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Papers Relative to the Proposed
Union of British Columbia and
Vancouver Island.

The Governor yésterday laid before
the House copies of all 'i)ape_;s relative
to the Union of these Colonies that
have passed between the Colonial
©Offiee and Governors Douglas, Kenne~
dy and Seymour. To the despatches
from the Duke of Newcastle to Gover-
nor Douglas, it is unnecessary to
more than allude—they having been
already published here. In the first
despatch from Mr Cardwell to Gov-

annexed and that the British Colum~
bians are “strongly opposed to the
proposed connexion.” The people of
Viccoria are accused of trying to
create a feeling of dissatisfaction
among the mining population, and of
300 names attached to a petition for

.| Union, “there are but three that

would carry weight at Cariboo.” On
‘December 1st, 1865, Governor Kenne-
rdy encloses a petition for Union and
the maintenance of the Free Port. In
the course of his remarks, the Gover-
nor expresses his surprise that several
influential persons who wvofed for De~
Cosmos and McClure on the Union
and Tariff question have appended
their names to this petition. The
causes of the depression are attributed

ernor Kennedy, regret is expresse
ed at the refusal of the Assembly
to accept the Civil List, and the
Governors of the two Colonies are
instructed to ascertain the feelings of
the people as to Union. On March
21, 1865, Governor Kennedy sends a
despatch to Mr Cardwell detailing the
circumstances attending the passage
by the House of the wunconditional
Union resolutions. He says that it
having been claimed that the resolu.
tions did not fairly represent public
opinion, an election was held and
Messrs McClure and DeCosmos, ad-
vocates of the measure, returned by
large majorities. The position of the
Legislative Council—in declining to
consider the question—the protest of
Hons. iihodes and Finlayson against
the non-committal policy of the Coun-
cil, and the newspaper reports of the
debates, are stated in this despatch.
Next comes a despatch from Governor
Kennedy enelosing a copy of the
Chamber of Commerce petition pray-~
ing for Union, for the preservation of
the Free Port, and for the abrogation
of the hostile Customs Act of British
Columbia. On the same date (March
21) Governor Kennedy urges the nes
cessity of uniting - the Colonies on a
uniform basis; the abrogation of the
Free Port is recommended, and the
proposal ot Governor Douglas to have
one Governor for the two Colonies,
and allow each Colony “a separate
Legislature, to make its own laws,
raise and apply its own revenue, as at
present, forits individaal benefit,” is
thought to be “traught with the ele-
ments of dissolution and discord.”
The next despatch that we come to is
one from Governor Seymour, contra-
dicting mos$ of the statements contain-
ed in the petition of the Victoria
Chamber of Commerce, of a copy of
which he had ‘“become accidentally
possessed.” HisExcellency disputes the
safety of Victoria harbour, and says
that in entering that harbour ona
dark night in & vessel (the little ele-

-phant, Leviathan) drawing three feet
8ix inches, he went aground. Gover-

nor Seymour does not, however, tell

Mr Cardwell, that if he had attempted

to cross from the Survey to the Mid-
dlesex side of the Thames in the same

- manner that he tried to enter Victoria

harbour, he would bave struck on the
opposite bank and goue aground there
as well! The despatch then goes on
to speak of the excellence of the en-
trance to Fraser River and cites the
instance of H. M. S. Tribune having
been enabled to reach New Westmin-
ster without accident; but the disas-

ter to the Tribune as she was leaving|’
the river is rather gingerly handled, |
"and attributed to the ¢ dull white

colour of the pole that marks the
channel.” What the ¢ dull white
colour of the pole” had to do with
the vessel going ashore in broad day~
light it is bard to say. The cause
of the depression at New Westminster
‘is attributed to the unequal system of
government that prevailed prior to his
{Gov. 8.’s) arrival in the Colony,
the merchants of Victoria are taken
to task for “ engrossing the whole
traffic of British Columbia.” Not one

word is said of the liberality of these |

very merchants to the merchants
of the sister Colony or of their heavy

. dosses in consequence, and the fact
" $hat they furnished the *“sinews of
~war”.with which to bnild the roads,

open. the mines, aye, and even pay
the Governor his enormous and unrea:

sonable: salary. of $20,000, is. carefally]

g

sxeluded from Mx Oardwell, Og Mardh
y Governor - Seymour wWrites

to “reckless credit, competition and
overtrading ;” in the event of Union,
the Governor thinks that the Free
Port should be abolished. A despatch
from Governor Kennedy, dated De-
cember 16, 1865, enclosing the reso-
lations of the Assembly (which body
bad then repented of the unconditional
clause) asking for TUnion * with
the mode and amount of taxas
tion ” left for the people to deciie,
and asking for Responsible Gov~
ernment,” is next produced. In
a long dispatch from Governor Seymour
to Mr Cardwell, written from Rue de la Paix,
Paris, and dated February 17, 1866, the Vie

