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A BEAU'I;[FUL SOUVENIR.

In the advertising eolumns of the Col-
onist to-day will be found a reference
to a very beautiful souvenir consisting
of views of Victoria and vicinity. These
pictures are produced by what is known
as the photo-chromo-lithe process, a re-
cent invention. The basis is a photo-
graph, which is accurately reproduced,
colors being added by subsequent im-
pressions. The result is a picture abso-
lutely accurate and almost as soft as a
water color. But for the particular pro-
céss used, such beautiful and faithful re-
productions of scenery would cost so
much that a set of them would be be-
yond the reach of an ordinary - purse.
Readers are referred to the advertise-
ment for a detailed. description of this
charming souvehir, the verdiet on which
by all who have seen it, being that it
bas never been equalled in its line by
any publication of illustratious of our
scenery.

A NEW STAR.

A very interesting occurrence is now
observable in the great nebula of Andro-
meda. It was first noticed a year or
two age, but for a time it ceased, and
mow it has become visible®again. A star
scems to be in process of formation. In
one part of the nebula the star-dust, so
to speak, is growing denser, and in the
centre a bright point of light has ap-
peared. . What stage has been reached
at this date cannot even be estimated,
for, quick as is the message of light, the
nebula is so distant that what astrono-
‘mers,  are now watching  prebably
accurred before the date assigned by
Bible scholars to the c¢reation of the
world. . There is something startling in
the idea that with the/gid of a telescope
‘it is possible to se¢ what transpired cen-
turies ago. How long it will’ take be-
fore the new star will become visible to
the naked eye, we can only surmise, bt
if its brightness increases as at present,
it will not be very long.

It may be interesting to mention in
this connection that astronomers have
reached the conclusion that the sun and
the solar system were formed by just
such a process as seems to be now ob-
servable in the nebula referred to—that
is, by a sort of condensation of an at-
mosphere of matter into drops, which we
call suns;, moons and planets. In other
words, what we call creation and devel-
opment are simply a cooling proeess.
*First the mass was so hot that it existed
as an invisible vapor. As it cpoled it
grew denser and became luminous, as
the vapor in the atmosphere which is
invisible when the .warmth of day pre-

and by the same process. The straight-
y’ a labored apology for it the other day,

true of the professions, whére reputation,
the result of the merest ‘chance, places a
msn in the very foremost rank, so far as

prosperity goes.

The public rarely sees the true man.

His character is his body. His reputa-
tion is his clothes, It is wise to go as
well dressed as circumstances will per-
mit. It is better to have a strong and
healthy physique. Yet it is worth re-
membering that the causal observer has
no means of judging a man except by
his clothes. Therefore while the develop-
ment of character is the real end of life,
the preservation of reputation is hardly
secondary in importance. The brilliant
writer above named was himself a con-
spicuous illustration of how a promising
career may be destroyed by a ‘disregard
of this truth.

Fortunately both reputation and ch{u*-
acter may be built up at the same time

forward, frank and honest fellow ma
have to pay dearly for the exercise of
those qualities i business, but if he does
he will have the satisfaction of knowing
that what he purchases by it is priceless.
Mark Twain has given the world a no-
table illustration of this. He lost an im-
mense sum in a business that he knew
nothing about. He refused to compro-
mise with his ereditors, and set to work
to pay them. He has done so, and in
so doing he has won what years of finan-
cial success could never have given him.
Not only is he richer to-day in money for
his. heroic effort; but he is richer in rep-
utation and character, and the world is
richer for a splendid example.

The dispute between Chile and Argen-
tine regarding the boundary is somewhat
similar to that respecting. the Canada-
Alaska line. The latter is to follow the
mountain summits and where there are
none within 30 miles a line parallel to the
sinuosities of the coast. The former is
to follow the summit of the Andes and
the watershed as well. Doubtless the
‘framers of the treaty supposed that the
watershed and the sunmimit of the Andes
were one and the same thing, but it ap-
pears that some twelve rivers, flowing
into the Pacific, rise east of the Andes
and flow through that chain of moun-
tains, as the Peace and Liard rivers
flow through the Rockies. Chile contends
that the boundary should follow the very
“edge” of the watershed, and therefore
that these rivers to- their remotest
sources are in Chilean territory. Argen-
tine contends that the boundary shall
follow the summit of the mountain range
and, that such portions of the river val-
leys as:are east of the summit are in her
territory. In another particular the ques-
tion between the two countries was re-
markably like that between the Domin-
ion and the United States. Formerly
Argentine claimed that where the inlets
of the Pacific extended into the conti-
nent past the summit of the mountains,

vails, takes the form of mist at night.
As the cooling process went on, the
luminous matter condensed into points|
of light, as the mist condenses into rain.
Still ecooler grew the mass, and the
points became solid, as rain is frozen into
hail, the various materials becoming solid
in the inverse order in which they melt,
the silicious and clayey rocks first, then
the metals and so on, and last of all
It has not yet be-
come cool enough to:condense all the
water, but doubtless that time is only
Then, if we may

most ‘of the water.

