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NOT YET CONCLUDED.

The Debate on the Speech from. the
Throne in the Loecal
Legislature.

ruling, but took exeeption to the appli-
cation. o S

cussion of the speeeh; admitted that in
the consideration 6n the previous after-
noon, of the principle of ministers al-
lowing their names>to ‘be used in the
{n‘omonon of companies, he had used
anguage that was perhaps too strong.
He regretted that he ghould have done
80, and conceded that Mr. Speaker had
been quite right in calling him to order
for his use of the word ‘‘dishonorable”
—an expression which he now withdrew
with apoligies to the house. (Applause).
In reference to the maladministration of
the agent general’s office, he had made
the statements to which exceptions had

Mr. Hanter Arraigns the Opposition
—An Abstraet Resoelution

Yesterday’s proceedings in the local
legislature were comparatively unevent-
ful, the debate on- the speech from the
throne continuing, with Messrs. Mac-
pherson, Hunter, Hume, Vedder, Bry-
den and Sword as the speakers, Mr.
Sword having the floor at adjournment.
The discussion throughout the afternoon
was punctuated by no passages at arms
such a8 enlivened the Wednesday ses-
gion, and the comparatively large num-
ber of visitors in the galleries appeared
correspondingly  disappointed.
chair was taken by Mr. Speaker at two
rayers were read by Rev.

" >

who had visited the office; and all that
he could now say was that if these state-
ments were correct, the office was a dis-
eredit to the province and the abuses in
connection therewith should be im-
szediately terminated by those in charge

. Dr. Walkem—Are the parties who
made these statements to you in the
province at the present time? Can they
ge bto'l‘,lght within the jurisdiction of this
ouee

proceeded to the consideration of the
question of land allotment in East
Kootenay, arguing that la
had been granted in most l(lfeeimbla lo-
calities, to the advantage of corporations
and the exclusion of practical settlers.
He aleo maintained that the maps of
roads and trails which should be a guide
to settlers were at the present time in
need of correction, this matter being one
which he brought to the attention of the
chief commissioner in the hope that it
would be rectified. As to the revenue
tax, he objected strongly to its
collection through employers, as it
was not - fair that the working man
shall pay five per cent. back to his em-
ployer, the latter thus deriviny a revenue
out of a provincial impost. The Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works, Mr.,
Macpherson continued, had said that he
would *‘refuse to give him any informa-
tion in future which he might ask for.”
He wotild like to be informed if the
house would support the hon. gentle-
man in thi« position. Had not a mem-
ber the right of access to information in
the departments without putting the
country to the cost and the offirials of
the departments to the trouble of pre-
paring formally asked for returns? This
little incident, as well as the whole
record of the administration led him to
regard the existing government as little
else than an organized hypocrisy.

o'clock, and p

PETITIONS PRESENTED.

Petitions were presented as follows:
Mr. Rogers—From C
ford and others, for power to construct a
railway from the
northern boundary'of the province.

Mr. Hunter—From John  Cobeldick,
for the incorporation of a company to
build and operate blast furnaces and
.other incidental works.

Mr. Hunter—From John Cobeldick,
for the incorporation of a company to
encourage invention and application
with a view to the discovery of better
mechanical meauns or chemical processes
for the recovery of gold or other precious
metals from the submerged glacial or
other gravel deposits of the province.

Mr. Williams—From the city of Van-
couver, asking for certain amendments
to the city’s charter.

Mr. Williams—From Charles Rossand
others, re the construction of a railway
from some point on the Skeena at.or
near Yellowhead pass o some point on
the eastern boundary of the province on
the Parsnip river.

Mr. Kellie—From A. T. Cotton and
others, re the construction of a railway
from Albert Canyon to the Waverley
mines, and thence on to Revelstoke.

PETITIONS RECEIVED,
Petitions were read and received as

keena river to the

lent.”  “What’s that?”’ ¢ ‘organized
hypocriey’ is good.”

terlal connection with company promo-
tion, the second member for Vancouver
said he would bow to the ruling of the
chair while holding to his own opinions
as to the legitimacy of the discussion he
had contemplated. As to the principle
involved, he had no objection whatever
to the president of the coumncil or the
premier or any other member of the cab-
inet using his name as promoter of priv-
ate companies; they should not,, how-
ever, make use of the titles that had
been given them asa sacred trus; by tne
people of the province thus to further
their private ends. Assoen as objection
had been raised totheiy association with
the eémpany in »n ‘they should;
according to his view of the matter, have
withdrawn their names from the object-
ionable prospectus. He desired an ex-
pression of opinion from the house on
the principle involved, and therefore
moved as an amendment to the resolu-
tion before the house the following:

“ To add after the word °thoughtful-
ness’ on the Sth line, the following:
And this house is of the opinion that
ministers of the crown should not lend
their assistance of their official titles to
the floating of any company, and regrets
that the Hon. the Premier and Finance
Minister and President of the Executive
Council allowed their names in their
said official capacity to be placed on the
directorate of the Dawson City (Klon-
dike) and Dominion Trading Corpora-
tion, Ltd ; and that it is a still greater
source of regret that they'did not sever
their connection with said company, as
such directors as soon as they ascertain-
ed the use which was being made of
their official titles by the promoters of
that company,”’

Dr. Walkem objected. This was far
from an abstract resolution, and there-
fore not in accordance with the ruling
just delivered by Mr. Speaker.: P
Mr. Speaker—It is also. irrevelant to
the - question which it purposes to
amend. In this connection reference |the attempt of placing on the shoulders
was made to May-at page 278, while the
Speaker pointed out also that if the
question were thus introduced it could
not be again brought forward during the
continuance of the present session.

Leopold Hirsch and others—Re. in-
corporation of the Kootenay and North-
west Railway Co.

E. T. Galt and others—Re. incorpora-
tion of the Arrowhead and Kootenay

Cowichan Lumber Co.—For power to
construct a dam and tramway.
PRESENTS A RETURN, F
Hon. Mr. Eberts presented the twen-
ty-fourth annual reportof the registrar
of births, deaths and marriages.

THE' DEBATE CONTINUED.
. Prior to the'¢
jrurned debate ort

presses the hope -

juation' of the ad-
¢ ‘speech from. the

Hon. Mr. Turner (to a question of
privilege) said that he had on the pre-
vious afternoon failed to comprehend
the second member for Vancouver in
his remarks as to the administration of
the agent general’s office in London.
He had canght him as using the word
*‘ hearing,’”’ where he saw by the morn-
ing paper ‘‘ harem ’’ was said, and could
not understand the context.
argument of the member for Vancouver
he was still a little at sea—if that hon.
member could inform the house how &
harem was supposed to be conducted, he
(the Premier) might be in a better posi-
tion to understand whether or not his
observations were intended in the nature
of compliment or otherwise.
illiams also had a question of
privilege. He wished to take the first
opportunity, he said, to answer the re-
marks of the hon. member for West
Lillooet, with reference to a statement
credited to him in the Mining Critic, to
the effect that he had been treated with
discourtesy by the mining committee of
On the contrary, he had
always been treated with the utmost
courtesy by this committee, and all
other committees of the house.
the member for West Lillooet read
reports of his
as published in the World and News-
Advertiser at the time of the meeting of
the Mining Engineers’ Association, he
would have seen how the critic had mis-
represented his observations, and the
necessity for this formal repudiation of

" the remark attributed to him would
not have arisen. :

Agreeable to his promise, Mr. Speaker
presented the following ruling on the
point that presented itself in connection
with the discussion of the connection of
ministers of the crown with the promo-
tion of business organizations:

““ Objection having been made by the
chair to the discussion by the hon. sec-
ond member for Vancouver (Mr. M
pherson) of a matter which is the subject
of judicial action, I have been asked by

rd member for Vancouver
tton) to furnish a written deci-
gion in support of my ruling.

“May, tenth edition, page 264, says:
‘A matter whilst under adjadication by
a court of law should not be brought be-
fore the house, by a motion or other-

amendment was ‘eatirely ‘out of order.
There was no-suggestion, he said, that
the government:: as .guch::was connected
in any way with company promotion.
It was with the acts of the government
as a government that the house was now
dealing, and no parliamentary authority
could be found for introducing with an
intention to censure or praise, the pri-
vate acts of the individual members of
the cabinet.

Messrs. Cotton and Williams further
supported the relevancy of the amend-
ment, while

** Same anthority, page 308: ‘A mem-
ber, while speaking to g question, may

i tters pending a
judieial decision.”

* Same authority, page 319: * Matters
awaiting the adjudication of a court of
law should not be brought forward in
This rule was ‘observed by Sir
R. Peel and Lord J. Russell, both by the
wording of the speech from the throne
and by their procedure in the house, re-
’Connell’s case, and has

been maintained by rulings from the

“I think that the object of the prac-
tice as 1aid down in May is to prevent
the undue influencing of the pubiic mind
for or against the parties to an action
pending litigation. It is, however, open
to any hon. member to move, on notice,
a substantive resolution expressive, in
general terms, of the opinion of the
house as to the advisability of ministers
of the crown connecting |
with public companies. This resolut
may be discussed and disposed of with-
out referring to the matter awaiting.
judicial action, or prejudicing the public an
mind in either direction.”

Mr. Kennedv did mnot object to the

Mr. Macpherson§ resuming his dis-

taken, on the authority of persons

the government.