torin merchants are handled’ “ without
gloves” for their interference in the af-
fairs of the sister Colony; the Cariboo Sentinel
is denounced as the representative in Caris
boo of Victoria (a libel by an opposition
sheet which Governor Seymour shouid have
had better taste than to reiterate;) in the
face of the numerous and almost daily banks«
ruptcies, Governor Seymour assures Mr
Cardwell that “ British Columbia is flourish-
ing,” and, as proof thereof, a list of the pub-
lic works completed in 1865 (with Victoria
capital, be it borne in mind) is sketched out.
His Excellency then lays down a form of
government, by which he proposes to give
Vancouver Island jfour popular members,
divided as follows : Victoria, 2 ; Nanaimo,1;
and Comoz, 1. British Columbia is to fur-
nish 8 popular members, and the remaining
ten members are to be Government - officers
or appointees. The port of Victoria is de~
nounced as “not in the direct line of com-
merce,” and the assertion is made that no
vessels except those specially bound there
ever enter it. Nevertheless, His. Excel~
lency does admit that “ Victoria is the largest
city and the most agreeable place of resi-
dence,” but he thinks that ‘ in seeking Union
with Briuish Columbia, Vancouver Island re-
linquishes all claim to the possession within
her limits of the seat of Government.” (A mel-
ancholy fact.) A despateh from Mr Birch,
enclosing a petition for Union from ¢ 445
persons,” completes the list. It is evident
from the meagre extracts that we have quot~
ed, that Governor Kennedy Las used his best
endeavors to bring about Unien, while Gov~
ernor Seymour has left no stone uaturned to
belittle us in the eyes of the Colonial Office
and give us a bill that he knew we would lay
down our lives rather than accept. The plain
truth is this : Governor Seymour is not, in
favor of the Union of the Colonies, and has
thoroughly indoctrinated Mr Cardwell with
his views. The Derby Ministry may give us
an officer less susceptible to such influences;
but whether the Colonies be united or not,
nothing will excuse the position assumed by
the gubernatorial “ delegate ” of British Col-
umbia to Downing Street. He has not sim-
ply opposed Union, but he has also opposed
Annexation, and favored the adoption of a
system that amounts to nothing less than
Ancihilatian.

UNION OF THE COLONIES.

A BILL

FOR
The Union of the Colony cf Vancouver
Island with the Colony of British
Columbia.

Prepared and brought in by Mr Edward Fos-
ter and Mr Secretary Cardwell.

Ordered by the House of Commons to be
printed, 11th June, 1866.

Be it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excel=
lent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this present Parliament as«
sembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows :

1. This' Act may be cited as The British
Columbia Act, 1866.

2. Io this Aot the term Governor means
any Officer for the' time being lawfully ad-
minstering the Government. :

3. The Governor of British Columbia after
receiving an Address from the Legislative

this Act should be proclaimed by him, and
after having been officially informed that Ad~
dresses to the same effect have been adopted
by the Legislative Conncil ‘and Legislative
Assembly of Vancoaver'Island, shall proclair
(the same accordingly. . : ! ‘

lamation of this Act by the Governor of Brits
ish Columbia, the Qolony of Vancouyer Is-
land shall be and the same is hereby united

that the YVancouverians want to be

e e e o A S AN

Council of British Columbia requesting that

74 From'and immediately after the Proos

with the Colony of British Colu Lic, n‘nd,

thenceforth those two Colonies shall form and |

be one Colony, with the name of British Col«
umbia (which Union is in this Act referred
to as the Union.) .

5. Oa the Union taking effect; the form of
Government existing in Vancouver Island as
a separate Colony shall cease, ‘and the
power and authority of the Executive Gov~
eroment and of the Legislature existing in
British Columbia, shall extend to and -over
Vancouver Island; but in order thatprovision
may be made for the representation of Van-
couver Island in the Legislature of British
Columbia after the Upion, the maximum
number of Councillors in the Legislative
Council of British Columbia after the Union,
shall, until 1t is otherwise provided by lawful
authority, be twenty-three instead of fifteen:

6. Atter and notwithstanding the Union,
the laws in force in the separate Colonies of
British Columbia and Vancouver Island,
respectively, at the time of the Union taking
effect, shall until it is otherwise provided by
lawful authority, remain in force as if this
Act had not been passed or proclaimed; save
only that the laws relative to the' Revenue of
Customs in force in British Columbia at
the time of the Union taking effect,
shall, until it is otherwise provided by

lawfal authority, extend and apply to Van- |-

couver Island; and, until it is otherwise pro-
vided by lawful authority, the Governor of
British Columbia shall have, in relation to
the territory for the time being .under his
Government, all the powers and authorities
for the time being vested, in relation to the
United Kingdom in the Commissioners of
Her Majesty’s Treasury or in the Commiss
sioners of Customs, with respsct to the ap-
pointment ot warehousing ports, and the
approval and appointment of warehouses or
places of security in such ports, and every-
thing consequent thereon or relative thereto.

