ot otten,” | answeroef, saluy,
and 1 G sorry you have cowme back
rich by thls means, Fred.”

“Yon must not preach,” he sald,
quickiy 10U We.0 wiwuys didposad
to be priggish and to sermonize |
often think that that last word lost
you Conrad Gordon, Beckle.,”

“Perhaps 50, was my 1:ply

“Ang « good less too, he added,
with a sudden flerceness. ‘I say a
good loss—damn him' There!"

rallau.  Jdush!  r.ed; you forget

youreelf and me You are not just.”’

“Has any one been just to me—
acted justly towards me, Rebecca?”
1 contnued, in the same fierce
atra‘n. “Have | not been a scape-
goat all wy ife?”

He got up, and paced the room with
long, impetuous strides; he struck the
tabie with his hand as he passed |t,
and scattered my books on the floor

*What has disturbed you, Fred? of
what have you to complain?” | asked.

“It 18 easy to inquire, but not easy
to explain he sa.d becoming som
what calmer after this But 1 have

not been treated well he need not
have 1aken me so completely at wy
word,” N

“You reieased her {rom the engaze-
mentfor 1t of . YOu are splak-

ing, I cuppos
“Oh, yes—yqs.
“and you not mes
*“l meant every word |
he interrupted, angrily
was 1 when |
have seen that
ger—walited till

aid then,”

1+ h done, to
God! to tind her
“You have no
Fred,’ 1 urged |
o |
father }
of the
suaded her what g1l it |
was. He always bated n H
muttered i
“ywell, we v \ why 1
sheculd you ha ‘[
t 1
| ¢
|

you ha
“All th

h Z.
worse judge
acter thau are most of
1 as mistaken in my est
I had b all a

as n, to
Conrad Gordons?

It seeme] so0; for Fred Bevis was
unlike the old brother of mine from
that day th De his long
silence, his oucrender of rll claim to

e was a man who
with a grievance,

Mary's affections,
had returned book
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He renewed h!s acquaintance with
Conrad Gordon and Mary Living in
g0 small a town; was impossible to
prevent this meeting: indeed, It
was [mpossible to s why they
should not meet. People who have |
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and was disposed to nurse It, to his
prejudice and my disconfiture, He
Wgs not my brother Fred again He
was a moody, discontentel man, who
cast a gloom over the house rather
than helyed to brighten {t, as 1 had
always thought he would I missed
old hearty laugh which had been
natural to him: | began to fear him
and his moods a little, 10 be sorry, af-
ter awhile, that he d come back, al-
though it was har In my heart to
think very badly of him. He was not
the man for whose return | had pray

changed their minds cross each other's
path with every hour of the day, and

these were commonplace folk who

might be trusted to play propriety.
Conrad Gordon thought so—even

turned the first meeting of the old

lovers into a jest, as {f anxious to put
them at their ease And Mary Cor-
, proud of her husband’'s love, and
very warmly, was at
at once. She had no sus-
picion the o!d passion burning in
the breast of Fred Bevis; she had out

lived her first yomance, and she felt
glad to meet hid as a friend, to laugh
even at the follies ot the past, the
house cards which had been built

between them, and allowed to co se,
when they were almost boy and girl.
Fred affected to laugh also; but alone
i i at night 1 could hear him

bbing a child or raving like a
radma he was very weak
poor Fred; weakness had tak-
en f se, and th was ‘
dar anger to others as
W t |

CHAPTER 111, |
i 1 announce-
at the ni-

v g-day was to be
elebrated by It would be a
rand ball, everyboly was -certain;
vien there was rLun

pay, It was :

: to miss

He was
fering a
¢ wWas encoura
vious nei

selves,

> to the count
Xtravagrance

ring,
LIN-

be verified by

Priest er

can
the Parish

lsidore, Que., ‘98
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Merchant |
12 May, !
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~uch high

| with you, do you think?"

tions to the fete th alacri and |
mustered in goodiy numbers to the
show |
I had had a faint Frr-xi'
would decline the but he

professed himself anxious to be my es-
cort, and Mary's urgent lctter to me
was one to which I could not say no.

1 glad to hide
gayety, but it was
the t year of their
s, and | must come, Mary
I did not like the idea,
1g to their house without
ad became grave and
te days, 1 have said;
doubtful of a manner that
from natural

We went.to The Limes the day be-
fore Christmas-eve; it was the end of
one year aud the beginning of another
in Mary Gordon's Iffe It became a
memorable date to me I was like
some one behind the scenes who knew
more than the rest, and had grown
uneasy with the knowledge. was a
spy in their midst,—as earnest and gs
watchful to me, and it mighsebde in my
power to shwart it, with God's help.