_ measurably ' remote.

infer the future from the past, the water,

the heads of those inlets belonged to her.
This point was disposed of by treaty in
1881, by which it was agreed that in such
cases the boundary'should be carried in-
Jand so as to leave:the head of the inlets
in Chilean territory. The intgrest at-
taching to this consists in the fact that
it shows how one set -of international
jurists regarded such a claim as that
made by the United States to the head-
waters of Lynn canal. The treaty of
1881 shows that a‘ boundary line fol-
lowing mountain summits may properly

be carried across arms of the sea, other-
wise Chile would have insisted upon her

which now remains solid perennially at  rights ‘under the original. treaty and not

the Poles, will become solid everywhere,.
and the next process will be the con-
densing of the atmosphere. The con-
traction will continue until the earth is

asked for a new definition.

LIGHT AMID THE SHADOWS.
" Miss Annie Clark, of Victoria, has

burst asunder into star-dust, or possibly | published a small volume of verse, chiefly

a mass of asterolds. This is the line of
thought which the discovery of - what
seems to be a new star in process of
formation suggests. e :
Possibly it was after contemplating
something like this that David ex-
claimed, “ When I consider the heavens
the ym‘kot ‘Thy fingers, and the moon
and stars which Thou hast grdained,
what is man that Thou art mindful of
him, and the son of ‘man, that Thou
visitést him 7 - The Psalmist was con-
scious, as all thoughtful persons must
be, that he felt at times the touch of
the Power which is above and beyond
physical nature, and he was lost in won-
der at the majesty of man, who towers
so far above all things else, that the
Creator Himself designed ‘to minister to
him, to admit him into His very pres-
ence. There is no thought more won-
dertul than this.
LEM OF LIFE.
blem to be the development of character.
He distinguishes between character and
reputation. “My reputation,” he says,
“is what men say of me. My character
is what I am.” The distinction is well
‘taken. It is well to have both a good
reputation and a good character, but we
- all know that they do not always go to-
gether. In the long ran ‘character wins,
but in many ©cases reputation has the
field to itself for a good part of the race.
Reputations are formed from what the
pyblic sees. Hence chance plays a part,
and usually a yery large one, iu determ-
ining them. Take public life for ex-
ample. Success gains a reputation that].
attracts supporters. The case of Ed-
ward: Blake is in point. No one ever
disputed the loftiness of his Intentions,

devotional.
ed. We are not sure that Miss Clark
has done herself full justice in devoting
so large a portion of her talent fo devo-
tional themes. She scarcely catches the
peculiar guality of hymnology, ‘and she
is too literal to appeal to the imagination,
which is the great use of poetry.
one has described good poetry as being
like a sponge—valuable for the senti-
ment
touches -the imagination of his reader
with the flame of his own.
can do .this.
little poem entitled ‘ Morning.”
is more dainty than this ?

Shy as reluctant Love, each sun-kissed

It is very attractively print-

Some

it can absorb. The true poet

Miss Clark

She has done it in her
‘What

flower

Uplifts her face tb greet the golden hour,
Or this:

Silence is stirred to tender music-words,
Bu'domotheg-s brooding over baby-birds;
A young wind wakes, and but a moment

. ‘after,
Plays with the

e lakey and shakes it into

laughter. B, o
- The clositig stafiza i8 very beautiful:

ge Thou Who sendest morning after night

Thou Who dost flood the world with

n in my heart and make its darkness
ight;

birds’ sweet singing,

Spezik;l to my soul, and set its joy-bells

ging.
This' stanza, from * Evening,” will

voice the feelings of many a reader:
A soft wind comes and seems to lay

Cool fingérs on my burning brow;

And all the burden of the day

Falls from my soul,- I know not how.
These three lines from “ Thy Will Be

Done ” are powerful:
Thy will be done.
When. thunders crash and cloud-storms

burst; ‘ 2
We shrifik and falter, ‘but we say it

‘We strive to pray it

“Night” is a strong poem, and these

three lines from “More ” are very pretty:
'Lhrere are sounds among the flowers

er than ever'we hear,

but his reputation as a political leader| Fragrant bells are’ softly ringing.’