Mr. Macpherson did not reply, but

e holdings

Voices from the right—*‘That’s excel-

Pagsing to the question of the minis-
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advertisement of the Eiquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway Co., warning f{ree
miners off their lands, and threatening
them with trespass actions.

The question that has provoked the
chief discussion thus far this session has
been made the subject of two separate
resolutions on the notice paper. The
firet ie_in the name of Mr. Kennedy, to
this effect: *‘That this house is of opin-
the ministers
of the Crown should at any time

. [
—the chartering and land grant of the Attorney-General on Wednesday, the
t Thegrantt member for Chilliwack pointing out that
ing of a charter and land grant for tha- the information he sought was not so
railway has been prolific of much con-| much with regard to the deatn of the
unfortunate man Thomson as to the
manner in which the inquest was con-
ducted. An amendment to clause 29 of
the Municipalities act was pronounced
necessary, and the government was

road until surveys had demonstrated its
practicability.
ments had then been made for this sur-
vey, a written requisition not having
been peceesary under these circum-
Had Mr. Macpherson read the
extract which he had referred to, the
position of the case would have been
clearly shown, and noexplanation would
have been necessary.
Mr. Cotton having withdrawn his
motion to adjourn,
Mr. Hunter (Comox) continued the
L Although he felt that it was
quite impossible for him to add any-
thing of 1interest to the debate, which,
more especially on the right side of the
house, had been of an able and exhaust-
ive character, it seemed to him emi-
nently proper that every hon. gentle-
man on 8o 1mportant an occasion as the
present, and in consideration of the
peculiar and propitious circumstances
by which the country was surrounded,
should at least contribute something—
however little—to the discussion of the
important matters referred to in the
speech from the throne.
ceeding to deal with the resolution be-
fore the house he, too, felicitated the
gentlemen who, in so able, plain and
straightforward a manner had moved and
seconded the addrees, their practical
and honest expressions of opinion con-
trasting strongly with the frothy and
meaningless efforts of eome honorable
gentlemen opposite. Dealing with the
second clause of the resolution in reply,
it was impossible for him to refrain from
pausing for a moment to reflect on the
stupendous changes which are taking
place, sometimes cuddenly and often
slowly, in this age of wonders.
for example, would have thought when
the members of the first legislature un-
der responsible government assembled
twenty-seven years ago—feeling a just
and pardonable pride in the beautiful
and commodious bujldings which they
then occupied ; in theexpansive revenue
from all sources and to meet all the
necessities of the country of $300,000;
in having to
five school districts, P
vide for the educational wants of 1,028
scholard, giving the average daily atten-
dance of 575, and involving an outlay of
nearly $37,000 per annum.
havethoughtat the meeting of that legis-
lature, of whom the hon. leader of the
opposition had been a member, the hon.
member for North Victoria anotber
member, and himself a third, that to-day
would see the legislature assembled in
one of the handsomest, most modern and
most conveniently appointed buildings
on the North American continent—a
stracture in which the practical, the
scientific and the artistic were blended
in one harmonious whole—engaged in
the consideration of ways and means
with & revenue of $1,383,000. Or who
in that day would have thought that to-
would have
two hundred school

the Cassiar Central railway.

WHAT THE PEOPLE S4Y.

Mackenzie-Mann Contract Does Not
Satisfy a Prominent Member of
the *‘ 0ld Guard.”

troversy and the origin of many remark-
able resulte. It has emirched the dig-
nity of the throne itself, and slurred the
sacred and ancient traditions of our
greatest commoner.
poeite and the opposition press have
united in denouncing the Caesiar Cen-
tral charter in terms both abueive and
For an entire yvear it has
been the theme of universal condemna-
tion by the party—the small . party—in
province who are opposed to
the government and who erstwhile
resisted the policy

The gentlemen op-

the districts,
as it was the federal government that
had sent out instructors and by them
given the resident3 practical pointers in
the making of better butter than they
bad before produced. As to road con-
struction, the new member for Chilli-
wack heid that the present government
was less efficient than that in charge of
affairs from 1861 to 1876, Governor Doug-
las being in his opinion the great road
builder and the Grand Old Man of Bri-
tish Columbia.
closed by a feeling reference to the loss
sustained by the district of Chilliwack
and the province in the death of his pre-
decessor in the seat the late Mr.Kitchen.

