are a iittle perturbed

the Annam coast, where they seem to |h
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sume shippers will be very careful of
their cargoes. As I have previously
written _you, there have been many
cases in the local marine court of sea-
men on ships from Cardiff and else-
where refusing to proceed beyond
Hongkong, their general argument be-
ing that as they carried eoal for Japan
ports, they would run great risks. The
eavy sentences inflicted by the magis-
trate on the defaulters seemed to lessen
the number of cases, but, since the ap-
pearance of the Baltic fleet in these
waters, there has been a revival, and
already two batches of seamen have
faced the marine magistrate. In again
holding that the men were in the wrong
and that there was no risk, even at

much approval from the local press. e
Sentenced the seamwen fo three wee

hard labor. With the Baltic fleet dally-
ing to the south, and the supposed de-
parture of the Vladivostok fleet to ef-
fect a junction, to say nothing of the
Japanese scouts that are prowling the
local seas, the question of whether there
are risks or not is a very open one.
Most of the vessels arriving so far from

at Rojestvensky’s proximity, and I pre-

the south have been held up by the

present, the magistrate has not won | with
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Baltickers, the first we heard of being
the P. & O. 8. 8. Poona, which arrived
here last Friday evening. As all the
world doubtless knew the next day, she
met the Russians in approximately the
same vicinity as they were met by H.
M. S. 8. Iphigenia and Sutlej (which by
the way were despatched hurriedly
from Hongkong onr the Saturday the
arrival of the Baltic fleet in these wa-
ters was reported), i.e, about 150 miles
southeast of Cape St. James. The|
cruiser Almaz intercepted the Poomm,
and, after a few questions, allowed her
to proceed with the cruiser’s wishes for
& pleasant voyage. The Poona report-
| ed that the crulser was cleared for ac-
tion, was well manned and crowded
men, and was of very business-
like ap ce. The whole fleet ap-
peared to be in serviceable condition,
Fand the opinion was that if the ships
were well handled (but that’s the rub!)
Rofestvensky might add further honors
—or otherwise—to his list. Only eight
torpedo-boats were seen. I send you
a sketch of the fleet as taken by an of-

vessel spent in company with the Rus-
sians on the high seas. 3

ficer of the Poona during the day that| in

e

Rojestvensky’s 5_41_“8‘" on and its Colliers Under Steam as Viewed Fromﬂeck o the: Peninsular and Oriental Steamer: ,‘ll’o_ona’AvPril Ilth
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Bound for Viadivostok

1t is pretty evident now that the fleet'
is mot going to Saigon, and, as I have
already said, the belief is that Rojest-
vensky is making ready for an advance
in the direction of Vladivostok. The
Japanese will be ready for him, for we
know full weil, from reports of incom-
irig- steamers, that Japanese scouting
véssels are in this distriet communi-
cating alf details to Tego, who is sup-
posed to be concentrating at the For- |
mosa naval Base: The pauecity of news
from: Saigen: leads one to the belief that
the French: authorities are not for giv-
ing their “fuel” away. Omne Tonkin pa- |
per has beem criticising the government
for-submitting telegrams from. Saigon
to- a 'censorship;’ which: iz comtrary to
all rules. It seems to' me-this ap- !
proaches a breach of neutrality. But
the same paper, in' the: sume: issue, does
not forget to pat the back of its coun-
try’s alley; and, in winding up a few '
remarks on the' evident superiority of
the Russian fleet, says: “We have faith
a striking victory for our friends.” |
According to'Tonkin papers, the French !
took all precgutions to prevent a breach |
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of neutrality, however. The cruiser
Descartes was sent from Saigon along
with several torpede-boats to protect
the coast in. the vicinity of .Cape St.
James, and the garrfson at the Cape
forts was under orders mot to leave
quarters, so that they should be fully
prepared in case of eventualfties. The
British fleet here is the symbol of pre-
paredness. It is practically at full
strength, and the Admiral is here too.
Of course, Admiral Noel has won a rep-
utation for always being en the alert,
and his ships are said to be always
ready” to steam out at shost notice, so
that tHere is mothing new in the fact
that fires are all banked and the ships
ara replete with ¢oal and supplies. LA
naval officer of some authority told me
the other:day, when I questioned him
whetherthe flest was going out in view
of Rojestvensky’'s approach, that such
a thing would not occur, and that the
approach of the Baltic fleet would re-
quire more than ever that the' British
fleet should rémmin in port. It is inter-
esting to note' that the chief warships
here have their wireless telegraphic ap-
Paratus all out, and H. M. S. Centhrion,
which is lying outside Lyemun Pass—

—FROM THE SOUTH CHINA MAIL.

