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Mr. COAKER SC
Their Inconsistency and Extravagance

Receive Es Just Censure

we Know of and perhaps lots of there were irregularities in the 
things rhat we do not know of in ' Registration Office of the General 
this respect, but wç do know this, Post Office. Why did the matter 
that there have been combines ex^ not come before the Government? 
isting in St. John’s for many He might have said : “Well, I did 
years. j not know of it until now,, but t

During the past faff there have wifi do everything in my power to
been several combines in exist- get at the root of the1 matter.” 
ence, but there was nothing which The books in that department 
we could do to prevent them from are short by $130. I do not care 
operating. There was no use. in who is offended, but this kind of 
calling the attention of anybody thing must not go on. If I were 
to wfjat was going on, because the head of any public department I 
Act was inoperative so, far as get- should punish , any one who did
ting after the people responsible any wrong. Is the Government 
was concerned and the matter had j going to allow that sort of thing

to go on? Put the pruning Knife 
Now, there )s a chance for the ))mb ah those matters and try to 

Government to do something, if, administer justice to a)). 
as they say, they really and sin­
cerely wish to aid the common
masses against the injuries that 
result from those combines.

The Debates

to be overlooked.

False and IRevoItinp Promeses!
Asks For Something More Substantial

Than Empty atid Rosy Visions

The Price of Fish
There is another matter of

which 1 wish to speak, f was very 
sorry to read in a paper to-day a 
report from one of the members

Now there is another thing that °f the Upper House, who talked
about the price of fish becoming 
tower in the future. 1 think that

! wish to call attention to. I hope 
that the Supervisor of Debates, or
whoever is responsible for having j the hon. member ought to 
the debates published, will see j refrained from speaking upon 
that the speeches from this side of ] that subject. It is very poor en- 
ihe House are correctly reported.

The reports of our speeches last ermen to hear of such utterings. 
year were simply an abomination, j Times will be hard during the com 
There was no sense in them. It ing year. We ought to encourage 
was a case of simply putting in a our then instead of discouraging

them by saying that the price of 
fish will come down in value.

have

cQuragement, for our toiling fislv
COAKER—Mr. Speaker. 1 autumn may see the entire branch

suppose, as leader of the operated.”
Union Party, it would be in-

NX7 e cannot expect any great im- ! ish capitalists for the construction
provement in trade, the seal fish- of a railway from Notre Dame
ery has been a blank—there is. go- , Bay to Bay of Islands, and for the 
ing to be a loss to the Government establishment of a train ferry ser- 
of from $200,000 to $250,000 on vice between bay of Islands and 
that account alone—and we cer- the Eastern Seaboard of Canada, 
tainly won’t be able to make up in for the purpose of establishing 
any way that 1 see any great better transport facilities and of 
amount of revenue from ordinary developing the fishing industry of 
sources. 1 would like to know7 the Island.”
what is going to happen when the ."When that was put there they 

a es. A great sum of ; knew very well that nothing was
will have to he raised in 1 going to come of it, and do they

order to make tw;o ends meet and ‘•hink that there are t

But yet look at the wonderful
things which are being done in

Now, the T re passe y branch is ’ England at the present time, and
my part to allow the not yet completed, although the i they are only being done because

without a few re- statement here is that it was all the Government is courageous
but finished at that date, and was ! and determined to do the utmost
being operated to Renews on ; in their power to help the people
schedule time. The autumn did ! out.
not see the Branch operated. j To-day, in England things are 

The Speech goes on :—“The ; being done by Mr. Lloyd-George,
Heart's content branch has also ; the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
been practically completed, and I which, if they were done by him
will be operated early in the pre- | two or th
sent year.”

ondiscreet 
Address to pass 
marks.

sentence here and there. On the
other hand, I noticed that all the 
speeches of members on the other 
side were splendidly reported: so : the war continues why should the. 
that we were not given a fair price of fish be any lower than it. 
show. is now. If they buy cheaper the