Mr. Bryden (North Nanaimo) con-
fined himself in his remarks to acom-
ment upon the several sections of the
speech and the reply, which he took up
After complimenting
the government, the country and the
builderson the satisfactory completion
of the new capitol, he dealt with the re-
cent discoveries in the Yukon, which,
he felt sure, would be of immense inci-
dental benefit to British Columbia in
other ways than the stimulation of

Canada for the Canadians—' Do
Unto Others as They Do
scheme for the benefit of any company.’”’
The second, by Mr. Sword is as follows:
‘““That this house is of opinion that
ministers of the crown should not lend
the assistance of their official titles to
the floating of any company, and regrets
that the Hon. the Premier, and Finance
Minister and the Hon. President of the
Council allowed their names, in their
said official capacity, to be placed on the
directorate of ‘ The Dawson City (Klon-
dike) and Dominion Trading Corpora-
tion Limited,” and that it i a atill greater
source of regret that they did not sever
their connection with said company as
such directors, as soon as they ascertain-
ed the use which was being made of their
official titles by the promoters of that

have seemingly
of encouraging
railway by grants ot public lands.
when we come to examine the condi-
tions upon which the land grant is given
to the Cassiar Central, we find that the
interests of the public have been abund-
antly and carefully safe-guarded. Even
the honorable third mempber for Vancou-
before he abandoned his much-
cherished idea of coming over to this
side of the house, epoke in respect to the
Cassiar Central in terms of commenda-
tion and praise.” .

Mr. Cotton—A word of explanation,
Isaid that I favored the
principle, and that if certain amend-
menis were made in the charter, which
the government said the promoters of
the company would not accert, I would

To THE EpiTor:—It is a matter of
surprise that the propositions embodied
in the proposed contract between the
Canada and Messrs.
Mann & Mackenzie to build a short line
of railway between the Stikine rlver and
Teslin Lake in British Columbia should
adverse comment
through the provincial press, especially
when public opinion is so condemnatory
For some time past,
lic utterance and by letters to the
press, I have endeavored to draw atten-
tion to the urgency and importance of
opening up communication between
these points by trail or by wagon road,

government of

8 S5 o p v S R

receive 8o little

TR v S

in their order.

For the convenience of constituents or
others desiring to consult with members
during the hours of their absence from
the halls of legislation the following di-
rectory of their city addresses is also

has been my firm conviction that this
road is a most important one and ought
to be opened, for the simple reason
it would render accessible through Can-
adian territory a waterway extending to
Behring sea to the west and the Arctic
ocean to the north, thus unabling the
miner to readily travel through and
prospect the vast extent of mineral
country in the northwestern part of
British Columbia, the Northwest Terri-
tory of Canada and
can territory of Alaska.
be admit‘ed, I think,
having the interest of the country at
heart that a road of such vast possibili-
ties 'and importance should be solely
under government control, instead of
which it is now proposed to hand it over
mainly to a firm of contractors, giving
them 25,000 acres of mineral land per
mile in the Yukou district for every mile
constructed -by them. The contractors
will have the right to locate a proportion
of their mineral lands in the Yukon dis-
trict as sood as each ten miles of narrow
guage is built, the road between the
Stikine and Teslin Lake being solely in
If such a contract
bhad been in force when Eldorado and
Bonanza Creeks in the Klondike region
were discovered, Messrs. Mann and
Mackenzie could have owned almost the
whole region, exclusive of the alternate
1| blocks the government retain.
rd | lows, therefore, that if this contract is
ratified by the parliament of Canada
aud fresh placer mines be discovered in
the Canadian Yukon region Messrs.
Mann and Mackenzie can become the
owners of at least half.
members that 500 feet of the mineral land
accidentally discovered in this region
has produced gold in fabulous quantity,
making its locator wealthy, one can
readily see what an enormous property
Canada may alienate for, comparatively
speaking, an insignificant consideration.

No wonder the firm can afford to offer
Professor Carlyle $25,000 a year salary to
go to the Yukon in their employ. But
this is not all, for the contrac
only to pay the government 1 per cent.