‘RX-QERMAN.
EX-OERMAN
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[ the eastern entrance to the harbor—is
in regular communication with the
' flagship. Chinese are naturally in-
terested in the coming of the Balticks
, ers; but the few I have spoken with on
the matter affect usual unconcern.
Meanwhile, the Chinese government.
has issued instructions to all its southe
ern viceroys and representatives to be
careful te maintain the strictest neu-
trality at all ports. How they are to do
it is another matter.

Battle Hourly Expected

By the time this reaches you the bat<
tle of Togo vs. Rojestvensky may be a
matter of history. Japan is expecting
battle in the neighborhood of Formoso,
and the fact that martial law has been
proclaimed in the Pescadores (off West
Formosa) and neighboring’ seas sub-
stantiates this. We can do nothing but
sit tight and wait, and, as the coming
naval engagement will surely be ihe
most important feature of the war, in
that Japan must win to save herself
from a possible catastrophe, greater
even than an actual defeat by Rojest-
vensky. ,‘'We await news eagerly and
anxiously:

Qukon River:

Now Free of Ice|

GRUGE G, — | S
Through Bills of Lading Given
Between Victorla and
Yukon Polats.

Venture and Tees Return From
Way i'orts of Northern B, C.
Coast.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)

Advices were received yesterday from
Dawson that the Yukon river is now
open from Lake Lebarge to the mouth
of the Tanana, save for a few ice jams.
The first small boats. scows and steam-
ers from Lebarge will arrive next week
with thousands of tons of fresh goods
for Dawson and Tanana mgrkets. No
steamers have been. crushed by the
breaking ice. , The Tanana river is en-
tirely open and steamers are running.
The first steamers leave Dawson en
route for the Tanana next week. One
will probably go today. All of the
freight space has been taken and more
is wanted. One hundred and fifty peo-
ple are going on the first four steam-
ers. From Whitehorse it is also re-
ported that a heavy demand for freight
space exists, and all space on the first
steamers is expected to be“tauken.w ;I‘II;e
‘White and Yu u no -
ing th ”mngn on ail freight
shipped between Victoria and Yukon
points, as well as to Tanana. Ship-
ments for Dawson and points on the
lower river, as far as Tanana, will be
accepted from now on and held at
‘Whitehorse free of storage charges,
subject to despatch in the order in
which the shipments are received.

VENTURE ON THE WAYS.
Steamer Struck Wharf at Vancouver,
Necessitating Repairs.

The steamer Venture, which returned
from the North on Sunday, is on the
ways at the Victoria Machinery De-
pot, having some minor repairs made to
her bow which was injured on Sunday
morning by collision with a wharf at
Vancouver. The injuries received were
not serious. The steamer is expected
to be launched today. The new gov-
ernment snagboat, built on Turpel's
ways, the machinery of which has been
installed by the Victoria Machinery De-
pot, is now about ready for service.
The finishing touches are being made
to the vessel, and she is expected to
be ready to enter commission this
week. The new government tug, which
is being built of steel at the Victoria
Machinery Depot, is in frame and ready
to be put together. The crew of the
present snagboat, Samson. which is to
be replaced by the new craft, are ex-
pected to arrive tomorrow from the
Fraser river to enter service on the new
Samson.

R. P. RITHET’S REPORT.
Local Firm's Monthly Resume of Ship-
ping Market for April.

The monthly freight and shipping re-
port of R. P. Rithet & Co., Limited, for
April, just issued, says: “Advices from
San Francisco report the grain market
as dull, and chartering business is less
active than it should be.. Owners re-
fuse to accept the union rates, and al-
though the only fixture that has been
made above these rates is the Magda-
lene at 23s. 9d., an early advance is
probable. The situation in the North
is still unchanged. In lumber the
course of freights is upward and quo-
tations have taken a sharp advance, as
noted below. We quote freights as fol-
lows : /

"érain—Sa.n Francisco to Cork, f. o.
22s. 6d.; Portland to Cork, nominal; Ta-
coma and Seattle to Cork, nominal.

“Lumber—British Columbia or Puget
Sound to Sydney, 35s. to 36s. 3d.; to
Melbourne or Adelaide, 40s. to 42s. 6.;
to Port Pirle, 40s.; to Fremantle, 47s. 6d.
to 50s.; to Shanghai, 36s. 3d. to 37s. 6d.;
to Kiao-Chau, —; to Taku, 37s. 6d. to
28s. 9d4.; to Vladivostok, —; to West
Coast, S. A, 83s. 94. to 37s. 6d.; te
South Africa, 50s. to 52s. 6d.; to United
Kingdom or continent, 50s. to 52s. 64.”

