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Seizure Was Made Without Any 
Warning Been Given—Action of 
Naval Commander Was Totally 
Unexpected and Created no Lit
tle Surprise Among Government 
Authorities at Lisbon—Portu
guese Colors Hoisted on Seized 
Ships and Act Was Accompan
ied by a Salvo of 21 Guns From 
Portuguese Fleet

with a 21 gun salvo from the Fortu* 
gese fleet. It is said that the act of 
Captain Rego in seizing the interned 
vessels was totally unexpected by the 
Government authorities. who were 
unaware of the step until it had beeii 
carried out.

Despite many rumors since the out
break of the war that Portugal was 
on the point of declaring a state of 
war with the Central Empires, on ac
count of her treaty relations with 
Great Britain, no such declaration, 
was ever made. The Portugese Con
gress, by resolution on August 8, 1914 
and November 23 of the same year, 
decided that Portugal would co-oper
ate with the Allies whenever that step 
seemed necessary.

LISBON, Feb. 24.—Captain Leotbe 
Rego, commander of the naval divi
sion here, at 4 o’clock yesterday 
afternoon, apparently of his own in
itiative, took forcible possession of 
36 German and Austrian "vessels lying 
in Tyg^us River. He hoisted the Portu
gese colors on them and saluted them The Portugese treaty with Great

- ---------- ------------- ----------- ------ ----- — ritain requires that the latter be sup-
action, pending receipt of Germany’s plied with ten thousand Portugese 
reply to the requests of the United troops when she is at war. The last 
States, made last week through Am- critical Portugese reference to the
bassador von Bernstorff, for assur- attitude of the nation with regard to 
ances that the notice of intèntion to, hostilities was the statement made on 
sink armed merchantmen without, January 3rd last by the President of 
warning after February 29, does not the Republic at a reception of mem- 
mullify the, previous pledges given in bers of Parliament, when he manifest- 
the Arabic and Lusitania negotiations, ed a desire that a sacred union of all 
A reply is expected momentarily. The parties be maintained during the war 
Cabinet is expected to review the so that the Allies may have reason to 
situation on Friday if it has arrived, be satisfied with the services ren<|er- 
to consider the German reply. led by the Portugese nation,
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British Blockade 
of Germany Fail 

ed Says Swedes
Swedish Press and Business Men 

Says the Blockade Was Made 
Effective Too Late—Germany 
Laid in Sufficient Stocks of War 
and Other Materials Sufficient 
For Two Years They Say—The 
Suggestion That Germany Has 
Been Smuggling Through Swe
den is Bitterly Resented by the 
Swedes—Swedish Trade Has 
Been Practically Paralyzed by 
the War

FOODS RIOTS BREAK
OUT IN GERMANY

LONDON, Feb. 23.—The Rotterdam 
correspondent of the Daily Mail says 
that he has reliable information to 
the effect that rioting is increasing in 
Germany. He telegraphs that protest 
meeting, especially of women, contin
ue to be held, notwithstanding sev
ere police measures.

The most serious riot, which has so 
far taken place in Germany, occurred 
on the evening of Feb. 19, in Berge- 
dorf, a suburb of Hamburg, where a 
women's meeting was held in front of 
the burgomaster’s house, in protest 
against the butter and fat regulations. 
It developed into a big street demon
stration, the people shouting, “Down 
with the Government.” Police, sum
moned from Hamburg. drove the 
screaming and struggling women into 
their homes after a street battle.

A despatch from Zurich 
serious food protests and riots in Han- 
ove ’

STOCKHOLM, Feb. 24.—The Brit
ish blockade of Germany has failed, 
because it came too late, according to 
the Swedish Press and Swedish busi- 

As far as Sweden and other 
are concern-

ness.
Scandinavian countries
ed, the blockade only became real ef
fective last April. For eight months 
prior to that time or since the very 
start, the Germans anticipated Bri
tain’s tactics, and

reports
purchasing 

quantities of military supplies espec
ially copper, cotton, antimony and tin 
through Sweden. Denmark and Nor-

are

-e
BERLIN KEEPS UP

GAME WITH WILSON way.
Importers here are convinced that 

by the time the blockade was perfect
ed Germany had stored up such quan
tities of these and other war materials 
as to meet all her needs for possibly 
two years.