If you are going to publish the fish wil1 be in. the buyers’ stores 
speeches, then publish them cor- ttve price advances
rectlv; if you cannot do it correct- I and they will again make big pro­
ly, then "don't do it at all. As I | hts. The price must keep up.
have said and l doxx’x Wnoxv xvb.%- I am sorry that this statement
fher the Supervisor is responsible was ever made and l hope that 
or not. hut U ho is not then 1 think Government w))>- 0/> a)) it can

is j to remove that impression from 
book the minds of our fishermen. As „

it is, salt will be fifty cents dearer
than it was last year. In fact,

* I supplies generally will be very
much higher in- price.

Why should it come down ? Ifexceedingly amused to 
hear the Premier’s remarks on 
ves'tetday in connection with this 
gestion' of economy. I agree
u.,th the speakers on this side of 
,he House when they say that 

Relieve he a7ns not sincere.

] was

again,war
w o il 1 d 1Y1 3 nevthey

,rià ilia'- be reaiiv and truly could
nor mean

ree years ago.
have earned for him the name of wenty men

ID-Pay who
^ believe that anything is going to 

tome out of that paragraph in 
their speech this year ?

Here is another one:—
“It is encouraging to observe 

hat your efforts to attract the at- 
ention of outside capitalists to 
he varied and natural resources 
jf the country are gradually bear­
ing fruit. My Ministers are at 
present in negotiation with the 
representative of a large group of 
British investors with a view to

llhai to economize was a cnaOie vs to )hc as an inùepenû- r> ibe wV>d)c country 
ont Colony

No En out Made to Operate Road \h?)ng tyie greatest Sodaitst mat
ever existed. But he has donecnettc.

he tieh'eves that, f would
to know whv he has not ad-

tised the,Reid Nfld. Co. against
jismissing 500 of their employees 
-turning them out in the dead of 
the winter to exist as best they 
mav—and putting up the plea that 
they did it because of war condi­
tions. .

We find the Government who

The statement was made last . ,
January, and the Heart’s Content j!_vese and come out on t0P- 
branch is not ter completed or at iC $iad the iores\ShI and l'ne cour 
least if it is completed, it is not in age to carry out the suggestions 
operation ; and if it is completed it v’h,c*1 tveie made to him, I pre- 
is a very great reflection upon the i s,U!Tle' Hy men who knew a.! about 
Government that rhev ,in rnf I these various matters, and as a
make the Reid-Nfid Company 0n‘ consequence Great Britain has not |t0 ra‘se^ meet the war ev­
irate 't Thèv have a contract m |suffered to any great extent be-1 penditure; he will have to get at 
ooeAte'it y 10 cause of the war I least two millions more in order

The reonle nn the south side of Now- we in Newfoundland have 1 ^ complete the remaining unfin- 
had authority last year to raise y • g , jo not know wha- rh- not seriously considered the situ- ! >s'ned branch railways.
S2.000.000 to complete, or partly i ^ ation of the country as it Stands.! I Last year we were told that
complete some of those branch ^or ynev-are udr? it now ^ I don't think that five men out of tw0 millions would be about 
railways, coming back from Lon- , , j ‘ "‘ku effort -'s he a hundred have seriouslv thought i cn0uoh ro complete all
don with one million temporary • comnet tl-m GnmLnv or" what our position at the Pre- maining branches,, but I dare say
10» » «tier to aid the Reid Com- $$nt lime really is. ! wbe»,we get down to facts and
psm- to complete some work on i, d -, ,, ,, . j figures, we will find that two mil-
tee railways during the past: Pre^letr come" ;n here a"d tells Excessiw Profits lions have already been spent and

i, a '•yc oug t to get the sec- Last year we had a shortage of | that at least the Government will 
QH 01 erCOcL, If tve hate one, and $250,000 quintals of fish For the I want at least another two millions 
°JV castopis returns. year, which at $6 a quintal means to complete the contract.)

dollars they might have go. 3 ="d * h“'f in «<*-
million, because ihe Premier then Branch has been graded, the rails
certainly Knew the condition of land ballasting far advanced, and 
Refinances of the country so far some Of the stations built. It 
as Customs returns were concern- should be ready for operation in 
ed, and might have aided the Col­
ony by giving labor had he securd 
the other million dollars.

