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IMPORTANT . MEETING OF
~+HE BRITISH COLUMBIA TARIFF

. packers, and traders of British Columbia at
“the Theatre on Saturday afternoon, t0 con~
sider the inoreased. imposts and tolls levied
in that colony, wasvery numeronsly atténded.

.- recent duties in British
- were the men who had made that colony, and’

. to fifteen minutes each.

s-full: and  honest' expression of ‘our views on
' the ‘subject. ! aite :

. amended Customs ordinance, 1865, is an act

+' country'ean prevent this'result; even if such.

MINERS.

CONDEMNED.

The meeting convened by the miners,

On. the:platform we noticed Capt. Evans
r. Loring of the Diller

g

They

it appeared that the. legislature now wanted
to fleece and bleed them to their utmost ca-
pacity. If the policy at present adopted was

enforced it would be the sure means of driv~ | q
an

ing them out of the country. (Hear, hear.)
The Obairman further said that this was a,
meeting purely of miners and others inter-
ested in mining in British Columbia, and be
invited them all to come forward and express
their views, proposing to limit the speakers

The Secretary was then called upon to‘
read the following series of resplutions which

bad been prepared for the approval and
adoption of the meeting:

- Whereas ; Oar honorable Lawmakers have
lately passed at Act, increasing largely the
duties on imports into our colony, and we' the
miners, tradérs and citizens of the colony
who have all'our interests there and a patural
and ‘earnest desire to see it progress and
prosper, deem it to be our privilege as well ag
our duty to consider calmly, d‘eliﬁzrq;a;y, and
most respectfully this action, and to give the

L. Resolved., That in ohg) judgma‘nt the

of legislation . whicly is inopportune, nowise,’
impolitie, nojost and ioequitable in-its gen~
eral provisions. © ' i o el

. It is inopportane ;

1st, Beocause it largely inoreas¢s.the cost of
ing and trading interests of ‘the<country can ¢
least ;ﬂg d to bear such an increase. The

past seadon was in Avery sense an unprofita—
ble one, . The miner’s lahour was, to & great.

extent, spent -in preparing for future opera~
tions and his profits were amnbntly gmall.
The trader shared the small profits of the
miner. . This has prodiced a general feeling
of distrnst’ and depressien in the country.
The increased taxation only tends tojadd to
this hgling,; and thus deter both men and
capital from going into the comntry. .
2nd. ﬂé@npp;e,‘.a gold export, fax of 3 per.
cent has just been imposed ot .all treasure.
leaving the colony, which is in itsell a beavy
increase upon our former taxes. When to
this is .added a high tariff oo all the neces-
. /aaries of life, it becomeg a burdes from which

men  regarding their best  interests will flee’
‘ﬁhﬂqjﬂ:gﬂm ,ppértifﬂltly”i‘a“b ered. " | Loxti
“1t'fe nuwise and impolitic; .\,

1st. Because it will not increase the reve-.
nug of the colony. The great diminution in
the an‘lonn;t,'gﬁmgb;ﬁm into the colony caused
by this tariff will diminish the aggregate
_zevenue so much that.there will be a farge’
deficit to be made pp next year, when’ the’
mining population will be 80 small under the
operation of our new ti’iuiﬂ)’j’f it'Gannot. be
collected. . No direct importatiops into the

‘importations should enable traders-to furnish

sggpgicl at the sdme cost’ that”they could

country tha
. | for the puro

-godmother to them by
retarning (applause). He next denounced
the gysem of levying tolls as most oppress-
ive, and the only redeeming feature that he/
could see in it was that it would::have the
«ffect of driving miners away to other mic-
wouald succeed much
The true object in
every system of political economy that he had
 ever stadied was to impose duties on all
‘articles of luxury; and ‘exempt, as much as
possible, those which . added to, the: gost of
g.  Intbe'new customs tariff of British
Columbia that policy had not been observed;
the necessaries of life were heavily charged,
‘while the duties on luxuries were ‘compara~-
tively light. The iiners would not object
"to’ an 'equitable system of taxatiou ;!there
‘would 'b’q‘ij,oﬁ{gb%‘e,ctwu to taxing liquons. If
“$5, instead of four bits, he for

one, wonld only take one, where he now fook
y wonld ba: mueh better oft for i1,
(loud applavse). ..He was firmly, eonvinced
“that the imposition of taxes onthe “ beaps
stiaigbt/” and other necessaries vt the Miner,
his ipterests, and the

It is uojust and inequitable ;

ins.