FROM NORTHERN PORTS.
Steamers Tees and Venture Return
From Naas and Northern Ports.
Steamers Tees and Venture arrived
from Naas and way ports on Bunday,
the latter returning from her first voyage
since she was reconstructed. The steam-
‘r made a very creditable performance.
Although both vessels had large numbers
'f passengers on the mnorthbound trips.
tiere were few arrivals by them. Travel
's brisk north at present. On the Ven-
'ire there were several prospective set-
tlers in Bulkley valley district who had
been in to the valley to spy out the land.
Other passengers were T. A. Oliver and
Ashdown Green from Kitimaat. Steam-
¢r Tees, on her northbound voyage, went
10 the head of Portland canal to land
Mr. White-Fraser and his staff of sur-
veyors who are to survey the Alaska
boundary line, commencing at the south-
ern borders of this province. There was
t small complement of passengers on t_he
«outhern trip. The cargo of the Tees in-
‘luded 224 cases of spring salmon put
up on the Skeena river and a shipment
of clams. News was brought from th‘e
Skeena that the steamer Mount Roya’,
which had made several successful trips
on the Skeena, was waiting to connect
with the steamer Princess Beatrice. due
t the Skeena today, when the Mon;llt
Royal will start on her last trip up the

rivei. The Venture will sail north again
Thursday evening.
TRAINMEN’S CONFERENCE.

Buffalo, May 16.—At today’s session
of the Brotherhood of Railway Traim-
men it was announced that the commit-
tee on constitution was comsidering the
question of selecting one city as a per-
anent meeting place for conventions.
The committee on laws and legislation
has taken up the various state laws re-
lating to railroad men and the recom-
mendations- of  the various lodges, and
will report later. Insurance rates will
be another matter to eclaim attention.
There is some agitation in favor of highe
er rates, but this is being opposed by
many delegates.

UNJUST TRADE ADVANTAGES.

President of Armour Car Lines Ac-
knowledges Secret Coritracts.

‘Warshington, May 16.—Before the
Senate commission on inter-state com-
merce, which ' is - investigating railroad
rates, President Geo. R. Robbins, of the
Armour car lines, admitted that thé com-
pany had twenty or thirty exclusive con-
tracts with railroads for fruit transporta-
tion, and acknowledged a monopoly of
that traffic in parts of the west and
south. Wherever these exclusive con-
tracts ap;i\‘lied, he admitted the produc-
ers and shippers of fruit had to acce
the rates laid down by the Armours. He
claimed that his company was a private
concern _and not subject to the inter-
state commerce laws. Mr. Robbins was
closely examined- by the committee re-
garding the operation of the Armour in-
terests. The exclusive contracts with
railroads, he said, were generally private
contracts, though exhibited when re-
uested. He asserted that the Armours
o not get any advantsges over other
shippers in these cars. Replying to Chair-
man Elkins, the witness said his com-
pany did not want to be subject to inter-
state laws. He said that the Armours
were not interested in any of the fruit
companies, but acknowledged that his
Company Had a Monopoly

of the fruit transportation, in the Pere
Marquette region and in Georgia and
Florida. The Armours, he added, had
exclusive contracts of all of the fruit on
the South Atlantic coast railroads, exclu-
sive contracts in East Teunnessee and on
certain roads in Missouri and Arkansas
and on the Southern Pacific road. The
Santa Fe was a competing road*in the
fruit business of California. Fruit pro-
ducers and shippers on these exclusive
lines had to accept the rates of the Ar-
mour company, but Mr. Robbins said
they satisfied eighty per cent. of the
shippers. Senator Clapp asked several
questions as to the position of Mr. Rob-
bins in acknowledging an absolute mono-
poly and yet withholding information as
to theéir business and claiming immunity
from the inter-state commerce laws..l\_{r.
Robbins maintained that his position
‘was justified.

INVESTIGATIN‘(’i BEEF TRUST,

Alleged Collusion :f—Buyon and Pack-
ers as to Prices.

Chicago, May. 16.—An attempt was
made at today’s session of the federal
grand jury which is investigating the
beef packing industry to show that the
cattle buyers for the packing concerns
and certain commission firms met each
morning and agreed upon the price to be
paid for livestock during the day. Evi-
dence along this line was sought from
C. B. Van Norman, head of the Van
Norman Commission Co.. and 8. P. In-
gersoll, of Rosenbaum Brothers’ Com-
mission concern, who were on the stand
all afternoon. 3
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‘The Song of the Cradle.

Bye, bye! Hoperiseshigh:
There’s a sweet little cra-

dle hung up in thesky;
A dear little life that is

grandest
agencies
which enlight-
en Science
has discovered
to relieve
motherhood
m excessive
suffering is the
“Favorite
Prescription ”
dﬂ/ised y Dr.

. Piel
ghia poneel
sician
of thepInyvulids'
Hotel and
Surgical Insti-& i §
tu]t.e, Nof Buf- \

o, N ¥. v,

This wonderful * Prescription " imbues
the entire nervous system with natural.
healthy vitality; gives elastic vigor to
the delicate organism speclall{ concerned
in motherhood, and makes the comir:s
of baby entirely free from danger -ar
almost free from pain.