Thy, claims .made, by .tim British. . 
Government that great quantities of 
war material have been smuggled into 
Germany through Sweden are bitterly 
resented by Swedish merchants. These 
claims, which have been given as a, 
reason for placing all storts of re
strictions on Swedish mercantile 
trade, are based on statistics proving 
the great increases of Swedish im
portations from Britain and America. 
Swedish merchants point out that 
prior to the war Sweden was a heavy 
purchaser of German goods. The war 
practically paralyzed this trade and 
the country has had to turn to other 
markets.

The opinion expressed here is that 
as far as the Scandinavian countries 
are concerned, Britain has only suc
ceeded in creating ill-feeling among 
rentrais by her blockade, without 
seriously injuring Germany.

NEW YORK, Feb. 
agency despatch from 
published here this afternoon, says :

“The appearance of President Wil
son before Congress in the next few 
days to announce his desire to break 
off diplomatic relations with Germany, 
was forecasted this afternoon by high 
administration officials. This action 
is certain to follow, said one of the 
officials, if intimations coming from 
German sources are correct. Those 
intimations are that the German For
eign Office is sending instructions to 
Ambassador Bernstorff to play for 
further delay in the terminating of 
the Lusitania dispute and for long 
discussion on technicalities over the 
armed merchantmen decree, schedul
ed to go into effect on March 1st.

23.—A news
Washington,

> ***-•'
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ADMIRAL MEUX TO ACT 

AS ADVISER TO NEW
WAR TRADE MINISTER

LONDON, Feb. 24.—The Daily Ex
press says it understands that Admir
al Sir Haworth Meux, Commander-in- 
Chief of the British fleet at 
mouth, will act as naval adviser of 
Lord Robert Cecil, the new War Trade 
Minister.

Viscount Middleton, in the.. Lords, 
yesterday expressed the belief that an 
Air Minister, with a seat in the Cab
inet would be appointed before long.

«
Ports- ATTENDS HIS FIRST

CABINET MEETING

LONDON, Feb. 23.—Lord Robert 
Cecil to-day attended the Cabinet 
meeting for the first time in his capa
city as Minister of Blockade.

o<y
READ THE MAIL & ADVOCATE READ THE MAIL & ADVOCATE

PORTUGAL SEIZES 36 GERMAN 
AND AUSTRIAN INTERNED SHIPS

3ËS

Great Battle 
For Verdun s 

Now Beginning

SPEED WITH SUFFICIENT GUN 
POWER NOW CARDINAL PRINCIPLE 

OF BRITISH NAVAL STRATEGY
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ST. PIERRE BULLETIN
PARIS, Feb. 23 (via St. Pierre.)—• 

The Paris bulletin <of 2Press Correspondent as he Stood 
on Control Bridge of Battle 
Cruiser see the Fastest Squad
ron Ever Gathered Under One 
Flag Appear in View as Fog 
Lifted—All Ready to Rush at 
German Fleet as Soon as it 
Comes Into North Sea

war began, 
brought Von Spec’s career to a 
full stop. They were the only big 
ships which succeeded in getting 
into the North Sea engagements, 
so it is not surprising that these 
monsters, the biggest fighting ma
chines afloat, are idolized by offi
cers and men who fight on them.

Battle cruisers now form the 
neuclus of Britain’s first line of 
naval offence. There are many 
new ships among the light cruis
ers attached toi this squadron, but 
virtually every battle cruiser in it 
has been blooded, to use the navy’s 
equivalent for army’s baptism fire, 
and sailors manning them show 
the pride and poise of veterans.

When the mist lifted for a few 
minutes as the correspondent 
stood on control bridge of one of 
the battle cruisers the fastest 
fleet capable of actual offensive 
operations ever gathered together 
under one flag appeared in view. 
There were more than one hun
dred war vessels in the fleet ar
ranged in squadrons with battle 
cruisers surrounded by their 
screen of faithful destroyers 
cupying a place’of honor but with 
every section down to the humble 
rusty but vitally necessary colliers 
mark for flying start of the eager
ly awaited coming out of the Ger
man fleet is signalled.