Mr. Garfield baving

ing private eunterprise, robbin

-access,
reaching

than in Colorado, Nevad:,
other mining districts.

British

ing countries where they
_better (loud applause).

living.

{ Aiglns 2k

drinks were

ten, and .

done mader the old tariff,
s ot A LB % it
o3 usdy bi0) @8 ¥ ( et

was most prejudicial

vl O RIVEI

o the consame
‘is impracticable aod
as for” which it was enacted.
TIL That'a copy of these resolutions be
prepared for signatare, and when sigaed by
the migers and traders of British Columbia
now in this city, end by none others; they be
forwarded to His Excellency Governor Sey-
mour, who is hereby most respectfully re»
uested to lay them before the hon. Council
d Legislative Assembly for their consider-
ation, with this as our prayer, that they:will
cause the Oustoms Amendment Act to be
revised to suit the circumstances of the
country.

will find a better and more profitablée market
in the neighboring gold fields of Washington
snd Idaho Territorias.

_ 1st. Because theincrease in the absolute
necessaries of life far exceeds that on the
luxuries, thus making the laborer in the coun-
try bear the main, if not the whole, burden of
the taxation, ..As an instance,-the tariff on
beans, one of the principal articles of con-
sumption by the miner; is increased from?3
to 20 per cent, while that'on ale and porter
is enly increased from 10 to 40.per cent; 1he
tariff on flour is increased more thao three—
fold while that on wine is only doubled.
2d. The tariff is made to take effect at
once, thus causing a sudden and guick rise in
provisions in the miaes just as the season be-
By this means the miner will be foreed
in the spring, and per-
\pecessity 'to leave the
he has had a fair chance to
A reasonable aotice
% measure is as
_equit-

been called upon by
the meeting to propese the first resolation
said it was a question of considerable doibt
in his mind whether the meeting had acted
wisely in calling upoo bim %o open a discns-
sion on a. tariff in British Columbia, as he
had not given the subject that careful alten-
tion which .its importance demanded.’ He
would, however, say this, that he gave his
most cordial-asseat to the purport of the
resolution, as’ he condidered the new cus-
tom’s tariff most ‘“‘inopportude, nowise, im-
politic, unjust and inequitable.” He regarded
any measure having the effect of -increasing
the ‘cost of living to the miner as injurious to
‘the’best interests of ‘the ldtter and to the
conntry .generally. - It served. to keep the
country in a second-rate condition bydestroy~
g the winer of
his hard‘earpings, and robbing  the ‘country
of -its ‘population.  The meeting was well
aware that for the last two years the miners
of Cariboo had bad all they could do to meet
their own individual expenses. |
liviog in the colony. at a time when the min: | were femote .and topographically difficult of
' the conniry rough, the mines deep,
water plentifal, and the labor greater before
the auriferons deposit in: Oariboo
or any of ‘the
Nambers «f hard~
working miners had come back after expend-
ing all their labor in Cariboo, utterly rained-
Colambia was now acting 83 a kind
precluding them from