«] wish to state that I have used Doctor
Plerce’s Favorite Prescription with very cood

Its,” writes Mrs. Katie M. Annis, of Hud-
son, New Hampshire. “Had been in lpoor
health for over four years and had leen
twice in the hospital. Mwsband brought
sorae of your ‘Favorite ription,’ and it
has carried me easily through my last two
confinements. We are now blessed with twe
healthy children, and I am sure your medi-
cine has done me more good than all the
othber treatment I have ever received.”

BAD HEADACHES gen-
erally arise from bad stom-
achs. Fou'gdbae)ath. bitter
taste, coal ngue, sour
eructations or belcbingo ol
€48, are cCommon symptoms
though not all present in

mch 3 ot om]a,i)r two
T ay, of O R 0's
: . Pleasant Pellete, the Oripis
nal Littie Liver ‘ put up by him over

tomorrow. The Tees will sail north on .

RAILROAD CONDUCTORS.

Portland, Ore., May 16/—Memphis,
Tennessee, wal selected as the conven~
tion city for the Order of Railway Con-
ductors two years hence. .

NAN PATTERSON’S RETURN.

Said to Have Sig-;lrd Contract of Ap-
pearance in Music Hall.

Philadelphia, Pa., May 16.—The En-
quirer tomorrow will say that Nan Pat-
terson was in this city today and signed
a contract to appear in a New York mu-
sic hall. TIt-is said she arrived here in
the afternoon and returned to Washing-
ton immediately after the negotiations
had been closed.

NELSON ASSIZES.

Jury Fails to Agru in Perjury Case—
Atkinson's Trial Todl;).,

, Nelson, B. C., May 16.—At the as-
Sizes today the jury, in the trial of An-
tonio Fera, charged with perjury aris-
ing out of a civil proceeding, failed to
agree, after being out about three hours.
r. Justice Morrison discharged the jury
and tomorrow will consider the question
of proceedings with a second.trial of the.

case at the present assizes.

This afternoon the trial of I. H. At-
kinson, a ' Ymir dmgfiat, charged with
setting fire to his business premises last
February was commenced. Very many
‘witnesses will appear in the case, which

is expected to last for the balance of the

week,

FISCAL NEGOTIATIONS.

Premier Balfour ;I-I:l- Joseph Chamber-
fain Confer. .

London, vMay 16.—The fiscal néﬁotin—

‘tious between Premier Balfour and Jos-

eph Chamberlain were resumed - today.
The two statesmen had a long interview,
but apparently they failed to reach an
agreement, as another conference was
arranged for tomorrow.

;‘The incident created great excitement
in the lobbies of parliament. There was
a crop of rumors to the effect that there
had been a disagreement, but nothing
authentic in this respect has transpired.
The opinion of members of both parties,
however, inclines to the belief that Mr.
Balfour is nmow in a strong position to
dictate terms.

kR N e e
PANAMA CANAL WORK.

U. S. Officials Discussing Ways and
Means. for Huge Undertaking.

New York, May 16.—Plams for the
enlargement of .the terminal and dock
facilities at ‘Colon and Panama and tke
double tracking and re-equipment of the
road, entailing an expenditure of $2,000,-
000, was approved by the board of direc-
tors of the Panama Railroad Co. at 2
meeting held here today.

Washington, D. C., May 16.—Secre-
tary Taft indicated to President Roose-
velt today that some difficulty might be
experienced in purchasing ships for the
Panama Railroad Co. Already some
ships whieh the directors of the railroad
had in mind had been fornd to be sold. .

A question was raised as to the ‘use
substantially bv the United States gov-
ernment of foreign-built vessels and
whagt nation’s flag they would fly. . Mani-
festly under the law they could not fly
the United States flag, notwithstanding
that they belonged to the United States
government, without coming into eonflict
with the navigation laws of the country.

Secretary Taft said today that the
ships if purchased would fly the flag of
the nation in which the purchase was
made and not the United States flag.
They would do a trade business between
New York and Colon. As to the pur-
chase of supplies of various kinds for the
canal' work, the secretary indicated that
everything possible would be bought in
the United States. ;

NEWS OF EUROPE.

London, May 6.—Weird incidents at-
tended the death of a boy named Wallis
Allsop, at South Normanton, this week.
For four days doubts were raised in the
minds of three physicians whether the
lad was dead or not. Finally it was de-
termined at the end of the fourth day,
that whatever might have been the case
before there was absolutely no doubt of
death at that time and the funeral was
accordingly procegeded with. ©ne of
the doctors said that he believed, how-
ever, that the case was one of suspend-
ed animation. While the body lay in
the coffin in a front room four persons
in a room adjoining heard a laugh.

ed, and all agreed on the rerharkable
resemblance, but they did not think of
going to look at the boy.