It was a night of shadow, despite my
eifort to shake off the gloom which
submerged me, despite the light and
life on wvery side of me, the crowds
of friends and acquaintances® the
bright fices, the merry peals of laugh-
ter, the gay daffce-music  from the
orchestra. I had not seen Mary in
higher spirits; her whole soul was in
the success of the entertainment; and
her husband fiftted and fro, an
amisble master of the cererhonies, in-
teassly anxious for the comfort of his
guess,

This was in the early part of the
evening? after the great supper there
wasia change. | had been waliting for
it; 1 felt there was a crisis in more
than one weak life that night. Mary
was walking with my brother, and 1

I should have L
from all the

hap

and

wrote;
Fred's
He

of

wus watcoin® them, when 1 Gordon's
vulce, clowe to"my var, sfirted me.

| are invariably
|
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‘l am afrald you have spent a very
dull eveuing, Rebecea,” he said He
had taken to calling me by my

Christlan uame again,
vife's s«xample,

‘O no, | have danced several
t'mes. © The party has been &  ve
great success; don't you think so?'
suid nurriediy, perhaps a little
terently,

! hope it nas,” he answered. “Mary
and i have not spared any pains to do
honor to the anniversary of our wed-
ding-day, and she is very happy.” I
4id not answer him; there was a new

following his

fancied I
remuembered—a faint ring of an old in-
barmonious note that used to jar up-
vn e,

[ do not r¢

toue in his velce which 1 I

mber seeing Mary in |
s as these before,” he |

ir

uuded, thoughtfull “she is as
| paisive and of excitement as 8|
uild.” il
This is a memorable day to her.” “
i he added |
vack and have 1
regret,” he continued; “we
ward full of th too—that
Mary said this morning.”

e is a very happy wife.”
“Dq you think so?"

“1 do, indeed.’
= ried to 1
knows,” he said %

How old is )

t you think

harply now.
es—1 hope so ut he has
very unfortunate |
‘Wil * remain a very great while

I do not know.”

He did not look at me whilst he
those quest ; and he did not appear
to be interested in my answers 1
gianced up a b at last; he was
watching his w and Fred with a
t s that was remarkable

d his swarthy features had deepene

ry niuch in hue I had n him

other before they discovered
ake, I wor

was hard

He
I replied to him
“Two years al

speaking me, b

te

ost—he was abroad
part of the time.
es I know,” he added
quickly fary has told me every
she has concealed nc
was the old story of
ripen

irl's fancy for each other,

(nm the usual childish attachmer
lhese first loves do not las', aud
mistakes."”

He had already forgotten F hail
his first love—that he had been 1.1
ie was in Thalf-dream, with one
couple amc the dancers the

the greater

It

for

| dream figures which possessed him

shall be glad when the fele

over.” he muttered; "I am tirad
nig am getting old, | fancy

e strolled moodily away, anl v

H
the dance. was concluded | sa
apprcach his wife, whisper a
words in her ear, dra
through his own, and walk 2

her toward the spacious conservaior
into which the balroom ovened
br6ther came and sat by my
burst into a loud laugh,
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at in the old days; |
it till now {
long were those two engaged

=ida, aad |

RN R

“By Jove, it I don't think old Gor-
den's jealous!"” he cried. |

“He has had no cause, I am sure.”

‘Well, no. But why s Hecky Bev.
is s0 cock-sure?” he aald, fispantly

“Because Mary {s not a fiirt, .-nd
you are an honorable man,” I 1epued

“Not a flirt!  Oh, much you hnow'
Why, half the fellows are ravin: about
Gordon's wife to-night,” e vald; and
did you ever see her look so beautl-
ful?”

“Probably not A ball

dross be-

comes a pretiy girl"”

“fhe hardly looks more than a girl,
poor thing, does she?" sald Frod, “and
to

yot she has been married 1 year
that beetle-browed buckamoor.”

“Hush! somebody will hear you™

“l don't care who hears me,”
sald, loudly;: “It 1s a fact, Do
think she would have had Lim !f
had not been for his money? Or
vou would have nad him, citner, mind
you—all those long years azo, Whun
he asked you, and then served you so
badly.”

“| have never owned that he treated

me badly,” I cried, indigaantly, " ad
you have no \vfkht to tell we 0"
“1 beg your pardon, Beckle,” te

answered, very quickly, at my protest.
“1 dught not to have sald that, ‘‘heve,
there, God help me, I don't %row what
1 am saving."

‘Shall we go home?"

“Presently—in a few niuutes Nirs,
Gordon has promised 2 another
dance,” he stammered.

1 lcoked up at him, and
changed.

“Yes, » kmew what is In vour sus-
plclous little mind,” he aid, vith a
forced cough; “you are thinking of
my melodramatic raving o the day H
came back to Westerton, All that is
over and gone." ;

“] am glad It is all over then?
“Yes, all over,” he repeated.

