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‘Who Have Striven
Nobly to Infuse New
Life Into the Feminme

Slavs

VER their samovars of tea, when
Russia scas in the throes of war and
virtual revolution, the feminine stu-

Qents of the land of the czar gave encourage-
ment to the young men who were planning
the overthrow of the old order of things.
'Nothing came of it but talk. ;

Only a feso years later more practical
evidences of the new thought came into being.
{This time it was not in the form of firebrand
speeches, but in plain, simple work among
the poor.

Cultivated Russia is one thing; the
vast land of the common people is another.
{They are separate and apart, though of the
same nation. But this latest awakening is
Yestined to bring them closer together. For
the social worker has made her appearance.
iThe scoman who goes into the dwellings of
the poor and nurses their sick. teaching them,
at the same time, how to avoid ill health by
sanitary living—this is the new woman of
Russia, and she is one of the greatest of inno-
vations the czar's people have known for.
many, many years.
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HE czar of Russia is up against it again. Ace
customed he has been to nihilists. But now

I he's the storm center of a horde of aroused

women.

If it was the “votes for women" movement, some
Americans might even sympathize with him. But
that's not it by a long shot. A request has actually
been made for a college for higher feminine education,
and Americans are willing to foot the bilL

Vocational and professional work for the skirted
sex has heretofore been altogether out of the ques-
tion in Russia. A trained nurse even is considered
an unpardonable innovation

In a nutshell, this is the real reason that bars a
million dollar university and seminary at St. Peters-
burg. One of the buildings was to be reserved for
girls and youwng women They were to be taught the
Classics and iy LLIug cisetlivy - naeuicd to-KnOw. The
seminary would even be open to them. To make mat-
gters worse, the professors and teachers were to be of
their own sex. From a Russian point of view, it was
9o wonder that the czar put a strong veto on the
plans of the Baptists when he heard that women were
go be admitted to the seat of learning

F i TO ARGUE WITH THE CZAR

But there is still hope. Three prominent clergymen
are on their way to St. Petersburg to have a private
audience with the czar and present their views on the
all-important subject. The ministers are the Rev Dr.
MacArthur, pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church and
president of the American Baptist Alliance; the Rev.
Russell H. Conwell, pastor of the Baptist Temple, Phil-
adelphia, and the Rev. F. B. Meyer., of London

These men are all strong champions of womens
rights, in the sense that they sho 1d have the privi-
leges of higher education ar pe allowed to teach
the young, attend to e sick, work for the social
betterment of humanity and enlighten their less for-
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GIRLS ARE HANDICAPPED

The situation In Russia is heing
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Odessa, on the Black sea, two year , and returned
with her husband to Philadelphia, Si
to joining in the work again upon their return

keenl watched
sslan miy
his fel

er who is

itrymen
in the

hed gone to Ge

is looking f

ussia in a year or two
woman is handicapped in ev
ed, in our cc

“A youn
far as educalion is conce !
Mr. Alf said recently. ng is con-
sldered enough for any girl, and a great d 1 of that
s spent in gymnasiums. The Russian government con-
siders that if a lass |s strong phys 11y and develops
into a strong, healthy woman, it Is sufficient. Her
mentality isn't considered. She isn't supposed to have
brains .

“The physical education is all very well, but our
women are opening thelr eves. They want something
smore. Those who have traveled in other countries

the T
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‘Eight years' sct

fave noticed the broader sphere of a woman's life
and the professional and business opportunities that
@re open to the girls, such as being school teachers,
tralned nurses and stenographers,

“In Russia these duties are not considered a
woman's. She can either work in a mill or stay at
home. In the country districts the peasant maids and
matrons labor on the farms.

“One of the greatest needs of the country is female
school teachers. The mothers have recognized this for
vears, but until recently nothing had been done. Even
the little tots. boys and girls, are taught by men, who
naturally haven't the same tender influence over them
that a woman would have.™

Miss Martha Wensk, the daughter of Frederick
Wensk, a wealthy brick manufacturer and builder of
Lodz, was among the first 0 become interested in this
work. She came to this country and took a three-
years' course in the Chicago Training School, and vis-
ited all the large cities of the country, investigating
the educational facilities and the work carried on by
the women's settlement houses She inspected tene-
ment houses in particular, as there are a great number
of them in the large cities of Russia. and noted the fare of the poor, and one of her first steps was to
conditions of the model homes, in contrast to those ©rSanize a similar institution In Lodz, to which some
where the comfort of the tenants is not taken into of the most prominent of her ceuntrywomen belong.

Jacssizr Naurses
Who Were
Educaled
in Sermany

The success of this institution will no doub: mean
the founding of many similar ones throughout Russia.

Miss Wensk would like to broaden her work, but
her only assistan: is her sister, Miss Alma. Encour-
aged by her success, she is already planning to send
several young women to this countfy next year to
qualify themselves for normal work. One of these a
young Jewish woman, will come to Philadelphia next
fall

Lodz was the best city In which to start a work
of this kind. for it is a great manufacturing place,
and is called the Manchester of Russia Many of its
women have literally lived in factories from girlhood.

Another woman has recognized the need of Chris-
tian work in Lodz She is Miss BRertha Eden, of
Warsaw, who opened the first training school in
Russia for nurses. Female nurses have never been
tolerated in Russia, and they are not to be found in
any of the hospitals. Bu: many Russian girls have
had a desire to care for the sick, s> they went to

1deration.