Another person says that while alone
in the house she heard the boy laugh
but said nothing for fear of ridicule.

The boy himself was an extraordinary
character, Last Christmas he told his
parents.that he would be in hedven be-
fore the next Christmas, asking that the
Christmas tree be notb untﬂm;vx;:d. col:e
had for a long time. been saving b
pers that were given him, saxing that
he was going to buy a cross for_ his
grave. "

DPuring his illness he once observed,
“Perhaps the Lord will raise me up like
He did Jairus' daughter.” ~When his
uncle took him a bunch of daffodils he
said: - “How nice they will look in my
coffin.” ;

“The work in Canada and in the
Transvaal has absorbed almost all the
books and money received. We have
quite recently received an urgent re-
quest from New South Wales for a sup-
ply of magazines and books to be dis-
tributed among the settlers in the bush
country, but it must depend on the re-
sponse to this appeal whether the com-
mittee cafi face an extension of its work

40 years ago. One or two a Igftive, three oz
four cathartic.

to a new fleld.”

“That is Wallis’ laugh,” one remark-,

To Cut Supply,
Of the Russians

ﬂooi Wlth‘ Light Marching Force
Seld to Be Making Long -
Forced March, .

Bound Across Wastes of Mon-
" golia to Tsitsihar to Block
Russian Lines,

Where is Nogi? The solution of that
question means much to Russig. Th:
armies, of Linevitch, with Harbin twen-
t:{‘:ﬂ,ve milés away as a base, are in po-
sition between Changtu, a station on the
Chinese-Easters Railway, otherwise call-
ed Yu-shih-cheng-tzu, an unwalled city
seven miles north of the Willow Palis-
ade, 341 miles morth of Dalny by rail,
and Kirin, capital of the province of the
same name, lying on the left bank of the
Sungari, and housing 150,000 within its
walls of mud and timber with towered
gates at the four peints of the compass.
The line between the two points, over
which a military railway has been buiit
is' thirty miles loug. tensive earth-
works were made months ago, the po-;
sition beinﬁ selecteﬁ as were those at
Liaoyang, Shaho, Mukden and Tieling,
with seeming prophetic: knowledge of
necessity. :

Before this position the armies of
Oyama are advaneing in the old-time
semi-circle which won previous battles,
But the ‘enveloping movement this time
shows even greater strategy than that
incident of the battle of Mukden. When
the army of the Yalu under Kawamura
appeared in the Shingking district far
to the Russian left after ‘a march
through the valley of the <Chien-shan
(The Thousand Peaks), aud the army of
Nogi, with forced marches that taxed the
endurance of the soldiers, appeared to
the right rear strategists were surpris-
ed. Now a more hazardous feat is be<

MARTHA DAVIS: BURNED.

According to' advices from Honolulu
the American: bark . Martha Dayvis
caught fire in' Hilo harbor last Satur-
day night and was totally: destroyed.
The portion of her cargo consigned to
Hilo had been: mostly discharged, but
that intended for the island planta-
tions was lost. The origin' of the fire
is unknown. The bark Martha Davis
was of 780 tons net capacity. . She was
commanded by Captain- McLoen and
was built at Boston in 1873. Her man-
aging owners are Welch & Co., of San
Francisco. She carried a cargo of gen-
eral merchandise:

CONTRACT AWARDED..

New Melrose Blo:_k—-to Be' Erected' by
H. T. Knott—Costs Over $10,000.

- The contract for the five-storey brick
building for the Melrose company, to
be erected on Broad street and con-
necting at the rear with the premises
on Fort street previously occupied by
Robert Lettice, was yesterday awarded@
to Contractor H. T. Knott. The con-
tract price is in the neighborhood of
$10,600, which covers the building only.
The interior fixtures, etc., have not yet
been for. [

The Meirose company expect Mr.
Knott will have the contract complete
well within the three months. Altera-
tions are also being arranged for to
the Robert Lettice store, now owned by
the Melrose company, which will make
it the finest store in British Columbia
occupied by ahy one in their line of
-business. ¢

They are clearing out their stock-at
the old store, 78 Fort street, at reduded
prices so as to have as few goods as
possible to move, it being their inten-
tion to put an entirely new stock in
the new building.

