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THE EVENING TELEGRAM,

OF
RITY.,

A Sermon preached by the Bishop of
Newfoundland in St. Thomas’s Church
on Sunday, Dec. 6th, 1914.

“In the Day of Adversity Consider.”
—Ecclesiastes vii, 14.

There are very few thoughtful per-
sons who will not be ready to consent
that to our Nation the present is in-
deed a “day of adversity.”

And though it does mnot belong
either to me or to this place to deal
with the affairs of nations, yet I do
feel that a monitory word cannot be
inopportune, and that I am well with-
ing my province when I lift up my
voice at this juncture, even here, and
say “Consider.” For it'is in the very
nature of the excitement which the
occasion produces to make the duty
of consideratior more difficult. And
therefore it is more necessary that
rcligion should come in to enforce it.
Anrd we can never forget-that there
iz nothing, perhaps, which more
grieves our Heavenly Father than this
inconsideration of His providence, ac-
cording to that affecting climax of all
His pleading, “The ox knoweth his
“owner, and the ass his master’s crib,
“but Israel doth not know, My people
“doth not consider.”

It would be the greatest mistake to
suppose that afflictions of any kind,
personal or public, ever necessarily
produce a true thoughtfulness. All
experience testifies of the contrary.
Who that has gone through sorrow
and trouble could not tell of the dis-
appointments he has felt with regard

‘to the moral effects he thought that

trouble would produce upon his mind?
Who cannot tell of those times wasted,
and, worse still, of a sullen, proud,
shutting up of “himself into his own
thought, occupied selfishly and morose-
ly with himself, or of a hardening of
heart at the very moment when it
ought to have melted, and of rebel-
lious feelings, aye, temptations and
falls, such as he never would have
conceived to be possible in a time of
affliction?

And as regards seasons of public
calamity all history bears testimony
that times of pestilence, times of
famine, times of war, have been
characterized to an enormous and in-
credible extent by an almost un-
paralleled state of demorahzatxon and
vice.

And, to compare small things with
great, many of us can remember
scmething of this sort in the days
which succeeded the great Fire which
leid waste more .than half of
St. John’s in 1892. Have you forgot-
ten the condition of the city on the
Sunday and Mcnday after the Fire?
One might have supposed that such
an awful visitation would have -sol-
emnized the whole community? But
what did we see? Immediately men
who had previously been regarded as
peaceful, law-abiding citizeng, gave
themselves to robbing and looting,
and  women were caught in the very
act of setting fire to houses. Indeed,
had it not been for the opportune ar-
rival ‘of the two warships that were
rushed to the scene with bluejackets
and marines to guard our public
buildings and patrol our streets the
city would have become a prey to an
amount of lawlessness fearful to con-
template. It is not vain, therefore,
that the Spirit warn us, “In the day of
Adversity, Consider.”

And now let me pursue the sub-
ject very practically, and let me urge
you, my people, at this moment to a
balanced frame of mind, to be deliber-
ate and serious, never speak or think
lightly of this War. A Christian
should be above the commonplace,
much more above the levity of peo-
ple of the world. And for this rea-

gon—they look only at facts as they
come to the surface—the Christian
sees always within and underlying

the facts the mind, the will, the
presence, the cause, the purpose, the
glory of God. Therefore- think
measuredly, and speak discreetly. It
is a very solemn thing with which we
have to do.

Hitherto the danger has been to.us
who are living in this island, remote
from the scene of conflict, and en-
grossed in our own little interests—
[and this strikes one especially on
coming back from England, and aiter
seeing and hearing all that is trans-
piring there] to us, I say, the danger
is of regarding it as we regard a
spectacle, a thing which lies some-
where away from us in the distance,
and with which we are not personally
concerned. We ought not to feel
that. For what is the cause of man,
and the cause of the Church, and the
cause of God, is our cause. Who
knows how near it may come to us
and how scon? Therefore try to
view and to talk of the matter with-
out prejudice, without party, but, still
more, without trifiing and = without
indifference. There is too mueh of
eternity in it thet we should ever run
at that low level.

As war. goss on there is always-a
danger of the lowering of the moral
standard in thcse who are affected by
it. For instance, there is always a
tendency to think less and less of the
value of human life. The mind fa-
miliarizes itself far too quickly with
slaughter, and the awful sacrifice of
victory. Therefore be always re-
minding yourself of what life is in
God's sight, what one life is, what it
has cost, what it is worth, what is its
destiny. Never forget the souls of
seilors and soldiers. There they lie
by thousands, all those dead bodies—
had they not souls? Where are they?
And remember, the battlefield is
not the whole of the War, Is it the
chief part? There is the pageant, and
the eye is delusively drawn ‘to'its
focus. But what is behind? Follow
the ambulances—go into the hospitals
—visit the mansions and cottages, the
homes of the béreaved—the widows
and the orphans—see 'the devastated
land, and the silent factories, and
famine stalking wildly wherever the
foot of armies has trod—and hear the
wail of wretchednecss echoing long to
the shout of triumph—that is war!
And if you think of this, need I
say —never do you omit to do all
you can to reconstruct the broken
pieces: always throw your. biag in
every conversation you ever hold, or
anything you ever write, throw your
bias on the side of peace. Do not
merge your. individual responsibility
in this matter in the general ocean
of politics, strive in every -way you
can to advance peace. And no one
kpows, or can know, how far any
word he says or writes may reach for
evil or for good, for discord 'or for
truce. Therefore always lead every-
tking to peace.