Battle p.m. an
nounces heavy fighting going on be
tween Brabant and Herbebois, on a 
15 kilometre front. The French have

cruisers'

Battle Now Raging Along a 25 
Mile Front—Is the First Large 
Scale Since Offensive in Cham
pagne Last September—German 
Forces Number 300,000 and Are 
Trying to Wrest Important 
Roads From French—Military 
Men Think Germans Will Not 
Attempt to Capture Verdun by 
Storm—Attacks so Far Have 
Cost the Germans Heavy Losses

period in this district of the French 
war zone, but within the last few 
days the attacks of the Germans have 
taken on additional strength and the 
battle line has been extended. It now 
reaches from Malincourt, on the west 
to Etain on the east, with Verdun in 
the centre. Only a few miles south
ward the Germans claim to have made 
important advances and to some 
tent this is admitted by the French 
War Office, which describes the bat
tle as one increasing in intensity. Ger
man preparations were extensive. The 
bombardment of the French positions 
with thousands of shells was unin
terrupted. As the French had fore
seen this battle, all their available 
guns were called into action and they 
responded in kind to the heavy shel
ling of the Germans. While at some 
points the French were unable to re
sist the onslaughts of the attacking 
forces, along much of the front, ac
cording to the Paris communication, 
the attacks were well sustained and 
Very heavy losses inflicted on the 
Germans.

evacuated Haumint village, 
perate struggle is raging.

A des-

-o
NEW MINISTER

LONDON, Feb. 23.—In the Commons 
to-day, the Premier officially announc
ed the appointment of Lord Cecil as 
War Trade Minister.

London, Feb. 24.—Speed with 
sufficient gun power to càuse ne
cessary destruction is now the car
dinal principle of British naval 
strategy. Battle cruisers, an un
known quantity at the beginning 
of war, have proven this principle 
to the satisfaction of every man 
aboard battle ^bruiser fleet which 
was visited this week in the North 
Sea by a correspondent of the 
Associated Press.

New battle cruisers before the 
war were not exactly objects of 
pride to their officers and crews on 
account of voracity with which 
they consumed coal and service on 
them was not popular and Govern
ment harrassed with with demands 
for a reduction in naval expendi
ture had no reason to favor these 
refinements of super-dreadnaught 
school.

To prove that the battle cruiser 
has redeemed its unfortunate ear
ly reputation it is only necessary 
to point to the activities of this 
type of fighting craft since the

ex- o
GAINS IN AFRICA

LONDON, Feb. 23.—Andrew Bonar 
Law announced in the Commons to
day that 730,000 square miles of Ger
man territory in Africa have been cap
tured.

PARIS. Feb.1 24.—The great battle 
raging along the 25 mile front from 
Etain to Malincourt, north-east of 
Verdun, is being followed with great 
interest by the public. It disposes ef
fectively of the question whether or 
not the Germans would make an early 
offensive. The battle is the first on 
* large scale since of offensive in

■e-

GERMAN ADMIRAL VON FOHL 
DIES IN BERLIN

BERLIN, Feb. 24.—Admiral Von
Pohl, whose retirement on account of 
ill health from the position of 
mander of the German battle fleet, 
announced two days ago, has died in 
Berlin.

Champagne in September, and is be
lieved to be a forerunner of stirring, 
and perhaps decisive events, 
principle fighting centres is the rough

com-
The

and thickly wooded country between 
Etain and Damvillers. Here some 
200,000 Germans, the Crown Prince’s

oAnother British steamer, the West- 
burn. has put into port flying the 
German flag, with a German prize 
crew on board. This vessel reached

She had

AUSTRIA TO TREAT 
MONTENEGRO AS 

CAPTURED TERRITORY

best infantry, are trying to wrest from 
the French the important roads which 
would enable them to make their way 
through the Meuse.

The battle as yet is only beginning, 
but it is said to have cost the assault
ers of the French heavy casualties, 
without any appreciable advantage 
having been attained. The Germans* 
have been making preparations tor a tl,e Westburn’ a,ter depa,'ture ,rom 
big stroke at Verdun so openly dur- Llverp°o1' were last «ported Passing
mg the past month that the French Cape St" Vincent and Cape Verde 0,1

February 4. The Flemenco left New-1
port, England for Valpariso on Jan. 
21: the Horace Flet left Buenos Aires 
on Jan. 26 for Liverpool ; the barque 
Edinburgh sailed from Rangoon on 
Sept. 22 for Liverpool. The Luxem
bourg and Flemenco had been placed 
on the overdue list. The Cambridge 
cannot be identified.