o metald -
m:- who mak pro-“
the digcovery and brings the region into
prominence has to pay 10 per cent., no
matter what his gold coste him to pro-
duce. To cap the climax the parlia-
ment of Canada is to be asked
late away a constitutional right of the
rovincial legislative assembly by em-
ying a provision in the contract to
the effect that for five years from the 1st
September, 1898, no line of railway
shall be authorized to be constructed
from Lynn Canal or from any point
near the international boundary between
Canada and Alaska, or in other wordr,
through the Province of British Columbi.
into the Yukon, nor any aid in money or
land be granted to ary other contractor
for this purpose.
from September 1, 1898, Mann and
kenzie are also to be given the prefer--
ence in any aid the government may see
d | fit to grant towards the huilding ofa line
of railway from any ocean port in Brit-
ish Columbia to the Stikine river.
railway from the international boun-
dary line will be in British Columbia,
provided it comes from the ocean. It is
a practical certainty that a road will be
built in the next few years from an
ocean port in British Columbia to the
Stikine, to join the Stikine-Teelin road.
So that either or both of the lines of
railway referred to in this contract are
in British Columbia and can be now
chartered by our legislative assembly. It
is presumable that as the ratification of
this contract is a government measure
it will pass the House of Commons. It
follows, therefore, that if the country
is to be saved from this insane bargain
and vast monopoly its only hope rests
in the senate resisting the measure.
would be an extraordinary anomaly if
Canada was saved by the senate. The
proper course to my mind with regard
to this road is for the government to
build it immediately, this should have
been done before now.
spairs for Canada when the Toronto
Globe and 8ir Richard
port such a proposifion as the Mann-
Mackenzie contract. It will be in*erest-
ing to observe who its supporters in this
No person who does so
can consistently thereafter condemn the
C.P.R. Co., subsidies, the Island railway
grants, the Cassiar Central or any of the
other measures of that kind, for the
simple reason that the Mann-Mackenzie
contract is a more potentious give away
than either. The urgency plea will not
stand investigation.
demns the governments of Canada and .
of this province. The government knew
last year when parliament and the legis-
lative agsembly were in session that the
opening of even a good
tween the Stikine and Teslin lake was an
Thediscoveries in the
Klondike region were as well known in
official circles and to many of the public
But what is to prevent
vernment even at this late day
building and paying in cash for 125
miles of road as quickly and as econom-
ically as any contractor ean do. The
opening of this road is undoubtedly ur-
It has been urgently r

Victoria, }15th February, 1898.
Waterproof mackinaws

with or without hood. B.
Williams & Co.
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A voice from the right—You stood pat
and voted for it, any way.

Mr. Cotton challenged the hon. mem-
ber for Comox to show wherein his
views had changed.

“ But,”” said Mr. Hunter, proceeding,
‘‘ there is another railway enterprise in
that far distant region, projected by the
political bosses of the hon. gentlemen
The authors of this gigantic
scheme are the same who arranged and
promulgated the New Westminster plat-
form, and who compelled our friends op-
posite on pain of political annihilation
to swallow that peculiar piece of lum-
ber at one gulp.

Member and Constituency.

Adams, Wm., Cariboo
Baker, Hon. Col.,E. Kootenay... Esq’lt Rd.
Booth, J. P., N. Victoria..Australian Hotel
Braden, John,Victoria City....
Bryden, John, N. Nanaimo
Cotton, F. C., Vancouver
Eberts, Hon. D. M., S. Victoria..Gorge Rd
Forster, Thomas, Delta...138 Cormorant St
Graham, Donald,East Yale..Oriental Hotel
Huff, G. A., Cowichan-Alberni.Oriental H’L
Helmcken, H. D.,Vict. City. .4 Belleville St
Hume, F., 8. W. Kootenay
R. A. Brown’s, Beacon Hill Pk
Higgins,Hon. D. W., Esquimalt
Cadboro Bay Rd
49 Birdcage Walk

noted. There was, however, a certainty
that many were going to the gold fields
who were not fitted for attaining success
in the new calling that had lured them
northward, and that of these a great
number would be coming back, money-
and despondent,
months had passed. How to care for
and deal with these was a problem that
would confront the government, and to
meet which he trusted the administra-
tion would be prepared. The satisfac-
tory development of the mines of the
province he realized was largely due to
the wise and liberal policy pursued by
the government, and he hoped that
that policy would be continued and
even enlarged. Every road built to
open up a mine was of advantage also to
the agriculturalist, for it enabled the
farmer to reach the miner with the
products of his industry, while on the
other hand many of the roads built
to assist the farmers at the same time
would prove of immense advantage
to the miner.
watercourses was another question which
he hoped to see given serious considera-
tion, the maintenance of the purity of
streams being a subject of much con-
cern to the public health. Touching
upon the subject of dairying, the mem-
ber for North Nanaiimo regretted that
the speech had nothing to eay with refer-
ence to encouragement to the more
features of farming.
bered' country that

before many

Hunter, Jos., Comox
Irving, Capt. J., Cassiar..Menzies & Mich.
Kellie, J. M.. N. W. Kootenay
Kidd, Thomas, Richmond
Kennedy, J. B., Westminster City, Oriental
Macpherson, R, Vancouver, 138
Martin, Hon. G. B., Yale.. 126 Belleville st.
McGregor, James, Nanaimo
Matter, Major J, M., Cowichan-Alberni....

and political ailments of honorable gen-
tlemen opposite, and they have now be-
come the healthy and willing adjuncts of
the political machiae.
leader of the opposition will not have
forgotten that only the other day he was
unable to select an opposition candidate
in North Yale without the presence and
permisgion of ‘the boss.’
circumstances it needs not the interven-
tion of the imagination to hold honor-
able gentlemen opposite responsible for
the project known as the Glenora-Teslin
railway, or the Capadian Yukon railway
—a project involving the most one-
sided; gigantic and monstrous mon-

The honorable

Pooley, Hon. C. E., Esquimalt. . Esq.
Rithet, R. P., Victoria City .Humboldt st.
Rogers, S. A., Cariboo
Sword, C. B., Dewdney, 63 South Turner st.
Semlin, C. A., North Yale Driard
Smith, A. W., West Lillooet
Stoddart, D. A., East Lillooet
Turner, Hon. J. H., Vic. City, Pleasant st.
Vedder, 8. A., Chiliwack Ori

Williams, A., Vancouver Dri
Walkem, W. W,, 8. Nanaimo, 55 Vanvr.