Although he
March, he knew from the state-

More Money Needed
There is this million which the

Premier got last summer ; the
other million that he did not get; 
there is a million which will have

he ought to see that whoever t
responsible is brought to
and that there will be no repeti­
tion of what occurred last year.

lîonaventuve Under Fine

‘ The Minister of Finance and 
Custdms is not present. 1 was
going to ask him why hp permit­
ted the Bonaventurc to sail from
Channel on the 10th instead of on
the 13th. The law as passed here
last session, provided that steel 
ships could not sail south or west 
from St. John's unlit the 13th of 
March under a fine not exceeding 
$4,000. The ship sailed on the 
10th.

The Act provides that anv three J ception Bay who are looking for
something to do. .Something

Something Must Jbe Done

The Government ought to try
to give a little ad va nge to the fish 
ermen of the country, and . give 
them a chance to get to the fish­
ery this .year. If there were no
men to . prosecute the fishery, ir
would be a sad state of affairs. 

There are men in Bell Island

:he utilization of some of the vast 
water powers of Labrador and the 
establishment of very large indus­
tries calculated io afford perman­
ent employment to numbers of 
our people, and to reproduce in
that land the transformation that 
has been effected in our own Is­
land in recent years.”
Never Seems to Learn Anything

the rc-

v/ho have not a chance to work ; 
and over a thousand men in Con-

season.
Might Have Aided the Country members of any crew may take 

action against the owners of the must be done. There ought to be. 
ship for' sailing before the time. some waY of arranging supplies
And that is what is intended to for those men the coming spring.
be done. But the Customs people 0ur men are anxious to- work 
should have been more a live to ( they can only find work w do. 
their duties, and should not have H the Government does not do

something to aid those men it will, 
he very injurious to the finances 
of the Colony, and there will be " 
very little work at the mines or

duty going on molasses. I notice I mills, hence the men mus.t fish or
that nothing has been said in the starve.
Speech regarding this, and I hope
that the Government does not in-

Now. if they got one million. That will be at least five mil-
dition to that there were a mil- lions that will have to be raised.
lion quintals which v/ere sold at a j Well, 1 would like to know who

f 50 cents, a quxnt&t t
of the conditions which prevailed foundland and have to face the 
at the time the fish was shipped ; London markers and secure this 
that is a half million more which !oan. Sir Edward Morris will cer-

Now, what d"0 you think of 
that V Last vear we were y;oing, 
to have a man come down here 
and take charge of Grand Falls in 
Hamilton Inlet, and establish a

the fishermen lost because of war tainly be entitled to our deepest tremendous industrial un'dertak- 
conditions. gratitude if he can go across at, ing; put up tremendous machin-

Of course, the money that was the end of the war and raise $5,- ary, and all that sort of thing, 
lost because of the - shortage in 000,000 at 4 per cent, in order to The whole country was going to 
the catch was not the result of get us out of this hole in which blossoms as a rose.

The wonderful thing about this
is r'nat The Premier never seems ro 
>.:<»?? snyttwg; ha daas ns>2 ap-

from year
lion tliar has been taken out of] -d last )'ear t0 Pa>' for expendi- yepr; surely he oughr to know by

fishermen be-!ture incurred in 1913 that I sup-j this time that he cannot cod the
cause of rhe excessive profits j P°5d a cent has not yet been rais- j House with this sort of thing any
charged on provisions owing to led. on. and there were several tern- longer.
war conditions. That makes a ! porary loans i rom the banks that Now we are going to have more 
total of Two and a Half Million, | whcn added will probably come to . great machinery, great mills.