was aninnt him. It wonld not be difi-|
cuit to'name Canadian public men, con-
cerning the integrity of whose motives
the less said the better, and yet they

The weak point in Miss Clark’s work

is that she dces not always sustain her
idea a® she should. ’
tions of three lines aré each followed by

The above quota-

had a reputation which made them pow-|lines that séem either inconsequential or

ers in the land." It is the same in busi-
ness,  Men ‘with a reépitation, no matter
how it 'ig aequired, for carrying things

through, enjoy the confidence of the :V!

financial community, even 'when’ évery
one _believes that : they are honest only
from motives of policy, It is especially

weak.
the techpical work of poetry, for there
is o technical side even to this art. It

‘yerse ha e
of qndg‘;a',‘"‘ 8
take some lessons in-punctuation, or get

She has something to learn of

] “ﬁ%‘i’w tl‘l;il'tcthare with
t of his ‘work ‘that Tennyson's

B Tt 8 8
“ought “dlso te
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some one to punctuate her verses for
her. We congratulate her upon the
little volume, and hope to have the pleas-
ure of reading something further from
her pen.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

The Rdssland Times finds very great
fault with the people of Rossland for
their alleged toadyism, and proceeds to
say (The editor of our contemporary
always uses the first personal /pronoun)
“My brother-in-law, Lord Something-or-
other (he gives the name but it has slip-
ped our memory) told me that Canadians
were the most caddish people in the
world.” As an exhibition of caddish-

, the dragging in of “my brother-in-
law” would be hard to beat.

No newspaper ever put its foot into
anything worse than the Province did
over the New Westminster fire. It had

in which it spoke of its outrageous ar-
ticle as having been written “however
unconsciously.” “However unconscious-
fy” is excellent. It recalls a true story
of a clergyman, not unknown to fame in
Canada for his poetical effusions. A
complaint was made that he was qnduly
familiar with his wife’s rather 'pretty
housemaid, and his brethren of the cloth
sat upon the ease. The charge was not
of a very serious character, and was
fully covered by the parson’s naive con-
fession, in these words: “I acknowledge
that I may have inadvertently taken her
on my knee and kissed her.” Absence of
mind which results in such inadvertenc-
ies may have its good points, but the
committee of inquiry considered that it
was rather too risky in a clergyman,
and so he was relieved from further
cure of souls at the earliest convenient
opportunity.

Gold Commissioner Hunter will appre-
ciate as much as any one else the fol-
lowing remark by a good fellow Grit:

“Gordon was’so hot over the judgeship,”
said the follower of Sir Wilfrid, ‘“that

the government put him on ice.” But
if he was hot, he was not alone in that
respect. One of the most severe arraign-
ments of a government by a supporter,
that we remember to have seen, was a
recent article in the Vancouver World on
that subject.

An excusable conundrum is as follows:
Why did- not Kitchener march beyond
Fashoda? The answer of course is:
Because he was waiting for Rhodes.
There will be at least one road soon and
the indomitable Colossus of the Cape wil
make it.

e

Brother Martin is due to arrive from
the East in a few days, and Brother
Semlin and Brother Cotton are wonder-
ing just how much mental reservation he
will employ in telling his experience at
the Capital. 'The martin is a sagacious
hird, but it does not naturally use cofton
in its nest-building.

How do you ‘pronmmce MacHinery?
" e Dl

“That’s a e¢ool proposition of yours,
claiming territofy east of the Andes,”
remarked the Argentine President to his
neighbor on the Pacific.” “I said it was
Chile,” courteously responded the other
and then the trouble began.

The Ottawa Citizen says the evidence
of corruption at Dawson requires thor-
ough sifting. Most people think there
has been teo much Sifton already.

A lady remarked of a certain organiza-
tien in this city of the very goody-goody
kind that it was “designed for women
of both sexes.” By the way, which is
the more objectionable, a womanish man
or a.mannish woman? ;

A remarkable legal blunder was the
case of a man named Scott in the State
of Washington. Scott went away to
Mexico and was gone seven years. The
code of Washington says that death may
be presumed: from an unexplained ab-
sence of seven years, and so letters of
administration. were granted on Scott’s
estate.  Scatt-heard of it in some way
and came home. He preferred to ad-
minister his own estate, Will it be
credited that the probate court held that,
as the law said he was presumed to be
dead, he was dead to all intents and ptfr—
poses, and confirméd the Bdministration.
The alleged. dead” man appealed to the
Supreme court, which sustained the pro-
bate court, and was at one stage of
the proceedings going to send Scott to
gaol for contempt, because he declared
in open court that he was no more dead
than the court was. The case did not
end ‘there, for Scott managed to get it
_before the Supreme court of the United
States, which restored him to his rights
and simply laughed at the administra-
tor’'s claims. This is a true story, as
the reports of the several courts wi'l
show. . .