British Columbia.
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The pollution

received by any person or corpor-
in the Dominion
—or anywhere elese—a project which
means the giving away ef 3,760,000 acres
of what is said to be the richest gold-
bearing land in the known world, the
destruction for ten years of our pro-
vincial antonomy in the region under
tribute to the railway company, and all
for the building of a trumpery tramway
135 miles long and which cannot possibly
cost more than $1,600,000. This is the
handiwork of the hon. gentlemen oppo-
They cannot escape the respon-
gibility that attaches to this transaction,
and -1 - ask—nay,.. L. challenge—hon.

MR. CROFT’S DAMAGE CASE.

A Victorian Sues a Puget Sound Steamship

:
b

rolment . of over 15,798 Wh
daily attendance of 9,999, and an annual G- One Tor
expenditure for school purposes of $236,-
680. This certainly was an example of
progressive advancement which no other
province in the Dominion could ap-
proach, and the signs were not wanting
of still greater ‘'and more unexampled
prosperity in the mnot distant future.

the heavily tim

island especially, dairying was a sub-
sequent consideration, and he hoped to
see the government device some way to
assist the farmers in the earlier develop-
ment of their properties.
ment had wisely sent out lecturers on
dairying—might they not also and with
advantage send someone to demonstrate
the best methods of stumping with ma-
further and provide
mping machines at
the actual cost? In his own district he
had lately met a number of farmers who
were very desirous that the government
should obtain what was
stumping powder

The $10,000 damage suit brought by
Robert Croft, of Victoria, against the
Northwestern Steamship Company at
last came to trial on Tuesday
jary in Judge Jacobs’ court in Seattle.
I'he damages asked for are for injuries
and losees sustained by the slip
the gang plank of the steamer
while tied up at the Arlington dock, by
fell into the bay and wasin-

Some very interesting testimony was
brought out during the examination of
The defense claim that they
will be abie to prove that Mr. Croft was
eogaged in smuggling, and is not en-
titled to recover damages for loss of an
illegal business. They also claim that
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nder these circumstances he (the
member for Comox), regretted exceed-
ingly that the honorable-leader of the
opposition had not risen to the occasion
—that he and his followers had not for a
moment abandoned their cynical,sullen,
gloomy, cheerlese attitude in respect to
public matters which year after year
they had
and joined with the great majority
of the people of the province in express-
ing satisfaction with the wonderfal pro-
gress and prosperity which had visited
British Columbia, and in giving due
credit to the government for the honesty,
economy and judgment exercised in the
construction of the stately building in
which the members were assembled.
The hbnorable senior member for Van-
couver it appeared had in these latter
days become quite a financial critic, and
had proceeded to prove the extravagance
of the government in connection with
the parliament buildings by attempting
to show that New Westminster or Van-
couver, and not Victoria, would have
been the proper place for their location.
This, it,would have to be admitted, was
a queer kind of logic.
able

much
enue of the province had exceeded
the estimate, and one could easily ima-
gine how much better he would have
been satisfied had he been able to make

chines, or eyen go
the servieéu‘ofg: royalty on the

duced, whereas

in denouncing

groteequely virtuous

state-aided roads to put upon the records
of this house, or be forever silent, their
opinions of the Glenora-Teelin railway
scheme on the attitude of the opposition
press which unfolds, dictates, and eanc-
tions their pelicy, but which mildly ap-
proves or is silent as.the grave in respect
to this, the greatest of all monopolies.
If the opposition does not take action in
this' matter I shall conclude that its pol-
icy in respect to railway franchises and
kindred public works has been buta
hollow mockery, a sham, a delusion and

The other paragraphs of the
speech were briefly dwelt upon, and the
member for North Nanaimo resumed his
seat with the expression of the hope that
a8 the government had already shown its
willinguess to accept suggestions from all
membeis as to desirable action, the sug-
gestion that he had made would be ac-
cepted and if possible something done on
the lines indicated.