another million ; then we will have j great dams. Mr. Downey told us
to lose a certain amount in raising ; th^t there is a company going to
the loans as we did on the other spend eleven millions, only eleven 
loans, and before we are through I millions,
with these obligations 'that the ; years they are going to have all 
country has incurred, it will mean the machinery in operation, 
not less than 6 1-2 or 7 million

loss o to be Premier of Me-w-vvould wanteca.vk.se

the early' fall. The Fortune Bav
Branch has been graded for six­
teen miles and rails laid to the 
fifteenth mile, but not yet ballast­
ed. The Bonne Bay branch was
commenced late in the season, and 
ihe work done to date is but 
liminary.”

permitted the ship ro sail.
•4

Duty on Molasses
There is a lot of talk aboutwent over in

ments made here that the revenue
hodU be verv short; and when ho 
found that he could
pêrmanent loan. Ke ou»ht to H

utmost to raise a tempor- 
arv loan, not of one million dol-
Tb hut of two millions, and then 
ta would have had an extra mil-

Disevepaney in Relief
There is a lot of discrepancy in

)y>i manniv >»

pre- war conditions, bur ar The same he has placed us. 
rime ir meanr a million and a half! 

al me àstoermeiïs cockers.

not raise a
I rertain Amount vtkincr tn thistend to do

>W Ken l was Nv n xxx oee a
Verde district the people from one
end of the district to the other

^ nection.A loan of $360,000 was authoriz- ; pear to get wise given out to our people. 1 hope 
the Government is not responsible

, , , for that. Relief is, being given to
year, and it n is intended to put 5qme ar)(j denied OthCfS jUSt 35 -
-f or v cerns mere on it, then it bftdly in need. Men are refused.
W1 merely mean that the poor : an(j because they are not Tories. 
P.c°P'e ])E compelled to use The man asks for some assistance, 
less sweetening. but does not get it because he !

Tou must not increase the price yoted on the wrong side o-f poli- 
of molasses for if you do, you de- t|ms 
prive the fishermen of one of their 
most used commodities. I ask 
the Government to take this mat-

Tlien there is another half mil- The cost of molasses is really 
10 cen'ts a gallon higher than lastwere indignant because of the 

non the earnings of the
-operation of the railway and 

wanted to know for what purpose 
this railway had been built.

to help tide the people over 
tta present crisis caused by the 
war'. but he did not do so. '

He states now that the Water 
yr;et merchants have millions of 
collars laid Toy from profits made 
,n connection with their business- 
es during past years, and he calls 
uP°n ^ese men now not to be 

,nl^ but to be venturesome.
H the Reid-Nfld. 

accumulated so many mil- 
from work done in this coun

‘ • SInce they have been here, 
have done something in

'fiat di

hon

Want Railway Operated
Stations have been built during 

the election. campaign of 1913. 
That fall there were 1500 
ployed on railway work in that dis 
trict. Stations were built then 
that have never been used, that an 
operator has never been in ; roads 
that have never been used were 
then built connecting these sta­
tions with various settlements.

As 1 have said, over 1500 men 
were employed in this work dur­
ing that fall. For wlmr? In or­
der to secure votes for the Govern '
ment supporters. Now, the

pie of Bay de Verde know that 
more than a million dollars have 
been spent On that railway, and 
they want it operated.

The rails are there, the stations 
are there ; everything is 
and they want to hear the sound 
of a whistle. Why have 
roads not been operated as the 
contract provides? And yet the 
Premier wants to know why 

the ‘ have not bought a second

which is quite a lot of money 
when you come to look into the 
earnings of the people.

' It does not come as a surprise 
to me that the revenue is short.
Anyone with common sense who 
looked around him knew that it
must be so. They state that there debars. 1 great things to come along. What
were $300,000 short last year, and Lhen when we take into account we want is something material, 
the amount this year will be a deficiency for 1915-16 and something to work on. We have 
great deal more. I am somewhat 1914"15 which will amount to all we want of great promises, 
surprised at the figure for last -800,000, I have not the slightest pretty speeches, bright phrases.
year because when rhe House j Hesitation in saying that by that i 'Now. 1 hope, if I have the plea-
opened in September we were told [time there will not be fifteen men .sure of sitting here again another
that the shortage would be $237,- ' - - the wliolo Country
TOO, and the difference between know the riRht thing to do.