MR. TURNER’'S STATEMENT.

Ex-Premier Turner gave a statement
4o Chief Justice McColl, commissioner
on the parliament buildings investigation,
yesterday. It is frank and straightfor-
ward—just such a statement as any one
would expeet' Mr. Turner to make. We
shall not undertake this mdrning fo sum-
marize it, for, indeed, every ome should
read the statement in fulls It fully jus-
tifies the late government in Trecom-
mending to the house the payment %o
McGregor & Jeeves and the house in vot-
ing it. ) 3

J. 8. Larke, commissioner for Canadd
for the Australasian Financial Adyiser,
writes to his. pdper: “What is clear is
that there exists in North Western
Canada two.hundred and fitty thousand
square miles of gold-bearing territory,
of which but a small section has been
examined, and the prospecting done has
revealed at either end of it rich alluvial
workings.” The reference is to the
Klondike and Atlin finds.

THE YUKON CHARGES.

The Toronto Globe quotes Mr. Sifton
as saying that not a single charge against
the administration of the affafrs of the
Yukon has been filed with him, and it
claims that he ought not to be con-
demned for not setting right things which
he has no reason to think are wrong.
The charges, it says, have ‘“all the ear-
marks  of vagueness,” and it intimates
that they are chiefly the grumblings of
men who have had ill-luck in the North.
Such‘an explanation as this may_suit the
longitude of Toronto, but it will not sat-

isfy those persons who have had oppor-
tunities of conversing with the men who
make the charges. Profound and gener-
al dissatisfaction exists with the manner
in which the mining laws have been ad-
ministered. It is idle for the Globe to pre-
tend that this would be the ease if the
laws were well administered. We have
had gold rushes in British Columbia,
equal to that to the Klondike, but there
never were complaints from all quarters
that the administration of the law was
corrupt, and we suppose that just as
large a proportion ‘of the miners of those
days as of the Klondike had ill-luck. The
3lobe will have to find some other+«explan-
ation. Its comparison between the con-
ditions at Dawson and those at Ross-
land is unfortunate from its own stand-
point, for whatever inconvenience miners,
prospectors and others may have had to
put up with at Rossland, no one ever in-
sinuated that government officials, either
federal or provinecial, were making money
out of the necessities of the people,

The Globe has a panegyric on Mr. Sif-
ton as an administrator, and wants to
know how he could have done better than
he has done. We do not know that his
critics. are under any obligation to an-
swer this question. It is sufficient to point
out that under his management the af-
fairs of the Yukon have been handled
S0 as to give rise to such complainfs as
never were before made against the ad-
ministration of any department of the
government of Canada. The Colonist
has never minimized the difficulties with
which he had to contend. Its complaint
is that he has not been equal to those
difficulties. " It is ynder no obligation to
suggest a line of conduct to the minister,
but it cannot help thinking that if he had
availed himself of the easy mode of
travel provided by the steamers on the
Upper Yukon, and paid a short visit to
Dawson during. the past summer instead
of spending his vacation in Manitoba, his
opinion as to the condition of things in

the North would be worth infinitely more
than it is now. The allegation as to the

absence of definite charges ought to mis-
lead no one. Many reasons can be given
why such are not made. The Russian
peasants have a saying that “QGod is in
Heaven and the Czar is far away.” This
about describes the view of the Yukoner
who has been subjected to the maladmin-
istration of Mr. Sifton’s subordinates.
The public can only judge of a min-
ister’s fitness for his position by the re-
sults of his administration, and tried
by this test Mr. Sifton has been a fail-
ure, and the worst of it is that he failed
in such a prominent branch of his work,
that he has set all the world talking
about his blunders. There is no use in
attempting to excuse him by magnifying
the difficulties with which he had to con-
tend. His greatest mistakes were made
at Ottawa, when he promulgated unrea-
sonable regulations and appointed inefi-
cient men, not to put the case any more
strongly, ‘to carry them out.
@Ve print from the Toronto Globe an
article made up chiefly of extracts from
the London Times. ' This article ap-
reared the day' after that referred to
above. We should like to ask the Globe
why it was necessary to wait until these
things appeared in thé London Times be-
fore taking notice of them, They had
appeared in other British papers before
the Times had them. The letters from
?Kr. ‘White, of Reuter’s service, printed
in the Colonist, were published all over
Great Britain. =~ The Globe may not
have been aware of the faet; but it ean-