Mr. Sword {Dewdney) took the gov-
ernment to task for having made no re-
ference to the alien labor bill of last ses-
sion, and taking up the new parliament
buildings declared that he was less com-
fortable in the magnificent new chamber
than in the old legislative hall, where
he could both speak more easily and
hear what others said with less difficul-

touching upon

already asked of
swered by the ministers, he paid par-
ticular attention to the
the Thomson inquest,
insult had been offcred to the body of
the unfortunate man and to the feelings
of the sorrowing relatives.
tion had been asked
prosecution would lie against the steam-
company, the Attorney-General’s
reply would no doubt have been quite in
He thought, however, that no
proper steps
the identification of the body found
that the officers
New Westminster had not been
afforded an opportunity to present
evidence degirable in the interest of jus-
tice, and that owing to the haste with
which the inquest was disposed of great
dissatisfaction had been occasioned. He
had other comment to make upon the
speech, and as the time for so duing wae
limited, moved the adjournment of the

sponsible for the accident and not the

Shortly before midnight on October 1,
1896, Mr. Croft, who had been in the
city on a business trip, went down to the
Arlington dock, intending to board the
Rosalie and return home.
his testimony he went out on the wharf
and started across the gang plank,which,
while apparently safe, was insecure.
The plank slipped aud thvew him vio-
lently into the water.
and on coming to the surface swam to a
pile, in spite of the fact that the gang
plank struck his spine, as he claims, an
He clung to the pile until
he was pulled on board the boat.
continued his trip to Victoria, attended
by what he calls the ‘‘bedroom stewart,”
who was really the bartender.
After a careful examination i
covered, it is claimed, that one of Mr.
Croft’s ribs was broken close to the
spine and that his spine was badly in-
jured. He was in bed for six weeks and
soffered great pain, according to his
] He sued for damages in the sum

Mr. Hume (South West Kootenay)
touched briefly upon the rapid and most
desirable growth of the district which he
during the past twelve
months, and pointed to Kootenay’s
splendid contribution to the provincial
revenue, expressed the earnest hope that
the government would be liberal in its
expenditure: for the roads, trails and
bridges so much required for the open-
ing of the district so as to make it
yet more prosperous.
redistribution
mented on the assertion that one-fifth
of the present population of the pro-
vince was found within the borders of
Kootenay, emphasizing that this should
not be lost sight of when the measure
foreshadowed was presented to the
Health matters in Kootenay,
the pollution of waters by concentrators,
etc., and other matters of more local
concern received consideration in the
hon. member’s concluding remarks.

Mr. Vedder (Chilliwack), in his mai-
den speech dealt first with the new
parliament buildings, whose imposing
proportions he duly admired, but the
cost of which he asserted might have
been expended to greater general ad-
vantage if applied in other directions,
especially in saving the abandoned farms
that everywhere testify to neglect of the
interests of agriculture. Dyking was one
which bhe held called for

During the ten
He went under

On the sub-

holding that

of the government the responsibility in-
volved in a falling revenue.
tunately for the hon. gentlemen opposite,
this . glorious and progressive province
rese would not stand still to meet their politi-
Mr. Forster maintained that the |cal exigencies, and it was to be hoped
amendment was relevant. If the gov- | we would have for many years to come a
ernment could be taken to task for sins
of omission, surely acts of commission
might also be dealt with.

Mr. Semlin and Mr. Cotton supported |
the ground taken by the memuwer for
Delta. )

Dr. Walkem reiterated his contention
that the amendment was not in the
nature of an abstract resolution at all—
but rather a specific reference to matters
that were at present the subject of
litigation.

as to whether a

Of this amount $8,000 is for permanent
injury and suffering: $1,000 is for the
loes caused by the closing of his Victoria
store during his illness. For the two
months he was unable to work he asks
$500. The expenses incidental to his
1llnese makes up the remainder of the

great and ever increasing prosperity de-
spite the blue ruin prognostications of
the hon. gentlemen opposite, who would
no doubt keep pegging away in the same
ear after year, deriving no
pleasure from the preeent, with little
hope for
seniog member for Vancouver had
next
ment that the province was groaning
under an immense weight of debt, but
it had taken very great care not to enter
Mr. Hanter -heldathat the proposed |into figures or attempt in any way to
demonstrate his wild and unjustifiable
The house had then had
the usual threadbare reference to the
There were coal barons
and coal barons, and he (the hon. mem-
ber for Comox) would inform the senior
member for Vancouver that there were
certain coal barons not very antagonis-
tic to Her Majesty’s loyal opposition in
their political leanings who were success-
fully operating a magnificent coal prop-
erty from which was extracted during
the year 1896 no less than.-320,575 tons of
the best bituminous coal.
Hon. Col. Baker argued contra, |gentlemen had next
quoting from Bourinot in support of his
position. : ;
Hon. Mr. Pooley was also perfectly | tribution.
satisfied that the proposed amendment
was out of order. ¢
Mr. Cotton thereupon moved the ad-
journment of the house, in order that he
might prepare an abstract resolution
that would be admitted by Mr. Speaker
as subject of debate.
Mr. Smith, in explanation of a matter
that had arisen in the course of Mr.
Macpherson’s address on Wednesday,
related how the letter referred to had
their names come to be written by him ‘to Mr. Nel-
ution | son. He had gone'to Mr. Gore in re-
gard to the securing of a road from Pem-
berton Meadows via Squamish valley,
d had been informed that it would be