INVOLUNTARY POETIC PRODUC-
: TION:

Margaret Deland contributes to Harper's
Magazine for May an account of a poem
curiously composed in a by a person
who had never written verse before. Mrs.
Deland says: et 18 ‘ ¥

A certain Mrs. Warrin, rather past mid-
dle age, charming, eminéntly ‘sensible, ‘but |

ing attempted, if rumors drifting through
the screen of Japanese secrecy are true.

the past few days reports are given of a

har as an objective. Nogi, conqueror of
Port Arthur, with a light marching force
of his veterans, is seeking to accomplish
the feat. ingly, Nogi has left his
heavy artillery, the mortars and heavy

Arthur, with Oku—he who leads the
forces which have been given the work
of battering the enemy’s centre while
the armies of Kuroki, Kawamuru and
Negi swing on the flanks and carry out
the enveloping movements which "have
been so successful. The roads of Mon-
golia, if the desert paths traversing the
great wastes of that section of the big
‘Chinese province can be called plains,
are in zood condition at this season, and
the army will have a. better opportunity
of carrying its stores, for, of necessity, it
must carry them. An army cannot live
from the country there, as is possible in
summer in Manchuria, Therefore great
lines of bullock carts will have to be

impeded. However, these carts . can
make from 25 to 30 miles a day in forced
marches—some were known to make 40
miles a day when bringing ammunition
to Liaoyang. /

It will be a diffcuit march, though,
and it Nogi can reach Tsi-tsi-har with
his army he will have accomplished one
of the greatest forced marches in his-
tory. Tsi-tsi-har, the ob;ectlve' he is
said to be seeking, is on the Nonni river.
It is an important station—of the sec-
ond class—on the Trans-Siberian Rail-
way. (A second class station has accom-
modation for 21 locomotives:) - With a
Japanese army holding this point on the
Nonni. over which the railway crosses on
‘a bridge T11 yards long, the Russian
armies in Manchuria woilld be complete-
ly cut off; Vladivostok would be isolated
as surely as was Port Arthur. Tsi-tsi-
har is 169 miles nearer the European
frontier than Harbin, where the Russian
armies are concentrating and where the
base for the fighting expected iq the near
future is placed. With 'I'si-tsi-har held
by Nogi no reinforcements could be sent
to Lineviteh, unless by forced marches.
The weaker Russian forces would then
soon fall; defeat would be but a matter
of time., : -

Tsi-tsi-har is the capital of the pro-
vince of Hei-lung-cheng. The city proper
Is three miles from the Nonni river in a
great sandy plain, with walls of mud
riveted with timber. Its population is
50,000. Oxen, sheep and pigs are bred in
numbers ou the meighboring plains and

rior to the war were exported by the

ongols to Russian territory via Ajgunu,
250 miles away. The surrounding coun-
try is a rolling plain, with many brack-
ish lakes. The plains are covered with
high grass and huts of Solon Manchus
and Mongols are scatteréd about the
prairies,
! News of this movement will doubtless
be awaited with interest. Unless Rojest-
vensky is able to gain command of the
sea from Togo the aommplisl}ment of
this march would spell final victory for
Japan.

CONVENTION OF RAILROADERS.

Biennial . Convention of Brotherhood
Opens at Buffalo.

Buffalo, N, Y., May 15.—The seventh
biennial convention of the- Brotherhood
of Railwaymen began here today. Dele-

Grand Master P. H. Morrissey presided.
Today’s business sessions were taken
up with organizing the convention.
Governor Frank W, Higgins addressed
an open meeting of the delegates and
their friends at the convention hall.

In mails received in the cit'y within | roke ome morning from a sound sleep, and,

guns whieh he breught from before Port '

taken, and the army will be more or less

gates were present from all parts of|"
Canada, the United States and Mexico. |

aninclined to peetical expression, never
having written 'a ‘line of verse,” suddenly

to her astonishment, heard herself repeat-
ing the lines which I inclose.. She was ab-

march through Mongolia with Tsi-tsi- solutely dumfounded, because it gseemed to | O

her that these words had no connection
with” her own volition; it was as if some
one was using her as a machine—a machine
which rapidly and smeothly ground out, so
to speak, this poem. When it ran down
(one involuntarily uses mechanieal terms),
she arose, and hurrying to her husband's
room, awoke him, and, opening her lips;
again heard these two verses. Mr. Warrin,
‘knowing that she had no experience in
poetic expression, was as astonished as she.
She copied the poem, simply as a matter of
curiosity; but when I read it I asked her to
let me have it, because it did seem to me
to have 'merit, apart, as I say, ‘from the
queer circumstances of its production. . I
may add that, so far from having a co'd
and childless life, ‘‘rent in twain by sobs,”
Mrs. Warrin is the mother of a fine son; &
woman of sane and cheerfui interest im
life, and as far removed from morbidness
as you-can imagine. In'fact, the poem {s so
entirely impersonal to Mrs. Warrin that
she finds the circwmstances amnsing, and is
not inclined to take the verses seriously.

’ Here is the poem:

In my dim room two tapestries there are,
close hanging to the wall;

On one, bright colorse flame and golden
gleams,

i And from it, in the half-light of my days,

¢ 1 thimk I hear the low, soft laughter of

i sweet love,

: The merry cry of children—mine, the

| shouts of boys.at play; y

. Then clash of swords, and murmurs ef

great crowds,
{ And acclamations high, and loud sand

strong—
My life—that longed to be..