not deny that it knew the charges were
made by such an eminently trustworthy

al}d unprejudiced authority. The trouble
with the Globe and other administration
papers is that they cannot imagine a
paper, which is op the opposite side of
politics, being actuated by a desire to
advanee the public interest. The Colo-
u_ist can eclaim to have dealt with thid
Yukon business in the fairest possible
way. It has not in any single instance
sought to create prejudice against the
govemment. Its language has in every
instance been studiously moderate. We

would have preferred to have seen our
impressions as to wrong-doing shown to

be without foundation. For months we
have felt that an inquiry was necessary,
and repeatedly have we demanded it.
Now, when the river is frozen up, and it
will be impossible to investigate and send
in a report in time to have it laid before
parliament,. we are told that there must
be an investigation without  loss ' of
time, and of the most searching deserip-
tion. The time to have said this was

investigatiop should be made.

The Times continues to “rastle” with
the problem of officials working “after
hours, . ’Sdeath, it éxclaims, shall they
use government light, lead penecils, ink
and other things? Why did it omit the
atmosphere? We draw our contempo-
rary’s attention to the fact that a man
was recently observed making a private
memorandum upon a sheet of official note
paper. Let the axe straightway fall.

We would prefer - our correspondent
“Centre” to sign his letter, as it is rath-
er more, personal ‘than an anonymous
communication ought to be, We do not
insist ‘on this, but think it would be the

better course. : .

when the Colonist first demanded that an |

A SECONDARY GOLD BELT.
Rich gold fields have been discovered
at Lake Atlin, in this province; and the
district is east of the summit of the Ceast
Range. Promising placers and good
quartz have been found in the neighbor-
hood of Lorne Creek and in the Skeena
Valley, also east of the summit of the
@oast Range. A gentleman, who spent
the summer on the upper waters of the
Lillooet, says that gold is distributed
everywhere. He does not claim to have
made any great discovery, but says that
quartz veins are many and all of them
carry gold. 'What there is in them can
only be determined by development work.
Such work as is in progress is full of en-
couragement. The existence of gold
bearing country at these points along the
easterp slope of the Coast Range suggests
that what may be called a secondary gold
belt extends along this whole region,
which is about 800 miles in length. By
far the greater part of the country has
not been prospected even in the most su-
perficial way. Very much of it has
mever been visited by a white man.

We venture the suggestion that this
part of British Columbia may be regard-
ed as likely in the near future to be very
much in evidence as a contributor to the
prosperity of the province. It is probably
more difficult to prospect than Kootenay
has been, for the reason that the timber
is heavier and the growth of moss thick-
er, but it is not very difficult of access
and the climate is not severe. If ever
paying mineral deposits are found in the
lower part of this belt, we may look for
its oécupation by a large number of peo-
ple, for there are vast areas of excellent
forest and in the river valleys much fine
agricultural land. So far as we have
been able to learn, no one has ever ex-
amined the shores and gulches around
Chilco Lake for gold, and the mountains,
with which it is surrounded, are wholly
unexplored. This body of water is per-
haps seventy-five miles ‘long. There is
just as much reason to expect to find
gold around it as there was at Lake At-
lin, which lies in much the same posi-
t on as regards the Coast Range. From
Chilco lake north to the Skeena is a vast
area concerning which substantially noth-
ing is known from a mineralogical point
of view.

If this secondary gold belt exists, its
importance to the province will be hard
to measure. It certainly does exist in
one sense, for there is-no doubt that, all
along the eastern slope of the Coast
Range, gold occurs. It is also known
that it occurs in paying quantities at a
few points remote from each other. What
is required to be known is if the belt is
conunuous with the deposits large enough
to pay for working. We suppose all there
iy to do about a matter of this kind is to
make the suggestion public, and trust to
scme venturesome persons taking hold oY
it in a practical way. There is not much
that a government can do, except pro-
vide trails; by which prospectors can
reach the new districts, and we are not
so unreasonable as to ask that too much
of this shall be -done on pure speculation.

AT 1TS OLD TRICK.

The News-Advertiser is still at its old

trick of misrepresentation. That Colonist
readers may judge for themselves on this
point we quote the following from our
contemporary’s issue of Saturday last:
° It is an oversight when the “Colonist”
does not occupy columns of its space in
discovering something inimical to the in-
terests of the Province in the least inci-
dent. Only recently the dismissal of a
road “boss,” because the season’s work
was ended, boded much danger—in the
“Colonist’s” view—to the Constitution.