The Government say in their
speech that “Negotiations are in 

the policy of the Government, and iPro&ress between my Ministers
and a cdrporation which proposes 
to establish in this Island and on 
Labrador, an industry of excep­
tional magnitude, involving the
expenditure of many millions of
dollars in the development of‘our 
water powers and the utilizing of 
some of our valuable^ natural re­
sources In the manufacture of a 
variety of commodities, The en­
terprise promises to be one. afford­
ing new avenues of employment 
for great numbers of our people, 
and serving as an auxiliary for 
our staple industry. To this and 
other measures dealing with 
dertakings of lesser scope your 
attention will be invited.”

Always Something Wonderful

men em-
No able bodied man wants pau­

per money. He desires work for 
aid given him, but work is denied , 
him.

and that within two

ter into consideration.Well, now is the time for these Oui .nend Mi. Clift, has sug- During the winter I suggested J 
gested that there be a decrease in that the Government might take - 
expenditure. Somcihmg must be drums and hoops from men in .) 
done to prevent this outrageous Conception Bay. And if these ; 
expenditure now going on. Do men had the opportunity of sell- , 
not try to meet, increased de- §utT) j| would bvlp 17)311)' OW
rnands by taxing the people ot the - ^ hardest time this Spring. Do 
Colony any greater. If the Col­
ony is in such a desperate condi­
tion that you must find money do 
not increase taxation but reduce

Co. who

rection.
Aftêr all • they have contracts to

bra neb railways, to
rhem and to operate

h‘Lid it certainly would not
t0° much an effort to 

e the people, which they had in 
Wint cmPloy- at any rate, over the 
u..;er; bur we find that these 

e rhe very men who led the 
1 m the dismissal 

plovees.

Guild
not make paupers of those men. * 
There are public works to be at­
tended to in Conception Bay
which would, if started, help these .
people out.

There is no destitution in Green 
mg around at many places who Bay or Fogo District, and not 
are Government officials doing no rnucj1 jn Bon a vista and Trinity 
t.ung. T ou have a man at More- . Districts. The men in these bays 
ton s Harbor, holding a Govern- can g0 jnt0 the lumber woods and 
ment position there, who gets a earn enough to supply their press, i
salary of $400 or $500,. and is not ;ng,requirements.
earning a fifth of it. There is an- ) ask the Government to issue
other at Uwisporte tfettme $900. , st w»»™ b«v
aw another at Exploits getting and supply employment during 
Ç50Ü, with nothing to do. If these ; the ne;.t monlh Pur jf jn fa ‘
men are not earning their money, hflncjs 0f some pUblic-Spirited 
they are not wanted. men ; I do not Care wt>0 they are. i

Poor fishermen have to bear We ought fo do all that is possible, 
the burden imposed upon them, to ease the burden of the fisher- ; 
as a result of paying these idle men of Conception Bay during the 
Government officials large salar- next few weeks.

There are three Custom of-

who will I will not hea r any more suchyep r
paragraphs as that in the Speech. 
If the Premier will take a sugges­
tion from he will leave them out 
in the future. Do the best you 
can in those matters, and if your 
negotiations come to anything, 
then tell us about it, and we will

poo-

that amount and $300,00 is 
sideraole. 7 his was caused thro

con-
expenditure.