The ott:hﬁr, pale and sombre in the shadow

alls,

I scarce can tell what faint design Is

s traced upon {ts folds; ' .

Dim shades there are, which slowly meve

In misty waver the wall along;

So ‘cold, so dark—no love, no life, no
sound-—

Hark, silence ehivers, rent In twain by
sobs—my own: . 7

It would be interesting to know how com-
mon this sort of thing really is. The
verses certalnly contain traces: of genuine
poetry. . \

——e O

BUILDING CANADA  WITH
YANKEES.

Collier’s.

Mr. Broughton Brandemburg, writing on
the great emigration: of American farmers,
says: 1

Twelve years ago 'Erie Swanson, " a
Swede farmer, with a family of four sons,
having lost his farm in the hard times of
1893, left Fertile, Minnesota, and trekked
across the border into Manitoba fo see
what he could find.  Near Altamont, on the
line of the Canadian Pacific, he found a
section. of 'what appeared to-him to be very
fine wheat lang, and, making inquiry, he
‘was told that he could “homestead” a
quarter of a section of it for himself, and
a quarfer for each of his sons, by going

he did, and he and his family entered into
Ppossession of seven hundred aeres of land
at a total cost of §52.20. The npext fall he
harvested the finebt crop #f wheat he had
ever seen, of a quality . better n _he

to the land agent’s office in Winnipeg. This |

had grown in Dakota, and his market was
Just as accessible; . H1s wife went back to
Fertile to visit a sister that winter; and
when ehe came home to Altamont elght
other famjlles came with her, : ina

Intelligence of good farmland does not
fy like the tidings of a good 'stﬂke,v How-
ever, and these principles if let alome
would have been a long time in peopling:
the great Canadian Northwest. In the past

two or three years the interested parties
—the Canadian government, the speculss
tors, and the railroads—have been planning
a great campaign of concerted action,
which, despite the fact that so little has
been heard of it, is now In full  blast.
Where a few years ago we lost good citi-
m by the hundred by migration over our
€rs, we are about to lose them by the
hundred thousand, and I do not -hesitate to
Say, from examinations I have made of
numbers of parties either en route or about
to depart, that they are the very best stock
from our settled rural communities. It is
2 leak at the top and not at the bottom.
‘Of couree, it is unfortunate that the tens
of thousands of desirable citizens who have
left the country to better their condition
could not have found this betterment by
going on west in the United States to equals
Iy good lands, which, thanks to the exquis-:
ite operations in our political system, are
not now open to homesteading, as they
have been grapped in recent years by cor-
porations and speculdtors. Having been
robbed under the nose of a complacent gow
ernment of what was rightfully theirs, tliey
cannot be blamed if the pastures look bet-
ter under the British flag. However, the
indications are that they are carrying ‘hefr
Americanism with them, and in the cn-
vironment of the free Sweep of the north-
Western prairlés they-are not I ely to lose
Some day, not too far ahead to be im-
teresting' now, there will be a crisis in:
Canada, in which the will of the hundreds
of thousands of Amerlecan citizens tHere
ﬂlcege t:h‘ mo:r:‘%ioltie‘nttfnctor. I am gon-
i 'om a d of the alteady
BT, i e o
wi ose who w. ann iom
to the United States. s

—_—
WRECKED REPUTATION:. |

Winnipeg Tribune. ;s
Is there any distinctive principle of the
Liberal party which Sir Wilfrid Laurler
has not trodden under foot? ; "
What did Liberals preach and in what
did they believe if not in:
1. Provincial rights.
2. No imposition of separate schools by
ttawa.

3. No bribery of M. P.’s by appoint-
ents.

4. Clean elections.

§. No railway subsidies.

6, The land for the actual sett'e-

7. Tariff for revenue onmly,

8. Senate reform.

What is the record of Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier's government on all these questions?

Has that government carried out tae will
of the Liberals of Canada?

Does it stand for anything that Liber.
allsm means?

Is there anything which the Libera's of
Canada preached, or anythiag in which
they belleved, that the Ladrier government
has not abandoned and ignored?

at, then, does that governmeat rep-
resent? What principles does it stand for
and what policy? %

Mr. 'Willison, the editor of the Globe for
half a generation, untll he resigned a year
or two ago, says that the rupture be-
tween the Laurier government and Liberal-
ism is now complete. -

It is, indeed. There is nothing condensn-
ed by Liberals, as Liberals, which taat
government has now left undone.

m

e

TIDE TABLE.