7. Nothing in this Act shall take away or
restrict the authority of the Governor of
British Columbia, with the advice and con-
sent of the Legislative Council .theredf, to
make laws for the peace, order and good
government of British Columbia either before
or after the Union ; nor shall anything in this
Act interlere with the exercise of any power
hat would have been .exerciseable by Her
Majesty in Council if this Act had not been
passed.

8. Until the Union, Rritish Columbia shall
comprise all such Territories within the Do-
minions of Her Majesty as are bounded to the
South by the Territories of theUnitedStates of
America, to the West by the Pacific Ocean
and the Frontier of the. Russian Territories
in North America, to the North by the Six-
tieth Parallel of North Latitude, and to the
East from the Boundary of the United
States Northwards by the Rocky Mountains
and the One hundred and twentieth Meridian
of West Longitude, and shall include Queen
Charlotte’s Island and all other lslauds adja-
cent to the said Territories, except Vancou~
ver Island and the Islands adjacent thereto.

9. After the Ucion British Columbia shall
comprise all the Territories and Islands
aforesaid, inclusive of Vancouver Island and
the Islands adjacent thereto,

The Acts described in the Schedule to this
Act are bereby repealed ; but this Repeal
shall not invalidate any Order 1n Council or
other Instrument issued ucder the Authority
of those Acts or either of tkem, or any Act
done or Right or Title acquired by virtue of
those Acts or of either of them or of any
such Order or Instrument,

SceEDULE.—Acls repealed —An Act to
provide for the Government of British Col-
umbia ; An Act to define the Boundaries of
the Coloby of British Columbia, and to ' con-
tinue an Act to provide for the Government
of the said Colony.

Legislative Assembly.

Fripay, August 3rd:

Speaker took his seat at 1:15 p. m. Pres-
ent—Messrs Trimble, Young, Ash, Mc~
Clure, Powell, Dickson, Pidwell, Carswell.

THE RESOLUTIONS.

Mr Young gave notice of motion to come
up on Monday next, that the resolutions in
reply to the Governor’s message of 6th July,
be transmitted by the steamer to leave on
that day.

The Speaker said the motion could not
form part of the order of the day, until
Tuesday, according to the rules of the
House.

Dr Ash gave notice that he would move,
“ That in consideration of the divided state
of opinion in this House, it is expedient
that no further action be taken in the matter
of the reply/to the letter of His Excellency
the Governor, dated July 6th.

On motion of Mr McClure, that the order
of the day be discharged, and standing or=
ders be suspended,iu order to admit of a
resclution being put—that the resolutions
in reply, be transmitted forthwith to the
Governor. House divided.

Ayes—Ash, Dickson, McClure, Young,
Carswell.

Noes—Pidwell, Trimble, Powell.

Tbe Speaker said that the majority re-
quired by the standing orders of the House,
passed 1st August, was not present.

THE CORONERSHIP.

The following despatch was sent down by
the Governor.

Vancouver Island
GovernMENT Housk, }
Vicroria, 3d August, 1866.

To the honorable the Speaker and members of
the Leyislative Assembly :

GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor to ac-
quaint the Legislative Assembly, that I bave
received instructions from Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to inform
the House that he has duly laid belore the
Queen, the address from the House, praying
that the order which purports' to revoke the
commission 'of Dr Dickson as Coroner, may
be disallowed.

The Secretary. of State does not appre~
hend that the appointment made by Governor
Douglas, confers on Dr Dickson the - irrevo~
cable interest which he olaims, and sees no
reason to doubt that the proposed change in
the wpde of performing the duties, is for . the
public benefit. For these reasons it has not
been'in the power of the Secretary of State

‘|'to recommend Her Majesty to accede to: the

prayer of the address of the Legislative As-
sembly. ’ . S

I have, &e.," iy
A. E. KENNEDY, Governor.

| stolen property to the British Consul at San
' Franoisco, with the request that it be restor-

' UNION

The following despatch was also received

from the Executive;.
Vancouver Island .
GovernMENT Hovsk,
VioToria, 34 August, 1866.
To the honorable the Speaker and members of
the Legislative Assembly : -

GeNTLEMEN :—I have the honor to enclose
for the information of the Legislative As~
sembly a copy of * papers relative to the
%ropOsed ‘Union of British Columbia and

ancouver Island” which were presented to
both Honses of Parliament by command of
Her Majesty, on the 31st May, 1866.