Miss Wensk was particularly Impressed by the Lodz with one hundred girl
work of the women's clubg in looking after the weil-
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Berlin and worked in the hospitals there. Hundreds
of Russian nurses are now doing good work in Ger-
many. There was no place for them to get the itrain.
i laitclr owa'wounlbry, so they went ‘to 'the ‘Father-
land and remained there

Miss Pertha Eden was one of these. She was ex-
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brigh*. and it was no time at all until she
or head nurse. She figured out
women were in 0o much demand
uld be just as useful in their
So she went to Lodz, taking fifteen Rus-
rurses with her, and opened a training school
es would be called settlement workers in this
for they not only attend to the sick, but go
» the homes of the poor and show the people hov-

v can be :r their condition. teach mothers how
to care for their babes and see that the chiliren are
sent to school

The movement is handicapped because the girls in
training cannot get the needed experience in hospitals;
but they are placed in private homes and the trained
nurses superintend their work. There are about a
hundred s:udents at present.

The nurses are never at the nursery. As soon as
they are thirough one job. another is waiting for them,
They not only go into homes, but also visit factories.
If they learn that a girl is not in condition to work,
they immediately report the case to the firm and et
permission for her to go home for a rest. The mill
hands have already found. that the nurses are their
friends. and are quick to report brutal treatment or
lack of sanitation to them

NURSE RICH AND POOR

“The pioneer nurses are of service to all classes
of people, the rich as well as the poor,” says the
Rev. Mr. Alf. “Of course, the poor people are not
charged anything: and, for that matter, these noble
women prefer to devote their energies to the un-
fortunates who cannot afford even the necessities of
life. not to mention the luxuries.

“The work has already become so great that the
force of trained women cannot handle the hundreds of
cases that come under their notice, and it is expected
that their number will soon be supplemented by other
Nussian and Polish women from Germany, who cannot
join their sisters until the terms for which they have
contracted to work have expired

“At Odessa the work has been taken up on a
smaller scale by Miss Amelia Grossman and Miss
Martha Krautman. both of whom are graduates of the
Berlin nurses’ training schools. They are both mem-
bers of good families and labor solely for the love
of it What they are most anxious to combat is the
tenement evil. In both Lodz and Odessa it is the rule
for the poorer people to live in tenement houses be-
cause the rent is cheap, and there is a neighborly
feeling among them that is hardly to be duplicated in
more isolated houses. A great many people would feel
lost if they left these human beehives.

“Although fifty or sixty families often live in one
house, the conditions in some places are far better
than In this country; but then again there are build-
ings that are terrible.”

The next efforts of these Christian women will
probably be directed toward the Cossacks on the
Kuban and Don rivers. The Cossack girls have never
received much schooling. They are tralned, as are
their brothers, to be great fighters and horsewomen.
Their education is only a secondary matter, Few
women in the world can stand as much. They can
ride for days at a time without getting tired. Indeed
some of them can outdo thelr brothers and husbands.,

But there are some women in Russia who have not
hearts of steel. They think that at least some re-
strictions should be put on the strenuous schooling of
‘lh»se.girls, that women are net born 1o he fighters,
but (that tove cand affo itonyshould <be Unculcated In
t r Louils rather ‘than the desire for combat. It
would not be surprising to see a school for them
founded very shortly., Several officers have been inter-
ested in the movement and have given their suppopt.
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Rockefeller. He gives nearly all the credit for her judgment invariably proved better than my own,
business trans-

his wealth to his wife,

O.\'}: of those candid husbands is John D. a time her advice ran counter to

She has known
“Why,” saild he recently, “If it had not attions from the very beginning of my career
been for her business sagacity. for her clear instinct our oil dealings were so small that we couldn’'t afford

aftairs. I'd have been a pcor man today. Many to have Rogkefeller kept
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who had the same confidence
judgment; and he proved it,
mitting it. That was the late E. H. Marriman. When
his will was read. it appeared that he had left all
his interests in the hands of Mrs. Harriman, prob-
ably the greajest individual collection of business
and financial enterprises, and among the most intrl-
cate and difficult, ever intrusted to a woman.

These are modern examples; and American affairs
rush on so hurriedly that it sounds like the distant
past to refer to the years when A T. Stewart and
Commodore Vanderbilt were the money paragons
whose wealth was worshiped. But the story was no
different then as to the reality of the wife's business

averred that much If not all of his success In (ndo"
should be credited to his wife, while of the energetic
old commodore ‘the anecdote ‘of his Arst o) start
is among the most treasured in the Vanderbllt family.

His wife was looking after the humble hotel they
had been running when he was well nigh distracted
for the cash he needed to embark upon his early
steamship enterprise. The Vanderbilt credit was very
different from what it became in after years, and the
commodore always hated to let anybody into the
subcellar he was digging for himself.

“How much do you need?”’ asked hls wifte.

"Oh"—with that dismi:sing tone men have for amy
one who can't help them on the spot—"I need thou-
sands."

“Well,"” she reioined, “if $3000 is enough, I can
give to you. That is what I've saved out of the
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ive, Is that of Senator Gore, whose blitdness has
made him totally de dent on his wife. Literally
Mrs. Gore has been his standby and his galde

One can tak the widest extremes ard find the
wife' the power that has often been bihind great
men in all walks of life. General Russeil A. Alger,
in this country, used to delight in saying that to his
wife he owed the very beginnings of his career—and
they went back to log-cabin days. No si anger con-
trast could be found for the Algers than that of the
dramatist Sardou, with its setting of French art
and Intrigue on the stage

With all his genius. Sardou could aot force his
way into the theaters that alone could sive him op-
portunity for fame. But Mme, Sardou ¢ould do it for
him. She made friends with the popular and influen-
tial actress, Mlle. Dejazet; and, when the time was
ripe, implored the actress to make a hearing for the
author. At Dejazet's word, the reluctant theater
doors flew open, and the world has since acknowl-
edged that the man whom his wife's tact brought to
the fore was its supreme creator of masterpleces of

courage and shrewdness. Mr. Stewart unhesitatingly stagecraft,
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