n

of those who had supported an iniguitous

earnings, should ever obtain their suffrages

measure that robbed miners of their hard

again (imwense applause).
Cries of Mr. Orr:
Mr. James Orr on ascending, the platform
was cheered. He said he had only known of
the meeting about an hour before and was
not aware who bad called it or who had
framed the resolutiors which had been read.
He thought however they were rather premas | g
ture. He sgreed with Mr. Garfield oo the | o
principle of admitting all artioles of ‘copsamp-
tion and necessity to the miugt at as low a
tate as possible., He then proceeded to point
out instances where he believed the tariff
would be foungd to operate favotably quoting
the item of floar to illustrate his -argument.
He wae, however, not. altogetber in favor of
the tariff which be considered was  inoppor~
tane” but not * inequitable’ It would no
doubt bear hardly upon the miners for a few
months, bat he believed the object and effect
of ithegtariff would b fo bring~importations
h - Columb save the

4

The mines

.direct to *Britis
i . 8 onal mﬂ ntering

b ae
elt 4 delicacy in seconding the
unless the word “‘inequitable”yWas expunged,
but he felt none, as the resolution had his
most cordial support. He did not pretend to
command a flow of language, but that was
not what was wanted, it was ‘sound common
gense, and he would speak Bis mind on the
‘mutter, as he thought every miner who was
interested should do (applauge). ' The mioers
of Cariboo bad unlready buiit up-oune city, and
they had no desire to expend their bard
earnings in building up anotber,;(cheers) nor
were they particularly anxious to pay for
elearing the stumps at New Westminster—
(great applause). He considered the reteal
legislation a manifesi injustice'to the mining
community, and now was the time for every
map, no matter where he hailed f{rom, to
raise hi= voice against it (chegrs). Miners
had worked hard, hoping to be able to obtain
material to work their claims, and now it was
to be more heavily taxed, whieh wonld render
their labor fruitless. He could enamerat 20
companies . organised for the purpose of
opening up the country, that would con-
tribute largely to the reveaue of the colony,
and which would be checked by the taxes
now sought , to be levied on their enterprise.
He could instance one company in particular
which bad been organised last fall, and had
come dowan here for means to carry. on their
andertaking, but they found that on $10,000
worth' of hardware, steel and gappowder that
they would require, they would have to pay
$2.500 out of their pockets  direct, to the
government. There was the Bed Rock Flume
Company, oo Williams Creek, which before
taking ‘out a single dollar, must expend
$150,000 for the good of the comntry ; this,
when complete, would enableside hill claims
to be worked, and give employment to 2,000
miners, every man of whom, doder this tariff
‘would have to pay at least sixty dollary, on-
the very necessaries of life.” If the miners:
were only allowed to have a fair show, they
would make’a country of it. Legislators
might try and drive them out of it, and leave
the country’to Ohinamen, but that woald .pot
suit men who had their whole'siake in that
country, and whose success depended entirely
upou its prosperity. He concludediby urging -
apon all mioers to come forward and express
their views boldly (applause), : e
The resolution was put by the Chairman, |
and carried unanimously. SR b
Mr . Butler Auderson came forward to' pro:
pose the second resolution. ' He did not kaow
that they bad acted wisely in ealling on bim,
but whether or not he had his interest inithe
colony, and intended to have his little ‘say in |
the matter. ' He believed the resolation was
the plain, outspoken honest truth. Qa general
principles he- was ‘opposed to-fariffs every-
where ; it 'was''a bad way< of getting a
révenue. Hefavored a direct tex. Mr. Or
had said this tariff was for encouraging direct
importation, . direct importation  from any-.
whare bat Vietoria. It did not make a particte
of difference where ;the goods came. frodi.’
The, only ¢ tarift was
was the bepefis, of certain , parties in the
'c&on"y,'hggedd‘pqs say Where; bat the effect
was to raise & large reveahe popi of the.
glgﬁon',ot‘b.ﬁappqo, (applanse)., It was’

ask bow many of them were not in a similar
position? (loud applause). Mr, Anderson
concluded a most eloguent and forcible
speech by reading again the resolation and
sat‘down amid great applause. ' ° ;