: have, &ec.,
A.E. KENNEDY,
Governor.

[ The papers embrace a series of des-
patches and replies from the Duke of New-
castle and Mr Cardwell, to the Governors of
these Colonies.]

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Mr Pidwell introduced his bill constituting
an Execative Council, consisting of four
members from the Assembly and three from
the Council, and moved that it be ' taken up
in Committee on Tuesday next.

Cries of no! no!

Dr Trimble was surprised to find hon.
members opposing so useful a measure as
this merely because the resolutions had not
been sent up. He considered such conduct
outrageous, ;

Messrs Young, McClure and Dickson,
spoke against going into Committee in view
of the Union bill now before the Imperial
Parliament.

Dr Powell favored the consideration of the
bill in Committee.

Dr Ash would not oppose if there was
any assurance that the bill would receive the
Governor’s assent ; but he thought it would
be only frittering away time to take up this
bill ; and there was, moreover, something
hidden and dark lying behind it.

[Mr DeCosmos here came in.]

Mr Pidwell replied in favor ot the bill, and
the House divided on the motion to go into
Committee.

Ayes—Trimble, DeCosmos, Powell, Pid-
well, (4).

Noes—Ash, Young, Dickson, McClure,
Carswell, (5).

The motion was lost..

THE RESOLUTIONS

Mr McClure gave notice that he would
move at the next meeting of the House that
the resolutions ‘in reply be sent up forthwith
to the Governor, and that the Speaker be
ordered to transmit a copy of the same by
the first mail.

THE WANT OF CONFIDENCE

Dr Trimble gave notice that he would
move at the dext meeting of the House, that
the portion of the resolutions passed in reply
to the Governor’s Message implying a want
of confidence, be rescinded.

HARBOR DUES AMENDMENT

House went into Committee on the bill
amending the Harbor Dues Act, and reported
the bill with amendments.

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT.

ouse in Committee on the:bill called the
“Debtors’ Reliet Act, 1866,” passed by Leg-
islative Council.

Clause I. ' Giving the Judge discretion to
require security to be given by the plaintiff
for costs and damages, before graating any
wiit of capias, ad respondendum or ne excat
regno, should same be obtained without reas«
onable cauge. Passed.’

Clause II. No writ or process against the
person to issue without satisfactory proof

Colony. Passed.

More CaPITAL.—Af the annaal general
meeting. of the propristors of the Bank of
British Nb'rtb'Ameriea, beld in London om
the 5th of June, Mr Burnley Hume, chairman
in the absence of Sir Minto Farquhar, mads
the following remarks in reference to the e~
sult of Mr Paton, the general manager’s
visit to this coast : “ He had informed them
at a former meeting that the directors ‘ine
tended to send out Mr Paton, the general
mapager, to inspect the branches on the Pae
cific coast. Mr Paton had performed the
duty with an intelligence and zeal that en-
titled him to the highest credit. He had
made & most able report upon the whole of
the business transacted at those establighe
ments, and that report made after the most
mibute examination, fully justified the divera
sion of a portion of the capital of the bank in
the East, where they were crippled by a false

legislation, to the West, where their capital
had free scope.” ’

Navan.—From the Panama Sar of the
26:h of June, we learn that the U. S. Steam-
er Suwanee, Capt. Paul Shirley, was to sail
on that day for Vancouver Island, touching
at San Francisco and the different ports. on
the Oentral American and Mexican Coasts,
Capt. Richard A. Powell, C. B., at present
commanding the cadet training ship Britan4
nia at Dartmoutn, has accepted the command,
offered to him by the Admiralty, of the screw
unarmoured frigate Topaze, 31 gans, . 2,659
tons, 600 horse power. as second officer in
command of her Majesty’s ship on the Pae~
ific station, vice Oapt. Michael de Courcy,

ship Favorite, originally intended for this
coast has been sent to the North Atlantic
station.