We ask Colonist readers to say for
themselves how much truth there is in
this extract. From it one would infer that
the doings of the local government occu-
pied exclusive attention from this pa-
per. As a matter of fact the Colonist
has scarcely said anything on that sub-
ject. During the last three weeks the
Colonist has only dealt with one act of
the government, namely, the appointment
of Chief Justice McColl as a commis-
stoner to investigate the payments on ac-
count of the Parliament building. ' It has
printed four articles on this subject. It
had one brief paragraph in the same
length of time asking why the govern-
ment had withdrawn the provincial po-
lice from Lake Teslin. It had an article
recommending the government to send re-
lief to sufferers on the Ashcroft trail,
which was promptly acted on. It has
had two articles suggested by Mr. Mar-
tin’s Eastern interviews; two articles on
the general pelitical situation; one in ex-
planation of Mr. Turner’s financial pol-
icy and one in reply to he News-Adver-
tiser. Besides these it has had a few
brief paragraphs on minor matters ‘of a
passing interest. It never printed an edi-
torial on the dismissal of a road boss.

The Colonist has not devoted columns
or even one column or a portion of a
column to “discovering something inimi-
cal to the interests of the provinee,” in
anything which the government has done,
and this chiefly for the reason that it is
not aware that the government has done
anything, inimical or otherwise, except
dismiss a few officials and appeint an il-
legal commission. We¢ are desirous of
showing how grossly the News-Advertis-
er misrepresents this paper in this re-
spect, because if it cannot be trusted to
tell the truth about a contemporary, it
caunot be trusted in anything else,

Senator Fairbanks, one of the Anglo-
American commissioners, says! that there
is no foundation for any reports that
have been published as te the conclusions
of the conference upon the Canadian-
/Alaska boundary or any other question.
This is satisfactory as far as it goes.

‘Joaquin Miller has arranged for his
funeral ceremonies. ~He has built a
funeral pyre upon which he s to be cre-
mated, and he directs that his ashes shall
be scattered to the thirty-two poirts of
the compass.. Author-like, he wants as

wide a circulation as possible,

x Q s
The despatches do not always agree as
to the relationship of the Dowager Em-
press of China and the Emperor. Some-
times she is described as his mother and
at other times as his aunt. As a mat-
ter of fact, she is really no relation to
him. She is not the widow of his father,
nor the sister of his mother. She was
a secondary wife to the Emperor Hien-
fung, who died in 1861. That emperor
left a son, who was nominally emperor
for a time, but the present dowager,
whose name is Tsi An, and the lad’s
mother, Tsi Tshi, really governed the
empire, The young man was undoubied-
ly poisoned, and shortly afterwards his
mother died suddenly. Previous to her
death she assented to the selection of
the present Emperor, whose name is
Kwangsu, as entitled to wear the crown.
He was very young at the time, und
Tsi An has virtually ruled the kingdom
ever since he was chosen. This woman
has been the virtual ruler of China for
upwards of forty years. She is a wo-
man of remarkable talent. Her portraits
represent her as quite good looking. Her
chief confidential friend at present is Li
Hung Chang. Xwang-su is a nephew
of the Emperor Hienfung. :

An illustration of the surprises in min-
ing comes from Barkerville. A white
man and two Chinamen have been work-
ing what is known as the Black Jack
mine in a small way for a number of
years. This year they opened a piece
of grownd that had been examined and
rejected years ago, and found it rich.
Although working only in a very inex-
pensive way, they teok out $9,000, and
apparently have only begun to realize
upon their find. This is in a section
that was supposed to be about worked
out.

The Brooklyn News is the last Koote-
nay paper to have a shot at the Colon-
ist regarding the postal Service in that
part of the country. It thinks this paper
is absurd to complain of so small a mat-
ter as a delay of seven days between
here and Whitewater, when sometimes
fourteen days are required to get a let-
ter from Nelson to Brooklyn, a distance,
we suppose, of about thirty miles. The

speaking, the Dominion government has

shamefully neglected the Kootenay in

the matter of adegnate maii facilities.”
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The London Standard is authority for
the statement that after the battle of
Omdurman the Soudanese troops were
sent over the field to kill the wounded
dervishes. This is terribly revolting, but
horrible as it seems, there appears to
have been no other course to take. A
dervish in his intense hatred of his ene-
mies will kill the man who offers him «
cup of water, though he may be dying
of thirst, The rules of civilized warfare,
if there is such a thing, cannot be ap-
plied to such cases.