And let me urge upon you another
consideration. If this war continues
there can be no doubt whatever that
times of distress and suffering are
before us. If the war continues we
shall be at war prices. Many men
will fail in business. Some of us
will have our incomes diminished.
The sick and the wounded are already
.counted by hundreds of thousands,
and call for sympathy. You may not
be able to go and render your per-
sonal attendance, but they will be
within reach, and in need of your gifts
and . charity. So will your poor at
home. Therefore at once begin to or-
der your expenses, so that you may be

ready for extra calls which will cer-
tainly come, 'Retrench: curtail your
indulgences, so you will be safe. So
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‘Therefore however mpysterious,

‘tewards God, done for Christ's sake, it

will make room which love will want

softly. It ill becomes such a time as
this to walk in pride, to flaunt in

faghion, and to roll in selfishness, Is

it not rather a time for humiliation

and thought = and repentanoe and
amendment?
And still more--pray about this
forget it; in your family prayers do
not forget it; and in Church remem-
ber it. Come to the:special services
of Intercession which are held:in all
our Churches on Fridays and Sun-
days. Besides the Special Form of
service which has been prescribed
by ‘authority there are several parts
of our ordinary service which are ad-
mirably applicable. Take occasion by
them, and throw more than usual
feeling and intensity when you come
to those sentences—‘Give peace in
our time, O Lord: because there is
none other that fighteth for us, but
only Thou, O God.” “That it may
«yplease Thee to give to all nations uni-
ty, peace and concord: We beseech
‘Thee to hear us, good Lord.”
There was once a war which was
ruled not so much by the battle in the |
plain as by the hands which were
held up upon the Mount. And at this
moment the English nation is that
Mount, and the prayers of the Church
throughout the British Empire, if they
be patient and sustained, as Moses
was, will do more to decide the issue
and maintain the right than aill the

-batons of Generals and the guns of

Dreadnoughts.

But the man who would ‘“consider”
must have his eye more upward.
What if man threatens, what. if the
passions of men are raging? “The
Lord reigneth, the Lord reigneth; He
sitteth above the water floods.” Do
you understand that? In the familiar
language of prophecy the waters are
always the nations. ‘He sitteth above
the water floods”—i.e., above the
agitations of nations—“and He re-
maineth a King for ever.” “He order-
eth all things after the counsel of His
own will.” “He shall work and who
shall let it?”—“and the wrath of man
ghall praise Him:” and if there be
any wrath that does not praise Him,
that wrath shall not be, for “the re-
mainder of wrath He will restrain.”
how-
ever awful, this war may seem, do
not give way to foolish fears, and un-
believing apprehensions. Have faith
in -Sovereignty.. The *masses of
mighty fleets and armies are but pup-
pets of which He holds the strings.
Kings may reign and Emperors may
decree, but the command  of the Lord,
it shall stand. “Be still - and know
that I am God,”—“fer I know the
thoughts which I think towards you”
—says God to His own—“I know the
thoughts which I think towards you,
thoughts of peace and not of evil,
to give you an expected end.

We had, perhaps, thought in our
simplicity that the age of war had
passed, and that in the march of
civilization we had reached a point
where everything would. have been
settled upon moral principles, and by
the'laws of international jurispru- |
dence. But God is teaching us what
we might have learned from His
Word, that it is not so, nor will be, so
long as this Dispensation lasts. Be-
fore the flood this was man’s charac-
ter—“Every imagination of the
thoughts of man’s heart was evil con-
tinually.” And after the flood had
swept over the earth and done its
worst this is the character still. God
is careful to identify the very words—
“the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth.” And all that
has raged over our. world since the
creation, and all that has happened
to it, and all its sufferings, and all its
education, and all its culture—[how
we hate that word “culture!” it has
been so grossly abused]—and all its
advancement, has never made man
really one bit wiser. We have reason
to- believe and expect that as the end
of the world comes on, things will be
quite as bad, aye worse. Arts and
sciences will never hush war, and
knowledge and experience will nev-

er change man's heart, or weaken
human passions, It is Christ's com-

ing which: will do that: ‘and then,

and only then “they shall beat their
“swords into ploughshares, and their
“gpears into pruning hooks, and na-

“tion shall not lift up sword against
“nation, neither shall they learn war

{¢‘any more.”