Tae NorTa-West GoLp Firrps.—Al~
ready parties are arriving and equipping
themselves for the Saskatchewan mines, and
several parties are making ready to start for
Rainy River gold fields, on our side of the
lie with canoes.  Definite information is
said to have been received, and these ens
terprising persons go out to locate the richer
claime. The Vermillion Lake people pushs
ing north may possibly forestall them, but
the country is large enough, and doubtless
the deposits rich enough 'to satisfy all
What are our Canadian friends doing that
they do not look after this rich portion of
tbeir territories ?—Nor Wester,

Danaerous Bringe—The bridge over the
ravioe leading to Ross Bay, is in a state dans
gerous to the life and limb of pedestrians and
horsemen. Several of the planks are gone
ard the whole structure will soon topple over
if some steps be not taken to secure it. We
bope that the required repairs will be made
immediately—as are now being done on the
James Bay bridge.

PHoroarAPEY.—Mr F Dally, Artist of
Fort street, has favored us with a photograph
giving a general view of the Volunteer eamp
at Clover point, just before the encampment
was broken up. The band master and his

round.

that judgment debtor is about to leave the \:usiciané figure conspiciously in the forew

Clause III. Persons arrested under pro-
cess against the person shall be discharged
on good security being given. Passed.

Clause 1V. As to suing out a judgment
debtor summons. Passed.

The Bill was then reported complete.

THE CORONERSHIP.

Mr McClure gave notice of motion asking
for copies of His Excellency’s communica~
tion to the Secretary of State for the Colonies
in reference to the address of the House in the
matter of the Coronership, and Mr Cardwell’s
reply thereto.

House adjourned till Monday at 1 P. M.

LOCAL INTELIGENCE.

Saturday, August 4th.

Scroor Examinarions.—The public cx~
amination at the Lake District and South
Saanich schools took place yesterday iIn
presence of the Superintendent of Education.
There were also present at the Lake District
school the Rev. Mr Gribbell, minister of the
district, Messrs. Jessup, Nicholson and Rus«
gell teachers, besides parents of the pupils.
The number of pupils at this school was 21,
and the examination was considered most
creditable. At the end of the examination
the following prizes, the gift of Mr Gribbell,
were distributed, viz. : to Mary Cheeseman
Albert Von Almon, Sophia Williams, Marga-
ret A. Nicolson, Mary VonAlmon, Cedra C.
Cheeseman, Eliza Williame and Thos. Lynd-
say. At the South Saanich school the num-
of children was only 11 and the progress less

marked. The following children were men- |

tioned as most deserving, David Thompson,
Thomas Porter, Mary Raby, Henry Raby
and Susannah Porter. . The Very Rev. Dean
Cridge who assisted in the examination and
also the Rev. Mr Gribbell addressed the
children, when they were dismissed to epjoy
the holidays.

A Casz or ConscieNoce,—The gold  watch
and chain, valued at $250 belonging to Capt
Naunton of the bark Kent, was stolen. from
him; atter the collision with the steamer
Oregon, and the delinquent A becoming no
doubt: eonscienca stricken, has returned the

ed to its lawful owner.

QUICKFILVER in a pure state has been
found at Leech River. . After one day’s sluics
ing a company found one pound and a half
in theirboxes. The dirt in which the quicks
silver was found was taken from the hillside
and was obtained by breaking up the bede
rock. b

Ar HaLr Masr—Official announcement
of the death of Hon. Lewis Cass, formerly U
8. Seoretary of State, having been received
at the office of the American Consul, the flag
was set at half mast yesterday.

Encrise Suippine—The H. B. Co.’s ship
Prince of Wales, sailed from London for this
port on the 30th of May. She is the only
vessel now on the way from England, .and
there were none loading at last accounts.

New Brunswick —Thirty-three members
of the new House of Assembly are in favor
of Confederation ; only eight members being
against it. This is what is called a clean
sweep.

RemaNDED.—The three Indians arrested
on a charge of murdering Robert Urin, were
again remanded yesterday, to await the pros
duction of witnesses for the prosecution.

GoLp BeariNg Quakrz.—A ledge of gold-
bearing quartz is reported to have been
lately discovered at Maple Bay, Cowichan,
near Mr Bowman’s hotel.

TeLEcrAPEIC—The State Telegraph flage
ship Ringed Wacer, Com. Haines, arrived
from Seattle, W.T., yesterday, on business
connected with the Company.

~ TrE “ CycLoNE.”—A letter received by J.
Robertson Stewart, Esq., of this city, an—
nounces the safe arrival at Adelaide, Austra-
lia, of the ship Cyclone. 5

TaE * CaLrorNiA” departed for' New
W estminster at 4 o’clock yesterday morning,

ey The schooner Indian Maid was sold
at Naoaimo, by order of the Vice Admiralty
Court, for $1550. : ,
. For Strea—The Prince Menschikoff will
sail torday with a full cargo.

e

returning to England. The armour plated

She had a fair freight and several passengers
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