We agree with the Winnipeg Free
Press that the discussion of matters af-
fecting the administration of justice
ought never to take a partizan form. If
wrong is done, apd the holding of. it can
be substantiated, the fullest publicity
should be given to if; but the language of
innuendo ought never to be employed
against those charged ~with the import-
ant duty of presiding over the courts of
the land.

Yesterday the Colonist had two callers,
each of whom brought in something for
publication. The first was 87 years old,
and his handwriting was as good as’that
of most men in middle age. He said in
explanation that he used to be a beauti-
ful writer when a boy. He had just
gone out when the other caller stepped in
with a nicely writien MS. When asked
his age, he replied: “Bighty-six.” He
was naturally: much interested in the
handwriting of.' his older 'predecessor.
Such an experience is almost unique.

‘Will the present British Columbia
government ask the Dominion to hand.
over the Yukon district to this prov-
ince? The Turner administration did
not think it desirable to-do so, during
the session of 1897, and the Colonist
said at the time that it thought this was
a mistake. ‘It is absiird to administer
the territory from either Ottawa or
gina, and to establish it as a separa
government would be hardly warrant
Let it be annexed to British Columbia.

Those Indians who played havoc with
the United States troops are not blamed
by every ome for what occurred. One
prominent Minnesota editor says in an
editorial that the Indians were provoked
by the greed of officials into aects of vio-
lence. It seems to the bad luck of the
United States government to get as a
general thing very objectionable people
to administer the laws in connection with
the Indiams.

Many persons were disappointed when
they learned that Major Macdonald did
not meet Kitchener on the Nile. The
reason has just been made public. It
appears that his’ Soudanese troops re-
volted and that he had so heavy a con-
tract on his hands with them, that he

was unable to keép his engagement with
the Sirdar. :

The Rossland Miner understands that
one of the objeets of Sir William Van
Horne's visit to the province is to con-

sider the advisability of extending the
Robson-Penticton railway to the Coast
via ‘the Similkameen, Hope and the
Fraser Valley. This is very interesting
information and highly important, if

true,

The war tax upon Wall street amounts
to nearly half a million dollars a month,
the tax being $2.00 for every hundred
shares of stock handled. This is one
case where the incidence of a tax is in
the right direction.

Cofamissioner Ogilvie seems likely to
gather enough nuggets from the way of
transgressors at Dawson to pave the
sticets of that burg a la those of the

New Jerusalem. {

News says: “The fact is that, generally”

PEEPS INTO THE FUTURE,

Forecasts of Noted Men ang What
Came of Them. =

London Mail.

Just previous to the assassinatiop of
the Empress of Austria, the Empergr
was heard repeatedly to remark, “ I fear
something awful is about to transpire
I wish the jubilee year were s:xr..l\j
over.” 'This brings to mind other ip.
stances of forecasts fulfilled. -

Just over 30 years ago a visitor ¢,
Edinburgh was being shown over the
High Court of Justiciary. He made
scme remark coneerning the dock ang ity
duties, and in reply the official jokingly
said the visitor might one day be sep-
tenced to be hanged in that very room
The sightseer was the notorious D)
Pritchard; two years had barely passeqd
when in the dock he had so closely
inspected, he was doomed to death fop
poisoning his wife and mother-in-law,

To many watchers -of the politicat
weathercock the rapid rise of Mr, Ag-
quith to renown as a statesman wag
little short of miraculous. To the late
home secretary himself, however, it wag
but the natural outcome of his own re-
solve. When a youth at the City of
London school he informed all and sun-
dry that he meant to take high honors
at Oxford, enter the House of Com-
mons, and become an influential mem-
ber of the cabinet.

T'he Harl of Rosebery, so it is histori-
cally recorded, while passing his boyish
vears at Eton, foretold that in the com-
ing years he would win the Derby, and,
more i:aportant still, be prime minister,
Both Lord Rosebery and Mr. Asquith
prophesied the things whereof they kunew,

A gentleman conceived the idea that
he would only live a certain time, so
he made a nice ecalculation of his for-
tune, which he so apportioned as to last
just the same period as he guessed his
life would extend to.

Strangely enough, his calculations
came correct to the letter, for he died
punctually at the time he had previously
reckoned; he had so far exhausted his
estate that, after his debts had been dis-
charged, a solitary pair of slippers re-
presented the entire property he left.