(Issued by the ‘Tidal Survey Branch of
the Department of Marine and- Fisheries,

Ottawa.
Victoria, B. C., May, 1905.
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Recent experiments in Hop Calture show that
for each 1e0 pounds of Nitrate of Soda used per
i agre, am ficrease of &3 pounds of Hops was
- eam

Nitrate of Soda

Aty Bow Grower who will send his name and
p lqometCnrdwﬂlmcdnnybooh
i *“Food for Plants,” gi
G » Plants, p{vin?' ‘oﬁ;nhllw.:htf&
A Free Offer to Hop
Im%l{w Growers to. make an experi-
witht Soda
%Ma ;aﬁw:lm
| if they will pay tra t ﬁarxﬁabﬂ
,ia;dw:ﬂltpoﬂnﬂﬁw ;
| only on Post Card. 5
Win.S. Myers, Room 467, 12.16 Jolks SL., New Vork

B. C. STEAM DYE WORKS.
~ 141 Yates Street, Victoria.
' and Gents’ garments and
household furnishings cleaned, dyed or
. pressed equal to new.

%

Ocean Race For
Emperor’s Cup

Eleven Salling Yachts Line up

at New York Ready to
Start.

Fleet Will Be Sent Away Today
on Three Thousand Mile
Ran.

New York, May 16.—With the incen-
tive of a valuable eup and three other
prizes offered by the German Emperor,
eleven large sailing yachts of various
rigs and representing three nations, as-
sembled in the inner harbor today, fully
prepared for the start tomorrow of a
race across the Atlantic. Eight of the
contestants are vessels owned in the
United States, two are from England,
while Germany has one representative.
While a number of the yachts have
had a deep sea experience, there are
several in the fleet which have had
little sailing except in the eompara-
tively placid waters of the American
coast. A representative of Emperor
‘William, assisted by a committee of
American yachtsmen, will start the fleet
at 2 o’clock tomorrow afternoon at
Sandy Hook lightship, ten miles outside
of this harbor. The finish will-be at the
Lizard on the English coast, more than
three thousand miles away, where a
German war vessel will note the win-
ner. The yachts will probably be at the
starting line tomorrow as follows :

Allsa—Owner, H. 8. Redmond; rig, yawl;
club, New York Y. C.

Atlantic—Owner, W. Marshall; rig,
schooner; c'ub, New York Y. C.

Apache—Owner, E. Randolph; rig, bark;
club, New York Y. C.

Endymion—Owner, G. Lauder; rig,
schooner; club, Indian Harbor.

Fleur De Lis—Owner, L. A. Stimson;
rig, schooner; club, New York Y. C.

Hildegarde—Owner, E. B. Coleman; rig,
schooner; .club, Corinthian,

Thistle—Owner, R. B. Todd; rig schoon-
er;u :lub, ‘Atlantie,

owna—Owner, A. V. Armour; 3

schooner; club, New York Y. C. P

Hamburg—Owner, German - Syndicate;
rig, schooner; club, Nord Deutcher.
" Sunbéam—Owner, Lord Brassey; rig,
schooner; club, Royal Squadron.

Valhalla—Owner, Earl Crawford; rig,
ship; club, Royal Squadron.

O—

WHEN A SORE WON'T HEAL.

Because of its ‘fower to heal raw,
‘flaming flesh, to allay the inflammation
and ‘stop .the dreadful itching, Dr.
IChase’s Ointment has a world-wide
rTeputation. If you have become dis-
couraged by the failure of other treat-
{ ments, put Dr. Chase’s Ointment to the
test.” - Like thousands of others, you wili
'bel surprised and delighted with the re-
sults.

AESTHETIC PARIS,

The time used is Pacific standard for the
120th meridian west. It {s\counted from 0
miduight ' to midnig

d a foot.

Esquimealt (at Dry ‘Dock)~—From observa-

tions during six months, May:to O¢ttober,

compared with siimultaneons observations

continued at Victoria by Mr. F. N. Denlson.

For timé' of high water add 15 minutes
to high water at Victoria.

An int ly practical plan for beauti-
fying the streets of a city is that adopted
by the municipal council of Paris to en-
courage the ornamentation of the fronts of
buildings. A committee appointed for the
purpose has just completed its imspectton
of the buildings erected in that capltal
last year, and selected the six having the
handsomest facades. The architect of each
one of these will receive a medal and the
owner will be exempted from certain tax-

180-fook rell, 4 feet high...........

150-foet roll, 5 feet high.... 5.50
. 8.50 W

E. G, PRIOR @ CO, Limited, Agents, VANCOUVER, VICTORIA and EAMLOOPS

ation,

. - i*‘ _.(‘v i T o T8
-84.75 - For poultry and garden. Better than old style. Of local dealerorus. Freight paid.
THE PAGE WIRE FENOE 0O. LIMITED 256
®y nm' Toroato, 'hm

» St. John.
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