I find that there are men stand-theit
through lack of economy in a - 
ministering the affairs of the Col-ready ;
ony.of their em- give you all the credit that you de­

serve.
these Were Out in Estimate

The Branch Railways
<-Government pro- |

Sfd m ^e. Speech
hûu^ (?n tlw opening of the coni’, 
tv se branch railways ro
Bat ïsVi Heart s Content " and 
Z d= vFde would be '

The Government last February
put on taxation that permitted
them to raise $250,000 more than
they otherwise would have re-

. . , . , ceived from the time that they put
1 might say. though, that some the taxation o„ until ,he end of 

Of our men did l»t 1. certain the fiscal year. That meant $550,- 
„ thp vpflr t'L0Peorf: 3V°hUnt b.eJ'ef That he St?,‘- 000 that the Government were out 

«« « opcrarlon ? , P * * threC °f ,hen1 ac,u?My ™ their estimate for the year
because there is ? , K*' m gV Ugf f0"day' 1013-14, if we add the $360.000

'll rolling Stock m l , 0 "U. 'C1" tlow; tlleV .ha3 the Pll,ck ,0 carrV covered bv loans spent in 1913. it 
'« operate th ° r t locomotives out the Premier s suggestion, and wi|t tota, $910.000
What the r L lne: but here 1S 1 hope the Government members Now Mr Sneaker

G0Vernment '”« wil. do likewise. prised that there was a shortage

RaiiWa . 5 Conditions Hard With Them of $300,000 Jast year and
year has G lX enSl0n during the i It is a serious thing, Mr. Speak- surprised to be told that the de- 
(y ^tisfacton rarLd and, eminent- j er, that we have not had a greater ficiency.for the present year is go- 
sixty.four U V equivalent of i effort made by the Government in ing to amount to a greater sum
ken comntet 1 °r railway has ordçr t0 afford the PeoPle an °p- than that. i have heard men who 
bganch'ha* i'eC‘ rhe TrePa55e>' portunity ro tide them over this have been watching the revenue 
«■now bem and great crisis. Many things could during recent months claim that
°n scheiiui , Vperared t0 Ken8WS Ihave been done. We are all aware $500,000 will be the deficiency for
^ Months !!,meh T he early sum- j that the Government just now the current year. Well, if $500,000
to have this r t t0 be sufficient have not a bed of roses to lie up- is the deficiency for J.914-15, what
r°ntract Sn 'p6 brouShr up to on. We know that conditions are is it going to he at the end of 

1 ^mention, so that the pretty hard with them, 1915-16? ‘

Combines and Monopolies
Mow, I would like to know whe­

ther the Government intend to 
bring in any further legislation 
this year to strengthen the Act in 
connection with combines and 
monopolies, which was passed 
here at the last season. Up to the 
present the Act has. been inopera­
tive because of the fact that there 
is no penalty imposed for the 
breach of it.

we
from over-

durin

•un- y .. i v
we are sur- îes.

ficials in Twillingate District, and j 
don’t earn $200 for the the work 
could easily be done.

Transatlantic ServiceThere were a number of cases 
during the last year in which a 
Commission appointed under that
Act might have been called upon
to investigate certain combine^ 
which were believed to exist, but

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is an- 
; other matter which 1 wish to mfen- 

tion before I take my seat.
The Allan people are getting

With regard to the explanation $20,000 subsidy for transatlantic 
an investigation would be useless the Hon. Colonial Secre- , service between here and the Old
because even if it were found ttwrf in respect to ihe matter of Country. The Government ought

wrong doing In the Registration to see that they put decent boats 1 
Department of the Post Officç.

we are
)

Isn’t it peculiar that every time
the House meets there is a para­
graph similar to the one 1 have
just read in the Governor’s speech.
There is always something
derful going to h

months time. Last year we had 
this in the Speech :

“My Ministers have also been 
for some time, and are at present, 
engaged in negotiating with Brit-

Wrmlgdoing at Post Officê

won-
appen in a few

any wrong had been done there 
was no way in which the guilty 
parties could be punished. They 
would only laugh at us.

There are lots of things whipk

on the service.
J think that the time has. come

when the Government ought to
Now, we look upon the Colonial 

Secretary as a man who is honest 
and reliable. He admitted that (Concluded on page 4.)
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