His relatives buried him, and a repre-
sentation of the slippers was carved on
the tomb; to-day in a churchyard at
Amsterdam his grave may be seen, the
orly inscription on the stone being two
Flemish words: “Effen nyt” (.e,
 Exactly.”) .
The late Mr. George Moore came to
London from Cumberland a poor, friend-
less boy. He entered a great commer-
cial house, and from the beginning de-
clared he would eventually marry his
employer’s daughter and become his
emploser’s partner. He accomplished
both ambitions, became very wealthy and
a man of whom his generation might
well be proud.

When Warren Hastings was a lad his
great grief was that his family had lost
their paternal estate at Daylesford, and
he was constantly heard to say: “I will
buy it back.” He grew. up to make
both history and a famous name, and
he died at Daylesford.

Among the many records of Harrow
gchool is that of a boy, the son of a poor
local tradesman .in a very small way of
business. His schoolfellows often
taunted him ‘about his family poverty;
their thoughtless jeers, although hurting
his feelings, drew from the lad the re-
tort: “I intend before I die to ride in
a coach and four.”

The years sped by, and lo and behold!
the poverty-stricken youngster of Har-
row had developed into Dr. Parr, the
greatest scholar of his time, whose cus-
tomavy andifavorite means of locomo-
tion was a coach and four.

The seventh child of the German Em-
peror and Empress is a daughter, their
other six children being sons. The house
of Hohenzollern has a tradition that in
one year three emperors of that house
will reign in Germany; the third will
have seven sons, and will bring ruin to
thfl nation, as well as the empire to an
end. :

This direful prophesy has seen the ful-
fillment of.its first part; whether the
arrival of a seventh son will bring the
calamities predicted the future will show.

RIVAL OF ACYTELENE GAS.

Carbolite, Made From Slag, May Be Bet-
ter and Cheaper.
Iron Age,

If report be true, acytelene gas will short-
ly have a rival in carbolite, for the pro-
duction of which blast furnace slag is stat-
ed to be especially suitable. Preparations
are being made at Hammond, Ind., near
South Chicago, for utilizing slag for this
purpose. The Inventor of the process of
manufacture s Mr. Herman L. Harten-
stein, a Chicago chemist, who has taken
out a patent for ‘utilizing the waste pro-
ducts of blast furnaces #a the manufacture
of carbolite, from which ethylene gas IS
produced, defined as an improvement on
acetylene, but not having the same char-
acteristics.  Carbolite is a combination of
| the carbides of calclum, aluminum and
silicon, and for its production blast fur-
nace slag is especialy suitable.
“The method of production is described
as follows: The slag is almost as fluid
‘as 'water, and by means of ladles, operated
by hydraulic power, it is passed Into con-
verters similar to those used for the manu-
facture of Bessemer steel, The tuperes
are so arranged that finely pulverized coke
may be fed through them. Before the
slag s poured into the converter 2 strong
gas bilast is forced through the pipés to
keep the molten mass from running into

filling them up.
‘n:s ;oon? however, as the slag is pom-ed
into the converter the pulverized coke .is
fed into the molten mass. This 18 con-
tinned until the slag is thoroughly impreg-
nated with the coke. ‘Wheén the mixture
is complete the converter is " turned on
its shaft so as to'allow the mass to flow
between a series of carbon bars or elec-
trodes, which serve to introduce a power-
sul electrical current. Coke is an excellent
conductor of eleetricity, while slag is a
resistant. The result is that the particles
of slag in connection with the particles of
coke, form innumerable electric arcs, pro-
ducing & most intense heat within the mix-
ture. In the course of about twenty min-
utes the mass be so superheated that
the slag i fused or carbureted with the
coke.

When this fusion is effected the material
is finished. It is then poured into moulds.
When cool it -is of crystalline formation,
has a metallic glitter, and is nearly twice
the weight of coal. The finished product
is -carbolite, which can be kept indefinitely
and: transported withent difficulty. Pro-
tected by wooden jacketed tin cans from
water and air moisture, it. can be kept as
a common article of merchandise, and sup-
plied to the customer with much less dif-
ficulty than illuminating oil. Each pound
of carbolite will produce five feet of gas.
Each cubic foot is equal in illuminating
power to fifteen feet of ordinary coal or
water gas. .

The unused ' Bessemer plant at Hammond
hag been secured for the manufacture of
carbolite, and is now being fitted with the
necessary electrical appliances. f the
claims of the inventor are substantial, he
will turn out a product which will make
a better gas than acetylene for isolated
lighting, at a much lower cost. If the
slag can thus be made valuable the cost of
producing iron may be considerably dim-

Inished.
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