Santa Cruz, Teneriffe. 
aboard 20 prisoners, taken from vari
ous British vessels which have been 
sunk by German raiders. The Bri
tish barques Edinburgh and Belgian 
and the steamers Luxembourg and

oc-
AMSTERDAM, Feb. 23.—A despatch 

from Budapest quotes the 
Lloyd as stating that the Austrian 
Government has decided to treat Mon
tenegro as a conquered country, tri- 
stead of one which has surrendered, 
if after the lapse of a few days King 
Nicholas persists in ignoring all in
quiries addressed to him by the Aus
trian Government.

Pester

have had every chance to get ready 
for them. The attacks, up to the 
present, only involve advanced lines, 
which are at least two miles beyond 
the outer defences of the fortress. 
Military opinion here is inclined to 
doubt that the Germans will attempt 
to carry Verdun by storm. It is point
ed out that besides the formidable 
works of the fortress, it is further pro
tected by a field army, under the 
command of General Humbert, an ex-

MILITARY SERVICE BILL IS 
CAUSING FRICTION AND MAY 

MAKE SOME SERIOUS TROUBLE

O
GERMAN BANKS FACING

FINANCIAL COLLAPSE

LONDON, Feb. 23.—A despatch
from the Daily Express correspondent 
in Geneva says :

“A banker just returned here after 
spending several months in Germany, 
tells me that the principal banks in 
the chief towns of the Rhine and also 
in Munich and Dresden, are in seri
ous financial difficulties, and some big

*.
Tribunals Sitting to Hear Claims 

For Exemption Have a Difficult 
Task — Many Postponements 
Granted—Papers Claim This 
Will Lead to Earlier Call 
Married Men

ONLY 10,395 IRISH
ANOTHER STEAMER 

CRIPPLED BY BOMB
EMIGRATED IN 1915

ceptionally energetic officer. The pre
vailing view is that the Germans, feel
ing the strength of the defences and 
the resistance they will meet with, 
may discourage them for proceeding 
to take the citadel by force, even 
with the help of their greatest guns.

London, Feb. 24.—According to 
statistics just issued 10,395 Irish 
emigrated in 1915, approximately 
half the number of previous year. 
Only 25 per cent were of military 
age, the great majority being wo
men and children.

EXPLOSION on
crashes may be expected within the 
next three months. The losses invol
ved will be at least £180,000,000, the 
banker added, and if the \var contin
ued another nine months, Germany 
would be ruined financially.”

NEW YORK, Feb. 23.—A news
agency despatch from 'Queenstown, 
Ireland, to-day, says that the British 
freight steamer Strathclyde, 
tons, was towed into Queenstown to
day, badly damaged. No one was al
lowed on board, but it was rumoured 
that a bomb explosion had occurred 
on board.

She was built in 1906, and was 
owned in Glasgow. Her skipper is 
Captain Watt. The shipping register 
shows that the vessel left Philadelphia 
for Manchester on January 18th.

LONDON, Feb. .24.—The operation 
of the Compulsory Military Act is 
proving to be anything but smooth, 
and the measure may be destined to 
make much troublé for the authorities. 
The tribunals, which are sitting all 
over the country to hear claims for 
exemption, are having a strenuous 
time. The volume of applications is 
enormous and despite the prolonged 
sitting these tribunals are unable to 
overtake the mass of appeals.

Very few actual exemptions have 
yet been granted, but in numberless 
cases they have been put back for 
periods varying from two to six 
months. These postponements are 
causing intense dissatisfaction. News
papers complain that men are wanted 
now, not at some indefinite time in the 
future and that these whoesale post
ponements mean an earlier call on 
the married men.