..+ Major Downie next addressed the meeting.
He #said he, in common with his brother
miners, was also deeply interested in British
Oolumbia, and he claimed an equal right to
raise ‘his voice against the hasty, ill-advised,

taking ‘goods to Kootenay from Washington
Territory, but in consequence Jf the new tariff
they had changed their minds and were now
going south of the boundarylive to Idaho
or Boise.
the duty imposed upongold and the increased
charges on the * beans straght,” and other
requirements of the miner,the effect of which
‘would be to drive out'rhea ‘who had &pent
their. last dollar in openiag the rescarees of
the.conntry.. He had himself been seven years
H® country, and had helred to develop it; ?rom\.‘ the Court at Williams’
every cent'he was worth had been spent in, - aber

ot

“take

single thing about ou
Thé great sim of these sapient ' legislators—
these wise men of Greece—was to try and
make ‘us take a short half-dollar (florin).
for

“instead - of Vietoria; where ' they might meet

thing, the tari waa.intended for | u Pound: :fisw: which ‘would!inflict a fine. oo

it.

njust legislation in that colony. He knew
f men who bad made every preparation for

He condemned in’emphatic terms

7, and he saw nothing bet

bat to
‘b 7

(1] § c 1 EnoVv
irements O 3

a big one ! (shouts of Ilaughtér).
No ‘British ‘colony bad evef had such oppor-
tunities of becoming a great country, but the
system of legielation parsued instead of
drawing people «intoit, and giving -encours

ed. He had observed that the editor of the
Columbian considered it an® admirable, far-
seeing, wise tariff. ' Yes, certainly it was a
most splendid tariff, but if they thought it
was going to' build np New Westminsier,
they were vastly mistaken (applause). He
drew a comparison between the relative ad~
vantages and prospects of New Waestmirster | t
and Victoria, and said they might talk about
getting’ their diract cargoes, but: he firmly
believed that the whole of New Westminster
together could not ‘- buy ‘ome cargo . of
goods, — (great Jaughter and applause).
The speaker after alluding to the number of
officials in British Columbia whom '‘the
miners were called upon’ to maintain and
the advisability of a‘ reduction in 'the ex-
pense which they entailed, concladed by in-
forming the meeting that he should now pro -
ceed to ‘Kootenay and' prospect there, and il
he did not succeed there :he should go still
farther South. He only wished the meeting
conld have 'been held in New Westminster

the wiseacres- faee ‘to face and tell them
what they thought of them. '( Laughter and
great applause.)

.Capt. Evans, the Chairman, addressed a
few forcible remarks to the meeting on the
resolution. He said one of the legislators of
British Colambia haé told him the other day |
that it mattered nothing to the miners of |-
Cariboo whether they paid twe cents or five
or six ceats of duty on what they used. Now
he would ‘ask the meeting if they were of
this opinion 2  Another' legislator  had told
him that there were below Lilooet over 2000
Chinamen mining, ‘'who did not contribute a
cent to the revenue. The Legislature of
British Columbia taxed white men all ihey
ootild: bear, bt they allowed these Chinamen
to ‘defraud the revenue of over $11,000 (ap~
plause). He'did:not objeet so much to the
amount of taxation, provided - all clagses of
the eommumnity bore ‘the.r proper ‘share. If,
“for instance, everybody were caught ss was
‘the honorable Treasurer of British Columbia
“ the other day, when he rushed down:to Vie-
toria to lay 10 a supply of muckamuck'before
the new tariff came intu operation ; the honor«
able gentleman arrived with' his suppliés at
New Westminster about’ balf-past < five
-o’clock, but alas! the new tariff eame:in
force at -half-past three, and just caught
him. nicely\ by two -hours-(loud laughter).
e said . the. legislators of British Columbia
seemed to be tryiog to see what laws they
' could enact to injare the miners ; no sovmer
“bad they passed the tariff; than they propused;

avery packer and miner whose anithals were
foupd grazing on pre-empted land, whether
fepced or net. Animals _would , therefore’