old rut
Mr. Croft occupied the stand in the
trial of the case yesterday.
very hard witness to manage, and Judge
Jacobs had to repeatedly tell him to
answer questions and ‘“then explain.’’
On certain things he had a bad memory.
S. H. Piles, counsel for the defence.
tried to bring out the fact that Croft
had not paid duty on the suits of
clothes which he brought here from
Vietoria and sold. Mr. Croft claimed
that he had paid the duty, but would
not go into detail.

Then Attorney Piles took up the
““bedroom steward’”’ matter and both-
ered the witness for a time by pointed
Mr. Oroft said that the man
uad told him he was **bedroom steward,’’
Witness eaid he did not know that the
man was the bartender.
he had never heard of any one before
holding the position of *‘ bedroom stew-
ard,” but *‘supposed the man kpew his

One almost de-

LEGISLATION ADVANCED.

Mr. Hunter presented the first report
of the private bills committee, stating
that the necessary formalities had been
complied with in the matter of the peti-
tions of the Mountain Tramway & Elec-
tric Co., and the Kitimat Railway Co.,
the report of the commitiee being re-

hands of the government. In Sumas four
thousand five hundred acres had been
saved to, the country by judicious recla-
mation operations ; the money thus saved
should, he held, be applied to dyking in
the district in question and even further
assistance extended as during the past
twenty years the residents had been put
to an expense of over $20,000 and had at
present a debt of $18,000, which obliga-
tion had been incurred on a distinet but
not yet redeemed promise of the admin-
More energy should also be
displayed, he beld, in Matsqui dyking,
the dredger was failing to
accomplish the work for which it was
intended. With regard to Chilliwack,
dyking would also prove of great benefit
here if the government ‘‘ would only de-
art from precedent and perform what
ad been promised.”” The member for
Chilliwack condemned the mortgage tax
as unjust to the farmers—a tax not on
what a man had but on what he owed.
The necessity of constructing roads to
open up the agricultural as well as
the mining districts was emphasized,
and the government was urged to main-
tain a certain road constructed by a pre-
vious government, as well as to meet the
needs of some’ twenty-eight settlers
in Sumas, who as yet had no road by
which they might reach their market.
The Thomson inquest was touched upon
in connection with the question asked

proposgition.
coal barons. province are.

Hon. Mr. Eberts presented a return
under section 4 of the Small Dabts act.
Hon. Mr. Helmcken introduced bills
for the incorporation of the Kitimat
Railway Co., and the Mountain Tram-
way and Electric Co., which received
their first reading and went to the re-
spective committees.

The house then adjourned.

Its contention con-

. suggestedl th(i
osgibility o the political s
glementa of the electorate during redis- ack trail be-
The honorabl
Comox earnestly hoped t 1
ment would do norhing in the direction
indicated—nothing in any way calculat-
ed to interfere with the free and accur-
ate expression of public opinion at the

Mrs. Croft, a fine looking English
lady, followed her husband on thestand.
In giving her testimony she was very
She also told a story on the
‘¢ bedroom steward,”’ and related in de-
tail how her husband had suffered from

urgent necessity.

at the govern- —_—
fre Dr. Walkem and Mr., McGregor, the

from Nanaimo, have re-
ceived the assurance of the government
that legislation will be introduced this
session prescriding penalties for the em-
ployment of Asiatics underground ip
the metalliferous mines of the province.
Notice of a measure in this direction al-
ready appears in the paper.

Mr. Kennedy has given notice of a
question a8 to wherein the curfew law is
unworkable, and whether or not the
government intends to have the law so
amended as to make it operative.
Forster wants to know whether the
attorney general has taken notice of an

then a8 now.

The deferice will attempt to prove to-
day that as Mr. Croft step:
gang plank the steamer Lydia Thomp-
son, which had just made fast to the
Rosalie, gave a jerk, which pulled the
Rosalie from the wharf, letting Mr.
Croft and the gang plank into the water.
The defence will have a number of wit-
nesses, and the case will pot go to the
jury until this afternoon,—Post-Intelli-

¢ And now, Mr. Speaker,” Mr. Hun-
ter continued, ¢* I am about to enter up-
on the consideration of another matter
referred to in the speech, and before I
get through I may astonisk the honor-
aYle gentlemen opposite not a little. I
intend in fact to carry the war into Af-
rica.
the main points I have in
I should like to refer to a much-
. useless to ask for an appropriation for a discussed question of government policy