4,417
LONDON, Feb. 24.—Troops belong

ing to seven German army corps, 
under Crown Prince Frederick Wil
liam, are engaged along a -25 mile 
front north of Verdun in a desperate 
tffort to drive back the French de
fending forces, and probably with a 
view to the capture of the great fort
ress of Verdun. There has been very 
heavy fighting for a

WILL AMERICA SEVER DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH GERMANY IS 

QUESTION OF THE HOUR ?considerable

Congress Grows Uneasy Under 
Strain—Lansing and Wilson De 
termined There Will be no Pro
longed Negotiations Over Dis
pute Pending With Berlin— 
Washington Will Take no Ac
tion Till Reply to States Request 
Sent Last Week is Received

tion to abandon her announced inten
tion to sink armed merchantships 
without warning, was read. A state
ment was made officially that nothing 
had been determined on. The situa
tion, though grave, was still a wait
ing one and that no final policy 
would be announced until Berlin was 
heard from.

The sudden developments in the 
capital brought surprise and appre
hension to administration leaders. 
While confronted with the possibility 
of Congressional interference, with 
all its grave aspects, ranging from 
defection from administration policy 
to the downright embarrassment of 
the President and Secretary of State, 
the leaders were confident they would 
control the situation and leave the 
executive branch of the Government 

! free to carry on diplomatic negotia
tions with Germany.
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l* V/.** that looks well on a six-foot- _ 
er won't become a man of * 
five feet. A pattern becoming 
to a slender man looks ridic
ulous on a fat man.
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\ WASHINGTON, Feb. 24.—The ag
itation in Congress for ►action in 
warning Americans off armed ships 
of European belligerents has Sudden

ly

Î YET MAKE A DASH
*
*

/// I study my customers and * 
fit their personality as well g 
as their figures.

I have no made-up stock 
which must be sold. It makes 
no difference to me whether 
I sell a stripe or a plaid, a 
check or a plain material.

No matter how many suits 
I plan, I make each of them 
different—to blend with your 
personality—to meet 
your pecularities of form, to 
be in keeping with 
character—to bring out your 
most attractive points.

*

\
1 NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—A special*

London cable to the Tribune says a<ly grown to such Proportions that to- 
high naval authority told the Tribune}day the Democrats of the Foreign Af- 
correspondent to-day he believed it fairs Committee voted to canvass the 
was widely held in Admiralty circles 'senti^nent of the House on the several 
that the German fleet may make a Pending resolutions of that nature.

■ The sentiment in the Senate in favour 
. of some such action was also openly 

expressed, but at the end of the day 
of surprises tension and agitation,

iB
$

7/ i;
%

\
! dash for the open sea at any time now 

giving as a reason for this, not only 
the pressure of political opinion in 
Germany, but the innumerable recent 
reports all pointing to the prepara
tion of a combined German naval and 
aeroplane and military offensive, with 
the object of forcing peace and im
pressing neutrals.

%
1

5 iF From apparently authentic sourcessuch as had not been seen in Con
gress for some time, word came that came the statements to-night that

unalter-! the President was determined the dis- 
ably opposed to any such action by Pute pending with Germany would be 
Congress. He believed he would onlÿ settled without prolonged

tions. He is known to believe that

5
* with** President Wilson was still*: yours negotia-

be embarrassed thereby in his negot
iations with Germany by such widely thp breaking off of diplomatic rela- 
circulated suggestions. The situation tions with Germany 
has reached a point, it is believed, There will be no undue haste in hand-

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23.—Austria that the President would sôon lay it »ng a situation involving such pus-
has asked the United States tor addi- before Congress and Secretary Lan-t sibility. The Administrations - view

on her protest sing might in some way define the at-, *s broad and âs the important prin-
against the attack by an Austrian "titude of the Government. j ciple is involved in the right of Anti
submarine on the American tanker 1 A communication from * Senator ericans to travel on belligerent mer- 
Petrolite, several weeks ago. Such Stone that the time had been fixed j chantmen, this right must not 
information as this Government has ! within which the United States would : abandoned.

expect Germany to signify her inten-j The State Department will take no

\i. ♦

RUBBING IT IN means war.

i W. H. Jackman i
39 WATER STREET, WEST.

2 Doors East Railway Station.
186.

: CUSTOM TAILORING, CLEANING, PRESSING, SGENTS’ FURNISHING. $

tional information

i Phone 795.i be

will be furnished promptly.
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YOU’LL BE SURE TO FIND IT IN ‘The MAIL and ADVOCATE.”
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Official Organ of The Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland.
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