: "be ted on grain on the way up.at

ense
living.

e

'This resolution
mously. . :

resolution :
i Redolved that the miners preselt will
hereafter vote for no man who: favors aa
increase of taxation in British Columbis,
believing as they do that the burthens of the
1 { ar~ | people of that colony are greater than they
agement to enterprise, caused it t0 be avoid- | gan bear.
He said the miners hadpartly themselves
to biame for the mode in which they were at
present over-burdened with taxes, as they
never catechised the cendidates er
obtained an expression of their sentiments.
He cared nothing individnally for any squab-
bles between New Westminster and Vies
He wounld like to see both prospec
and grow until they became a second Lon—
Nor did he care ‘whether the’ goods
came from Victoria, London. San Francisco,
Sandwich Islands, or the Cannibal Islands,
what he and. the rest of the miners wanted
was the best goods at the cheapest rates.
(Cheers). ° ; -
"' T'his terminated ‘the proceedings, and Maj.
Downie ‘baving gone round with the‘hat te
collect contributions to defray the expenses,
the meeting, which was one of the most
orderly and most ananimous we ever attend-
‘ed, quietly dispersed. '

RUMORS FROM THE SEAT OF WAR.

had

don;

showed the extreme folly of increasing taxes
ata time when the couatry could not afford

The laws of commerce; like the laws of

the universe, were immutable.
collected and flowed in from every rill notil

it swelled into a mighty stream and flowed

into that ocean mart where people congre-
gated for commercial purposes. i
latare he contend=d had not the power of
diverting the legitimate channels of com-
merce any more thau they could chénge the
laws of creation. The speaker concluded by
calling in question a remack which he had
undersiood. 1™Mall from Mr. Orr, with refer.
to 1ncreased taxes reducing the price of

Commerce

The Legis-

Mr. Orrsaid he hid been mfsund\ifﬂoo’&a.

and explaived thie position he had taken.

Mr. Andersen -in seconding the last rese-

Mr.. Garfield tﬁién‘ bﬁ_‘er

oria,

*ﬂmmﬁ‘ d

lution said, the whole purpose of .this. tariff
was_to raiSe more money—imore revenie for
the Government. He would like to dsk whet
came of all the revenue which wascraised

k.

‘upani-

ed the’;' fol]j{iwing

looked for by the arrival of the
80n to-morrow morning. .« -

otherwise of the rumor will ba a

A number of‘meh‘s’;r‘ri’vgd- in ‘town om
‘Satarday night from Seattle, who report that
telegrams bad been received at'that placs
‘announcing the eapture of Charleston; South
Carolina; by Sherman’s forees: Oue:of the
 party, Mr. Foster, states that he gathared the
above information from thet.bnllﬁg

the Seattle Gazeite. The confir

Eliza: Aader-

The action of the
promised graat to

Entererise Discovracep,—The - projec-
‘torsof the Williams'Creek Meadows Amal~
gamation' Company have been so discoure
aged by the recent unwise legislation in
British Columhia that they have seriously
thought of abandoning: the whole scheme..
overnment in refnﬁng the
apt. Evans, after
years of arduous and expensive labor om
Lightning Creek, leads the Meadows - Com</
pany to fear that a like illiberal policy may)
be pursued -in regard to’ their -contempiated”
apllication for siwmilar advantages on Wil-

is two
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. Tur Mixess’ Peritioy,—The re 'v';lutionl
passed. at the meating of British Columbis
miners on Saturday lies at Well, Fargo &
Co’s Express office for signatare. .-
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MgegHANIOS! INSTITUTE LlBBA;R_!.;_-;v;ﬁThO In-
stitute  has received from Mr, F, F,Davis a

-donation. of., fifteen. volumes for the library,

......

including Boswell’s Life of Johnsen, Biblio
graphical Macaal of English Literatare, Pil=
.grim's Progress (illustrated), Fremout's Orea

| gon aud Californis, & ;. .
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