There was a partner for me in the

is =0 cr

next quadrille, and Conrad rdon
and his wife were our vis-a-vis I
glanced toward Mary with a smile,
which she did not reciprocate; th:re

was a strange grave look that wes for-
eign to her face; it was as though |
had cffended her in way. Conrad
Gordon had not locst h
pect either, although

| his wife, a
€ There hac
little differen

ne

wor
brother ed had been
were the first faint mut

to be heard onm the anniver=ary

)1y quadrille for
my partner, who
regarded

1e set

ar
in tt

1
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\ dismay When it was con-
»4 1 followed Mary, and her hus-

seeing me appre , left us

to-

B . g2
3 wvfhing happened
1ed 2" 1 hastenged to inc

her side

wn by

1ld have happened to me’
p rejoinder .
yn't know: ! thousht that—
hen | came to a full stop. It was
v difficult of explanation

thinz has happened very parti-
' she answered, slov “1 have
with a surprise. That is ali

Has Fred—" and then 1 stopped

he has told me overy-

—Fred;
verything?"' i repeated, wonder-

“1 do not understand.”
erything concerning yvour past en-
to Conrad, whic ou have
t from me, hidden from hoth of
all of you,” she crie
her fan violently, and the tears start-

"

had a few words—after all, the covil jg’
not dead in me."” ’

He stamped his foot upon the floor,
and | could see a red light in his eyes,

“She has been gpeaking of our past
engagement—"'

“Ha! who has told her of that?" he
exclalmed ‘Your brother—has he
come* back to wreck me? That man,
of all men!"

“No, no; do not think so,” I urged.

“It escaped in conversation between
them. That's all.”
“1 will try and think it is all,” he

replied; “if ! am mistaken, | am sor-
ry for—your brother

They were warding words, | was as-
sured; and vet théy were quietly con-
veyed, and only his lurid glanga-hade
my heart sink a little Going home,
with the snow thick upon our carriage
window, 1 could hear that voice again,
and see the red shimmer of the eyes
Fred's laughter suddeniy startled me
from my reverie

“What a fellow!"” he exclaimed

“Of whom are you speaking”

“That Gordon, I mean He's a reg-
ular Othello, Beckie -

(Lo Be Loutinued),
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is,in Sad Need

Now.

France, eo far as food is concerned,
is in a bad way, worsge than in 1917~
18

The to nutrition g
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tatoes is below that of
The ¥ Food
authority for this st
> wheat cr l

crops

r 8 ‘particularly
he ciop not

tons, as
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| ing to her'eyes

| ‘Ch, my dear Mary, !
| told you all this long ago, but it was
|

would have

vour husband's wish that |1

not

‘You study my husband’s wishes, H‘

appears.’ :
as his placg to tell you
e would "do f

1 knew it

S0,

m e
dear, 1 will tell you

| to-morrow
regretful tounes of

| She softened at
he sorrow
» dropped

in mine a: once
There, there, Beckle, think no more
it,” she exclalmed “l am fool.

I understand why
it was from sheer kindn
onrad has put me out to-night
has taken me to task
fault with me—only
t time in my Iife
He shall be sorry for it

think

nothing

should |

Ah, do not reprove _!xw,'

face | upon
and | serious {llness sho
| the use of Dr

vou did not | prder—to become

lectured me, | gecaslonal use of Dr
for | pills, which are saitable for the most
and about | geiicate constitution

production was 224,187,000 bushels. In
1914 it 'was )00 bushels, wkile
for the years 1817 ar it dwin-
dled to 144,149,000 bu
It ia geen that vs  “up
it as the food
¢ — e
i : N H

SERIOUS [LLM=SS KVLIDLD
Many a serious {ilness lLas been
avoided by the prompt use of Dr
William Pink {118 These pilis
aciually enrich and purify blood,
and $n this way buaild up the system,
| asked | tone and strengthen the nerves and

invigorate the vital orga
Serious diseases erally come
from some mple disorder that has
been negiected Therefore any thin-
ning of the blood should ba looked
as a 'varning s . and more

W
the case of young

| blood s peculiarly liable to get out of

thin and watery—
and to lead to a ganeral breakdown
in heakh. This can be avoidad by the
Wililams' Pink

These pills will
give you a new appetite, improve your

Forget it, and forgive all, both of | djgestion, tone and strengthen weak-

| you," 1 urged -
1 will not forgive him for a week,
answered, pettishly. “And to scold

\ tor talking to Fred—poor, 3imple-
| minded, honest old Fred It i1s o
| ridiculous. As if | had not known

Fred ail my life, as if we were not to
be trusted even now; as if—'

“Mary. | think It is our dance,” sald
Fred's volce, so close to us that We
both started; then he led her away,
and the instant=afterward they were
whirling found in the waltz together.
Conrad Gordon took her place at once;
he had been watching us probably
The guests were thinning, and the
hour was growing late. &

“What has she been saying to you
hd asked, hastily; “may I inquire?

“She will tell you,” 1 answered, hur

riedly; “it is nothing of impertance.”
“Eyerything is of importance that
“We have

ened nerves, banish depression and
lack of energy, ciear the complexion
of pimples and blotches, cure pain in
the back and general weakness, causoc
the disappearance of headaches, diz-
ziness and heart fluttering Give
these pills a fair trial and you will
soon note a wonderful change in your
condition. Your spirits will brighten,
good health and strength will return,
and you will feel like & new person.
You can confirm these statements by
enquiring ameag your friends almost
anywhere, as thousands and thousands
of hopeless sufferers have Leen restored
to new health u;;lmo.mrxy be uaing Dr.
Willlams' Pink %

You can get these pills through any
medicine dealer or by mall at 50 cents
lboxornlxbolnlorﬂj.mm

Dr. Willlams' Medicine Co, Brosk~
ville, Out.