- 'And all these things which are be-
ginning now to come to pass in the
earth, they may be—I do not say they

l.are—but they may be . the predicted

signs and harbingers of the Advent.
| Greater things than their authors ev-

| er: ‘thought of may be evnlvins from :
g thoae movement.s which we are ‘S0

will be an appropriate and aceept.able :
act itself of humiltaﬂom, and so youl

for its exercise. I advise you to go|

war.” In your private prayers do not |
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desire to announce that

THE CHRISTMAS STOCKS

Are Now Complete
Aud Ready for Inspection.

Gloves, ete.

- Wallets, ete.
Hardware

Jelly Servers, Berry

Cut and Krystol

Sets, ete., ete.

GROCERY DEPARTMENT.

Furniture Department.

SPECIAL

NOTICE.

TOYS AND DOLLS.

As usual our Shop and Showroom will be
devoted to the display of all kinds of Toys, Dolls,
Perfumes, Ladies’ Dressing Cases, Hat Pins,
Manicure Sets, Albums, Handkerchiefs, Shppers

The Gents’ Furnishing Dept.

Has on display a complete line of Smokers’ Out-
fits, including Silver Mounted Oak Cigar and
Tobacco Cabinets and Pipe Racks, Cigar and
Cigarette Cases, Meerschaum and Briar Pipes,
Match Boxes, Dressing Cases, Shaving Outfits,

Department.

Novelties shown include Watches, Silver
Table Sets, Carving Sets, Silver Butter Coolers,
Pickle Dishes, Cruets,
Bon-Bon Dishes, Hanging Lamps, Slides, Skates,
Marmalade and Jam Dishes, Tea, Dessert and
Table Spoons, Dessert and Table Forks, Dessert
and Table Knives, Gravy Ladles, Pie Servers,

Waiters, Cake Baskets,

Spoons, 5 O’clock Tea

Spoons, Fruit Knives, etc.
Crockeryware Deparment.

Glassware, comprising

Pickle Jars, Decanters, Preserve Dishes, Butter
Coolers, Claret Jugs, Tumblers, Preserve Dish-
es, China Dinner Sets, China Tea Sets, Cake
Plates, Celery Dishes,
Table Sets, Preserve Sets, Nut and Fruit Bowls,
Cake Stands, Glass Top Salt & Pepper Shakers,
“Royal Bareuth” China Milk Jugs and Fancy
Ornaments, Irridescent and Opalescent Glass
Vases from 40c. pair to $1.50 pair; Toy Tea

Flower Pots, Krystol

Table Raisins, Icing Sugar, Grapes, Oranges, Applzs, Essences, Kop’s Wines, Canned Fruits, Bottled
Fruits, Fancy Biscuits, Chocolates, Syrups, Jellies, Pickles, Chutne; vy, Worcester Sauce,
Savory, Sage and Thyme, Spices, Hams, Bacon, Green Peas, Citron, Lemon and Orange Peel ete,

Relish, Catsup,

We have an enormous range of Furniture most suitable for Christmas Gifts, including Easy Cha1rs
Rockers, Card Tables, Writing Tables, Book Cases, Sideboards, Pictures, Desks, etec.

Don’t let this Christmas go by without getting a Victor Gramaphone. All the world over, wherever music
is appreciated and Christmas is observed, ‘Santa Claus wlil bring one gift that will be sure of a welcome: this
~will be a Victor Gramaphone.

The Most Appreciated Gift is the One that is Best Selected.

The ideal Gift is something that is wanted. There’s something here for everyone—=from the comfortable
- Arm Chair for “grandad” to the tiny toy for the toddling tot.

You have seven different Stores from which to select your gifts:—Grocery, Crockeryware, Hardware
(including Gramaphones), Men’s Furnishing, Ladies’ Showroom, Dry Goods and Furniture.
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Here and There.

MORE DIPHTHERIA.— A case of
diphtheria was reported to the Health
Authorities: from Quidi Vidi yester-
day afternocon.

Only One “BROMO QUININE”
Whenever you feel a cold coming on,
f the full name, LAXATIVE

QUININE. Look for signa-

% @r G;ove @L igpx. 25¢.

BROM
dec2;
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knowledgements towards the Christ-
fan Bros. Collection, published in yes-

In an article which recently appe
ed in the London “Evening News,’
W. G. Faulkner stated: “In m
my inguiries I discovered one
ficant fact. This was that one
_pany—the Gas Light and Coke

pany—had among their 0
2 500 doctors who had gas fires
led in their houses, some as m:
ten or a dozen; that 1,500 of
doctors had become users of gas
ing t!}::d past three years, dand

. Hogan, St. Patrick’s, | ool




